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Patrimoniul construit urban- insertii, conversii, restituiri

CONSTRUCTIA NOUA CA EVENTUALA RESURSA PENTRU VALORIFICAREA PATRIMONIULUI
ISTORIC - STUDII DE CAZ

Prof. univ. dr. arh. Mircea Sergiu MOLDOVAN*

Rezumat: Arhitectura contemporana devine, prin valorificare de catre media, resursa valoroasa alaturi de
patrimonial istoric architectural si artistic consacrat. Lucrarea de fata urmdreste sa evidentieze, prin
intermediul a doua studii de caz cu particularitati diferite, oportunitatea interventiilor de facturd
contemporana in contextual protejarii ansamblurilor istorice si traditionale. Studiul vizeaza pe de-o parte
incinta fortificata si inclusa in localitate a orasului Sebes si incinta Sinagogii Mari ortodoxe din Oradea
propusa spre revitalizare prin intermediul unui nou centru comunitar multifunctional.

Cuvinte cheie: dezvoltare durabila, patrimoniu construit urban, insertii valorificatoare

GENERALITATI

Pana foarte de curand, arhitectura era considerata drept o risipitoare de resurse (sa ne reamintim
numai efortul necesitat de piramide, secatuirea Frantei prerevolutionare dupa Versailles sau ce a fost Casa
Poporului pentru Romania predecembristd), un corespondent in statele centralizate al descrierilor si
analizelor elaborate in Eseu despre dar pentru excesele de reprezentare din societatile primitive exotice.
Fara de bascularea rapoartelor traditionale din arta dintre inovatie artistica/estetica si mestesug si implicit
dintre cheltuielile materiale si de munca (pe de o parte) si pretul operei de arta (pe de alta parte),
arhitectura a ramas scumpa sau relativ scumpa, chiar si in speculatii.

Odata cu intrarea in expansiunea contemporanda a frumosului postindustrial si postmodern,
arhitectura contemporana devine, in mod paradoxal, o resursa certa, valorificata prin media, dar si prin
adevarate migratii turistico-culturale, alaturi de patrimoniul istoric arhitectural si artistic consacrat.

Protectia patrimoniului istoric impune un control riguros si responsabil al investitiilor lucrative sau
speculative din vecinatati si, cu atat mai mult, din ariile de protectie ale acestuia si de apreciat ar fi
eventualele solutii, datorita carora aceste operatiuni sa devina resurse de valorificare ale patrimoniului,
date fiind costurile uzuale necesare pentru restaurarea, conservarea, reabilitarea, intretinerea sa si
dificultatile notorii de a le acoperi.

Lucrarea doreste sa prezinte unele consideratii sprijinite de doua propuneri in aceasta directie -
studii de caz la scari si particularitati diferite: incinta fortificatd a orasului Sebes si incinta Comunitatii
Evreiesti (Mozaice) din Oradea.



STUDII DE CAZ

Imagine si restituire in cazul centrului istoric al orasului Sebes

Cetatea din Sebes (actualul centru istoric al orasului), fara a fi atat de celebra ca si cea din
Sighisoara, prezinta o atractivitate deosebita datorita accesibilitatii, configuratiei si proportiilor care
frizeaza arhetipul, si faptului ca nu numai ca este locuitd, dar este si integratda organic-functional in
localitate (Fig.1.). In anul universitar 1992-1993 proiectul de diplomd al arhitectului Stefan Harda
(GESTIUNE S| REVITALIZARE CENTRU ISTORIC SEBES) marturisea despre actualitatea temei si se situa
intr-o evolutie istoricista fata de o abordare anterioara (1992, proiect de diploma arhitect Dana Fleser:
PUNEREA IN VALOARE A ZONEI ISTORICE SEBES), marcata de urbanism.
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'Flg 1 Sebes - MuIIenbach Vedere de Johann Haas, 1736 (dupa Borbély).

Desi marturiile istorice despre locuirea teritoriului orasului Sebes se insiruie cvasicontinuu din
neolitic si pana astazi, totusi aportul cel mai evident si cu expresivitate maxima in zilele noastre, dateaza
din Evul Mediu (Fig.2.) si este constituit de incinta fortificata delimitdnd centrul istoric ca un teritoriu
compact si foarte bine conturat. Pentru specialisti nu este cazul sa se insiste asupra mentionarilor
documentare (1245 - Mallennbak), numelui actual (1301 - Sebus), inceputurilor breslelor in Transilvania
(1376 - alaturi de Sibiu si Brasov), scaunului sasesc de Sebes (1308-1876), dreptului de a ridica ziduri de
aparare (1387), incursiunea turceasca distrugatoare (1438), ocuparea de catre partizanii lui Ioan Zapolya
(luptele cu Habsburgii in secolul al XVI-lea, plata despagubirii la 1542 pentru optiunea imperiala),
concentrarilor armatelor mobilizate de Andrei Bathory (1599) si de Mihai Viteazul (1600), instituirea de
catre Dietda a primului blazon al Ardealului (1659), tiparirii aici a ,Zbornicului slavonesc” al lui Coresi
(1581) si ,Sicriului de aur” (1683), stabilirii sediului dietei principilor Transilvaniei, guberniului (1732,
1736, 1790), prefecturii roméanesti (1848, Dionisie Pop Martian), privilegiilor (in secolul al XIV-lea emitere
de moneda proprie, vamuirea, organizarea de targuri, administrarea justitiei etc.), dintre care unele
capatau expresie arhitecturala (incadrarea turnului Bisericii evanghelice cu patru turnulete, consfintind
dreptul de a pedepsi cu decapitarea).
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Fig.2. Sebes. Datarea extinderii orasului incepand cu evul mediu
(dupa Niedermaier).

Mult mai importanta si oarecum de actualitate (cel putin ca decizie sau optiune) este soarta

monumentelor istorice de arhitectura si a intregului teritoriu delimitat de incinta fortificata. Fata de anul
1992, cand Directia Monumentelor, Ansamblurilor si Siturilor Istorice Bucuresti, a aprobat o lista cu 24 de
monumente istorice, in anul 2004, lista oficiala emisa de Ministerul Culturii si Cultelor, prin Institutul
National al Monumentelor Istorice, a ajuns la 41 de pozitii, dintre care 37 se refera la ansamblul urban al
orasului Sebes:

1.

®NOU AW

ANSAMBLUL FORTIFICATIILOR ORASULUI (cod AB-II-a-A-00325), datare intre secolele XIV-XVII:
Poarta de nord a cetatii (azi locuinta, Str. Caragiale Ioan Luca, Nr.3), Turnul Octogonal (Str.
Dobrogeanu Gherea, Nr. 35), Turnul Croitorilor sau Studentului (Str. Traian, Nr.6), Turnul Cismarilor
(Str. 24 lanuarie, Nr.5 ), Turnul Semicircular (azi spatiu comercial, Cetatii, Nr.9), curtine (intre
strazile: Pavel Dorin, Traian, Bistrei, Mioritei, Mihai Viteazul, Patria, Caragiale I.L., Pietii, 24 Ianuarie,
Cetatii si Aviator Olteanu);

CENTRUL ISTORIC AL LOCALITATII (cod AB-II-s-A-00326), datare intre secolele XVII-XIX, delimitat
astfel: la est — Str. Calarasi, Blaga Lucian, Traian, la sud - Str. Traian, la vest — Str. Pavel Dorin, Str.
Blaga Lucian si la nord de la Podul peste Canalul Morilor pana la Str. Pietii si Str. Penes Curcanul

CASA (cod AB-II-m-B-00327), Str. 24 lanuarie, Nr.2, secolele XVII-XIX;

CASA TISCHLER (cod AB-II-m-B-00328), Str. 24 Ianuarie, Nr.6, secolele XVI-XIX;

CASA (cod AB-II-m-B-00329), Str. 9 Mai, Nr.2, secolul al XIX-lea;

CASA (cod AB-II-m-B-00330), Str. 9 Mai, Nr.6, secolul al XVIII-lea;

BISERICA , INVIEREA DOMNULUI” (cod AB-II-m-B-00331), Str. Bena A., Nr.4, 1819;

BISERICA ,ADORMIREA MAICII DOMNULUI" (cod AB-II-m-B-00332), Bd. Blaga L., 1778;



9. ANSAMBLUL URBAN ,BD. LUCIAN BLAGA” (cod AB-II-a-B-00333), secolele XVIII - XIX;

10.POSTA VECHE (cod AB-II-m-B-00334), Bd. Blaga L., Nr.1, langa Poarta de vest a cetatii medievale,
secolul al XIX-lea;

11. CASA (cod AB-II-m-B-00335), Bd. Blaga L., Nr.2, sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea;

12. CASA WEBER (cod AB-II-m-B-00336), Bd. Blaga L., Nr.3, secolele XVII-XVIII;

13. CASA DE BRESLAS (cod AB-II-m-B-00337), azi sediul Protopopiatului Ortodox, Bd. Blaga L., Nr.6,
secolul al XVIII-lea;

14.CASA FILTSCH (cod AB-II-m-B-00338), azi sediul Protopopiatului si Consistoriului Evanghelic, Bd. Blaga
L., Nr.10-12, sfarsitul secolului al XVIII-lea;

15.CASA (cod AB-II-m-B-00339), Bd. Blaga L., Nr.14, secolul al XVIII-lea;

16.CASA ROTH (cod AB-II-m-B-00340), Bd. Blaga L., Nr.16, secolele XVI - XIX;

17.CASA (cod AB-II-m-B-00341), Bd. Blaga L., Nr.18, secolul al XIX-lea;

18.CASA (cod AB-II-m-B-00342), Bd. Blaga L., Nr.20, secolul al XIX-lea;

19.CASA (cod AB-II-m-B-00343), Bd. Blaga L., Nr.22, secolul al XIX-lea;

20.CASA (cod AB-II-m-B-00344), Bd. Blaga L., Nr.24, secolul al XIX-lea;

21.CASA KOHUTH-BREITENSTEIN (cod AB-II-m-B-00345), Bd. Blaga L., Nr.25-27, secolele XVI-XIX;

22.CASA (cod AB-II-m-B-00346), Bd. Blaga L., Nr.28, secolul al XIX-lea;

23.CASA HEITZ-KONRAD (cod AB-II-m-B-00347), Bd. Blaga L., Nr.39, secolele XVI-XIX;

24.CASA MAUKSCH (cod AB-II-m-B-00348), Bd. Blaga L., Nr.52, secolele XVI-XIX;

25.MOARA DE GRAU (cod AB-II-m-B-00349), Str. Decebal, Nr.2, 1875;

26.GIMNAZIUL EVANGHELIC (cod AB-II-m-A-00350), azi Scoala Generald Nr. 2, Piata Libertatii, Nr.1,
1865;

27.MANASTIREA ROMANO-CATOLICA ,SF. BARTOLOMEU” (cod AB-II-a-A-00351), fostd man3stire
dominicana, Bd. Mihai Viteazul, Nr.35, secolele XIV-XVIII;

28.BISERICA ROMANO-CATOLICA ,SF. BARTOLOMEU” (cod AB-II-m-A-00351.01), Bd. Mihai Viteazul,
Nr.35, secolele XIV-XVIII;

29.ANEXE (cod AB-II-m-A-00351.02), Bd. Mihai Viteazul, Nr.35, secolele XIV-XVIII;

30.CASA SCHNEIDER (cod AB-II-m-B-00352), Bd. Mihai Viteazul, Nr.2, secolele XVII-XIX;

31.PRIMARIA (cod AB-II-m-B-00353), Piata Primariei, Nr.1, cca. 1900;

32.CASA ZAPOLYA (cod AB-II-m-A-00354), azi Muzeul Municipal ,loan Raica”, Piata Primariei, Nr.3,
secolele XV-XVIII;

33.ANSAMBLUL BISERICII EVANGHELICE (cod AB-II-a-A-00355), Piata Primariei, Nr.5, secolele XIII-XVI;

34. BISERICA EVANGHELICA (cod AB-II-m-A-00355.01), Piata Prim&riei, Nr.5, secolele XIII-XVI;

35.CAPELA ,SF. IACOB” (cod AB-II-m-A-00355.02), Piata Primariei, Nr.5, cca. 1420;

36.CASA PAROHIALA EVANGHELICA (cod AB-II-m-A-00355.03), azi casa clopotarului (in substructii turn si
vechea capela ,,Sf. Iacob”), Piata Primariei, Nr.5, secolele XIV-XVI;

37.ZID DE INCINTA (cod AB-II-m-A-00355.04), Piata Primariei, Nr.5, secolul al XIV-lea.

Se considera ca nu s-au modificat in timp cadile de comunicatii si ca facilitatea circulatiei carosabile s-a
facut doar cu demolarea portilor de intrare si materiale noi aplicate pe caile de rulare. Trama stradala



constituita in timp, doua strazi longitudinale est-vest legate cu doua piete si strazile 9 Mai si Miorita si mai
multe strazi transversale pe directia nord-sud (Fig.3.), debuteaza acum prin 7 accese practicate in zidurile
cetatii, iar din drumul care inconjura in intregime cetatea a disparut, dupa anul 1899, portiunea dintre Str.
Aviator Olteanu si Str. Penes Curcanul.
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Fig.3. Sebes. Parcelarul orasului la 1880 (dupa Niedermaier). Legenda:

d1 - Biserica evanghelica, d2 - Capela ,,Sf. Iacob”, d3 - Biserica catolica (fosta manastire
dominicana), d4 - Primaria, f1 - turn, f 6 — Turnul Croitorilor, f 8 — turn, f 9 — Poarta de vest si

fostul turn cu barbacana, f 10 — Turnul Fierarilor, f 11 — Turnul Cizmarilor, f 12 - Poarta de
nord, f 13 - Turnul Octogonal, 1 - GroBer Platz (Piata Primariei), 2 - Str. 24 Ianuarie, 3-6 — Bd.

Lucian Blaga, 4 - Kleiner Platz (Piata Libertatii), 5 — Str. Dobrogeanu Gherea, 7 - Str. I.L.

Caragiale, 8 — Str. Bistrei, 9 — Str. Cetatii, 10 - acces blocat, 11 - Str. Pietii, 12 - Str. I.L.

Caragiale, 13 - Str. Patria, 14 - Str. 9 Mai, 15 - Str. Miorita.

Ca dotari, spatiile comerciale si pentru prestari de servicii initiale au ajuns in mare parte sub linia
rosie a drumului, dotdrile administrative nu au tinut pasul cu evolutia vietii sociale, utilitatile sunt
necorespunzatoare, dotarile turistice si de agrement lipsesc, iar circulatia intensa contribuie la degradarea
ambientului construit.

Lotizarile initiale (front maxim 12 m), s-au pastrat dar au pierdut in majoritatea cazurilor, accesul la
a doua extremitate prin dezafectarea drumului de straja si extinderea gradinii pana la fortificatii.
Acolo unde drumul de straja s-a pastrat (latura nord a incintei), el s-a amplificat intr-o strada, iar frontul
nu a fost mobilat cu cladiri. Locuintele ocupa frontul la strada si realizeaza accesul prin ganguri. Regimul
de inaltime variaza de la P+1E la parter, spre strazile secundare. Materialele de constructie sunt cele
durabile in epoca (zidarie de caramida sau piatra, sarpanta lemn, invelitori ceramice). Tipologia lotului
(relativ ingust si profund) genereaza frecvent tipologia de constructie in L, fara a asigura valorificarea



optima a terenului. Dintre constructii, 19 dateaza de dupa anul 1900, 48 din intervalul 1850- 1900, 43 din
intervalul de timp 1800-1850, 15 sunt datate 1600-1700, iar 5 sunt recunoscute ca anterioare anului
1600. Multe constructii necesita interventii urgente pentru asanare si modernizare, dar costurile, corelate
cu disponibilitatile proprietarilor, par a fi prohibitive.

Un element promitator este prezenta apei curgatoare in rigolele cetatii, reminiscenta a canalizarii
deschise din istorie. Chiar si astazi exista imobile care nu beneficiaza de apa curenta si canalizare. O
interventie vizand corelarea retelelor si instalatiilor ar trebui sa fie concentrata si sa vizeze si integrarea
unui mobilier urban adecvat.

Documentarea include elemente arheologice, literare, iconografice, cartografice, tehnice. Analiza
teritoriului s-a efectuat in cadrul diferitelor studii si a fost inevitabil marcata de climatul ideilor din epocile
respective vizadnd valorile functionale (puncte centrale, zone de interes, etape functionale, localizarea
interventiilor etc.), valorile istorice (situare, analiza, monument si spatiu caracteristic), valorile ambientale
(starea fizica a existentului, valoare stilistica, arhitecturala si plastica, identificarea zonelor valoroase
spatial sau ambiental), relatia cetatii - a centrului istoric, cu restul orasului. In general s-a considerat
centrul istoric ca un tot coerent in echilibru cu restul tesutului, dar realitatile existente la un moment dat
sau chiar si limitele culturale si-au pus amprenta asupra abordarii concrete. O abordare curenta si care ar
putea intruni un anumit consens astazi, ar consta in optiunea pentru actiuni imediate care sa restaureze
incinta fortificata, portile, turnurile, cladirile monument istoric. Pe axa vest s-ar putea interveni pentru
realizarea unei coerente a fronturilor prin restaurari, reconstructii, supraetajari sau plombe chiar. Prezenta
medievalda a apei curgatoare in oras ar putea fi amplificata prin accentuarea componentei decorative
ambientale. Cladirile existente pastrate ar fi asanate si inzestrate cu dotari corespunzatoare. Ca
principala consecinta, cetatea va avea o exprimare ,introvertitd” a zonei centrale interioare. Un aparent
pragmatism (interventii asupra cladirilor existente, tratarea peisagistica a elementului acvatic si vegetal,
implementarea cu dispute de cladiri noi) va masca amanarea sine die a solutionarii degradarii ambientului
istoric: proprietarii nu dispun de resurse, statul ,providenta” nu are consistenta, organismele specializate
sunt efectiv suprasolicitate, ne mai putand decide care interventie este mai acuta.

Mult mai periculoasa, sub aspectul riscului de a atrage oprobiul mediilor constituite in domeniu, ar fi
o abordare care ar propune refacerea drumului de straja (acolo unde acesta a disparut, dar figureaza in
documente) si realizarea unor fronturi insiruite in lungul acestuia. Dincolo de redarea logicii asezarii si
reconstituirea imaginii de epoca pastrate, aceasta solutie nu ar friza pastisa, ci ar fi adecvata momentului
actual in care proprietatea este reconsiderata si ar reprezenta si o cercetare de arhitectura si urbanism pe
loturi profunde si inguste: dublarea accesului ar da proprietarului prilejul sa puna in valoare, pe piata sau
prin asociere, suprafata integrala a terenului sdau si sa mobilizeze In acelasi timp resurse pentru
restaurarea imobilului existent de la extremitatea cealaltd a parcelei. Calitatea imaginii urbane este
sporita, ca si cea a arhitecturii posibile, densitatile si eficienta incomparabile s-ar conjuga cu fezabilitatea.
Este o utopie sa se mai creada ca acest teritoriu, dintre fronturile existente si zidul cetatii, ar mai putea fi
mobilat cu blocuri sau chiar cu locuinte dispuse pe niste fundaturi practicate din strazile transversale
existente. Mobilizarea de resurse prilejuite de aceasta abordare, calitatea imaginilor realizate, interesul
resuscitat de imagini exterioare (perceputa din goana masinii de la o cota inferioara pozitiei verticale) s-ar
corela cu devierea perimetrala a circulatiei auto (cu exceptia serviciilor si riveranilor), realizarea in viitor a
santului cetatii, o dublare a circuitului decorativ al apei de suprafata.

Ne-am apropia de cea mai veche reprezentare a Sebesului cunoscuta din stampa lui Johannes
Troster din ,Dacia” (Fig.4.), tiparita la Nirnberg, in anul 1666. Considerata de unii ,0 creatie de pura
fantezie”, datorita traseului circular al cetatii si numarului exagerat de turnuri de aparare, ea ne ofera o



prima imagine asupra arhitecturii orasului, eclectica in zilele noastre. Subiectul acesta ar merita o
dezvoltare in sine. Immanuel Kant enunta (KRITIK DER REINEN VERNUFT): ,Schematismul prin care
puterea noastra de intelegere ia contact cu lumea fenomenelor... este insusirea atat de adanc ascunsa in
sufletul omenesc, incat cu greu vom ghici mecanismul secret folosit aici de naturda”. Elementele
recognoscibile ale gravurii (spina dubla est-vest, mai multe cadiri de cult etc.) ne indeparteaza totusi de
dezvoltarea acestei idei de catre E.H. Gombrich in ,Arta si iluzie” (Cap.2 Adevar si stereotip), cand se
referea la ,,Cronica de la Nirnberg a lui Hartrnann Schedel, cu gravuri in lemn de Wolgemut, profesorul lui
Durer”: ,pe masura ce rasfoim paginile acestui gros in-folio intalnim aceeasi gravura in lemn reprezentand
orase medievale revenind sub diferite legende drept Damasc, Ferrara, Milano si Mantua” si se apropie de
conceptia sa despre reprezentare ca potrivire cu realitatea, ,proces pas cu pas depinzand de alegerea
schemei ce urmeaza a fi adagtata sarcinii de a putea servi de portret”.
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Fig.4. Sebes. Stampa din ,,DaC|a" Im Troster, Nurnberg, 1666. (dupa Miclea).

Daca urmarim insa succesiunea imaginilor privind evolutia cetatii Sebes 1150, 1175, 1200, 1225,
1250, 1275, sec. XVI si 1800) constatam ca aceasta s-a dezvoltat initial in zona nord-vest, s-a extins in
jumatatea nordica, a realizat anumite ectoplasme pe cdile de comunicatii din sud, a definit incinta, a
inceput sa dubleze constructiile in jumatatea de nord, prin construirea unui al doilea front al parcelelor pe
drumul de straja, iar apoi, datorita invaziilor repetate si ocupatiei, si-a pierdut vocatia militara, astfel ca
pana la 1800 populatia din exteriorul cetatii a devenit considerabila si nu mai avea nevoie de refugiul din
incinta, iar loturile agricole au inglobat drumul de straja, ajungéand sa fie delimitate de zidul de incintd
(Fig.5.). In aceastd viziune revelatoare, reconstituirea drumului de straja si realizarea fronturilor pe acesta
ar fi o dezvoltare logica, gravura lui Tréster un ,proiect” si in acelasi timp un ,testament” arhitectural, iar
realizarea unor constructii P+1 cu timpan si diferentiate ca tratare si finisaje, pentru a nu genera confuzie
sau a friza pastisa, plauzibila. Procesul organic al constituirii si dezvoltarii cetatii ar fi cautiune, martor si
cadru pentru revitalizarea acesteia si restaurarea monumentelor ramase. Bineinteles ca o asemenea
abordare iese din rutina curentd, poate zdrobi eventual o cariera si trebuie mai intdi sa reuneasca un



consens. Fata de un arhitect care se legitimeaza prin constructie, istoricul si cercetatorul au avantajul
detasarii de lucrativ si al cantaririi impartiale.

Fig.5. Sebes. Schemele evolutiei asezarii intre secolele XII-XVI (dupa Niedermaier).
Legenda: A -la 1150, B -1a 1175, C-1a 1200, D - 1225, E - 1250, F - 1275, G - secolul al XVI-
lea, H — reconstituirea sistemului de fortificatii.

Putem sa ne raportam si la recomandarile privind protejarea ansamblurilor istorice si traditionale si
rolul lor in viata contemporana facuta de Organizatia Natiunilor Unite pentru Educatie, Stiinta si Cultura in
noiembrie 1976: ,ansamblurile trebuiesc studiate ca un tot unitar, inclusiv evolutia lor spatiala,
integrandu-se toate datele arheologice, arhitecturale, tehnice si economice”. Comitetul interguvernamental
de Protectia Patrimoniului Mondial Cultural si Natural al ONU recomanda, in decembrie 1986, ca ,in cazul
centrelor istorice ce acopera exact perimetrul orasului vechi, astazi inglobat in orasul modern... este
necesara delimitarea precisa a bunului ce urmeaza a fi inscris in dimensiunile lui istorice cat mai
cuprinzatoare, prevazand o tratare potrivita a zonei din imediata vecinatate”.

Argumentul cel mai puternic ni se pare insa a izvori din pragmatism; anumite configuratii mentale
trebuie sa se muleze pe realitatea conform careia mobilizarea resurselor pentru restaurarea si valorificarea
monumentelor existente, se poate realiza prin valorificarea unor terenuri (ce genereaza densitati dificil de
gestionat), mai ales daca prin aceasta, se desavarseste structura urbana inghetata intr-un stadiu
intermediar, se asigura o coerenta formala, o calitate arhitecturala si urbana corespunzatoare si se evita
ambiguitatea dintre imaginea istorica si completarea ei.

Valorificarea incintei Sinagogii Mari Ortodoxe din Oradea.
Un nou Centru comunitar evreiesc.

Propunerea unui nou centru comunitar multifunctional pentru Comunitatea Evreilor din Oradea,
presupune o abordare complexa, prin integrarea unui program arhitectural in tesutul istoric, corelata cu



restaurarea fondului construit valoros existent (cladiri monument istoric, cu valoare ambientald si
memoriald), rezultdnd un ansamblu arhitectural integrator, prin care comunitatea isi gestioneaza
activitatile curente, dedicate evreilor si totodata deservind populatia ne-evreiasca (localnici, dar si turisti),
oferind un ,,produs cultural” specific, bazat pe o indelunga traditie, generand de ce nu, la un moment dat,
un adevarat ,brand cultural”.

Oradea, reprezentdnd odata cea mai importantd comunitate evreiasca a Ungariei (a doua ca
dimensiune, dupa Budapesta) si dupa 1918, a Romaniei, este astazi un martor tacut, al imensei contributii
culturale evreiesti, in aproape toate aspectele vietii societatii. Analizand Oradea, ca studiu de caz, modul in
care evenimentele petrecute in Tarile Romane in secolul al XIX-lea si prima jumatate a secolului XX |-au
incitat pe Carol Iancu sa le consacre o manifestare stiintifica prestigioasa sub semnul binomului
~permanenta si ruptura” (continuitatea care asigura perenitatea poporului ales si schimbarile care frizeaza
ruptura/finalizarea luptei indelungate pentru emancipare si tragedia finalizata in Shoah). Cea mai buna
sursa pentru Oradea raman cercetarile doamnei Tereza Mozes (Evreii din Oradea) si campaniile de relevee
si fotografiere efectuate de studentii nostri pe parcursul mai multor ani. La Oradea emanciparea va ilustra
aceasta acceptiune, arhitectura ca si carte a popoarelor si modalitate de apropriere a unui teritoriu care se
intalneste cu poporul evreu, privat de un stat si metaforic obligat sa se bata ,intr-un picior” - religia ca
unic sprijin, sa construiasca in stilul popoarelor inconjuratoare, sa suporte alienarea (incepand cu cea fata
de pamant) prin tot soiul de interdictii. Emanciparea a metamorfozat comunitatile evreiesti din entitati
politice in colectivitati religioase (sloganul era deja de la Napoleon ,totul pentru individ, nimic pentru
grup”), a suprimat mijlocirea prin reprezentantii comunitatii, a exacerbat individualismul. Evreii nu au mai
fost obligati sa trdiasca la marginea orasului si si-au putut da frau liber dorintelor si fanteziei, au explorat
si alte domenii (in acest caz estetice) decat studiul cartilor sfinte si poate fi vorba de un adevarat ,apetit”
pentru arhitectura. Oradea a ajuns in centrul acestor procese si efervescenta creatoare si calitatea
realizarilor de aici m-a indreptatesc sa o numesc ,0 Florenta evreiasca de la sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea"”
(sa ne reamintim ca o comparatie Florenta-Venetia evidentiaza tocmai efervescenta si varietatea, nu
numai ideatica ci si artistica si o anume cultivare a disputei), sa evidentiez mai ales afinitatile manifeste cu
Art Nouveau, europenitatea atinsa atat de mecenati cat si de artistii evrei din epoca. Oameni de cultura,
intelectuali, industriasi, arhitecti, constructori, toti au fost impreuna ,artizanii” unui oras modern, model.

Exista la Oradea, o importanta mostenire evreiasca (Fig.6.), ce necesita protectie, ample lucrari de
restaurare si reabilitare, astfel incat sa poata fi transmisa generatiilor urmatoare, in memoria celor 25 de
mii de evrei oradeni exterminati la Auschwitz-Birkenau, in mai 1944, alaturi de alte 6 milioane de suflete
evreiesti. Urmand modelul european, si Comunitatea Evreiasca din Oradea ar trebui sa beneficieze de un
centru comunitar modern, multifunctional si reprezentativ, incurajand si sprijinind dezvoltarea ei continua.
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Fig.6. Oradea — Patrimoniul evreiesc construit. (dupa Bedoire). Planul zonei centrale a Oradiei
Mari, la inceputul secolului XX. Linia neagra groasa marcheaza proprietatile evreiesti. Punctele
negre marcheaza cladirile ,,cu pretentii”, edificate de evrei in stilul ,maghiar-evreiesc”.
Majoritatea acestor cladiri exista si astazi si necesita reabilitare.

In acord cu propunerea initiatd de Lempert Family Foundation, fondatoarea comunitétii virtuale on-
line, Oradea Jewish Community, de a realiza in Oradea un centru educational si un muzeu evreiesc,
promovand ,toleranta, intelegere si generozitate” si contribuind esential la ,pastrarea memoriei comunitatii
evreiesti din Oradea”, am demarat un proiect de diploma in anul universitar in curs, rezultdnd in prima faza,
doua posibile solutii (Fig.7. si Fig.8.) de rezolvare arhitecturala si functionala (arhitect Ionut Julean, ,Centru
Comunitar Evreiesc, Oradea. [memoria comunitatii evreiesti...]” — proiect de diploma 2009-2010). Desi situl
initial era langa ,Sinagoga de pe Strada Teleki” (Piata Rahovei), in urma discutiilor cu Presedintele
Comunitatii Evreiesti, D-| Felix Koppelman, am convenit asupra conceperii acestui proiect (reunind si alte
functiuni pe langa cele initiale), in incinta Sinagogii Mari Ortodoxe, din Str. Mihai Viteazul, Nr. 4.



Fig.7. Oradea - Centru comunitar evreiesc. Incinta Sinagogii Mari Ortodoxe
(Str. Mihai Viteazul). Propunerea A - Ionut Julean.
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Fig.8. Oradea - Centru comunitar evreiesc. Incinta Sinagogii Mari Ortodoxe
(Str. Mihai Viteazul). Propunerea B - Ionut Julean.



Sinagoga Mare din Oradea este o marturie a modului de organizare a comunitatilor mozaice
ortodoxe de la sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea si inceputul secolului XX, dupa emanciparea evreilor.
Ansamblul reuneste cladirea de cult propriu-zisa, imobile de locuit, magazii si spatii comerciale (in zona se
aflau depozitele de coloniale, ateliere, manufacturi, fabrici etc.), apartinand in trecut, in intregime,
comunitatii evreiesti locale, ale caror resurse erau utilizate in scopul sustinerii si intretinerii comunitatii,
precum si pentru diverse actiuni filantropice. O parte importanta a temei de proiect o constituie integrarea
urbanistica si punerea in valoare a cladirilor existente (sediul actual al Comunitatii evreilor din Oradea
alaturi de cele doua sinagogi sacre), pentru pastrarea memoriei locului si crearea unui complex coerent si
corect in contextul urban actual, asigurand buna functionare a ansamblului propus, buna sa insertie in
oras, cu legaturi optime si evitarea unor eventuale congestii.

Din punct de vedere functional, zona are un caracter preponderent rezidential, dar se afla in
imediata vecinatate a Pietei Unirii, parte urbana centrala dominatd de imobile de locuit (regim parter,
parter+1,2,3 etaje), tip ,casa de raport” cu spatii comerciale la parter si mezanin (dupa caz), spatii pentru
servicii, birouri, administratie publica, cult, culturd, institutii de invatamant etc., fiind parte din ansamblul
urban centrul istoric Oradea (cod BH-II-a-A-01037, L.M.1./2004). Istoric, situl se incadreaza in periferia
orasului de secol XIX, puternic caracterizata de activitati de tip industrial si de depozitare (alaturi se afla
fosta Moara Emilia si tot in apropiere, fosta Moara Adria). De remarcat totusi, vecinatatea mai multor
monumente istorice arhitecturale, dintre care cele mai apropiate si importante ar fi: Manastirea Capucinilor
(cod BH-II-a-B-01062, L,M.1./2004, datare secolele XVIII-XIX, Palatul Ullmann (cod BH-II-m-B-01026,
L.M.1./2004, datat cca. 1913) si Sinagoga Mare Ortodoxd in sine (cod BH-II-m-B-01060, L.M.1./2004,
inaugurata in 1890, arhitect Bach Nandor). Actualmente, amplasamentul dat de trei parcele, este
proprietatea Comunitatii Evreilor din Oradea, si reuneste mai multe cladiri retrocedate sau in curs de
retrocedare, dintre care unele dezafectate si aflate in stare avansata de degradare. Nici una dintre
constructiile propuse pentru demolare nu are valoare din punct de vedere istoric sau arhitectural. in
prezent functioneaza numai ca spatii comerciale, de depozitare si alimentatie publica. Evolutia si
caracteristicile zonei si sitului au fost urmarite printr-o serie de analize concrete.

A rezultat un ansamblu complex, cu o arhitectura simbolica, dedicat comunitatii, atat pentru
recuperarea trecutului acesteia cat si pentru implinirile ei viitoare, prin implementarea unor functiuni si
facilitati necesare. Cu siguranta necesitatea existentei unui centru comunitar evreiesc la Oradea (care sa
reuneasca sinagoga, casa de rugdaciune, o sald mare de festivitati, un muzeu si alte spatii flexibile de
expunere, un centru de cercetari, un hotel si restaurant kosher, mikva si alte facilitati sociale si medicale,
alaturi de spatiile administrative), este indiscutabild. Ambele variante ofera publicului larg un spatiu
media, cu caracter simbolic si interesante valente la nivelul spatiului urban. In contextul actual al societatii
romanesti, proiectul pare o utopie, insa la nivelul unei societati europene civilizate, poate fi privit ca un
raspuns la o credinta, o speranta in bine, bazata pe aspectele concrete ale istoriei, intr-o evolutie
coerenta, spre un viitor mai bun, prin respect, efort si ajutor reciproc.
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Urban built patrimony- insertions, conversions, restitutions

THE NEW BUILDING AS POSSIBLE RESOURCE FOR THE CAPITALISATION OF THE HISTORIC
PATRIMONY- CASE STUDIES
Prof. PhD. Arch. Mircea Sergiu MOLDOVAN*

Abstract: The contemporaneous architecture becomes an important resource due to the media
capitalisation, along with the architectural and artistic historical patrimony. The paper aims at highlighting
the opportunity of the contemporaneous interventions within the context of protection of the historical and
traditional complexes by two case studies with different particularities. On the one hand, the study
presents the fortified interior of Sebes town and on the other hand, the interior of the Orthodox

Synagogue in Oradea, proposed for revitalisation through a new multifunctional community centre.

Key words: durable development, urban built patrimony, improvement insertions

GENERALITIES

Until not long ago, the architecture was considered to be a resource spender (if we remember the
effort for the construction of the pyramids, the pre-revolutionary France’s drainage or what the House of
Parliament meant for the pre-revolutionary Romania), a correspondent in the centralised states of the
descriptions and analyses elaborated in Essay about the gift for the excesses of representation in the
exotic primitive societies. The architecture stayed expensive or relatively expensive, even when

speculating.

The protection of the historic patrimony imposes a rigorous and responsible control of the lucrative
or speculative investments within the proximity and in the protection areas and solutions would be

appreciated, especially if these operations should become resources for the capitalisation of the patrimony.

The paper aims at presenting certain considerations supported by two proposals - case studies and
different particularities: the fortified interior of the town of Sebes and the interior of the Jewish Community

in Oradea.



CASE STUDIES

Image and restitution in the case of the historic centre of Sebeg

The Sebes Fortress (currently historic centre of the town) is attractive due to its accessibility,
configuration and proportions, as well as due to the fact that it is inhabited and organically-functionally
integrated in the town (fig. 1). The diploma project of architect Stefan Harda (academic year 1992-1993),
(Management and revitalisation of historic centre of Sebes) confessed about the novelty of the theme and
it was situated in a historic evolution towards an anterior approach (1992, diploma project architect Dana
Fleser: THE CAPITALISATION OF SEBES HISTORIC AREA), marked by urbanism.

Figure 1. Sebes- Mullenbach. Johann Haas Picture, 1736

Although the historic testimonies about the habitation of the Sebes town go back in time almost
continuously since the Neolithic until today, the most expressive one dates back to the Middle Ages (Fig.
2) and consists of the fortified interior bordering the historic centre as a compact and very well shaped
territory. For the specialists, it is not the case to insist upon the documentary references (1245-
Mallennbak), the current name (1301- Sebus), the beginnings of the guilds in Transylvania (1376-
alongside with Sibiu and Brasov), the saxon of Transylvania chair in Sebes (1308-1876), the right to build
fortresses (1387), the Turkish incursion (1438), the occupation by the Ioan Zapolya partisans (the battles



with the Habsburgs during the 16" century, the compensation payment in 1542 for the Imperial option),
the armed forces mobilised by Andrei Bathory (1599) and Michael the Brave (1600), the establishment of
the first blazon of Transylvania (1659), the issuing of Coresi’s “Zbornicul slavonesc” (1581) and “Sicriul de
aur” (1683), the establishment of the Diet of the Transylvan prices, the provinces (1732, 1736, 1790), the
Romanian prefecture (1848, Dionisie Pop Martian), the privileges (during the 14" century, issuance of
coin, customs formalities clearance, organisation of fairs, justice administration etc.), architectural
expressions (the bordering of the Evangelic church tower with 4 towers, sanctioning the decapitation

punishment).
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Fig. 2. Sebes. The dating of the city expansion starting with the Middle Ages (according to Niedermaier).

Much more important and actual (at least as decision or option) is the faith of the historic architecture
monuments and of the entire territory delimited by the fortified interior. In comparison to year 1992, when
the Department of Monuments, Assemblies and Historic sites Bucharest approved a list of 24 historic
monuments, in 2004, the official list emitted by the Ministry of Culture and Cults, via the National Institute
of the historic Monuments reached 41 positions, 37 of which refer to the urban assembly of the town of

Sebes:
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. THE ASSEMBLY OF THE TOWN’'S FORTIFICATIONS (code AB-II-a-A-00325), dating between the 14"

and 17" century: The north gate of the fortress (today-a house, 3, caragiale Ioan Luca Street), The
octagonal Tower (35, Dobrogeanu Gherea Street), The Tailors’ Tower or the Student’s Tower (6,
Traian Street), the Cobbler’s Tower (5, 24 January Street), the Semi-circular Tower (today- store,
9, Cetatii Street), curtain walls (between the streets: Pavel Dorin, Trian, Bistrei, Mihai Viteazul,
Patria, I.L. Caragiale, Pietii, 24 Ianuarie, Cetatii and Aviator Olteanu);

. THE HISTORIC CENTRE OF THE TOWN (code AG-II-s-A-00326), dating between the 17" and 19

centuries, delimited as follows: in the east: Calarasi Street, Blaga Lucian, Traian, in the south-
Traian, in the west- Pavel Dorin Street, Blaga Lucian Street and in the north from the bridge over
the Mills Channel to Pietii Street and Penes Curcanul Streer.

HOUSE (code AB-II-m-B-00327), 2, 24 January Street, 17th-19th centuries;

THE TISCHLER HOUSE (code AB-II-m-B-00328), 6, 24 January Street, 16th- 19th centuries;

HOUSE (code AB-II-m-B-00329), 2, 8 Mai Street, 19th century;

HOUSE (code AB-II-m-B-00330), 2, 8 Mai Street, 18th century;

,INVIEREA DOMNULUI” CHURCH, (code AB-II-m-B-00331), 14, Bena A. Street, 1819;

“ADORMIREA MAICII DOMNULUI” CHURCH (code AB-II-m-B-00332), Blaga L. Boulevard, 1778;

“ LUCIAN BLAGA BD” URBAN ASSEMBLY (code AB-II-a-B-00333), 18th —19th cemtury;

10.THE OLD POST- OFFICE (cod AB-II-m-B-00334), 1, L. Blaga Boulevard, near the west gate of the

medieval fortress, 19th century;

11.HOUSE (code AB-II-m-B-00335), 2, L. Blaga Boulevard, end of the 19th century;
12.THE WEBER HOUSE (code AB-II-m-B-00336), 3, L. Blaga Boulevard, 17th-18th centuries;
13.BROODERHOOD HOUSE (code AB-II-m-B-00337), today the headquarters of the Orthodox Arch-

priesthood, 6, L. Blaga Boulevard, 18th century;

14.THE FILTSCH HOUSE (code AB-II-m-B-00338), today the headquarters of the Orthodox Arch and of

the Evangelic Consistory, 10-12, L. Blaga Boulevard, end of the 18™ century;

15.HOUSE, (code AB-II-m-B-00339),, 14, L. Blaga Boulevard, 18th century;

16.THE ROTH HOUSE (code AB-II-m-B-00340), 16, L. Blaga Boulevard, 16™-19" centuries;
17.HOUSE (code AB-II-m-B-00341), 18, L. Blaga Boulevard, 19th century;

18.HOUSE (code AB-II-m-B-00342), 20, L. Blaga Boulevard, 19th century;

19.HOUSE (code AB-II-m-B-00343), 22, L. Blaga Boulevard, 19th century;



20.HOUSE (code AB-II-m-B-00344), 24, L. Blaga Boulevard, 19th century;

21.KOHUTH-BREITENSTEIN HOUSE, (code AB-II-m-B-00345), 25-27, L. Blaga Boulevard, 16th-19th
centuries;

22.HOUSE (cod AB-II-m-B-00346), 28, L. Blaga Boulevard, 19th century;

23.HEITZ-KONRAD HOUSE (code AB-II-m-B-00347), 39, L. Blaga Boulevard, 16th-19th centuries;

24 .MAUKSCH HOUSE (code AB-II-m-B-00348), 52, L. Blaga Boulrvard, 16th-19th centuries;

25.THE CORN MILL (code AB-II-m-B-00349), 2, Decebal Street, 1875;

26.THE EVANGELIC GYMNASIUM (code AB-II-m-A-00350), today School No. 2, 1, Libertatii Square,
1865;

27."ST. BARTHOLOMEW” ROMANO-CATHOLIC MONASTERY (cod AB-II-a-A-00351), former dominican
monastery, 35, Mihai Viteazul Boulevard, 14th- 18th centuries;

28."ST. BARTHOLOMEW” ROMANO-CATHOLIC CHURCH (code AB-II-m-A-00351.01), 35, Mihai Viteazul
Boulevard, 14th-18th centuries;

29.ANNEXES (code AB-II-m-A-00351.02), 35, Mihai Viteazul Boulevard, 14th-18th centuries;

30.THE SCHNEIDER HOUSE (code AB-II-m-B-00352), 2, Mihai Viteazul Boulevard, 17th-19th centuries;

31.THE CITY HALL (code AB-II-m-B-00353), 1, city hall square, approx. 1900;

32.THE ZAPOLYA HOUSE (code AB-II-m-A-00354), today the ,Ioan Raica” Municipal Museum, 2, City
hall square, 15th-18th centuries;

33.THE EVANGELIC CHIRCH UNIT (code AB-II-a-A-00355), 5, City hall square, 13th-16th centuries;

34.THE EVANGELIC CHURCH (code AB-II-m-A-00355.01), 5, City hall square, 13th-16th centuries;

35.ST. JACOB’S CHAPEL (code AB-II-m-A-00355.02), 5, City hall square, approx. 1420;

36. THE EVANGELIC PAROCHIAL HOUSE (code AB-II-m-A-00355.03), today- the bell ringer’s house, 5,
City hall square, 14th-16th centuries;

37.INTERIOR WALL (code AB-II-m-A-00355.04), 5, City hall square, 14th century.

It is considered that the communication means did not modify in time and that the facilitation of the
practicable road was made only by demolishing the entrance gates and new materials applied on the
access ways. Two longitudinal east-west streets linked with two squares and the 9 Mai and Miorita Streets,

as well as other transversal streets on the north-south direction (Figure 3) are accessible through 7



accesses within the fortress’s walls and after 1899, the road between Aviator Olteanu Street and Penes

Curcanul Street disappeared.

Fig. 3 Sebes. The parcelling of the town in 1880 (according to Niedernaier). Legend: d1- The Evangelic
Church; d2- St. Jacob’s Chapel, d3- The Catholic Church (former Dominican monastery), d4- The City-Hall,
f1- tower, f6- The Tailors’ Tower, f8- tower, f9- The west gate and the barbican tower, f 10- The Smiths’
Tower, f 11- The Cobblers” Tower, f 12- The North Gate, f 13- The Octagonal Tower, 1- The City- hall
square, 2- 24 January Street, 3-6- Lucian Blaga Boulevard, 4- The Liberty Square, 5- Dobrogeanu Gherea
Street, 7- I.L Caragiale Street, 8- Bistrei Street, 9- Cetatii Street, 10- Access denied, 11- Pietii Street, 12-
I.L Caragiale Street, 13- Patria Street, 14- 9 Mai street, 15- Miorita Street.

Regarding the endowments, the stores and the initial service spaces mostly got behind the kerb, the
administrative endowments did not keep up with the evolution of the social life, the facilities are not
compliant, the tourist and recreational endowments are missing and the intense circulation contribute to

the degradation of the built area.



The initial divisions (maximum field of 12 metres) still exist but they lost, in most cases, the access
to the second extremity by decommission of the road and extension of the garden to the fortifications.
Where the path still exists (the north area), it was extended to a street and the field bears no buildings.
The height varies from P+1E at the ground floor to the secondary streets. The building materials are
resistant (brick or stone masonry, wooden framing, ceramic covers). The typology of the lot (relatively
narrow and profound) frequently generates the L building typology, without ensuring the optimum
capitalisation of the field. 19 of the buildings are built after 1900, 48 between 1850-1900, 43 between
1800-1850, 15 between 1600-1700 and 5 are acknowledged to have been built before 1600. A lot of the
buildings need urgent interventions for drainage and modernisation and the costs, correlated with the

owners’ availability, seem to be prohibitive.

A promising element is the presence of the running water in the fortress’s ditch. There are houses,
even today, that do not have running water and sewage system. There is the need for an intervention

regarding the correlation of the networks and installations and also the adequate urban furniture.

The documentation includes archaeological, literary, iconographic, cartographic, technical elements.
The analysis of the territory was made within different studies and was inevitably marked by the climate of
the ideas of the respective times, aiming at the functional values (central issues, interest areas, functional
stages, localisation of the interventions etc.), the historic values (placement, analysis, monument and
space), the surrounding values (the physical state, the stylistic, architectural and plastic value, the
identification of the valuable spatial or ambient areas), the relation of the fortress- the historic centre, with
the rest of the town. Generally, the historic centre was considered a coherent whole in balance with the
rest, but the realities existent at a certain point or even the cultural limitations influenced the concrete
approach. A present-day approach that could meet a certain unity today would be the option for
immediate actions that could restore the fortified interior, the gates, the tower, the historic monument
buildings. There might be interventions on the west axis for the accomplishment of coherence by
restorations, reconstructions, superposing or even infillings. The medieval presence of the river in the
town might be amplified by highlighting the surrounding’s decorative component. The existent buildings
would be drained and endowed with adequate equipment. As a main consequence, the fortress will have
an ‘introvert” expression of the central interior area. A certain pragmatism (interventions upon the

existent buildings, the landscape treatment of the aquatic and vegetal element, the implementation of new



buildings) will hide the sine die delay of finding solutions for the degradation of the historic environment:
the owners do not have the resources, the “providence” village does not have consistency, the specialised

organisms are overloaded, not being able to decide which intervention is more acute.

Far more dangerous, under the aspect of the risk to attract the disagreement of the environments
constituted in the field, would be an approach that would propose the reconstruction of the defence road
(where it disappeared but it is still present in the documents). Beyond giving back the logic of the place
and the epoch image, this solution would be adequate for the current moment when the property is
reconsidered and would also represent an architecture and urbanism research on profound and narrow lot:
doubling the access would give the owner the possibility to capitalise on the market or by association, the
entire surface of his field and to mobilise at the same time resources for the restoration of the existent
building at the other extremity of the land. The quality of the urban image is enhanced, just as the one of
the possible architecture. It is utopian to believe that this territory could still be filled with apartment
buildings and even with houses on the transversal streets. The resource mobilisation occasioned by this
approach, the quality of the images, the interest stirred by exterior images would correlate to the
deviation of the automobile circulation (except the services and the inhabitants), the realisation of the

fortress’ s ditch in the future, a doubling of the decorative circuit of the surface water.

We would get close to the oldest representation of Sebes town known from Johannes Trdster -
Dacia (Fig. 4), printed in Nurenberg, in 1666. Considered by some “a pure fantasy creation”, due to the
circular path of the fortress and to the exaggerated number of defence towers, it offers us a first image of
the town’s architecture, eclectic in our days. This topic would deserve to be detailed. Immanuel Kant said
(KRITIK DER REINEN VERNUFT): “The schematism through which our understanding power makes contact
with the world of phenomena...is the feature so deeply hidden in the human body, that hardly will we
guess the secret mechanism used by the nature”. The recognisable elements of the plate estrange us from
the development of this idea by E.H Gombrich in “Art and illusion” (Chapter two, Truth and stereotype)
when he was referring to Hartrnann Schedel’s Nurenberg Chronicles, with engravings in Wolgemut wood,
Direr’s professor ‘while fingering the pages of this thick in-folio the same woodcut representing medieval
towns under various legends such as Damascus, Ferrara, Milan and Mantua’ and is close to his view on the
representation as matching reality, 'the step-by-step’ process depending on the choice of the scheme to

be adapted to the task to be able to serve as a portrait’.



Fig. 4. Sebes. “Dacia” plate, Troster, Nurenberg, 1666. (According to Miclea).

If we follow the succession of the images regarding the evolution of the Sebes fortress 1150, 1175,
1200, 1225, 1250, 1275, 16" century and 1800 we notice that it developed initially in the north- west, it
extended in the northern half, it defined the interior, it started doubling the buildings in the northern half,
by building a second front of the land on the defence road, and then, due to the repeated invasions and to
the occupation, it lost its military vocation, so that until 1800, the population in the exterior of the fortress
became considerable and did not need the interior refuge any more and the agricultural lots included the
defence road, being delimited by the interior wall (Fig. 5). In this revealing vision, the reconstruction of
the defence road and the building of the fronts would be a logical development, Troster’s plate would be a
“project” and at the same time an architectural “testament” and the accomplishment of certain buildings
P+1, plausible. The organic process for building and developing the fortress would be a witness and a
background for its reviving and the restoration of the remaining monuments. Needless to say that such an
approach is not usual, it can crush a career and firstly, it has to reunite a consensus. Unlike an architect
who legitimates himself through the building, the historian and the researcher have the advantage of the

detachment and impartial weighing.



Fig. 5. Sebes. The evolution of the establishment between the 12" and 16™ centuries (according to
Miedermaier). Legend: A - in 1150, B - in1175, C - in 1200, D - 1225, E - 1250, F - 1275, G - 16th

century, H - reconstruction of the fortifications system.

We can also relate to the recommendations regarding the protection of the historic and traditional
units and their role in the contemporaneous life made by the United Nations for Education, Science and
Culture in November 1976: “ the units must be studied as a whole, including their spatial evolution,
integrating all the archaeological, architectural, technical and economic data”. The intergovernmental
committee of Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Patrimony of the UN recommended in December
1986 that “in the case of the historic centres covering exactly the perimeter of the old city, today
integrated in the modern town...the precise delimitation of good that will be included in its historic

dimensions is necessary ".

The strongest argument though seems to rise from pragmatism; certain mental configurations must
fit the reality according to which the capitalisation of the resources for the restoration of the existent
monuments can be made by capitalisation of certain areas, especially if the urban structure frozen in an

intermediary stage is being accomplished, a formal coherence is ensured, as well as an adequate



architectural and urban quality and the ambiguity between the historic image and its completion is

avoided.

The capitalisation of the Orthodox Synagogue’s interior in Oradea

A new Jewish community centre

The proposal for a new multifunctional community centre for the Jewish community in Oradea
means a complex approach by the integration of an architectural programme within the historic setting,
correlated with the restoration of the valuable built on surface (historic monument buildings, with
memorial value), resulting in an integrating architectural unit, by which the community manages its
current activities dedicated to the Jews and at the same time serving the non-Jewish population (locals,
but also tourists), offering a specific “cultural product” based on a long tradition, generating a real

“cultural brand” at some point.

Oradea, which once represented the most important Jewish community in Hungary (second as
dimension, smaller than Budapest) and after 1918, in Romania, is a quiet witness today of the immense
Jewish cultural contribution, in almost all the aspects of the society’s life. Analysing Oradea, as a case
study, the way in which the events in Tarile Romane during the 19th century and the first half of the 20th
century incited Carol Iancu to hold a prestigious scientifc event under the sign of the binomial
‘permanence and rupture’ (the continuity which provides for the perenniality of the chosen people and the
changes which verge the rupture/completion of the long lasting fight for emancipation and the tragedy

completed in Shoah).

The best source for Oradea still is the research of Mrs. Tereza Mozes (The Jews in Oradea) and the
survey and photography campaigns carried out by our students during a few years. In Oradea, the
emancipation will illustrate this sense, the architecture as book of the people and way to approach a
territory meeting the Jewish people, deprived by a state and metaphorically obliged to “fight without
weapons”- the religion as the only support, to build in the style of the surrounding people, to bear the
alienation (starting with the one regarding the land) through all kinds of interdictions. The emancipation
transformed the Jewish communities from political groups to religious groups (the slogan was already
napoleon’s: “All for the individual, nothing for the group”), it suppressed the intermediation through the
community representatives, it exacerbated the individualism. The Jews were no longer obliged to live



outside the town and they could let free their desires and fantasies, they explored other fields as well
(aesthetic in this case) besides the study of the holy books and we can talk about a real “appetite” for
architecture. Oradea got to the centre of these processes and the creative effervescence and the quality of
the achievements here entitled me to call it * a Jewish Florence at the end of the 19 century” (let us
remember that a comparison between Florence and Venice highlights especially the effervescence and
variety, not only ideal, but artistic as well and a certain cultivation of the dispute), to highlight especially
the affinities manifested with Art Nouveau, the European character touched by the art lovers and the Jews
in the epoch. The culture people, the intellectuals, industrialists, architects, constructors, they have all

been the “artisans” of a modern town.

There is an important Jewish heritage in Oradea (Fig. 6). It needs protection, ample restoration and
rehabilitation works, so that it can be transmitted to the following generations, in memoriam of the 25
thousands Jews exterminated in Auschwitz- Birkenau in May 1944, along with other 6 million Jews.
Following the European pattern, the Jewish community in Oradea should benefit from a modern,
multifunctional and representative community centre, encouraging and supporting its continuous

development.




Fig. 6. Oradea- The Jewish built patrimony. (according to Bedoire). The map of Oradea’s centre, at the
beginning of the 20™ century. The thick black line marks the Jewish properties. The black dots highlight
the “pretentious” buildings, edified by the Jews in a Hungarian-Jewish style. Most of these buildings still

exist today and need rehabilitation.

In agreement with the proposal initiated by Lempert Family Foundation, the founder of the online
virtual community, Oradea Jewish Community- to establish an educational centre and a Jewish museum in
Oradea, promoting the “tolerance, understanding and generosity” and contributing essentially to the
“memory of the Jewish community in Oradea”, I started a degree project during the current academic
year, from which two possible solutions for the architectural and functional settlement emerged (Fig. 7.
and Fig. 8.) - architect Ionut Julean “Jewish community Centre, Oradea. [the memory of the Jewish
community]”- degree project 2009-2010). Although the initial site was near the “Sinagogue on Teleki
Street” (Rahovei Square), following the discussions with the President of the Jewish Community, Mr. Felix
Koppleman, we agreed upon this project (reuniting other functions as well, besides the initial ones), within

the interior of the Great Orthodox Synagogue, 4, Mihai Viteazul Street.

Fig. 7. Jewish community centre. The interior of the Great Orthodox Synagogue (Mihai Viteazul Street).
Proposal A- Ionut Julean.



Fig. 8. - Jewish community centre. The interior of the Great Orthodox Synagogue (Mihai Viteazul Street).

Proposal B- Ionut Julean.

The Great Synagogue in Oradea is a testimony of the manner to organise the orthodox mosaic
communities at the end of the 19" century and at the beginning of the 20" century, following the
emancipation of the Jews. The unit reunites the cult building itself, the living buildings, the repositories
and commercial spaces (there were groceries storages, sheds, manufactures, factories etc. in the area)
which belonged to the local Jewish community in the past, their resources being used for the maintenance
of the community, as well as for different philanthropic actions. An important part of the project is the
urban integration and the capitalisation of the existent buildings (the present headquarters of the Jewish
Community in Oradea besides the two sacred synagogues), for the maintenance of the memory and
creation of a coherent and correct unit within the current urban context, ensuring the good functioning of
the unit, its insertion in the town, with optimal connections and avoidance of certain congestions.

From a functional point of view, the area has a preponderantly residential character, but is located
in the close vicinity of Unirii Square, central urban area dominated by residential buildings (ground floor,
ground floor+ 1,2,3 floors), with shops on the ground floor and mezzanine, service spaces, offices, public
administration, cult, culture, education institutions etc., being part of the Oradea urban historic central
unit (code BH-II-a-A-01037, L.M.1./2004). Historically, the site belongs to the outskirts of the 19" century



town, strongly characterised by industrial and storage activities (alongside, we have the Emilia Mill and the
former Adria Mill). We must also mention the closeness of many historic architectural monuments, the
most important being: The monastery of Capuchins (code BH-II-a-B-01062, L,M.1./2004) dating from the
18™-19" centuries, the Ullmann Palace (cod BH-II-m-B-01026, L.M.1./2004, dating approx. 1913) and the
Great Orthodox Synagogue itself (code BH-II-m-B-01060, L.M.1./2004, inaugurated in 1890, architect
Bach Nandor). Currently, the location measuring three parcels is the property of the Jewish Community in
Oradea and it reunites many retroceded buildings or buildings that will be retroceded, some of which are
decommissioned and degraded. None of the buildings proposed for demolition has any historic or
architectural value. Currently, they only function as stores, storages and public alimentation spaces. The

evolution and the characteristics of the area and site have been observed by a series of practical analyses.

The result was a complex unit, with a symbolic architecture, dedicated to the community, both for
the regainment of the past and for its future achievements, by implementation of certain functions and
facilities. The necessity of a Jewish community centre in Oradea (reuniting the synagogue, the prayer
house, a festivities hall, a museum and other flexible spaces, a research centre, a hotel and a kosher
restaurant, mikva and other social and medical facilities, besides the administrative spaces) is definitely
indisputable. Both options offer a media space to the public, with a symbolic character and interesting
valences at the level of the urban space. In the current context of the Romanian society, the project might
seem an utopia, but at the level of a civilised European society, it can be seen as an answer to faith, a
hope for better, based on the concrete aspects of the history, within a coherent evolution towards a better

future with respect, effort and mutual help.
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CAROTAJ SONIC
- studiu de caz -
Lector univ. dr. ing. Mircea ALEXE*

Rezumat: Pilotii forati reprezintd una dintre cele mai folosite solutii de fundare de addncime in contextul
aglomerarii urbane, a insertiilor in fondul construit existent si a calitatii slabe a terenului de fundare.
Lucrarea de fata analizeaza metoda carotajului sonic, ca metoda de verificare a calitatii pilotilor forati, prin
intermediul unui studiu de caz ce se refera la verificarea calitatii betonului turnat intr-un pilot forat in
culeea Cernavoda din cadrul lucrarii "Studiu privind verificarea calitatii betonului turnat in pilotii pilelor si
culeelor podului peste canalul Dunare - Marea Neagra in zona CNE Cernavoda".

Cuvinte cheie: solutii de fundare de adancime, piloti forati, carotaj sonic

Aglomerarea urbana, necesitatea insertiei unor constructii noi in fondul locuit existent si calitatea
slaba a terenului de fundare au impus adoptarea unor solutii de fundare de adancime.

INTERZIS CORECT

Constructie existentd Constructie existentd
Constructie noud Constructie noud

2dakricmp

BULB DE PRESIUNME

Pereti mulati

Printre cele mai folosite solutii de fundare de adancime sunt pilotii forati. Realizarea pilotilor forati la
parametrii de proiectare este o necesitate rezultata din imposibilitatea oricaror interventii ulterioare si din
implicatiile pe care le pot avea eventualele neconformitati. Din cele aratate anterior, rezulta necesitatea
verificarii calitatii pilotilor forati. Posibilitatile de verificare a calitatii pilotilor forati sunt foarte limitate,



avand in vedere specificul lucrarii (accesul la pilot numai la partea superioara). Printre metodele de
verificare a calitatii pilotilor forati, cea mai uzitata este metoda carotajului sonic.

In cadrul acestei articol, prin exemplificare, cu ajutorul unui studiu de caz, se doreste sublinierea
necesitatii verificarii calitatii betonului turnat in pilotii forati, in vederea identificarii unor neconformitati
(defecte) imposibil de detectat prin alte metode si ale caror cauze pot fi foarte variate.

Studiu prezentat se refera la verificarea calitatii betonului turnat intr-un pilot forat in culeea
Cernavoda din cadrul lucrarii "Studiu privind verificarea calitatii betonului turnat in pilotii pilelor si culeelor
podului peste canalul Dunare - Marea Neagra in zona CNE Cernavoda".

Studiul de caz pe care il propun va sublinia:

- importanta lucrarii;

- metoda de verificare folosita;

- natura si cauza defectului constatat.

1. Domeniul de aplicabilitate a metodei carotajului sonic

Carotajul sonic este o metoda nedistructiva de verificare a calitatii betonului turnat in pilotii forati.
Metoda implica personal calificat, aparatura relativ ieftind, timp scurt, rezultate precise in timp real.
Carotajul sonic este o0 metoda de defectoscopie ultrasonica nedistructiva si foloseste transmisia directa a
trenului de unde ultrasonice. Metoda prin transmisie sau prin transparentd, utilizeaza doua palpatoare;
unul emitator si altul receptor, plasate unul pe o fata iar celalalt pe suprafata opusa.

Metoda poate fi aplicata elementelor din beton simplu, beton armat sau beton precomprimat, cu
conditia evitarii zonelor de influentd a armaturilor asupra rezultatelor masuratorilor si este specifica
verificarii calitatii betonului turnat in piloti, barete si pereti mulati.

Adancimea maxima ce poate fi explorata in constructiile de beton si beton armat cu aparatura
realizata in tara este de 50 m.

Pregatirile necesare aplicarii metodei constau in fixarea unor tuburi metalice sau din mase plastice,
inchise etans si fixate de carcasa de armaturda a elementului. Aceste tuburi trebuie sa permita glisarea
libera a palpatorilor acustici folositi la explorarea elementului.

Grosimea de beton maxima ce poate fi explorata cu ajutorul aparaturii realizate in tara este de cca.
2,00 m pentru beton marca medie (B 200).

Prin extindere, metoda poate fi aplicata si la examinarea rocilor de gauri de foraj tubate sau
netubate pentru determinarea caracteristicilor elasto-dinamice (viteza de propagare longitudinala, modul
de elasticitate dinamic etc.) ale acestora.

2. Principiul metodei

Metoda consta in masurarea timpului de propagare necesar unui impuls ultrasonic de unde
longitudinale pentru a strabate, prin beton, distanta intre emitator si receptor.

Tehnica de examinare este o tehnica de imersie ce foloseste ca lichid de imersie, apa. Ea limiteaza
domeniul de temperaturi in aplicarea metodei intre 0° si 80°C.

Palpatorii (emitator si receptor) sunt polarizati radial, astfel incat energia emisa in plan orizontal
este aceeasi pe toate directiile planului.

Din timpul de propagare masurat se obtin informatii fie in legatura cu marimea defectului interpus
intre emitator si receptor, fie in legatura cu viteza de propagare ce caracterizeaza betonul din element.
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Pe baza vitezei de propagare a undelor longitudinale se poate calcula modulul de elasticitate
dinamic al betonului sau rezistenta betonului la compresiune.

In vederea determinarii rezistentei betonului la compresiune, din lucrare, este necesar sa se obtina
datele ce caracterizeaza reteta betonului turnat si, de asemenea, daca este posibil, un numar de corpuri
de proba (cuburi de 14 cm laturd) din betonul turnat, de ordinul a 3 bucati. Aceste date si epruvete sunt
folosite in determinarea relatiei de transformare viteza de propagare-rezistenta la compresiune.

Experimental s-a obtinut o functie de regresie intre rezistenta la compresiune a betonului si viteza
de propagare a ultrasunetelor prin acesta de forma:

R;=a e

Coeficientii a si b au fost determinati experimental pentru o reteta de beton standard.
Reteta standard de beton, ce va fi considerata beton standard, este:

-ciment 300 kg/m’

-agregat cuartos de rdu @ > 30 mm

-fractiunea 0 - 1 mm 12 %

-pastrare standard (1 zi cofraj + 6 zile apa + 21 zile aer)

-nu contine adaosuri si aditivi.

a = 2.4 kgf/cmp b=1.1s/km.



Ri=2,4 eV

Se calculeaza coeficientul total de influenta caracteristic betonului, pe baza coeficientilor partiali de
influenta ai fiecarui factor de compozitie, conform relatiei:

Ct = Cc'Ce Ca'C(p'Cg'Cp'Cm'Cu
Unde coeficientii reprezinta influenta, tipul cimentului, dozajul de ciment, natura agregatului,
dimensiunea maxima a agregatului, fractiunea de fin (0-1 mm) a agregatului, existenta unor adaosuri,
maturitatea betonului, umiditatea betonului.
Rc.= ¢ R;

3. Etapele de realizare a unui pilot forat

Etapa 1- Saparea cu graifarul si protejarea gropii cu tubulatura metalica sub protectie de noroi
bentonitic.
ETAPA 1

Tubulatura otel
(tronsoane 6m)

MNoroi bentonitic

Tubulatura otel
(tronsoane 6m)

Graifer

Etapa 2 - Asamblarea si montarea carcasei de armatura, impreuna cu tubulatura de explorare.



ETAPA 2
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Etapa 3- Turnarea betonului in pilot, prin palnie, incepand de jos in sus prin inlocuirea noroiului
bentonitic.

ETAPA 3

\::’ Palnie de betonare

Etapa 4 - Recuperarea tubulaturii de protectie.

Etapa 5 - Verificarea calitatii betonului, turnat in piloti, prin metoda carotajului sonic.
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Etapa 6 - Injectarea betonului in tubulatura de explorare.

Etapa 7 - Realizarea radierului peste pilotii forati (armarea si betonarea).
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VIm/sT | g, V [m/s Ro VIm/s] | Re R

H [m] ;:oloana Coloana 1 | Coloana 2 goloana Coloana 3 | Coloana 3 medie
-0.25 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

-0.50 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

-0.75 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

-1.00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

-1.25 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

-1.50 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

-1.75 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

-2.00 4106.6 | 274.0 4199.9 304.0 3795.6 195.0 242.0
-2.25 4258.1 | 324.0 4198.1 303.0 4210.5 307.0 311.0
-2.50 4182.8 | 298.0 4198.1 303.0 4113.9 276.0 292.0
-2.75 4179.2 | 297.0 4189.3 300.0 4193.5 301.0 299.0
-3.00 4213.7 | 308.0 4180.6 297.0 4227.6 313.0 306.0
-3.25 4239.5 | 317.0 4198.1 303.0 4236.2 316.0 312.0
-3.50 4293.9 | 337.0 4215.8 309.0 4244.9 319.0 322.0
-3.75 4290.1 | 335.0 4219.4 310.0 4253.5 322.0 322.0
-4.00 4290.1 | 335.0 4222.9 311.0 4262.3 325.0 324.0
-4.25 4311.1 | 343.0 4224.7 312.0 4262.3 325.0 327.0
-4.50 4322.6 | 347.0 4226.5 313.0 4262.3 325.0 328.0
-4.75 4324.5 | 348.0 4231. 9 314.0 4262.3 325.0 329.0
-5.00 4332.2 | 351.0 4237.2 316.0 4262.3 325.0 331.0
-5.25 4252.5 | 322.0 4257.1 323.0 4262.3 325.0 323.0
-5.50 4235.8 | 316.0 4277 .1 330.0 4262.3 325.0 324.0
-5.75 4186.4 | 299.0 4257.1 323.0 4264.0 326.0 316.0
-6.00 4193.6 | 302.0 4237.2 316.0 4264.0 326.0 315.0
-6.25 4221.0 | 311.0 4264.3 326.0 4267.5 327.0 321.0
-6.50 4246.9 | 320.0 4293.6 336.0 4271.0 328.0 328.0
-6.75 4235.8 | 316.0 4308.4 342.0 4276.3 330.0 329.0
-7.00 4263.7 | 326.0 4323.3 348.0 4279.8 331.0 335.0
-7.25 4246.9 | 320.0 4253.5 322.0 4271.0 328.0 323.0
-7.50 4273.1 | 329.0 4185.8 299.0 4260.5 324.0 317.0
-7.75 4258.1 | 324.0 4198.1 303.0 4251.8 321.0 316.0
-8.00 4259.9 | 324.0 4212.3 308.0 4243.1 318.0 317.0
-8.25 4271.2 | 328.0 4217.6 310.0 4251.8 321.0 320.0




-8.50 [4311.1 | 343.0 4222.9 311.0 4262.3 325.0 326.0
-8.75 14278.7 | 331.0 4255.3 323.0 4271.0 328.0 327.0
-9.00 |4275.0 | 330.0 4290.0 335.0 4281.6 332.0 332.0
-9.25 14269.3 | 328.0 4295.5 337.0 4292.2 336.0 334.0
-9.50 14320.7 |347.0 4301.0 339.0 4302.8 340.0 342.0
-9.75 14288.2 | 334.0 4278.9 331.0 4313.5 344.0 336.0
-10.00 | 4200.9 | 304.0 4257.1 323.0 4324.3 348.0 325.0
-10.25 | 4200.9 | 304.0 4239.0 317.0 4340.5 354.0 325.0
-10.50 | 4186.4 | 299.0 4222.9 311.0 4356.9 361.0 324.0
-10.75 14190.0 | 300.0 4217.6 310.0 4373.4 367.0 326.0
-11.00 | 4213.7 | 308.0 4214.0 308.0 4390.0 374.0 330.0
-11.25 |1 4258.1 | 324.0 4239.0 317.0 4397.4 377.0 339.0
-11.50 | 4269.3 | 328.0 4264.3 326.0 4403.0 379.0 344.0
-11.75 14307.2 | 341.0 4278.9 331.0 4325.7 348.0 340.0
-12.00 |4276.9 | 330.0 4293.6 336.0 4333.0 351.0 339.0
-12.25 14275.0 | 330.0 4269.8 328.0 4333.0 351.0 336.0
-12.50 | 4267.4 | 327.0 4248.0 320.0 4334.8 352.0 333.0
-12.75 14324.5 | 348.0 4255.3 323.0 4334.8 352.0 341.0
-13.00 | 4286.3 | 334.0 4264.3 326.0 4336.7 353.0 338.0
-13.25 1 4213.7 | 308.0 4288.1 334.0 4336.7 353.0 332.0
-13.50 | 4228.4 | 313.0 4312.2 343.0 4336.7 353.0 336.0
-13.75 14181.0 | 297.0 4310.3 343.0 4336.7 353.0 331.0
-14.00 | 4129.4 | 281.0 4310.3 343.0 4336.7 353.0 326.0
-14.25 14110.1 | 275.0 4310.3 343.0 4336.7 353.0 324.0
-14.50 | 4117.1 | 277 .0 4312.2 343.0 4334.8 352.0 324.0
-14.75 14099.7 | 272.0 4321. 5 347.0 4334.8 352.0 324.0
-15.00 | 4087.6 | 268.0 4332.7 351.0 4334.8 352.0 324.0
-15.25 14110.1 | 275.0 4262.5 325.0 4351.5 358.0 319.0
-15.50 | 4111.9 | 276.0 4196.3 302.0 4368.3 365.0 314.0
-15.75 14046.7 | 257.0 4246.2 319.0 4385.2 372.0 301.0
-16.00 | 4008.2 | 246.0 4299.2 338.0 4402.2 379.0 302.0
-16.25 |1 4000.0 | 244.0 4280.8 332.0 4377.6 369.0 297.0
-16.50 | 4043.3 | 256.0 4262.5 325.0 4353.3 359.0 299.0
-16.75 14013.2 | 247.0 4278.9 331.0. 4331.2 351.0 294.0
-17.00 | 4004.9 | 245.0 4297.3 338.0 4307.4 342.0 308.0
-17.25 |1 3996.7 | 243.0 4278.9 331.0 4309.2 342.0 305.0
-17.50 | 4006.6 | 246.0 4260.7 325.0 4311.0 343.0 305.0
-17.75 14024.9 | 251.0 4266.2 326.0 4314.7 344.0 307.0
-18.00 | 4085.9 | 268.0 4271.6 328.0 4316.5 345.0 314.0
-18.25 | 4039.9 | 255.0 4290.0 335.0 4390.0 374.0 305.0
-18.50 | 4053.4 | 259.0 4308.4 342.0 4378.9 369.0 307.0
-18.75 14051.8 | 258.0 4280.8 332.0 4367.9 365.0 303.0
-19.00 | 4065.3 |262.0 4253.5 322.0 4356.9 361. 0 315.0




-19.25 14110.1 | 275.0 4251.7 321. 0 4367.9 365.0 320.0
-19.50 | 4143.5 | 285.0 4286.3 334.0 4378.9 369.0 329.0
-19.75 14145.3 | 286.0 4310.3 343.0 4390.0 374.0 334.0
-20.00 | 3995.0 | 243.0 4205.2 305.0 4401.1 378.0 292.0
-20.25 | 3706.5 |177.0 4074.9 265.0 4215.6 309.0 232.0
-20.50 | 4113.6 | 276.0 4098.3 272.0 3861. 8 210.0 253.0
-20.75 14120.6 | 278.0 4123.7 279.0 4168.3 293.0 283.0
-21.00 | 4267.4 | 327.0 4310.3 343.0 4358.7 361.0 344.0
-21.25 14168.4 | 293.0 4277.1 330.0 4315.3 344.0 322.0
-21.50 | 4154.1 | 289.0 4246.2 319.0 4213.9 308.0 305.0
-21.75 |1 4405.0 | 380.0 4248.0 320.0 4367.9 365.0 355.0
-22.00 | 4399.0 | 378.0 4251.7 321.0 4297.5 338.0 346.0
-22.25 14048.4 | 257.0 4325.2 348.0 3940.8 229.0 266.0
-22.50 | 4063.6 | 262.0 3589.3 156.0 3456.3 134.0 168.0
-22.75 | 3599.2 |157.0 3580.3 154.0 3695.8 175.0 162.0
-23.00 | 3784.6 | 193.0 3210.2 103.0 3621.1 161.0 152.0
-23.25 | 3595.2 | 157.0 3461.4 135.0 3566.8, 152.0 148.0
-23.50 | 3595.2 | 157.0 3387.1 125.0 3452.6 134.0 139.0
-23.75 | 2523.5 |48.0 2576.1 51.0 2800.9 66.0 55.0
-24.00 | 2548.2 | 50.0 2594.3 52.0 3220.3 104.0 69.0
-24.25 | 2505.2 1 47.0 2606.0 53.0 3300.5 113.0 71.0
-24.50 | 2518.8 |48.0 2599.2 53.0 3342.1 119.0 73.0
-24.75 | 2538.5 |49.0 2581.5 52.0 3384.8 124.0 75.0
-25.00 | 2561.6 | 50.0 2499.4 47.0 3438.9 132.0 76.0
-25.25 | 2543.3 |49.0 2538.6 49.0 3357.8 121.0 73.0
-25.50 | 2505.8 | 47.0 2556.9 50.0 3279.6 111.0 69.0
-25.75 | 2565.9 | 51.0 2565.3 51.0 2735.1 61.0 54.0
-26.00 | 2523.5 |48.0 2573.7 51.0 2671.0 57.0 52.0
-26.25 | 2545.2 | 50.0 2582.1 52.0 2648.7 56.0 53.0
-26.50 | 2539.1 |49.0 2557.5 50.0 2709.1 59.0 53.0
-26.75 | 2483.1 | 46.0 2539.8 49.0 2676.0 57.0 51.0
-27.00 | 2465.4 | 45.0 2531.0 49.0 2693.7 58.0 51.0
-27.25 1 2442.3 | 44.0 2522.3 48.0 2695.0 58.0 50.0
-27.50 | 2371.4 [41.0 2582.1 52.0 2701.4 59.0 51.0
-27.75 12391.6 | 42.0 2561.7 50.0 3863.1 210.0 79.0
-28.00 | 2388.3 |42.0 2559.3. 50.0 4106.6 274.0 92.0
-28.25 | 2420.8 | 43.0 3974.5 237.0 3830.5 203.0 132.0
-28.50 | 2939.4 |76.0 4009.6 246.0 3980.1 239.0 159.0
-28.75 14053.4 |259.0 4009.6 246.0 4356.9 361.0 274.0
-29.00 | 4099.7 |272.0 3998.4 243.0 4267.5 327.0 281.0
-29.25 | 4159.5 |290.0 4008.0 246.0 4283.3 333.0 290.0
-29.50 | 4188.2 | 300.0 4017.6 249.0 4297.5 338.0 296.0
-29.75 14261. 8 | 325.0 4063.3 261.0 4313.5 344.0 310.0




-30.00 |4365.4 | 364.0 4111.8 276.0 4329.7 350.0 330.0
-30.25 | 4359.5 | 362.0 4108.4 275.0 4315.3 344.0 327.0
-30.50 | 4375.2 | 368.0 4105.0 274.0 4302.8 340.0 327.0
-30.75 | 4286.3 | 334.0 4086.6 268.0 4288.6 335.0 312.0
-31.00 | 4332.2 | 351.0 4068.3 263.0 4276.3 330.0 315.0
-31.25 1 4363.8 | 363.0 4230.1 314.0 4279.8 331.0 336.0
-31.50 | 4347.8 | 357.0 4407.2 381.0 4285.1 333.0 357.0
-31.75 | 4365.8 | 364.0 4391.7 375.0 4288.6 335.0 358.0
-32.00 | 4328.0 | 349.0 4378.2 369.0 4293.9 337.0 352.0
-32.25 | 4302.5 | 340.0 4384.0 371.0 4290.4 335.0 349.0
-32.50 | 4225.9 |312.0 4391.7 375.0 4288.6 335.0 341.0
-32.75 14161.1 | 291.0 4368.7 365.0 4285.1 333.0 330.0
-33.00 | 4170.3 | 294.0 4347.8 357.0 4283.3 333.0 328.0
-33.25 | 4212.8 | 308.0 4321. 5 347.0 4290.4 335.0 330.0
-33.50 |4312.3 | 343.0 4297.3 338.0 4297.5 338.0 340.0
-33.75 | 4361. 8 | 362.0 4327.1 349.0 4304.6 340.0 350.0
-34.00 | 4312.3 | 343.0 4359.2 361.0 4311.7 343.0 349.0
-34.25 | 4269.6 | 328.0 4385.9 372.0 4313.5 344.0 348.0
-34.50 | 4246.7 | 320.0 4282.5 332.0 4315.3 344.0 332.0
-34.75 |4231. 6 | 314.0 4299.6 339.0 4317.1 345.0 333.0
-35.00 | 4248.6 | 320.0 4318.7 346.0 4318.9 346.0 337.0
-35.25 | 4304.4 | 340.0 4345.8 356.0 4317.1 345.0 347.0
-35.50 | 4349.8 | 358.0 4375.2 368.0 4315.3 344.0 357.0
-35.75 | 4351.8 | 359.0 4281.2 332.0 4313.5 344.0 345.0
-36.00 | 4367.8 | 365.0 4279.2 331.0 4311.7 343.0 346.0
-36.25 | 4300.5 | 339.0 4285.0 333.0 4329.7 350.0 341.0
-36.50 | 4250.5 | 321.0 4292.8 336.0 4347.8 357.0 338.0
-36.75 | 4288.9 | 335.0 4318.1 346.0 4367.9 365.0 349.0
-37.00 | 4241.0 | 318.0 4343.8 355.0 4386.3 372.0 348.0
-37.25 | 4246.7 | 320.0 4306.4 341.0 4395.6 376.0 346.0
-37.50 | 4212.8 | 308.0 4314.2 344.0 4395.6 376.0 343.0
-37.75 14244.8 | 319.0 4302.5 340.0 4425.5 389.0 349.0
-38.00 | 4277.3 | 330.0 4357.8 361.0 4455.8 402.0 364.0
-38.25 | 4246.7 | 320.0 4363.8 363.0 4459.6 403.0 362.0
-38.50 | 4220.3 | 310.0 4385.9 372.0 4469.2 408.0 363.0




Directia 1-2

Directia 2-3

Directia 1-3

Abaterea patratica medie a | 595.23 571.69 448.20
vitezei:
Coeficientul de variatie al | 15.01 % 14.23 % 10.87 %

vitezei:

- Media generala: 283.6 daN/cm2
- Coeficientul total de influenta: 1.30
- H =+175cm Reprezinta diferenta de cota intre tevi si betonul de egalizare.

- Varsta betonului la data incercarii
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4. Explicatia aparitiei defectului semnalat

Recuperarea tubulaturii

_heton__
prosspaEt

-23.50

_:&} LN

papé ppémént

Conditia de echilibru (pentru ca nisipul saturat sa nu patrunda in coloana de beton), este ca
presiunea betonului proaspat turnat si a noroiului bentonitic ramas sa fie mai mare sau egala cu suma
presiunilor exercitate de pamant si de apa.

Pbeton + Pnoroi bentonit > ppémént + papé

Poeton — Feprezinta presiunea exercitata de coloana de beton proaspat

Ppsmant= pbet'Hl'g

Proroi bentonitic — F€prezinta presiunea exercitata de coloana de noroi betonitic (de la CTN pana la beton)
Ppsmant= pbet'(HA'Hl)'g

Ppsmant — reprezinta presiunea exercitata de coloana de pamant (de la CTN pana la Ha)

Ppsmant= Z(plhlg)

pi-h; - reprezinta densitatea, respectiv indltimea, fiecarui strat de pamant (de la CTN pana la Ha)
Ppsmant — reprezinta presiunea exercitata de coloana de pamant

Paps= papé'HA'g

Conditia de echilibru mai poate fi satisfacuta si cu ajutorul efortului unitar admisibil in betonul
proaspat. Adica, prin intarzierea recuperarii tubulaturii pana ce betonul proaspat intra in priza si incepe sa

se intareasca.

Obeton + Pbeton + Pbentonit > ppémént + papé

Obeton — Fe€prezinta rezistenta la compresiune a betonului la momentul recuperarii tubulaturii



Aceasta intarziere, necesara cresterii rezistentei admisibile in beton, trebuie foarte bine calculat3,
deoarece poate conduce la imposibilitatea recuperarii tubulaturii. Determinarea rezistentei admisibile la
compresiune, in beton, pe perioada de intarire, se poate determina, cu precizie suficienta, cunoscandu-se
reteta betonului, varsta exacta si temperatura.

Defectul constatat la doi din cei opt piloti forati ai culeei Cernavoda a podului peste canalul Dunare -
Marea Neagra in zona CNE Cernavodd s-a datorat recuperdrii rapide a tubulaturii coroborate cu o
stratificatie defavorabila a pamantului. In cunostinta de cauza, proiectantul lucrarii, a putut sa ia masurile
necesare pentru ca aceasta deficienta sa nu afecteze siguranta structurald a podului. Aceste masuri au
constat in realizarea a inca doi piloti forati pentru culeea in cauza.
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SONIC LOGGING
- Case study -

Lecturer PhD. Eng. Mircea ALEXE*

Abstract: The drilled piles are most frequently used in deep foundation, having in view the urban
agglomeration and the poor soil. The case study addresses the quality of the concrete poured into a drilled
pile from Cernavoda abutment. It is included in the paper entitled "Study on assessing the quality of the

concrete poured into the piles and abutments of the bridge over the Danube-Black Sea Canal, at
Cernavoda area”.

Key words: deep foundation methods, drilled piles, sonic logging

Urban agglomeration, building new structures and the poor soil entail deep foundation.
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Diagram:

WRONG RIGHT

Existing structure Existing structure
New structure New structure
Pressure bulb Drilled piles or
Isobar Moulded walls

The drilled piles are most frequently used in deep foundation. Since no subsequent works can be
performed, the drilled piles must be designed in line with the standard parameters; therefore, they must
be verified. The pilot assessment methods are limited considering that only the upper part of the pilot is

reachable. The most spread pilot assessment method is sonic logging.

We aim at assessing the quality of the concrete poured into the drilled piles in order to identify the

potential flaws, non-traceable through other methods.

The case study addresses the quality of the concrete poured into a drilled pile from Cernavoda
abutment. It is included in the paper entitled “"Study on assessing the quality of the concrete poured into
the piles and abutments of the bridge over the Danube-Black Sea Canal, at Cernavoda area.

The case study outlines:

- the paper importance;

- the assessment method;

- the nature and cause of the flow.

1. Scope of the sonic logging method



Sonic logging is a harmless method of assessing the quality of the concrete poured into the drilled piles.
The method is time saving and implies skilled workforce, relatively cheap machinery and accurate
results. Sonic logging is an ultrasonic wave-based flaw detecting method, involving two detectors: the
transmitter, located on one side and the receiver, situated on the opposite side.

The method is applicable for plain concrete, concrete steel or prestressed concrete elements,
avoiding the areas where the steel framing may hinder the measurements. It is meant to assess the
quality of the concrete poured into piles, bars and moulded walls.

The maximum concrete and concrete steel drilling depth, using national machinery, is 50 metres.

The method requires sealed metal or plastic pipes fixed to the steel framing. These pipes allow the

acoustic detectors slide.

One can drill B 200-type concrete, using national machinery, up to 2 metres in depth.

The method may be applied for cased or uncased drilling rocks in order to determine their elastic

and dynamic properties (longitudinal propagation speed, dynamic elasticity and the like).

2. Principle

The method measures the time interval in which a longitudinal ultrasonic impulse travels the

transmitter — receiver distance through concrete.

It is an immersion technique using water as an immersion fluid; the temperature range varies from

0 to 80 Celsius degrees.

The detectors (transmitter and receiver) are radially polarized in so far as the horizontal energy is
the same all throughout the plane.
The propagation interval measurement provides information either on the flaw between the

transmitter and the receiver, or on the propagation speed.
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According to the longitudinal wave propagation speed, one can measure the concrete dynamic
elasticity or the concrete resistance to compression.

In order to determine the concrete resistance to compression, we have to collect the data on the
guss concrete and, if feasible, we need to get 3 parts of the guss concrete (of 14 cm / side, each). Such

data and test tubes are used to determine the propagation speed / compression resistance relation.

Experimentally, a regression function was obtained between the resistance to compression of the
concrete and the propagation speed of the ultrasounds through it:

Ri=a e
The a and b coefficients were experimentally determined for a standard concrete formula.
The standard concrete formula, which is going to be considered standard concrete, is:
cement 300 kg/m’*
- river quartz aggregate ¢ > 30 mm
- theO0-1mm 12 % fraction
- standard conservation (1 day mould+ 6 days water+ 21 days air)

- does not contain additives and admixtures.

a = 2.4 kgf/cmp b=1.1s/km.
Ri=2,4 e

The total influence coefficient characteristic to the concrete is calculated, based on the partial
influence coefficients of each factor, according to the relation:

Ct = Cc'Ce Ca'C(P'Cg'Cp'Cm'Cu

Where the coefficients represent the influence, the cement type, the cement dosage, the type of
aggregate, the maximum dimension of the aggregate, the fraction of the aggregate (0- 1 mm) the
existence of certain admixtures, the maturity of the concrete, the humidity of the concrete.



Rc.= ¢ R;

3. The stages for accomplishing a bored pile

Stage 1- Digging with a grab bucket and protecting the pit with metallic piping under coating of bentonitic

mud.
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STAGE 1
Metallic piping (6 m section)
Grab bucket

Metallic piping (6 m section)

Bentonitic mud

Stage 2- Matching and assembling the reinforcement fabric, together with the exploration pipe.
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Stage 3- Casting the steel into the pile, through the cement hopper, starting from the down side upwards,
replacing the bentonitic mud.
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Stage 4- Protection piping reclaiming

Stage 5- Verification of the quality of the concrete cast in the piles by sonic logging.

STAGE 4
Concrete- bentonitic mud composition

Concrete



STAGE 5
Betonscop

Concrete

Stage 6- Injecting the concrete in the exploration pipes.
Stage 7- Establishment of the foundation raft over the drilled piles (reinforcement and concrete).

STAGE 6
Concrete injection

Concrete

STAGE 7
Foundation raft

Concrete

Direction 1-2 Direction 2-3 Direction 1-3

The average quadric | 595.23 571.69 448.20
deviation of speed:

The speed variation | 15.01 % 14.23 % 10.87 %
coefficient:

- General average: 283.6 daN/cm2
- The total influence coefficient: 1.30
- H= +175 cm The elevation difference between pipes and the concrete levelling.

- The age of the concrete at the date of the trial: 200 days
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4. The explanation of the emergence of the observed fault

Pipe recovery
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The balance condition (in order for the saturated sand not to infiltrate into the concrete column) is
that the pressure of the fresh guss concrete and of the bentonitic mud be higher or equal to the amount of

the pressures exerted by the soil and water.



p concrete+ p bentonitic mud +p water

p concrete- the pressure exerted by the fresh concrete column

P sOil= Ppet'Hi-g

p bentonitic mud- the pressure exerted by the bentonitic mud column (from CTN to the concrete)
p soil = pper:(Ha-H1)-g

p soil- the pressure exerted by the soil column (from CTN to Hj)

p soil = Z(pi-hi-g)

p soil- the density and height of each soil layer (from CTN to Ha)

p soil- the pressure exerted by the soil column

p water= p water-Ha'g

The balance condition can also be satisfied with the help of the unity of effort admitted in the fresh

concrete. Therefore, by delaying the pipe recovery until the fresh concrete begins to bind.

Zconcrete + Pconcrete + Pbentonite 2 Psoil + Pwater

Obeton- the concrete’s resistance to reduction in the moment of the recovery

This delay, necessary for the resistance growth admitted in the concrete must be calculated
carefully, as it can lead to the impossibility to recover the piping. The determination of the resistance
admitted for compression, in the concrete, during the consolidation period can be determined with enough

precision, knowing the recipe of the concrete, the exact age and temperature.

The fault observed on two of the eight bored piles of the Cernavoda bridge abutment over the
Danube- Black Sea channel in the area of CNE Cernavoda was due to the rapid recovery of the piping
corroborated with an unfavourable stratification of the soil. Being informed, the designing engineer could
take the necessary measures so that the deficiency would not affect the structural safety of the bridge.

These measures consisted in building two more bored piles for the above-mentioned bridge abutment.



Bibliography

1. Instructiuni tehnice pentru " Controlul caltatii betonului la constructiile ingropate prin metoda
carotajului sonic", indicativ C 200-81

2. Referat cu concluzii asupra "Controlului calitatii betonului prin metoda carotajului sonic din 15
piloti forati @1500 de la podul peste Canalul Dunare-Marea Neagra in zona CNE Cernavoda - INCERC

Bucuresti

Notes

* University of Architecture Spiru haret, Faculty of Architecture, Bucharest



LOCUIRE
PROBLEMATICA LOCUIRII
Conf. univ. dr. arh. Gheorghe IONASCU*

Rezumat: Problematica locuirii este abordata la nivel conceptual prin definirea principalilor termini
recurenti si prin corelarea sectorului locuire cu celelalte domenii ale economiei implicate in succesul
strategiei de locuire. Lucrarea de fata aduce in prim plan o schita proiect in ceea ce priveste strategia
nationala de locuire, ce prefigureaza viitorul habitatului urban propunadnd principii generale de locuire ,
fixdnd obiective generale, particulare si regionale, denumind domenii de realizare practica si politici de
locuire la nivel national.

Cuvinte cheie: /ocuire, locuinta, strategia locuirii, politici de locuire, programe de locuire

1. Abordarea conceptuala

Habitat = locul in care o populatie vietuieste (traieste) in mod natural.
Locuirea (habitatul uman) este:
- procesul de convietuire complexa a comunitatilor umane in asezari (localitati) in interrelatii cu mediul
natural si creat de om,
- elementul cheie al dezvoltarii asezarilor umane,
- factorul fundamental de armonie, stabilitate sociala si de calitate a vietii populatiei umane.
Conceptul de locuire are o arie foarte mare. Locuirea cuprinde (se refera la):
- vatra asezarii (intravilanul localitatii),
- locuintele individuale si colective,
- infrastructurile tehnico-edilitare,
- dotarile si serviciile publice la care populatia are acces,
- unitatile de productie de bunuri materiale, necesare populatiei,
- facilitatile de recreere, un ambient corespunzator, placut si reconfortant,
- relatiile populatiei cu mediul, relatiile sociale intercomunitare.
Legaturile fundamentale intre sectorul locuire si celelalte domenii ale economiei (cu implicatii cruciale in
succesul strategiei si in coordonarea politicilor), sunt:
A) veniturile si locul de munca,
B) partea financiara a economiei, cuprinzand economiile familiilor si rolul locuintei ca principal bun si
sursa a bogatiei familiei,
C) partea bugetara a economiei, cuprinzand cheltuielile publice pentru locuire si infrastructuri.
Investitiile in sectorul public al locuirii reprezinta o parte importanta a investitiilor din sectorul public. De
aceea, locuinta este o parte componentd esentiala a politicilor economice globale. Locuinta este
componenta fundamentala a asezarilor umane.



2. Strategia locuirii

prefigureaza viitorul asezarilor umane, a procesului de habitat uman pe orizont lung de timp

abordeaza realitatea intr-o viziune globala, vizand toate componentele, nu numai locuintele,

contine principii si obiective,

se realizeaza prin politici, promovate de guvern si aprobate de parlament.

Pot fi : a) strategii de mentinere si stabilitate (in societati avansate),
b) strategii de tranzitie de la un sistem socio-economic la altul,
c) strategii de relansare socio—economica,
d) strategii de criza.
Ultimele trei tipuri de strategii corespund conditiilor actuale pentru Romania.

Strategia locuirii trebuie sa cuprinda 4 directii complementare:

= definirea precisa si cuantificabila a obiectivelor in domeniu,

reorganizarea progresiva a sectorului locuirii,

mobilizarea si repartitia rationala a resurselor financiare in acest sector,

o atentie egala acordata: - productiei de locuinte noi,

- modernizarii/reabilitarii locuintelor existente,
- gestionarii terenurilor,
- promovarii industriei constructiilor.

Cheia eficientei strategiei nationale a locuirii sunt politicile macro-economice, care leaga sectorul locuirii de

restul economiei. Criteriul fundamental al strategiei locuirii, care determina succesul reformei, al deciziilor

parlamentului si guvernului este:

= punerea in valoare a acumularilor si resurselor existente in tara:

- capacitatile de cercetare- proiectare- dezvoltare, expertiza specialistilor,

- capacitatile de productie in constructii in general si pentru locuinte in special,

- forta de munca calificata in constructii,

- resursele naturale si energetice,

- acumularile banesti ale populatiei,

- alocatiile de la buget, pentru reabilitarea locuintelor existente si locuinte noi.
= largirea pietei interne si externe a constructiilor, prin:

- crearea si dezvoltarea unei piete interne a constructiilor,

- conexiunea pietei interne cu piata externa.

= utilizarea creditelor si imprumuturilor externe cu precadere pentru relansarea constructiilor in general si

a constructiei de locuinte in special (deci pentru productie si nu pentru consum)

Strategia locuirii vizeaza urmatoarele tinte:

- recunoaste importanta asezarilor umane in dezvoltare cu mentinerea atributelor lor,

- promoveaza conducerea democratica la toate nivelele, prin incurajarea participarii publice in
procesul adoptarii deciziilor, edificand cadrul de participare a sectorului privat si rolul de
raspundere al guvernului central si al administratiilor locale,

- asigura dezvoltarea urbana, ca parte importantd a economiei nationale, oferind oportunitati
pentru investitii pentru locuinte si infrastructuri tehnico- edilitare,

- asigura securitatea dreptului de proprietate asupra terenurilor si investitiilor si alte drepturi
publice si private,




- asista planificarea spatiala si managementul integrat al teritoriului,

- contribuie la realizarea directiilor strategice definite pe plan mondial si european, privind
dezvoltarea durabil3,

- orienteaza prioritatile de actiune catre cei care au cea mai mare nevoie de locuinte,

- asigura locuinte si pentru cei cu venituri scazute, care cheltuiesc un procent ridicat din venitul lor
pentru locuinte.

3. Politicile de locuire

reprezinta orientarile concrete pe termen mediu si scurt,
reflecta tendintele si cerintele sociale,
cuprind obiective sectoriale concomitente, necesare realizarii strategiei,
reflecta intentiile declarate ale guvernului,
se realizeaza prin programe concrete.
Pot fi politici de locuire: = globale sau
= sectoriale: - economice, de facilitare,

- sociale, de acces a tuturor categoriilor sociale,

- de asigurare a terenurilor necesare,

- arhitectural-urbanistice,

- tehnologice, de construire.
Promotorii politicilor de locuire trebuie sa fie constienti ca :
- investitile n locuire sunt productive atat din punct de vedere economic, cat si social,
reprezentand o importanta sursa de venituri si locuri de munca;
- locuirea reprezintd o parte importanta a bogatiei nationale si constituie o masura a bunastarii
sociale, precum si un stimulent pentru economie si investitii.

Politicile (nationale) de locuire, bine alese, bazate pe resurse disponibile, eficient aplicate, la nivel national
si local, de catre un numar mare de agenti, permit rezolvarea problemelor economice pe termen scurt si
stabilirea unor legaturi durabile si fructuoase intre sectorul locuirii si restul economiei. Politicile de locuire
sunt influentate de: gradul de stabilitate (sau instabilitate) al economiei in general, maturitatea pietei,
nivelul inflatiei si nivelul dobanzilor.
Politicile de locuire trebuie sa gaseasca echilibrul intre o eficienta crescuta si justitie sociala (echitate).
Obiectivele politicilor de locuire trebuie formulate tinand seama de: posibilitatile economice, resursele
financiare posibil de mobilizat, resursele materiale, resursele tehnice si tehnologice, resursele de forta de
munca, resursele de terenuri.
Politicile de locuire trebuie formulate vizdnd caracterul locuintei, ca bun de folosinta indelungata, de
achizitie pe termen lung, care se transfera de regula generatiilor urmatoare.
Deteriorarea prematura a stocului existent de locuinte trebuie contracarata si prevenita prin intretinerea
corespunzatoare, reabilitarea si consolidarea, dupa caz, a acestora.

4. Programele de locuire
= reprezinta activitati concrete, adecvate, realiste si convergente, stabilite oficial (instituite) prin acte
normative, cu alocarea resurselor, definirea termenelor si responsabilitatilor,
= contin: - 1. Definirea activitatilor,
- 2. Precizarea resurselor disponibile,



- 3. Stabilirea responsabilitatilor,

- 4. Termenele de realizare.
se realizeaza prin : studii, proiecte, actiuni si investitii,
presupun dezvoltarea parteneriatului public - privat,
= presupun existenta unei culturi a dezvoltarii, dezvoltarea fiind asumata de comunitate si nu impusa din
afara, de sus.
= trebuie sa asigure dezvoltarea durabila si protectia mediului
= trebuie sa asigure gestionarea responsabila a resurselor, in special a celor neregenerabile, utilizand si
reciclarile.
Pot fi programe de locuire integrate, globale pentru o tara, regiune, zona, localitate sau cartier ori un
ansamblu si programe de locuire sectoriale: pentru locuinte noi, pentru consolidarea ori reabilitarea celor
existente, pentru asigurarea infrastructurilor tehnico- edilitare etc. etc.

5. Definitii si abordari

Locuinta este unitatea constructiva, formata din una sau mai multe camere de locuit, situate la
acelasi nivel al cladirii sau la nivele diferite, prevazuta de regula cu dependinte (bucatarie, baie etc.) sau
cu alte spatii de deservire, independenta din punct de vedere functional, avand intrare separata din casa
scarii, curte sau strada si care a fost construita, transformata sau amenajata in scopul de a fi folosita, de
regulda, de o singura gospodarie sau familie.

Locuinta este unitatea elementara de referinta pentru habitatul uman.

Locuinta este un sistem de habitat uman pentru o familie, sau o gospodarie .

Mai multe locuinte cuplate in vile sau in blocuri, cu unul sau mai multe etaje, formeaza un ansamblu
construit de locuinte, un sistem de sisteme, sau un macro-sistem de locuinte.

Mai multe vile si/sau blocuri de locuit pot forma un ansamblu de locuinte sau un cartier, prevazut
cu infrastructura tehnico-edilitara necesara locuirii (drumuri, alimentare cu apa, canalizare, gaze,
termoficare, telecomunicatii, energie electrica etc.)

Un ansamblu urbanistic rezidential, de locuit, urban sau rural, are in componenta, de regul3,
dotarile (comerciale, de servicii, culturale, sociale, de invatamant, sanatate etc.) necesare convietuirii
comunitatii umane respective si asigurarii facilitatilor strict-necesare.

Construirea locuintelor “de masa"“, multe, ieftine, de slaba calitate, caracteristica perioadei anterioare

revolutiei din 1989, a condus la realizarea asa-ziselor “cartiere- dormitor", care nu dispuneau de dotarile si

serviciile necesare unui habitat uman optim. Un cartier/ansamblu de locuinte ar trebui sa aiba, o

personalitate proprie, o infatisare distincta si specifica.

Intr-o abordare sistemica:

- locuinta este un element (construit), un sistem de locuit pentru o familie,

- un grup de locuinte este un sistem de locuire care inglobeaza mai multe sisteme de locuit, fiind un
sistem de sisteme (bloc, vila, etc);

- un ansamblu urbanistic de locuire este un mezo-sistem, care inglobeaza - ca sistem ierarhic
superior — mai multe sisteme de locuit;

- un cartier de locuinte este un macro-sistem, ingloband ierarhic ansamblurile;

- 0 localitate este un macro-sistem de habitat uman, de rang superior, pentru o comunitate, fata de
componentele ei definite anterior.

Fata de teritoriu, localitatea (asezarea umanad) este un sistem elementar de habitat uman. Reteaua

nationald a asezarilor umane din Romania cuprinde sisteme ierarhizate de asezari umane, situate in cadrul



unor sisteme teritoriale delimitate administrativ sau geografic (zona montana, deltaica, regiune de
dezvoltare, judete, comune)

6. Strategia nationala a locuirii
Schita proiect
I. PRINCIPII GENERALE:
- 0 sansa pentru fiecare (eradicarea saraciei)
- omul - partener al naturii (protectia mediului si asigurarea echilibrului
ecologic)
- armonizarea relatiilor inter-comunitare (asigurarea echilibrului social)
II. OBIECTIVE FUNDAMENTALE
- DEZVOLTAREA DURABILA A ASEZARILOR UMANE (planificare si gestionare pe baza programelor
inscrise in cap. 7 din Agenda XXI, Rio de Janeiro, 1992)
- ASIGURAREA UNEI LOCUINTE ADECVATE PENTRU FIECARE (prin facilitare, implicAand masuri de acces
la terenuri, la credite avantajoase etc)
III. OBIECTIVE GENERALE:
- Dezvoltarea cu precadere a asezarilor umane mici si mijlocii si stoparea cresterii aglomerarilor urbane;
- Ameliorarea conditiilor de locuire pentru cei a caror locuintd este sub media nationala si in special
pentru cei defavorizati;
- Evaluarea necesarului in locuire (locuinte) si
- Evaluarea resurselor necesare si posibil de mobilizat
- Crearea facilitatilor fiscale si a creditului, necesare pentru constructia de locuinte private si sociale, la
preturi accesibile.
IV.OBIECTIVE PARTICULARE (PE TIPURI DE ASEZZ\RI):
ORASE:
- stapanirea cresterii urbane si evitarea extinderii periurbane;

- reabilitarea asezarilor si ansamblurilor urbane si conservarea memoriei lor culturale;
SATE:
- modernizarea asezarilor rurale si conservarea traditilor etnografice, a artei populare si a
mestesugurilor;
- asigurarea infrastructurilor tehnico-edilitare optime pentru locuire
V. OBIECTIVE REGIONALE (zonale):
» dezvoltarea prioritard a zonelor declarate oficial ca defavorizate economico- social si de reconversie
industriala
» dezvoltarea prioritara, inclusiv prin reconstructie ecologica a zonelor fragile din punct de vedere
ecologic (zonele montane, zona Deltei Dunarii, zona litoralului Marii Negre si unele zone umede din
Lunca Dunarii)

. Domenii de realizare practica a strategiei locuirii:
Pentru existent:

- reabilitarea locuintelor existente ,
- reabilitarea si revitalizarea ansamblurilor de locuit,
Pentru lucrari noi:
- asigurarea terenurilor pentru constructia de locuinte si alte cladiri,




- organizarea furnizarii de locuinte;
- productia efectiva de locuinte si alte constructii;
- mobilizarea si alocarea resurselor din surse publice si private, interne si externe, materiale si
financiare
Strategia Nationala a Locuirii se realizeaza prin promovarea politicilor corespunzatoare de locuire, care pot
fi aprobate de guvern si realizate efectiv prin programe adecvate.

7. Politicile de locuire (Propunere)
o Politici spatiale urbanistice, de consolidare structurala a asezarilor umane

OBIECTIV GLOBAL: Conservarea vocatiei rezidentiale a asezarilor umane si asigurarea conditiilor optime

de locuire in cadrul acestora - realizabil prin sub-obiective:

- Intocmirea Agendei 21 Locala, cu tendintele, optiunile si oportunitatile de dezvoltare durabila, pe
termen lung (pentru primele decenii ale sec. XXI);

- definitivarea si reactualizarea - dupa caz - a planurilor urbanistice generale ale asezarilor;

- Incurajarea initiativelor de construire, cunoscadnd ca, dezvoltarea constructiilor reprezintda motorul
cresterii economice - benefic in perioada de tranzitie si relansare a economiei;

- asigurarea locuintelor necesare noi, pentru toate categoriile populatiei, pe baza unui program elaborat
in timp, cu finalitate etapizata;

- prezervarea capitalului investit in constructiile (de locuinte) existente, care au valoare economica,
functionald, istorica, culturald si turistica, prin dezvoltarea unor proiecte de reabilitare a fondului de
locuinte existent (consolidare, renovare, conservare, echipare);

- asigurarea tuturor lucrarilor de infrastructura tehnico-edilitara (retele de alimentare cu apa, de
canalizare, de gaze, termoficare, energie electrica, telecomunicatii, etc.)

- modernizarea sistemului de circulatie (transport) in interiorul localitatii;

- reabilitarea si consolidarea sistemelor semi-naturale de habitat (spatii verzi, oglinzi apa);

- asigurarea locurilor de munca prin dezvoltarea IMM-urilor de productie si prelucrare, care - prin
cresterea veniturilor - determina cresterea calitatii vietii;

- asigurarea accesului la servicii diversificate si dotari necesare pentru locuire (sociale, comerciale,
medicale).

o Politici economico-financiare de facilitare a dezvoltarii durabile a asezarilor umane

Obiective globale:
1. Accesul tuturor categoriilor de locuitori la o locuinta adecvata,
realizabil prin sub-obiective:
- relansarea productiei si serviciilor, prin masuri financiar/fiscale de facilitare si creditare;
- relansarea constructiei de locuinte, prin politici de creditare-finantare in conditii avantajoase pentru
toate categoriile de locuitori;
- crearea unui fond national pentru locuinte si a fondurilor locale, avand ca surse:
- alocatii de la bugetul central (subsidii directe),
-  credite externe obtinute prin licitatii internationale,
- diverse taxe deduse din taxele de autorizare, avizare, procent din amenzile in domeniul
constructiilor, procente din impozitul pe cladiri, etc., fara cresterea cuantumului acestora,
- utilizarea investitiilor straine directe de capital;




avizarea, aprobarea si promulgarea legii creditului ipotecar;
instituirea de facilitati pentru plata chiriilor(mari) pentru persoane/familii cu venituri mici

. Promovarea unor actiuni de reabilitare urbana, realizabila prin sub-obiectivele:

intocmirea unor proiecte pilot de reabilitare urbana complexa pe cartiere,
perfectarea scenariilor de realizare, cu resurse, termene si responsabilitati,
incheierea unor parteneriate public- private pentru realizarea reabilitarilor,
stabilirea si procurarea resurselor necesare,

realizarea lucrarilor de reabilitare, pe etape,

intocmirea unei metodologii cadru de reabilitare urbana complexa,
avizarea si difuzarea metodologiei autoritatilor administratiei publice locale,
promulgarea unei reglementari legale, care sa faciliteze reabilitarea urbana

Politici ecologice si de mediu

Obiectiv global: Mentinerea echilibrului ecologic al asezdrilor umane in limitele de stabilitate
necesare si reducerea poluarii, realizabil prin sub-obiective:

aplicarea unor masuri de reducere pana la eliminare a poluarii industriale;

instituirea unor masuri ferme de gestiune responsabild, pe principii economice, a deseurilor menajere si
industriale, prin extinderea reciclarii si recuperarii substantelor utile;

- realizarea unor proiecte de reabilitare si consolidare a sistemelor coerente si continue de habitat
semi-natural (spatii verzi, aliniamente plantate, parcuri, gradini, scuaruri etc. si oglinzi de apa) in
orase;

- organizarea, igienizarea si agrementarea tuturor terenurilor libere pentru utilitate publica sau
privata;

- reducerea nivelului de zgomot in orase in general si in zonele aglomerate - in mod special - prin
masuri ale administratiei locale, aditionale celor nationale.

« Politicile de locuire care pot fi promovate de Guvern prin programe corespunzatoare:

1.

7.
8.

9.

Conservarea vocatiei rezidentiale a asezarilor umane si asigurarea conditiilor optime de locuire in cadrul
acestora.

Evitarea segregarii sociale radicale a locuitorilor asezarilor urbane si stabilizarea populatiei asezarilor
rurale, inclusiv montane.

Incurajarea diversitétii modurilor de locuire .

Prezervarea capitalului investit in constructiile (de locuinte) existente, care au valoare economicg,
functionald, istorica, culturala si turistica, putand fi conservate, renovate si reutilizate.

Incurajarea initiativei de construire si stimularea dezvoltdrii industriei constructiilor - motor al cresterii
economice, benefic in perioada de tranzitie.

Dezvoltarea constructiei de locuinte noi, prin masuri financiare si fiscale de facilitare; refacerea fondului
de locuinte sociale si locuinte de serviciu care sa permita atragerea fortei de munca.

Dezvoltarea diversificata a serviciilor si dotarilor sociale, comerciale sanitare, etc.

Relansarea economicda a unitatilor de productie si prelucrare pentru cresterea calitatii vietii prin
cresterea numarului de locuri de munca si a castigurilor.

Mentinerea echilibrului ecologic al asezarilor in limitele de stabilitate, consolidarea sistemelor de habitat
natural din orase si reducerea pana la eliminare a surselor de poluare.

10.Modernizarea infrastructurii tehnico-edilitare (apa, canalizare, drumuri, etc.) si fluidizarea circulatiei.



11. Stimularea initiativelor de dezvoltare locala si cresterea constiintei comunitare, civice, dezvoltarea unei
“culturi a dezvoltarii“.
12. Utilizarea creditelor externe exclusiv pentru dezvoltarea productiei, in general si pentru constructii de
locuinte, in special si in nici un caz pentru consum. Utilizarea investitiilor straine directe de capital.

*NOTA.:

a) Politicile de locuire nu trebuie subordonate politicilor (macro) economice, ci trebuie concepute ca parte
integranta a acestora.

b) In ansamblu, politicile de locuire pot fi cuprinse intr-un PLAN NATIONAL DE ACTIUNE pentru revigorarea
asezarilor umane care sa fie promovat printr-un pachet de Legi si Hotarari ale Guvernului; Planul National
poate fi defalcat pe sectiuni: reabilitare urbana si modernizare rurala.

c) Formularea unor politici adecvate privind locuirea este conditionata de elaborarea si reactualizarea
periodica a Statisticii locuirii, ce poate fi prezentata spre informare Guvernului.

d)Statistica locuirii poate fi realizata prin utilizarea urmatoarelor surse:

- datele din Anuarul Statistic al Romaniei,

- date obtinute prin reteaua de observatoare urbane locale,

- datele Recensamantului populatiei si locuintelor din anul 2002.

in tarile dezvoltate, subventiile directe pentru locuire reprezinta 30% din totalul subventiilor, 13% din
bugetul national si 3-4% din PIB.

9. Plan national de actiune (programe globale)
1) Crearea registrului statistic si monitorizarea situatiei si dinamicii locuirii. (indicatori de locuire)
(Program de baza de date)
. actori implicati:
- coordonator - MDRT - CNAU, prin reteaua de observatoare urbane locale, conectate la
observatorul central, din cadrul Secretariatului CNAU,
- colaborator - Institutul National pentru Statistica
- interpretare, sinteze, etc. (prin studii) - URBANPROIECT ETC.
. conditii de calitate:
- realizarea in acord cu registrul statistic al UE
- reactualizarea periodica - la un an
. scop:
- baza de date pentru existentul si necesarul de locuinte si dotari;
- formularea politicilor, programelor si planului national de actiune
- prezentarea stadiului si calitatii locuirii in Guvern (raport anual)
2) Constituirea unei retele de asezari umane echilibrate si policentrice, ierarhizate sistemic
. mijloc:
-prin planurile de amenajarea teritoriului: national (sectiunea a IV- reteaua de localitati),
regionale, judetene, zonale
. scop:
- stabilirea ierarhiei sistemice care fundamenteaza organizarea administrativ-teritoriala in
teritoriu (macrosistem, sistem, subsistem)



- stabilirea rangului localitatilor in retea (capitalda, mare municipiu, municipiu, mare oras,
oras, oras mic, sat centru de comuna, sat mare, sat, catun) in functie de talia acestora.
. actori implicati: -MDRT (DGATU-serv. amenajarea teritoriului)
(serv. urbanism), DAPL si Consiliile judetene
3) a) Programul de reabilitare urbana, bazat pe proiecte-pilot MDRT (Bucuresti, Oradea, Targoviste,
Roman, Resita, etc.),
mijloace:- fonduri de cercetare, proiectare, executie,
- contracte de parteneriat.
actori implicati: = MDRT- promotor, coordonator,
- Consiliile locale, judetene—realizatori,
- Societati comerciale- finantatori,
- Asociatii neguvernamentale, colaboratori,
- Filiale ale regiilor autonome de utilitati.
Scop final : promovarea unor reglementari cadru de facilitare si stimulare a programelor de
reabilitare urbana.
b)Programul de normalizarea vietii la sate si dezvoltare socio-economica a spatiului rural
. mijloace:
- prin proiecte pilot, metodologii de proiectare-reabilitare si masuri de facilitare locala,
- prin planificarea dezvoltarii teritoriului si localitatilor rurale, prin PAT si PUG (MLPTL)
- prin promovarea unor hotarari de guvern pentru 14 obiective convergente destinate normalizarii
vietii la sate si dezvoltarii socio-economice a acestora.
. actori implicati: MDRT, MAA, etc. (Grup interministerial de coordonare)
4) Reactivarea si relansarea sectorului de constructii, motor al cresterii economice in perioada de tranzitie,
prin:
- sustinerea activitatii de cercetare in constructii; (prin MDRT si MEC)
- adecvarea standardelor la exigentele UE (ISO-9 000; ISO-14 000); (prin MDRT)
- facilitarea productiei de materiale de constructii si prefabricate, folosind cu precadere materii prime
locale; (prin MDRT si consilii locale)
- introducerea tehnologiilor cu consum redus de energie si a materialelor ne-energofage; (prin MDRT,
MEC, institute de profil, masuri de stimulare)
- cresterea calitatii constructiilor; (MDRT,Institute de cercetare, proiectare, organizatii de constructii,
Inspectiile judetene de control in constructii)
- promovarea tehnologiilor si materialelor ecologice;
- reabilitarea functionald, termica si estetica a constructiilor, inclusiv constructiva (consolidare).
5) Relansarea constructiei de locuinte, pe baza stabilirii unor relatii de piata, active, stimulative, permisive
si functionale (pe baza unor politici de facilitare a accesului la locuinta, politici de creditare, subventionare)
prin:
- determinarea necesarului de locuinte, solicitat de populatie, pe localitati,
- asigurarea cadrului legislativ (legi, H.G.-uri, etc),
- infiintarea si organizarea Agentiei Nationale pentru Locuinte (Legea nr. 152/15.07.1998),
- determinarea terenurilor prezervate prin planurile urbanistice pentru locuinte, (prin consiliile locale),
- asigurarea creditelor interne si externe necesare pentru relansarea constructiei de locuinte,
(Guvern, Ministerul Dezvoltarii, Consilii locale),



- agrearea firmelor specializate de constructii pentru locuinte pe credit pentru populatie, (prin
ministerul de resort),

- deschiderea agentiilor locale pentru contractarea constructiei locuintelor, (prin consiliile locale), -
alte masuri necesare.....

10. Activitatea MDRL in domeniul habitatului

implicd realizarea cadrului strategic, legislativ si metodologic coerent in vederea imbunatatirea calitatii
locuirii si asigurarii accesului la locuinte decente pentru toti locuitorii in toate localitatile Romaniei. In
vederea identificarii celor mai bune solutii privind accesul la locuinte adecvate si a promovarii dezvoltarii
durabile a asezarilor umane, in contextul accelerarii urbanizarii in intreaga lume, problematica locuirii este
un subiect de interes pentru institutiile si organizatiile europene si internationale (Comisia Economica
pentru Europa a Natiunilor Unite UNECE - Geneva; Programul Natiunilor Unite pentru Asezari Umane UN-
HABITAT - Nairobi), precum si pentru reuniunile periodice ale ministrilor responsabili cu dezvoltarea
urbana si locuirea la care Romania participd. In domeniul Habitat, Ministerul Dezvoltarii Regionale si
turismului are urmatoarele atributii (actualizate: 03-09-2009):

e asigura Secretariatul Centrului National pentru Asezari Umane (CNAU-HABITAT) si coordonarea

realizarii Strategiei Nationale a Locuirii;

e elaboreaza planul anual de actiuni al Centrului National pentru Asezari Umane (Habitat) si-l supune

aprobarii acestuia, urmarind realizarea lui;

e coordoneaza realizarea de metodologii, standarde si indicatori vizand calitatea locuirii;

e elaboreaza sinteze de materiale documentare, pentru difuzarea in teritoriu;

e organizeaza activitatea pentru constituirea fondului propriu de colectii si baze de date, inclusiv in

sistem GIS;

e initiaza proiecte de acte normative pentru transpunerea directivelor europene relevante din

domeniul sau de activitate;

e constituie si coordoneaza grupuri de lucru care sa coopteze alte institutii in procesul de transpunere

a directivelor europene relevante din domeniul sau de activitate;

e evalueaza impactul in Romania al actelor normative elaborate la nivel european asupra domeniului

_ locuirii.

In anii 1998 - 2000, a fost introdus prin Directia Habitat din minister, Registrul Observatorul urban
local, in colaborare cu Directiile de urbanism si amenajarea teritoriului din Consiliile judetene. Scopul
registrului era sa monitorizeze evolutia procesului de locuire, oferind datele necesare administratiei locale
si centrale, pentru formularea unor politici realiste de locuire.

In aceiasi perioada, s-a elaborat Monografia de locuire a Romé&niei (Country profile), cu concursul a sapte
specialisti straini, ajutati de sapte specialisti romani.

Note

*Universitatea Spiru Haret, Facultatea de Arhitectura, Bucuresti



HABITATION

HABITATION

Assoc. Prof. PhD. Arch. Gheorghe IONASCU*

Abstract: The habitation issue is addressed from a conceptual approach by defining the main terms and
by correlating the housing sector to the other economic branches. We present a draft project of the
National Housing Strategy covering general principles, general, specific and regional objectives and the
housing strategies at national level.

Key words: habitation, house, housing strategy, housing policies, housing programmes

1. Conceptual approach

Habitat = the place where human beings live.

Habitation means:
- the human communities living together in various localities, in harmony with the environment;
- the key element of human development;
- the fundamental factor of harmony, social stability and life quality.

The habitation concept covers:

the territory occupied by a human community;

the individual and collective dwellings;

- the technical and urban infrastructure;
- the public services;
- goods manufacturing units;
- recreational activities;
- inter-human relations.

The habitation / economy relation results in:
A) employment and income;

B) the family members’ earnings;



C) public expenditure meant for living and infrastructure development.
The house is the fundamental component of human settlements and an important element of the global

economic strategies.

2. Housing strategy

addresses the future of human settlements;

approaches reality from a global perspective, covering all components;

includes principles and objectives;

is implemented through procedures promoted by the Government and approved by the Parliament.
There are: a) maintenance and stability strategies (in developed societies);
b) transition strategies from one social and economic system to another;
¢) social and economic recovery-focused strategies;
d) crisis strategies.
The last three types of strategies correspond to the current conditions in Romania.
The housing strategy must cover 4 directions:

setting clear objectives;

progressive reorganization of the housing sector;

rational distribution of financial resources in this sector;

emphasis on:

new buildings;

improvement / rehabilitation of the existing buildings;

land management;

construction industry promotion.
Macroeconomic strategies are developed at national level, as part of the housing strategy. The
fundamental element of the housing strategy underlying a successful reform and the Parliament and

Government’s decisions is the capitalization of the domestic resources:

- the research - design - development abilities, expertise;
- production abilities in the construction sector, in general, and in the housing sector, in particular;
- skilled workforce in the construction sector;

- natural and energy resources;



- people’s income;
- state subsidies for the rehabilitation of the existing buildings and for developing new structures.

expansion of domestic and foreign construction markets by:

- developing a domestic construction market;

- domestic / foreign market relation.

credits and foreign loans for rejuvenating the construction industry, in general, and the housing sector,

in particular (therefore for production and not for consumption).
The housing strategy:

- recognizes the importance of human settlements;

- promotes democratic management at all levels by encouraging the participation of the public sector
in the decision-making process, while determining the role of the private sector and the
responsibilities of the Government and of the local administration bodies;

- provides investment opportunities;

- guarantees the ownership of lands and investments as well as other public and private rights;

- facilitates space planning and territory integrated management;

- contributes to the implementation of sustainable development guidelines at international and
European levels;

- provides habitation for low-income people.

3. Housing strategies

Cover:

- the medium and short-term objectives;

- the social trends and requirements;

- sector objectives;

- the Government’s intentions;

- actual programmes.
The housing strategies may be: = global or

= sector: - economic strategies;
- social strategies (intended for all social classes);



- land-related strategies;
- architectural and urban strategies;
- technological, constructions-related strategies.
The promoters of the housing strategies must be aware that:
- the investments are lucrative both economically and socially, being an important income source;
- habitation is an important part of social welfare and an incentive for the economy and for
investments.

The well-defined (national) housing strategies, based on available resources, efficiently implemented at

national and local levels by a high humber of agents, enable the economic problem short-term solving as

well as productive and enduring connections between the housing sector and the other economic

branches. The housing strategies depend on: the economic stability (or instability), in general, market

maturity and inflation and interest level. The objectives must be formulated having in view the economic

possibilities, the potential financial resources, the material, technical and technological, human and land
resources. The dwelling’s features must be also considered; it must be seen as an enduring asset,
transmitted from generation to generation. Early degradation must be prevented by proper maintenance,

rehabilitation and reinforcement procedures.

4. The housing programmes

result in legally established actual, appropriate, realistic and convergent activities;

cover:
1. the activities;

2. the available resources;
3. the responsibilities;

4. the execution interval.

are implemented through research, projects, actions and investments;

address the public / private partnership development;

address the existence of a development culture; development is assumed by the community and not
imposed;

= address sustainable development and environmental protection;



= cover the wise resource management, focusing especially on non-renewable resources.

There are integrated global housing programmes meant for a country, area, locality or district and
sector housing programmes for new buildings, for the consolidation or rehabilitation of the existing ones,
for improving the technical and urban infrastructure and the like.

5. Definitions and approaches

The house is the constructive unit consisting of one or several rooms situated at the ground floor or at
various floors, usually provided with outbuildings (kitchen, bathroom and the like). One can enter the
house from the yard or from the street. It has been built, altered or improved to serve a family’s needs.

The house is the reference structure for human habitat.

One or more storied villas or blocks of flats form a housing complex, a system of systems or a housing
macro system.

A housing complex or a residential area is endowed with the necessary technical and urban
infrastructure (roads, water, sewerage, gas, thermal, telecommunication and power systems).

As a rule, an urban or rural residential area covers commercial, services, cultural, social, education
and healthcare establishments.

The “mass” cheap houses, specific to the communist age, lead to the so-called “bedroom-districts”,
where the people could not enjoy optimum living conditions. A housing complex or a residential area
should have a distinct personality and a specific “appearance”.

In a systemic approach:

- the house is a (built) element, a system meant for living;

- a group of houses is a housing system covering several housing systems, being a system of systems
(block of flats, villa and the like);

- an urban housing complex is a mezzo-system covering several housing systems;

- a residential area is a macro system covering the housing units in a hierarchical order;

- a locality is a higher macro-system.

6. National housing strategy

Draft project



I. GENERAL PRINCIPLES:

- an opportunity for each person (poverty eradication);

- the human being - as partner of nature (environmental protection and ecological balance);

- interpersonal relations (social balance).

II. CORE OBJECTIVES:

- SETTLEMENT SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (planning and management according to the programmes
provided in Chapter 7 of the XXI Agenda from Rio de Janeiro, 1992);

- DEVELOPING HOUSING PROGREAMMES.

III. GENERAL OBJECTIVES:

- developing small and medium-sized communities;

- providing proper conditions for the deprived;

- resource assessment;

- building private and social residences at accessible prices.

IV. SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES:

FOR TOWNS:

- control of urban expansion and avoiding sub-urban expansion;

- urban complex rehabilitation and preservation of cultural features.

FOR VILLAGES:

- rural modernization and preservation of ethnographical traditions, of folk art and handicrafts;
- providing technical and urban infrastructure.

V. REGIONAL OBJECTIVES:

- developing the economically and socially underdeveloped areas;

- developing the ecologically challenged areas (the mountains, the Danube Delta, the Black Sea Shore and

some wet areas in the Danube Plain).

The implementation of the housing strateqgy:
- rehabilitation of the existing houses;

- housing complex rehabilitation;

- providing lands for building new structures;



- developing housing programmes;

- building houses and other structures;

- allotment of material and financial public and private domestic and foreign resources.

The National Housing Strategy is based on housing strategies approved by the Government and

implemented through proper programmes.

7. Housing strategies (proposal)

House consolidation urban strategies
GLOBAL OBIJECTIVE: Preserving the houses’ inhabitable character and providing optimum living
conditions.

Sub-objectives:

- elaborating the 21 Agenda at local level covering the trends, options and long-term sustainable
development opportunities (for the first decades of the 21 century);

- completion and update - if appropriate - of the general urban plans;

- encouraging construction-related initiatives, having in view that the construction sector is the engine of
the economic growth process;

- developing step-based housing programmes;

- rehabilitation of the existing structures;

- providing the technical and urban infrastructure (water, sewerage, gas, thermal, power and
telecommunication systems);

- improving the transportation system within the locality;

- rehabilitation of the semi-natural habitat systems (green areas, water fountains);

- providing employment by developing the manufacturing and processing small and medium-sized
enterprises;

- providing access to social, commercial and healthcare services.

Economic and financial strategies for settlement development
Global objectives:

1. Access for the representatives of all social classes to a decent living



Sub-objectives:
- rejuvenation of the production and services sectors by implementing financial and fiscal procedures;
- rejuvenation of the construction sector through credit and funding strategies;
- building the housing national and local funds from:
e direct subsidies;
e international bid-derived foreign loans;

e authorization fees, construction fines, tax on buildings, without increasing the amount of such fees;

- foreign capital;
- endorsement, approval and enactment of the law on mortgage loan;

- affordable rent for low income families.

2. Promoting urban rehabilitation directions
Sub-objectives:

- developing rehabilitation pilot projects / district;

- setting the responsibilities and the execution intervals;
- signing public / private partnership agreements;

- determination and procurement of the necessary resources;

developing a step-based rehabilitation programme;

elaborating a rehabilitation framework-methodology;

submission of the methodology to the local public administration bodies;

enactment of an act on urban rehabilitation.

I. Environmental protection strategies

Global objective: Ecological balance preservation and pollution reduction

Sub-objectives:

- implementing anti-pollution procedures;

- implementing waste management procedures;

- developing consolidation programmes for the semi-natural habitat systems (green areas, parks, gardens,
squares and water fountains)

- improving the public / private lands;



- phonic pollution reduction through local procedures implementation.

8. The housing strategies may be promoted by the Government through proper

programmes

=

. Providing proper living conditions.

2. Avoiding radical segregation of the urban population.

3. Various living ways.

4. The rehabilitation of the existing structures with economic, historical, cultural and tourist value.

5. Encouraging building initiatives and stimulating the development of the construction industry - the
engine of the economic growth process.

6. Building new structures; developing housing programmes.

7. Developing the social, commercial and healthcare services.

9. Ecological balance preservation, natural habitat system rehabilitation and pollution reduction.

10. Improving the technical and urban infrastructure (water and sewerage systems, roads and the like).
11. Stimulating the local development initiatives and increasing the civic spirit, developing a “development
culture”.

12. Foreign loans intended for production, in general, and for the construction sector, in particular and not

for consumption.

*NOTE:

a) The housing strategies must be perceived as an integrated part of the (macro)economic strategies.

b) As a whole, the housing strategies may be included in a NATIONAL ACTION PLAN promoted through a
package of acts and Government’s resolutions; the National Plan may be divided by sections: urban
rehabilitation and rural improvement.

c) Proper housing strategies require the elaboration and regular update of the Housing Statistics, to be
submitted to the Government.

d) The data included in the Housing Statistics are collected from:

- the Statistical Yearbook of Romania;

- the information gathered at local urban level;

- the 2002 Census.



In the developed countries, the direct subsidies are 30% of the total amount of funds, 13% of the national

budget and 3-4% of the GDP.
9. The National Action Plan (global programme)

1. Elaborating the database and monitoring the housing dynamics (housing indicators)

»= actors involved:
- coordinator — MDRT - CNAU through the local urban network connected to the central register

within the CNAU Secretariat;
- partner institution — The National Institute for Statistics;
- research-based interpretation, syntheses and the like - URBANPROIECT and the like.
= terms regarding quality:
- compliance with the EU Statistical Records;
- regular update (on an annual basis).
» goal:
- database for the existing and the new structures;
- elaborating the strategies, programmes and the national action plan;
- submission of an annual report on the living conditions to the Government.
2. Developing a settlement network
Means:
- through town planning plans at national (locality network - section 1IV), regional and county levels;
Goal:
- setting the hierarchical systems governing the administrative and territorial structures (macro-
system, system, sub-system);
- locality ranking (capital, municipality, big town, town, small town, commune, large village, hamlet).
Actors involved: MDRT (DGATU - town planning_
town planning service, DAPL and the County Councils
3. a) The urban rehabilitation programme based on MDRT pilot projects (Bucharest, Oradea, Targoviste,
Roman, Resita and the like).

Means:



- research, design and execution-related funds;
- partnership agreements.
Actors involved:
- MDRT - promoter, coordinator;
- The Local and County Councils — executors;
- Trading companies — sponsors;
- Non-governmental associations — collaborators;
Goal:
- Promoting framework-regulations on the rehabilitation programmes development.
b) The programme for rural social and economic development
Means:
- Pilot projects, design and rehabilitation methodologies and local procedures;
- PAT and PUG (MLPTL)-based town planning;
- Implementation of Government’s Resolutions on rural social and economic development.
Actors involved:
- MDRT, MAA (Coordination ministerial group) and the like.
4. Rejuvenation of the construction sector - engine of the economic growth process in the transition
interval through:
- Research in constructions field (through MDRT and MEC);
- Alignment to the EU standards (ISO 9000; ISO 14.000) (through MDRT);
- Enabling the construction and prefabricated parts production, using especially local raw materials
(through MDRT and the Local Councils);
- Introduction of energy saving technologies (through MDRT, MEC, specialized institutes and incentive
measures);
- Increasing the quality of the construction sector (MDRT, Research and Design Institutes,
construction organizations, Control County Divisions in Constructions);
- Promoting ecological technologies and materials;
- Buildings rehabilitation.
6. Housing sector rejuvenation through active and incentive market relations:

- Determining the necessary number of structures / locality;



Legal framework (Acts, Government’s Resolutions and the like);

Setting the National Housing Agency (Act no. 152 / 15 July 1998);

Assighment of lands for the implementation of the housing programmes (through Local
Councils);

Domestic and foreign credits for rejuvenating the housing sector (Government, the Development
Ministry, Local Councils);

Setting local agencies.

10. MDRL activity in the housing sector

involves the implementation of the strategic, legislative and methodological framework for decent living.

In order to identify the best solutions for providing proper living conditions and to promote settlement

development, on the urbanization background, habitation has become an interest issue for the European

and international institutions and organizations (the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe -

Geneva; UN HABITAT - Nairobi) as well as for the ministers responsible with urban development. In terms

of habitat, The Minister of Local Development and Tourism has the following powers (updated on
3 September 2009):

Is responsible with the composition of the Secretariat of the National Centre for Human
Settlements and coordinates the implementation of the National Housing Strategy;

Elaborates the annual action plan of the National Centre for Human Settlements and submits it to
its members for approval;

Coordinates the implementation of the housing methodologies, standards and indicators;
Elaborates documentary syntheses, to be disseminated within the territory;

Contributes to the own database development (including in GIS system);

Initiates draft regulations for the implementation of the relevant European Directives;

Sets up and coordinates the working groups;

Assesses the impact of the housing European regulations.

Within 1998 and 2000, the Local Urban Register is implemented, in cooperation with the Town Planning

Directions of the County Councils. The register monitors the living process, providing the members of the



local and central administration bodies the necessary data for elaborating realistic housing strategies.
During that time, seven foreign experts assisted by seven Romanian experts elaborate the Country Profile.

Notes

* Spiru Haret University, Faculty of Architecture, Bucharest



CE A DEVENIT MAHALAUA FANTANII?
Stadii de locuire.
Conf. univ. dr. arh. Ruxandra DREPTU*

Rezumat: Mahalaua, ca unitate de locuire constitutiva a vechiului Bucuresti, migreaza succesiv spre
periferie odata cu extinderea orasului devenind un cartier marginas ce dezvaluie o lume suburbana lipsita
de pitorescul de odinioara. Mahalaua Fantanii a disparut treptat fiind martora demolarilor regimului
totalitar si a schimbadrilor in estetica stilurilor de arhitectura impuse de progresul in ceea ce priveste
locuirea. O analiza cartografica asupra zonei scoate la iveald lucrari de o mare valoare arhitecturala

disparute sau supuse reconversiilor si restaurarilor, intr-o oarecare masura, de factura indoielnica.

Cuvinte cheie: mahala, mahalaua Fantanii, vechiul Bucuresti, arhitectul Toma Dobrescu

Mahalla este un cuvant turcesc si inseamna pur si simplu Cartier.’

Orasul Bucuresti era impartit in cateva zone, care purtau denumirea de mahalale. Una dintre ele
este mahalaua Fantanii care cuprindea aproximativ perimetrul strazilor Stirbei Voda, Cazzavilan,
Transilvaniei, Popa Tatu, G-ral Berthlot. Mahalaua Fantanii, sau Fantadna Boului se afla in apropierea
Lacului lui Dura Negutatorul, adicd Cismigiul de ast3zi, si de Mahalaua Podul de pdméant.? Este semnalat3
destul de tarziu in raport cu centrul Bucurestiului - Curtea Veche, si celelalte mahalale din jur, fiind

considerata periferica si oarecum lipsita de interes.

Imaginile despre vechiul Bucuresti sunt rare - de la mijlocul secolului XIX cateva acuarele facute de
Amedeo Preziosi sau de Carol Popp de Szathmari, cu simt de observatori atenti si cu dorinta de a lasa un
document cat mai veridic al infatisarii ,orasului”, iar la inceputul secolului XX Bariera Vergului zugravita
de Stefan Luchian - o ulitd cu case modeste napadite de buruieni. Pictorii interbelici Vasile Popescu,
Constantin Artachino, Jean Al. Steriadi, Iorgulescu Yor picteaza si ei colturi de strazi bucurestene cu case
pardginite, semiruinate, gdsind valente estetice tocmai in locurile neatractive. In mod ciudat, nici un
pictor nu a infatisat casele mari cu ornamente ale aristocratiei romanesti construite incepand de la sfarsitul

secolului XIX, in schimb si-au instalat sevaletele pe strazi laturalnice, gasind la periferie acel ceva sugerat



- trairi intense, colorate de pasiuni, putin mister, o vraja abia banuita - in alcatuirea gospodariei, in gardul

rasturnat, in casa coscovita si ograda nematurata.

Odata cu extinderea Bucurestiului, mahalaua migreaza spre periferie si dupa 1830 fisi schimba
intelesul desemnand un cartier marginas, iar adjectivul derivat, mahalagiu - om de prost gust, lipsit de
civilizatie. Atunci cand mahalaua a devenit periferie s-a produs, in multe cazuri doar o schimbare de
cuvant, o traducere. In acceptiunea recentd a termenului, mahalaua desemneaza o lume suburbani lipsitd
de pitorescul ce o caracteriza in vremuri trecute. Mahalaua Fantanii a disparut cu parfumul epocii lasand
spatiu pentru constituirea cartierelor cu strazi moderne, cu aspect occidental, unde numele catorva

arhitecti pot fi amintite: Dorner, Dobrescu, Berindei, Niga, Ricci.

O oglinda a evolutiei gustului, trecerea de la un stil constructiv la altul, de la sfarsitul secolului XIX
si pana in zilele noastre, este data de forma, monumentalitatea caselor si de ornamentele care le

impodobesc.

Pe strada General Berthlot, bogata in evenimente sociale, dar si interesanta din punct de vedere al
stadiilor de locuire incepand de la mijlocul secolului XIX si pana in zilerele noastre, cand inca se mai
construieste, se alatura case formate dintr-un impunator hoch parter cu cornisa cu modenaturi si ferestre
cu ancadramente bogat decorate, cu intrarea marcata de o marchiza, cu constructii anexe pentru servitori,
de la inceputul secolului XX, case modeste napadite de vegetatie, ramasite ale secolului XIX, blocusoare
avangardiste, din anii 30, cu forme simple, o casa in stil maur langa cea de prin 1883, fiecare in stilul sau:
casa generalului Burileanu, a avocatului Dan, primarul capitalei, casa celor trei copii Dobrescu, cu trei
intrari la fatada, pravaliile Elinescu de pe coltul cu strada Berzei, dar si casa Radio. Dinu Roco, un vechi
locatar din strada General Berthlot isi aminteste: ,Trec mult mai multe masini. Dar strabatand strada, imi
dau seama ca, deocamdata, nu s-a schimbat foarte mult fata de cum era ea acum peste optzeci de ani,

cind de la fereastra casei in care locuiam priveam spre curtile din jur.”

Unele strazi si-au schimbat numele, cu trecerea timpului si a guvernelor. Harta cadastrala a zonei
datand din 1911 indica faptul ca strada Stirbei Voda nu a suferit nici o schimbare, pe cand actuala strada
General Berthlot s-a numit strada Fantanii, apoi Lueger, dupa un primar al Vienei, pana la primul razboi
mondial cand i s-a dat numele generalului Henri Mathias Berthlot, pentru ca odatd cu venirea

comunismului sa i se schimbe numele in Alexandru Popov, inventatorul rus al radioului, apoi cand tara



scapa de procesul de rusificare, in Nuferilor — probabil avand o oarecare legatura cu vechea Fantana, iar
dupa 1990 sa redevina General Berthlot, ca omagiu eroului francez atasat de poporul roman. Strada Pictor

Stahi se numea Esculap, Stefan Furtuna strada Francmasona, Transilvaniei strada Caprioarelor.

Harta cadastrala din 1911 este un document minunat pentru cercetatori deoarece sunt inscrisi
proprietarii si sunt delimitate loturile cu o rudimentara schita a constructiilor de pe fiecare parcela. La
arhive sunt indosariate actele de vanzare-cumparare, certificatele de mostenitori, astfel incat comparand
harta cu actele se poate reconstitui istoria caselor si a locuitorilor pana la 1940. Am avut ocazia sa fac
aceasta cercetare cu ani in urma, intr-o etapa trista - cdnd multe zone din Bucuresti erau destinate
demolarii din ordinul ,celui mai mare arhitect”, Nicolae Ceausescu. Zona din jurul garii, strazile Buzesti,
Dinicu Golescu, Stefan Furtuna, Cazzavillan, Transilvaniei, ultimul tronson al strazilor Nuferilor si Stirbei
Voda figurau pe lista. Pana in 1989 s-au demolat multe case de pe Stirbei Voda intre Berzei si Calea
Plevnei, fiind inlocuite de blocuri anodine. Au trecut 20 de ani de atunci si, din pacate demolarea zonei a
revenit in atentie - peste istoria locului va trece un bulevard care va inlesni deplasarea dinspre Piata
Victoriei, adica dinspre sediul guvernului, spre centrul civic, adica spre parlament. Vor cadea case vechi si
case noi, vor disparea ornamentele din stuc si acoperisurile - turn, ancadramentele sculptate ale
ferestrelor si portile din fier forjat, interioarele fastuoase care amintesc de o vietuire moderna in secolul

XIX si de treptele parcurse in definirea conceptului de locuire pina in zilele noastre.
Cele mai vechi case constituie, astfel, o prioritate in cartarea zonei.

Am observat faptul ca familia Dobrescu alcatuita din arhitectul Toma Dobrescu (1862-1034),
Dimitrie Dobrescu, primar al capitalei in perioada 1911- 1912, si presupun, Nicolae Dobrescu, istoric al
Bisericii ortodoxe, detinea mai multe proprietati, multe dintre ele pe strazile General Berthlot si Stirbei
Voda. In felul acesta am reusit sa fac o legaturd intre case si locatarii lor si s& reinviu in imaginatie un mod
de a trai, sau mai bine spus un mod de a te bucura de viata prin preocuparea de a imbina tinuta casei cu
tinuta locuitorului. Cele mai importante case din zona respectiva sunt cele construite de arhitectul Toma
Dobrescu pentru uz propriu si pentru familia sa. Casele au fost construite la sfarsitul secolului XIX, unele
dintre ele fiind datate 1883 si 1893.

Toma Dobrescu mi-a atras atentia prin unitatea stilistica a cladirilor pe care le-a proiectat, prin

eleganta si repartizarea rafinata a elementelor constructive, prin proportiile armonioase si ritmul creat de



formele ferestrelor care reprezinta zonele intunecate ale fatadei si ornamentele in stuc care prin relief
capteaza lumina, adevarate monumente reprezentative pentru o societate moderna. Pe strazile General
Berthlot si Stirbei Voda nu a proiectat institutii, ci doar locuinte particulare, dupa propriul gust, orientat
spre stilistica franceza, fara constrangerile impuse de vreun comanditar, fara ostentatie, dovedind simt al
masurii si chiar modestie avand in vedere ca a fost arhitectul Ministerului Instructiunii si Cultelor si ca a
proiectat numeroase cladiri publice, cum ar fi: Palatul Minerva si Liceul Carol I din Craiova, Liceul Petru si
Pavel din Ploiesti, Palatul episcopal din Galati, actualmente Muzeul de Arta, ca a fost diriginte de santier la
Bursa de Valori (arhitect Stefan Burcus), a construit manastiri in Dobrogea: Celik Dere si Cocos, precum si
importante case particulare. Ca o particularitate, trebuie mentionat ca a proiectat Palatul Iulia Hasdeu din

Cimpina, dupa indicatiile lui Bogdan Petriceicu Hasdeu, relevate in timpul sedintelor de spiritism.
Casele din zona de care ne ocupam sunt remarcabile in peisajul stradal.

Familia Dobrescu detinea urmatoarele loturi si case: pe strada Stirbei Voda la nr. 89, datata 1893,
nr. 104, datata 1883, nr. 106, nr. 142, nr. 146, pe strada Lueger: la numerele 66 - pe locul actualei Case
Radio si 69 si 67, case datate 1883, care corespundeau pe strada Stirbei Voda cu casele de la numerele
104 si 106.

Situatia caselor Dobrescu, la ora actuala este urmatoarea: Casa arhitectului a fost refacuta in
folosul companiei Litexco prin desfiintarea intregului decor din stuc, inclusiv datarea 1883, pana la totala
anihilare stilistica de sfarsit de secol. Acum este o cladire noua, coerenta, placatda cu marmura, fara sa mai
prezinte vreo legatura cu vechiul ei arhitect si locatar. Acum pe gard este un banner care anunta spatii de
inchiriat pentru birouri. Casele construite pentru copiii arhitectului Toma Dobrescu in str. General Berthlot
69 sint nerestaurate, dar aparent in bune conditii, cu ornamentele de stuc si lemnaria originale -

cercevelele sculptate ale ferestrelor.

Casa lui Dimitrie Dobrescu, din str. Stirbei Voda, fosta policlinica de copii si apoi de igiena in anii
comunismului, este actualmente abandonata si intr-o stare de paraginire si in plus figureaza pe lista
caselor ce vor fi demolate pentru a se taia un nou bulevard care sa uneasca Piata Victoriei cu Casa
Poporului. O alta casa, avand acelasi proprietar este restaurant, noii proprietari insa nu au restaurat casa,

poate ar trebui spus, din fericire, deoarece mai pastreaza elementele decorative initiale.



Vis a vis, la numerele 142 si 146 este un teren viran, acolo unde in anii copilariei mele inca se mai
pastra o fascinanta cismea de fier forjat si case napadite de vegetatie (vegetatia inca mai exista, adica
buruieni si copaci de tot felul), acum, intr-o portiune, rasarind o constructie improvizata care adaposteste

un magazin alimentar.

Casa din Stirbei Voda 108 este abandonata si intr-o stare de degradare avansata, probabil
construita tot de Toma Dobrescu.

Mahalaua Fantanii, dupa ce a cunoscut o epoca de glorie, la sfarsitul secolului XIX, prin construirea
unor case monumentale, la standarde europene, se scufunda din nou in anonimat, si devine un cartier
recent in care casele Dobrescu dispar, casele gemene de la strada cu anexe in curtile largi din spate sunt
modificate, gradinile sunt asfaltate, casele vechi demolate, in vederea unor proiecte mai indraznete, iar

altele ,modernizate”.

Un parcurs prin epoci stilistice releva schimbarea de gust, o noua acceptiune asupra frumosului in
arhitectura, a diferentelor impuse de progres in privinta modului de a locui. Din acest punct de vedere
modelul relevant il ofera casa din Stirbei Voda 104 construita in anul 1883, impodobita cu ornamente
elegante din stuc, ca o locuinta reprezentativa pentru arhitectul Toma Dobrescu, si transformata, dupa mai
bine de un secol intr-o constructie moderna, cu suprafete bidimensionale, care doar printr-o grafie bicolora
aminteste locul fostelor ornamente si vechea configuratie a ancadramentelor deschiderilor, perfect
adaptatd vizual noii destinatii de birouri. In acest spatiu fizic s-au intalnit doi arhitecti - Toma Dobrescu,
cel care a construit la sfarsitul secolului XIX si Alecu Beldiman, cel care a restaurat un secol mai tarziu. Din
aceasta confruntare a reiesit schimbarea la fata a conceptului de locuire si noua estetica, un simbol al
orasului Bucuresti, a omului - istorie si a celui recent, un raspuns din perspectiva actuala a locuirii intr-o

zona in care vechi si nou coabiteaza in armonie.

Strada Lueger 73, la data construirii casei, acum General Berthlot nr.69
Proprietatea lui Toma Dobrescu

Arhitect Toma Dobrescu



Figura 1

Imobilul este dotda de la Toma Dobrescu pentru Dobrescu Elena, fosta Tataru si este format,
aparent, din trei corpuri de casa, aliniate la strada, cu trei intrari, fiecare corp fiind compus din parter cu
trei camere, o bucatarie, o camara, o camera pentru servitori, si etaj cu trei camere, o baie, o camara si

podul.

Fatada strabatuta de bosaje se remarca prin simetrie si prin diversitatea deschiderilor, atat ca
forma, cat si ca marime, si prin ornamente. Cele doua registre orizontale sunt marcate printr-un brau, iar

verticalele prin imbracamintea burlanelor terminate in zona acoperisului cu un fel de antefixa.

La parter intrarile inguste, surmontate de cate o deschidere circulara sunt incadrate de ornamente
in succesiune: mascheron, crengute de laur, ghirlande, panglici, ove, volute, cartus cu initialele T.D. (

Toma Dobrescu), incadrat de cornul abundentei.



Figura 2

Deasupra intrarii, la etaj se gaseste cate un balcon cu balustrii, cu deschiderea marcata printr-o

cornisa sustinuta de mici console.

Ferestrele tripartite de la parter sunt dreptunghiulare, in schimb cele de la etaj se termina cu arc in
forma de maner de cos. Cartusul incadrat de frunze de laur, cu mici diferente de la parter la etaj se repeta
dand fatadei o tinuta eleganta. Este remarcabil faptul ca ferestrele inca mai pastreaza lemnaria originala,
sculptata cu motivele regasibile la fatada. Cornisa acoperisului este ornata cu console si rozete.

n

Desi este o casa, mai degraba modesta, arhitectul a gasit o solutie ingenioasa de unitate in
diversitate pentru a-si impaca copiii. Ceea ce constituie inca o particularitate este faptul ca aceasta casa
tripla este aliniata la strada si ca se intra direct din strada, dupa modelul caselor medievale occidentale.
Ornamentele sunt de inspiratie franceza mai apropriate de stilul Louis XVI prin folosirea ghirlandelor, si a
acestor modele de cartuse, a cornului abundentei si a ferestrelor circulare cu ancadramente de stuc, si se
vor regasi in diferite combinatii la toate casele construite de Toma Dobrescu. Intrarea din strada se poate
explica prin faptul ca in spatele casei era semnalat in harta din 1911 o curte care corespundea cu
proprietatile Dobrestilor din strada Stirbei Voda.



G-ral Berthlot 67
Proprietatea arhitectului Toma Dobrescu
Datata pe fatada in cartus: 1883

425m2

Figura 3

Figura 4



Alaturi de casa tripla a copiilor arhitectului Dobrescu se afla o altéa proprietate de-a sa, ambele
corespunzand in strada Stirbei Voda cu alte doua loturi. Spre deosebire de casa tripla de alaturi, aceasta
este mai eleganta, reprezentativa pentru un anumit statut social, probabil locuinta arhitectului. Intrarea
care se face prin curte este inaltatda cu cateva trepte, usa este incadrata de coloane cu capitel compozit
care sustin o arhitrava cu o cornisa puternic reliefata.

La strada, casa formata din demisol si parter inalt, cu patru ferestre sprijinite decorativ pe cate o
baza cu balustrii, cu ancadrament cu pilastri plati si cu fronton in segment de arc are un marcaj pe centru
cu doi pilastrii plati reliefati care incadreaza sub cornisa acoperisului o friza cu ghirlande de stuc si cu data,
1883, la mijloc. Deasupra cornisei, in acoperis este un alt mic fronton cu un cartus in mijloc.

La ora actuala, casa este restaurata cu prost gust, toate ornamentele de stuc fiind vopsite in rosu
inchis. Lemnaria este cea veche, nefiind inca inlocuita cu geam termopan.

Figura 5

In continuarea acestei clddiri, dar cu adresa in str. Stirbei Vodd 104 este o altd clidire,
asemanatoare, tot cu intrare din curte, care avea ornamente din stuc si era datata tot 1883. Este casa

arhitectului Toma Dobrescu, construita pe lotul ce-i apartinea, dupa cum indica si planul cadastral din



1911, dar care a fost refacuta recent prin desfiintarea ornamentelor din stuc si placarea cu marmura,

conferindu-i un aspect modern.
Stirbei Voda 104
Proprietatea lui Dimitrie Dobrescu

575 m2, teren cu casd avand parter cu 7 camere si 6 dependinte. In planul cadastral din 1911 este
inscrisd proprietatea arhitectului Toma Dobrescu, dar la arhive, in 1940 se mentioneaza ca Dimitrie

Dobrescu (+1936) lasa mostenire fiilor: Maria, Radu, Corneliu si Mircea.
in spatele casei era un garaj si un p+1 pentru servitori.

Acum, alaturi, la nr. 106 s-a construit o cladire noua.

Figura 6

Casa a fost restaurata de biroul de arhitectura condus de Alecu Beldiman.



Figura 8



Figura 9
Stirbei Voda 142
Proprietatea lui Toma Dobrescu.

986 m2, teren cu 5 corpuri de case: a: parter cu 4 camere, b: Casa cu trei camere, hall si bucatarie,
c: casa cu 3 camere, hall, baie si bucatarie, si camera de serviciu, d: la fel ca la c., e: parter si etaj cu 3

camere, dependinte, baie si bucatarie.

Dima Petre Zoe, nascuta Dobrescu o primeste dota de la tatal ei, Toma Dobrescu in 1920.

Figura 10



Stirbei Voda 98

Proprietatea lui Dimitrie Dobrescu

378 m2 mostenit de Maria Dobrescu

In 1940 era notat cd imobilul este situat pe colt cu str. Dr. Lueger.

Actualmente se afla o terasa - restaurant.

Figura 11

Stirbei Voda 89, actual 91 colt cu Berzei

Proprietatea lui Dimitrie Dobrescu, fost primar al capitalei intre febr. 1911 si oct. 1912.
1018 m2 doua corpuri de case

Succesiune de la Dimitrie Dobrescu

Datata pe poarta din fier forjat cu litere latine: MDCCCLXXXIII - 1893

Pe fiecare cartus de deasupra ferestrelor este cate o litera D.



Figura 12

Casa de colt este dispusa pe strazile Stirbei Voda si Berzei, care in aceasta zona coboara in panta
destul de abrupta si il obliga pe arhitect sa construiasca pe nivele diferite. Intrarea se face din Stirbei
Voda, prin curte, urcand cateva trepte spre usa marcatd de o marchizd. In interior, hallul este luminat
printr-un luminator vitrat, iar camera cea mare, de pe colt este decorata cu ornamente vegetale si putti

din stuc.

Ferestrele cu ancadramente bogat decorate cu fronton triunghiular sau semicircular alterneaza,
ritmand fatada. Acelasi repertoriu decorativ - mascheron, cartus, ghirlande, balustrii, frunza de acant, de
inspiratie franceza este reluata si la aceasta fatada. Dar, ceea ce face ca aceasta casa sa fie remarcabila
este rezolvarea coltului prin construirea unui turn cu o cupolda deasupra acoperita cu tabla decupata in
forma de romb si sparta de ferestre circulare cu ancadrament decorat. Varful este decorat cu ghirlande, la

fel ca la cornisa.



Figura 13

Casa dobandeste monumentalitate prin cupold si constructia hoch-parterului si prin intrarea din
curte marcata de marchiza vitrata.

Dupa nationalizare, aici a functionat o policlinica de copii, incaperi elegante fiind transformate in
laboratoare de analize si peretii acoperiti cu faianta, parchetul cu linoleum iar in usile masive s-au batut in
cuie anunturi si orare.

Apoi casa si-a schimbat destinatia - dar a pastrat profilul sanitar fiind tot o institutie de testare a
apei. Acum, deja de cativa ani este abandonata si se degradeaza, dar ce-i mai trist este faptul ca va fi
demolata pentru a face loc unei artere ce va uni Piata Victoriei cu Palatul Parlamentului.

Figura 14



Figura 16



Figura 17

Figura 18

Note
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WHAT HAS BECOME OF MAHALAUA FANTANII?
Habitation stages.
Assoc. Prof. PhD. Arch. Ruxandra DREPTU*

Abstract: Upon the expansion of the town, mahalaua (the slum), an area specific to the old Bucharest,
becomes an outskirts district, reflecting a suburban world lacking the old picturesqueness. Mahalaua
Fantanii, witness of the demolition process under the totalitarian era and of the progress-based
architectural style changes, fades away. A survey on the area reveals lost or poorly rehabilitated

architecturally valuable structures.

Key words: mahala (slum), Mahalaua Fantanii, the old Bucharest, architect Toma Dobrescu

Mahalla is a Turkish word meaning district.’

Bucharest was divided in a few areas called mahalale. One of them was called Mahalaua Fantanii
covering Stirbei Voda, Cazzavilan, Transilvaniei, Popa Tatu and G-ral Berthlot Streets. Mahalaua Fantanii
or Fintina Boului lied next to the Lake of Dura Negutatorul — the nowadays Cismigiu - and to the Mahalaua
Podul de pdméant.? Compared to the centre of the town and to the surrounding mahalale, it was located

rather at the outskirts and considered less attractive.

The 19 " century Bucharest is depicted in water colors by Amedeo Preziosi or Carol Popp of
Szathmari, while on the eve of the 20" century, Bucharest is portrayed by Stefan Luchian in Bariera
Vergului (a street with modest, plant-eaten houses). Although scarce, the paintings depicting the old
Bucharest mirror the town’s features. Interwar painters such as Vasile Popescu, Constantin Artachino, Jean
Al. Steriadi, Iorgulescu Yor depict dilapidated houses, finding the sense of beauty in unattractive places.
Strangely, no painter focuses on the sumptuous houses of the 19" century noblemen, but discovers those
intense feelings, covered in a shade of mystery, at the sight of a ruined fence, a shrunk house or a messy
garden.



After 1830, upon the expansion of Bucharest, the mahala becomes an outskirts district, while the
adjective derived - mahalagiu - means rude man. Nowadays, mahala means a suburban world. Mahalaua
Fintinii fades away, while Western-like districts take shape. The main streets bear the influence of
architects as Dorner, Dobrescu, Berindei, Niga or Ricci.

The house shape and design are a proof of the evolution of taste, from the 19" century until
present.

General Berthlot street, an “eventful” street, houses buildings from the beginning of the 20
century, with hoch ground-floor and moldings, decorated windows and an awning at the entrance and
outbuildings for the servants; plant-eaten houses of the 19" century; avant-garde blocks of the 30s; a
Mauresque style house: the house of General Burileanu, of Dan, the mayor of Bucharest, lawyer, the
house of the three Dobrescu children, with three entrances; the Elinescu small shops and the Radio House.
Dinu Roco, a man who’s been living in a house located on General Berthlot Street, says: “"There are much
more cars now. However, I realize that not much has changed compared to over 80 years ago when I was

looking out the window to the surrounding yards.”

The names of some streets have been changed. According to the 1911 land register, Stirbei Voda
Street has not been renamed, while the nowadays G-ral Berthlot Street is firstly called Fantanii Street,
then Lueger Street, after the mayor of Vienna, then, upon the World War II, it is named after General
Henri Mathias Berthlot and, subsequently, after Alexander Popov - the inventor of radio - in the
communist age, then, after the russification process is over, its name is changed into Nuferilor - this
change being somehow connected to the old Fantédna - to re-become Beneral Berthlot street after 1990,
as a tribute to the French hero. The Pictor Stahi Street is formerly called Esculap, Stefan Furtuna Street -
Fransmasona Street, while Transilvaniei Street — Caprioarelor Street.

The 1911land register is a very useful deed for researchers, for it covers the names of the owners
and the lots. The Archives cover the sales deeds and heir certificates; therefore, comparing the data
included in the land register and those stipulated in the afore-mentioned deeds, one can evoke the history
of the houses and the inhabitants up to 1940. I had the opportunity to conduct such a research years ago
in less fortunate times, when the “greatest of architects”, Nicolae Ceausescu had many buildings from the

railway station area as well as from Buzesti, Dinicu Golescu, Stefan Furtuna, Cazzavillan and Transilvaniei



Streets pulled down and those located on the last segment of Nuferilor and Stirbei Voda Streets are on the
list. Until 1989, a lot of houses from Stirbei Voda Street, between Berzei Street and Calea Plevnei are
demolished, being replaced by safe blocks of flats. 20 years later, unfortunately, this area will undergo
other changes: a boulevard tying Victoriei Square and the Palace of Parliament will be built. Old and new
houses will be pulled down, the stucco perches and tower roofs, the sculpted window frames and the
wrought iron gates, the luxurious rooms reminding us of the 19'" century lifestyle will be history.

I notice that the the Dobrescu family consisting of architect Toma Dobrescu (1862 - 1934), Dimitrie
Dobrescu, mayor of Bucharest between 1911 and 1912 and, I assume, Nicolae Dobrescu, historian of the
Orthodox Church, owns several estates, many of them situated on G-ral Berthlot and Stirbei Voda Streets.
This way I have managed to make connections between the houses and their inhabitants and to figure out
a way of enjoying life by focusing on the house / inhabitant relation. The most important houses in the
area are those built by architect Toma Dobrescu for his family. The houses are built at the end of the 19"

century, some of them dating from 1883 and 1893.

Toma Dobrescu distinguishes himself through his style, elegance and good taste, specific to the
modern society. G-ral Berthlot and Stirbei Voda Streets reflect his work - only private residences, not
institutions. Inspired by the French style, he proves common sense and modesty. He designs many public
institutions such as Minerva Palace and Carol I High school from Craiova, Petru and Pavel High school from
Ploiesti, the Episcopal Palace from Galati — the nowadays Art Museum; he conducts the works at Stock
Exchange building (architect Stefan Burcus) and builds the Celik Den and Cocos monasteries as well as
important private residences. He also designs Iulia Hasdeu Palace from Campina, according to Bogdan
Petriceicu Hasdeu’s instructions received from his late daughter during the spiritism session.

The Dobrescu family owns the following lots and houses: the house from 89 Stirbei Voda Street
(dated from 1893), the house from 104 Stirbei Voda Street (dated from 1883) and the houses from 106,
142 and 146 Stirbei Voda Street; the houses from 66 Lueger Street (where the today Radio House lies)
and the ones from 69 and 67 Lueger Street (dated from 1883), corresponding to those located at 104 and
106 Stirbei Voda Street.

The house of architect Toma Dobrescu has been rebuilt and taken over by Lixteco Company. It is a
marble-plated brand new building. A “TO LET FOR OFFICES” banner is hung by the fence. The houses built



for Toma Dobrescu’s children on 69 G-ral Berthlot Street have not been restored, yet apparently they are

in good condition. The stucco perches and woodwork have been preserved.

Dimitrie Dobrescu’s house from Stirbei Voda Street, former children intended polyclinic in the
communist age, is now abandoned and included on the list of houses to be demolished in order to facilitate
a boulevard tying Victoriei Square and the Palace of Parliament. Another house belonging to Dimitrie
Dobrescu is now a restaurant; fortunately, the new owners have not restored it, preserving the original

decorative elements.

On 142 and 146 Stirbei Voda Street, where a fascinating wrought iron drinking fountain and the
plant-eaten houses (all sorts of plants and trees still govern the landscape) marked my childhood, is a

vacant land. An improvised structure houses a food store.
The 108 Stirbei Voda Street house, probably built by the same Toma Dobrescu, is dilapidated.

After glorious times at the end of the 19" century, resulting in European standard houses, Mahalaua
Fantanii becomes obsolete and turns into a “recent” district, where the Dobrescu houses disappear, the
twin houses with outbuildings in the spacious backyards are altered, the gardens are covered with asphalt,

the old houses are pulled down to enable bolder projects, while others are “improved”.

A stylistic journey reflects the change in taste, a new meaning of beauty in architecture, the
progress-based living variations The best example in this respect is the 104 Stirbei Voda Street house,
built in 1883, provided with stucco perches - a representative house for architect Toma Dobrescu - turned
after over one century into a modern structure with bi-dimensional surfaces. In this picture two architects
meet: Toma Dobrescu - the 19" century builder and Alecu Beldiman - the 20" century restorer, therefore

the old and the new harmoniously blend.



Former 73 Lueger Street, current 69 General Berthlot Street
Owned by Toma Dobrescu

Architect Toma Dobrescu

Figure 1

The building is dowry from Toma Dobrescu for Dobrescu Elena (formerly named Tataru) and
consists of three units with three entrances; each unit has: ground-floor (three rooms, kitchen, store

room, servants’ room) and first-floor (three rooms, bathroom, store room and attic).
The bossed facade distinguishes through symmetry, diversity and through the perches.

The ground-floor narrow entrances are framed by successive perches: mascheroni, laurel twigs,
garlands, ribbons, ovals, volutes, cartouche bearing the initials T.D. (Toma Dobrescu) framed by the horn
of plenty.



Figure 2

At the first floor, above each entrance, there’s a balcony with balusters.

The ground-floor three-side windows are rectangular, while the first floor ones are arch-shaped at
the top. The laurel leaf cartouche shows elegance. It is remarkable that the sculpted window framing is
preserved. The roof cornice is decorated with consoles and rosettes.

Although a rather modest house, the architect develops an ingenious approach to make all his
children happy. A specific feature is that the building has street entrances, following the pattern of ancient
Western houses. He uses French inspiration decoration elements, close to the 16™ century Louis style, by
using garlands and cartouches, the horn of plenty and the round windows with stucco framings. Such
elements are specific to all houses built by Toma Dobrescu. The building has street entrances because
according to the 1911 land register, the backyard is connected to the Dobrescu family’s estates from
Srirbei Voda Street.



Figure 3

67 G-ral Berthlot Street
Owned by architect Toma Dobrescu
Dated on the front side within the cartouche: 1883

425sgm




Figure 4

Next to the triple house of architect Dobrescu’s children, there is another structure owned by the
architect. This is more elegant and probably it’s the house he lives in. One can enter the building through
the yard; the door is framed by column heads.

The house consists of semi-basement and hoch ground-floor, with windows framed by two columns;
under the roof cornice, there’s a stucco garlands frieze including the date — 1883 - in the middle. Above

the cornice, there’s another little pediment with a cartouche in the middle.

The house has been restored in bad taste: all stucco perches are painted in dark red. The original

woodwork is preserved.

Figure 5

The 104 Stirbei Voda Street houses a similar building. Also built in 1883, entrance from the yard
and with stucco perches. It is the architect Toma Dobrescu’s house, built on the lot he owns, as indicated
in the 1911 land register. It has been recently marble-plated, thus eliminating the stucco perches, having
a modern aspect.



104 Stirbei Voda Street
Owned by Dimitrie Dobrescu

A 575 sgm land; the house consists of ground-floor with 7 rooms and 6 outbuildings. According to
the 1911 land register, Toma Dobrescu is the owner, yet the 1940 archive records stipulate that Dimitrie
Dobrescu (deceased in 1936) leaves the house to his children: Maria, Radu, Corneliu si Mircea.

The garage and the servants’ outbuilding are located in the back.

Nowadays, 106 Stirbei Voda Street houses a new building.

Figure 6

The house has been restored by architect Alecu Beldiman.



Figure 8



Figure 9
142 Stirbei Voda Street
Owned byToma Dobrescu.

A 986 sgm land; the house consists of 5 units: a. ground-floor with 4 rooms; b. a house with 3
rooms, hallway and kitchen; c. a house with 3 rooms, hallway, bathroom, kitchen and service room; d.

idem. c; e. ground-floor and first floor with 3 rooms, outbuildings, bathroom and kitchen.

It is a dowry from Toma Dobrescu to his daughter, Dima Petre Zoe (born Dobrescu) in 1920.

Figure 10



98 Stirbei Voda Street

Owned by Dimitrie Dobrescu

A 378 sgm land inherited by Maria Dobrescu

In 1940, the building is situated corner to Dr. Lueger Street.

Nowadays, the building houses a restaurant.

Figure 11

89 Stirbei Voda Street, currently 91 Stirbei Voda Street, corner to Berzei Street

Owned by Dimitrie Dobrescu, former mayor of Bucharest (February 1911 - October 1912)

A 1018 sgm land; the house consists of two units
Legacy from Dimitrie Dobrescu
Dated on the wrought iron gate in Latin letters: MDCCCLXXXIII - 1893

Each cartouche above each window bears the letter “D”.



Figure 12

The corner house is located on Stirbei Voda and Berzei Streets. The land in this area is rather steep,
forcing the architect to build this structure on different levels. One can enter the building from Stirbei Voda
Street, through the yard, mounting a few steps to a door framed by an awning. The hallway is lighted by a
skylight and the main room, on the corner, bears vegetal and stucco putti perches.

The windows with decorated framings and triangular or semi-circular pediment alternate giving
rhythmicity the facade. The facade bears the same French inspiration decorative elements: maccheroni,
cartouche, garlands, balusters and acanthus leaves. The highlight is the domed tower covered in rhombic

plate including circular windows with decorated framings. The top, as the cornice, is decorated with
garlands.

Figure 13



The house distinguishes through the dome and the hoch ground-floor structures and the yard
entrance marked by the awning.

After being nationalized, it operates as a children-intended polyclinic, the fancy rooms being turned
into test labs; the walls, covered with faience; the parquetry replaced with linoleum and the massive doors
turned into poster boards.

Subsequently, the structure changes its purpose, yet preserving its sanitary profile — being a water
testing institution. It has been abandoned for quite some years and will be demolished to enable a
boulevard tying Victoriei Square and the Palace of Parliament.

Figure 14



Figure 15

Figure 16



Figure 17

Figure 18
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EVALUAREA IMOBILIARA INTRE NECESITATE SI REALITATE!

Conf. univ. dr. arh. Ileana BUDISTEANU*
Dr. Simona BARA**

Rezumat: Prezenta lucrare se desfasoara de-a lungul a doud axe majore, prima indicand efectele
tranzactiilor efectuate cu proprietdti imobiliare in contextul Romaniei postdecembriste in care, dinamica
tranzactiilor efectuate cu proprietati imobiliare a cunoscut o crestere continua a rolului sectorului imobiliar
in procesul general de modernizare. A doua directie majora puncteaza asupra necesitatii unui sistem de
monitorizare si evaluare a pietei locuintelor care sa tind cont de specificul local, materialele de constructie

folosite, gradul de confort, accesul la tipurile de infrastructura etc.
Cuvinte cheie: proprietati imobiliare, evaluare imobiliara, dinamica tranzactiilor imobiliare

A avea in proprietate o locuinta de calitate si/sau o ipoteca suportabild pe termen lung sunt aspiratii
firesti ale oricarui individ si de ce nu si ale unui roman. Aceste aspiratii sunt totodata si o componenta

esentiald a ceea ce se numeste “contractul social” pe care de cele mai multe ori mizeaza politicienii.

Dinamica tranzactiilor efectuate cu proprietati imobiliare in ultimii 20 de ani a inregistrat o continua
crestere a rolului sectorului imobiliar in procesul general de dezvoltare si modernizare a RO. Ar mai trebui
precizat ca mai ales dupa anul 2004 dinamica tranzactiilor efectuate cu proprietati imobiliare si cea a
inchirierilor au inregistrat evolutii deosebit de accentuate, dar care s-au reflectat diferentiat in statistica

oficiala si in evolutiile pietelor locale.

Lucrarea de fata are doua mari axe:
e Punctarea efectelor tranzactiilor efectuate cu proprietati imobiliare;

e Despre necesitatea unui sistem de monitorizare si evaluare a pietei locale a locuintelor.



1. Punctarea efectelor tranzactiilor efectuate cu proprietati imobiliare

Nivelul general de dezvoltare al unei societati este masurat prin indicatorul sintetic Produsul Intern
Brut. In structura acestui indicator tranzactiile imobiliare, a inchirierilor si activitdtile de servicii prestate in
principal intreprinderilor intre anii 2000-2009 au detinut intre 12,90% din total si 14,50%. Pentru o
societate in curs de modernizare ce tinde spre modelele economice din tarile dezvoltate - in care serviciile
detin intre 65-80-85% - acest nivel al tranzactiilor imobiliare si al inchirierilor din RO reprezinta o pozitie

relativ modesta.

Grafic 1. Produsul Intern Brut si tranzactiile imobiliare, inchirieri si
activitati de servicii prestate in principal intreprinderilor intre anii 2000-2009
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Sursa: INS, Bucuresti, 2009.

Pentru un practician din domeniu aceasta constatare reflectata de datele statistice oficiale a fost de natura
a-i starni serioase semne de intrebare mai ales daca ne amintim comportamentul agresiv de pe pietele

imobiliare locale pana la declansarea crizei financiare si economice.



Grafic 2. Ponderea in Produsul Intern Brut a tranzactiilor imobiliare, a inchirierilor si a
activitatilor de servicii prestate in principal intreprinderilor . Procente
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Decalajul dintre dinamismul pietelor imobiliare locale si evaluarea oficiala a raportului lor in PIB are
la baza cel putin urmatoarea motivatie: in absenta unor institutii, a unei legislatii specifice, precum si a
unor tehnici de evaluare riguroase si realiste - in acord cu situatia socio-economica a RO - sectorul privat
care s-a format in domeniul tranzactiilor imobiliare si al inchirierilor a fost dominat de marii dezvoltatori

internationali, care in vidul legislativ si institutional existent au impus propriile tehnici de evaluare.

La prima vedere se poate afirma ca acesta a fost un fenomen binevenit si avea rolul de a suplini
lipsa de informatii specializate, pe de o parte, si, pe de alta parte, ,penaliza” slaba adaptare a
administratiei publice centrale la cerintele pietelor reale.

Analizénd, insa, in profunzime acest fenomen se constata ca tehnicile si metodele de evaluare ale
domeniului tranzactiilor imobiliare si al inchirierilor ce au fost practicate de marii dezvoltatori de pe piata
sau de firmele de consultanta internationale au fost deficitare prin aceea ca nu au tinut seama de specificul
si de nivelul de dezvoltare al diferitelor areale urbane in care au patruns; astfel, nu numai ca s-a ,extins”,
in mod artificial, preturile din marile orase in cele de marime mijlocie si mica, dar totodata in intreaga tara

pietele s-au dezvoltat in ritmuri accelerate, iar preturile in domeniul tranzactiilor imobiliare si al



inchirierilor au ajuns sa nu mai tina seama de specificul local, de materialele de constructie folosite, de
gradul de confort, de accesul la diferite tipuri de infrastructura, etc.

In acest context, declansarea crizei financiar-economice a fost de naturd s3 restabileascd echilibrele
si in domeniului tranzactiilor imobiliare si al inchirierilor, pe de o parte, si, pe de alta parte, au repus cu
acuitate problema evaluarii, a adoptarii unor tehnici si metode care sa surprinda cat mai fidel realitatile.
Trebuie precizat ca intarzierile inregistrate de RO in adoptarea unei metodologii statistice standard de
evaluare a domeniului tranzactiilor imobiliare si al inchirierilor a fost de natura a induce in calculul formarii
Produsului Intern Brut ,prudenta” - materializata prin aceea ca in structura indicatorului mentionat
domeniul tranzactiilor imobiliare si al inchirierilor a fost subevaluat, comparativ cu evaluarile agentiilor
multinationale din RO. Totodata, aceasta realitate a fost de naturd sa contribuie la diminuarea socului

indus de declansarea crizei financiar-economice.

2. Necesitatea unui sistem de monitorizare si evaluare a pietei locale a locuintelor

Procesul de structurare a pietei imobiliare in Romania a fost dinamizat prin:

e Nevoia de a depasi o serie de riscuri aparute ca efect a numeroaselor schimbari ale cadrului legal
legat de reconstructia dreptului de proprietate, modalitatile de evaluare a proprietatilor, intarzierile
in eliberarea titlurilor de proprietate asupra terenurilor, respectarea legislatiei referitoare la planurile
de urbanism, eliberarea autorizatiilor de constructie, etc.;

e Initierea de catre sectorul privat a procesului de institutionalizare a activitatilor specifice pietei
imobiliare (crearea unor institutii specializate in gestionarea proprietatilor imobiliare, formarea si
functionarea unor asociatii profesionale etc.);

e Aparitia si nevoia de definire/ institutionalizare a actorilor pietei imobiliare reprezentati prin: agentii
imobiliare; constructori; proprietari; producatori; comercianti — toti acestia fiind extrem de activi;

e Dezvoltarea si consolidarea parteneriatului public-privat in domeniu.

Efectul acestor dezvoltari s-a regasit in: amploarea operatiunilor pe piata imobiliara pana la
declansarea crizei; devansarea ritmului elaborarii si implementarii de catre autoritatile publice centrale a

unor reglementari specifice; necesitatea dezvoltarii unor programe educationale - la nivel universitar, si



post-universitar - specializate pentru a se putea asigura o pregatire corespunzatoare diferitelor categorii
de operatori de pe piata imobiliara.

In domeniul politicilor de locuire, reformele intreprinse au urmarit diminuarea rolului statului in
controlul si subventionarea sectorului locuirii si accentuarea rolului pietei. Au aparut noi tipuri de
transferuri, cum au fost:

e Deducerea dobanzilor la creditele ipotecare sau practica unor dobanzi atractive la economisirile cu

contract pentru destinatii imobiliare;

e Introducerea si dezvoltarea unor noi programe pentru construirea de locuinte sociale;

e Trecerea la utilizarea unor instrumente combinate (subventii bazate pe cerere pentru a sprijini

accesul la proprietate sau la reabilitarea locuintelor) in paralel cu crearea cadrului institutional

pentru dezvoltarea institutiilor de finantare a locuintelor si a altor intermediari ai pietei.

Trebuie precizat ca sistemul monitorizare si evaluare a pietei locale a locuintelor trebuie sa aiba in
vedere:
e monitorizarea pietei imobiliare pe principalele sale componente presupune identificarea - pentru o
folosire cat mai eficienta - a fondului de date privind tranzactiile cu proprietati imobiliare existente
la nivelul unei localitati;

e evaluarea tendintelor pietei imobiliare locale.

Evaluarea proprietatii imobiliare este necesara pentru cel putin urmatoarele scopuri: raportari
financiare; cunoasterea volumului tranzactiilor; cunoasterea volumului de credite posibil de acordat;
monitorizarea creditelor sau Tmprumuturilor garantate cu proprietatea; rezolvarea diferitelor litigii;
probleme de fiscalitate, consultanta si/sau luarea unor decizii investitionale. Cu exceptia ultimului caz,
valoarea de piata a proprietatilor imobiliare reprezinta baza de stabilire a valorii acestora in toate situatiile
urmatoare:

e Evaluari ale activelor corporale imobilizate in scopul intocmirii situatiilor financiare, pentru analiza

efectului modificarii preturilor sau valorilor curente aferente;



De
cum su

Evaluari necesare pentru a asista un potential cumparator /a intocmirea ofertei sale sau pentru a
asista un potential vanzator in stabilirea unui pret acceptabil pe care sa il pretinda sau uneori
pentru a ajuta ambele parti sa determine un pret de vanzare al unei anumite tranzactii imobiliare;
evaluari pentru stabilirea bazelor financiare ale reorganizarii si/sau fuzionarii unor proprietati
imobiliare multiple;
Evaluari solicitate pentru estimarea valorii unei proprietati cu care se garanteaza un credit ipotecar
sau pentru a se stabili o baza de asigurare sau de reasigurare a unui credit cu o proprietate;
Evaluari utilizate in exproprieri pentru cauze de utilitate publica, in litigii si/sau arbitraj asupra unor
dispute, asupra unor contracte sau interese partiale, sau pentru acoperirea unor daune cauzate de
accidente si/sau violari ale legislatiei de mediu;
Evaluari necesare pentru estimarea valorii de impozitare; evaluari pentru separarea activelor in
active amortizabile si active neamortizabile si determinarea, in acest mod, a amortizarii aplicabile
sau pentru determinarea impozitelor legate de donatii si/sau mosteniri;
Evaluari si lucrari auxiliare pentru un spectru larg de clienti, de exemplu: investitori, asiguratori,
licitatori, lichidatori, administratia locala (pentru determinarea efectelor planurilor de urbanism) sau
pentru o diversitate de alte scopuri, cum sunt de exemplu: analize de piata sau de fezabilitate,
analize cost/beneficiu, determinarea valorii contabile a unor noi actiuni emise (sau revizuirea
acestora) si pentru stabilirea evolutiei chiriei si ratelor de leasing viitoare.
asemenea, evaluarea proprietatilor imobiliare poate fi influentata si de unele consideratii speciale,
nt:
Cererea de a analiza fuziunea unor proprietati (de exemplu, in cazul valorii din fuziune) sau
separarea participatiilor la o proprietate (valoarea componentelor);
Efectele asupra proprietatilor imobiliare a unor modificari probabile de zonare si/sau dezvoltare a
infrastructurii, cum este de exemplu extinderea sistemelor de utilitati publice sau a celor de
coridoare de acces;
Piete in declin, caracterizate prin cerere redusa, oferta excedentara, numar redus de tranzactii,

in care estimarile valorii de piata pot fi sustinute in mica masura pe date istorice sau curente.



In functie de situatia si scopul in care a fost solicitatd evaluarea imobiliard aceasta poate indeplini

mai multe functii:

e Tranzactii (vanzari, achizitii, schimburi, donatii etc.) cu proprietati fie ca acestea sunt terenuri,
cladiri, constructii industriale, comerciale, turistice etc.);

e Evaluari patrimoniale pentru inregistrarea valorii juste a activelor societatii in documentele
financiar-contabile sau pentru actualizarea periodica a valorii unor bunuri imobiliare aflate in
gestiunea unor operatori economici;

e Evaluari de terenuri si constructii pentru obtinerea de garantii bancare (gajari) in vederea
atragerii unor credite, inclusiv pentru creditul ipotecar; activitati de leasing imobiliar;

e Evaluari de proprietati imobiliare pentru asigurari de bunuri imobile;

e Emisiunea de titluri de valoarea de catre persoane juridice autorizate;

e Evaluari de bunuri imobile pentru fuziuni interfirme si/sau separari de firme sau a unor activitati
din firma, divizari, dizolvari, faliment etc.

e Litigii;

e Impozitarea proprietatii;

e Partaje din casatorii sau mosteniri;

e Constituirea aportului de capital la demararea unei afaceri;

e Dezvoltare imobiliara si antreprenoriat in constructii;

e Reabilitarea unor constructii cu valoare de patrimoniu;

e Lucrari de urbanism si amenajarea teritoriului, inclusiv dezvoltarea infrastructurii rutiere, cai
ferate, aeroportuare sau navale;

e Stabilirea nivelului unor venituri din rente, chirii, redevente.

Indicatorii propusi pentru analiza pietei imobiliare sunt considerati a fi relevanti pentru:
caracterizarea principalelor categorii ale fondului de locuinte, atat sub raportul caracteristicilor fizice
(vechime, tip, marime, confort), cat si al dispozitiei spatiale a acestora (centru, zona pericentrala, zone
urbane marginale, periurban).

In viitor acesta va putea fi dezvoltat pe urmatoarele directii:



Indicatori ai fondului de locuinte si variatiile lor: tipologii ale locuintelor, dupa tip, statut de ocupare,
marime, nivel de confort, vechime; pozitionarea in cadrul localitatii, aglomeratiei urbane sau in zone
rezidentiale omogene; identificarea factorilor ofertei, asociat tipologiei stocului de locuinte;
observarea nivelurilor de pret in cadrul fondului de locuinte existent;

Analiza fluxurilor: aparitia de constructii noi (volum, ritm, calitate); provenit din transformarea
parcului existent (dezafectare, ameliorare, schimbare a statutului de ocupare);

Componentele cererii de locuinte: prin analiza evolutiei populatiei totale si a impactului sau asupra
perspectivei de formare si modificare a gospodariilor; caracteristicile gospodariilor (numar de
persoane si structuri familiale, potential de evolutie, constrangeri economice, tipuri de activitati,
categorii specifice); analiza fluxurilor, printr-o abordare a ciclurilor de viata a persoanelor de
referinta, dar si printr-o abordare a cursurilor rezidentiale;

Cunoasterea pietei imobiliare locale: numar de tranzactii, pe categorii si zone; accesibilitatea
serviciului de locuinta; mobilitatea si functionarea pietei locale imobiliare;

Alti indicatori relevanti: investitii in locuintd; numar de locuinte renovate; costurile utilizarii

locuintelor; indicatori ai nivelului de trai; fiscalitatea locuintei.

Datele existente la nivel national privind investitiile in locuinte arata importanta acestora pentru analiza

tranzactiilor la nivel local, a unei abordari complete, care nu neglijeaza piata de bunuri de ocazie, cunoscut

fiind ca atunci cand se achizitioneaza o locuinta se produce ,un acces la proprietate”, iar acesta este

insotit, aproape intotdeauna, de eliberarea unei alte locuinte.

Acest tip de analiza, care vizeaza aprecierea dinamismului pietei locale, se loveste de un obstacol de

seama: absenta surselor de date si informatii statistice direct exploatabile.

Abordarea tranzactiilor la nivel local se poate face prin doua modalitati:

prin culegerea de informatii provenite de la experti, de la profesionistii locali (institutii de creditare,
agenti imobiliari si notari), cu toate limitele inerente unui astfel de demers (viziunea partiala,
imprecizia datelor, imposibilitatea de a intreprinde analize cu diferite grade de finete). Abordarea
preturilor de vanzare, asociate volumelor este principala bogatie a analizei. Pentru a fi semnificativa,

aceasta trebuie sa fie totusi facuta cu precautie: fiecare pret va trebui tratat pe tipuri de locuinta si



numar de camere; preturile medii astfel calculate vor trebui sa fie insotite de o0 masura a dispersiei
lor.
e prin exploatarea statistica a datelor oferite de ,extrasele de acte de mutatie” existente la serviciile

de evidenta populatiei.

Abordarea tranzactiilor printr-una dintre modalitatile de mai sus:

e nu permite aprecierea consumului de “servicii de locuire”;

e exclude (i) relatia dintre pretul platit de gospodarii si resursele lor;
(ii) aspectele legate de intregul sector locativ.

Note
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THE REAL ESTATE EVALUATION, BETWEEN NECESSITY AND REALITY?

Assoc. Prof. Ph.D. Arch. Ileana BUDISTEANU*
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Abstract: This paper is based on two major directions, the first one indicating the effects of the
transactions with real estate properties in the context of post-revolutionary Romania, where the dynamics
of the transactions in real estate met a continuous growth of the real estate sector in the general
modernization process. The second major direction highlights the need for a monitoring and evaluation
system of the local housing market that should consider the local custom, the building materials used, the
comfort degree, the access to the infrastructure types etc.

Key words: real properties, real estate evaluation, dynamics of the real estate transactions.

Having in property a quality house and/or an affordable mortgage on the long term are any
individual’s natural aspirations. These aspirations are at the same time an essential component of what we

call “the social contract” the politicians refer to.

The dynamics of the transactions with real properties in the last 20 years registered a continuous
growth in the role of the real estate sector in the general development and modernization process in
Romania. It should also be mentioned that especially after 2004, the dynamics of the real estate
transactions and the renting ones registered impressive evolutions, reflected differently in the official
statistics and in the evolutions of the local markets.

The paper herein has two major purposes:
¢ Mentioning the effects of the real estate transactions;

¢ Highlighting the necessity of a monitoring and evaluation system of the local housing market



1. The effects of the real estate transactions

The general development level of a society is measured by the Gross Domestic Income synthetic index.
Within the structure of this index, the real estate transactions, the renting and services activities for the
enterprises especially between 2000-2009 held between 12, 90% and 14, 50% of the total. For a society
reaching to the economic models in the developed countries, where services represent between 65-80-

85%- this level of the real estate transactions in Romania is relatively modest.

Chart 1. The Gross Domestic Income and the real estate, renting transactions and the services
activities for the enterprises between 2000-2009
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Real Estate and renting transactions and service activities for enterprises between 2000-2009)

For a practitioner in the field, this observation reflected by the official statistic data raised questions,
especially if we remember the aggressive behavior on the local real estate markets until the economic and

financial crisis.



Chart 2. The weight of the Real Estate and renting transactions and service activities for the
enterprises. Percentages
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The inequality between the dynamics of the local real estate markets and the official evaluation of
their participation to the GDP is based at least on the following motivation: in the absence of institutions,
specific legislation, as well as the absence of rigorous and realistic evaluation techniques- in compliance
with Romania’s social and economic situation- the private sector in the field of real estate and renting
transactions was dominated by the huge international developers, who imposed their own rules.

At a first glance, we could state that this was a welcomed phenomenon with the role to replace the
lack of specialized information, on one hand, and on the other hand, it “penalized” the weak adaptation of

the central public administration to the requirements of the real markets.

Analyzing this phenomenon, we notice that the techniques and evaluation methods of the real
estate transactions field and the ones in the renting fields which were applied by the great market
developers or by the international counseling companies were wrong, as they disregarded the specific and
the development level of the different urban areas they penetrated; the markets in the whole country

developed quickly and the prices in the field of the real estate and renting transactions reached a point



where the local features, the used building materials, the comfort degree, the access to different types of

infrastructure were disregarded.

In this context, the beginning of the financial and economic crisis was able to re-establish the
balances in the field of the real estate and renting transactions; on the one hand, they raised again the
issue of the evaluation, the adoption of techniques and methods that should picture the realities the more

exactly possible.

We must mention that the delays Romania had in adopting a standard statistic methodology for the
evaluation of the real estate and renting transactions field induced “prudence” to the calculation of the
GDP formation- materialized by the fact that the field of the real estate and renting transactions was
underestimated, in comparison with the evaluations of the multinational agencies in Romania. At the same
time, this reality contributed to the diminishing of the shock induced by the beginning of the financial and

economic crisis.

2. The necessity of a monitoring and evaluation system for the local housing market

The formation process of the real estate market in Romania was stimulated by:

e The need to overcome a series of risks emerged as effect of the various changes of the
framework connected with the reconstructions of the ownership reconstruction, the property
evaluation methods, the delays in issuing the ownership of the lands, the observance of the
legislation referring to the urbanism plans, the issuance of the building authorizations, etc.;

e The initiation of the institutionalization process of the activities specific to the real estate
market (the establishment of certain specialized institutions in the management of the real
estate properties, the establishment and functioning of professional associations etc.);

e The emergence and institutionalization need of the real estate market actors by: real estate
agencies; constructors; owners; producers; traders- all of them being extremely active;

e The development and consolidation of the public- private partnership in the field.



The effect of these developments was found in: the dimension of the operations on the real estate
market until the beginning of the crisis; the advancement of the elaboration and implementation of specific
regulations by the public central authorities; the necessity to develop educational programmes- at
university and post-university level- specialized in order to ensure a proper preparation to the different

categories of operators on the real estate market.

In the field of the housing policies, the reforms aimed at the decrease of the state’s role regarding the
control and the subsidy in the housing field, as well as the highlight of the market’s role. New transfer
types emerged, such as:

e The interest deductions for the mortgage credit programmes or attractive interests for the contract

savings for real estate destinations;

e The introduction and development of new programmes for building social housing;

e The use of certain combined instruments (subsidies based on demand for the support of the access

to the property or to the rehabilitation of the houses) simultaneously with the establishment of the
institutional framework for the development of the financing institutions and of the other

intermediaries on the market.

It must be said that the local housing market evaluation and monitoring system must take into

consideration:

e The monitoring of the real estate market and its main components means the identification- for an
efficient use- of the data fund regarding the transactions with real estate properties within a
locality;

e The evaluation of the local real estate market tendencies.

The evaluation of the real estate property is necessary at least for the following purposes: financial
reports; the knowledge of the transactions’ volume; the knowledge of the volume of possible granted

credits; the monitoring of the credits or loans grated with the property; dispute resolution; fiscality issues,



consultancy and/ or investment related decisions. Except for the last case, the market value of the real

estate property is the basis for establishing their value in all the following situations:

as:

Evaluations of the corporate assets frozen for the aim of establishing the financial positions, for the
analysis of the price modification effect of related current values;

Evaluations necessary in order to assist a potential buyer in making an offer or a potential seller in
establishing a reasonable price or in order to help both parties determine the price of a certain real
estate transaction; evaluations for establishing the financial basis of reorganization and/ or merger
of multiple real estate properties;

Evaluations requested for estimating the value of a property which grants a loan on mortgage or in
order to establish an insurance or reassurance of a mortgage loan;

Evaluations used in expropriations for public utility causes, in disputes and/ or arbitrage of certain
disputes, contracts or partial interests or in order to cover certain prejudices caused by accidents
and/ or violations of the environment legislation;

Evaluations needed for estimating the value of the taxes; evaluations for categorizing the assets as
depreciable assets and non-depreciable assets and the determination of the depreciation applied or
in order to determinate the taxes related to donations and/ or inheritances;

Auxiliary evaluations for a wide rage of customers, for example: investors, insurers, bidders,
liquidators, the local administration (for determining the effects of the urban plan) or for a diversity
of other purposes, such as: market or feasibility analyses, cost/ benefit analyses, the determination
of the carrying account of new issued shares (or their revision) and for establishing the evolution of

the renting prices and future leasing shares.

The evaluation of the real estate properties can be influenced by certain special considerations, such

The demand to analyze the merger or properties (merger values, for example) or the separation of
the participants to a property

The effects upon the real estate properties of certain possible area modifications and/ or
development of the infrastructure, such as the development of the public utilities systems or the

access corridors;



e The declining markets, characterized by a reduced demand, surplus offer, reduced number of
transactions, where the estimations of the market value can be sustained by historical or current
data.

Depending on the situation and purpose for which the real estate evaluation has been requested, it can

fulfil various functions:

e Property transactions (sales, purchases, exchanges, donations etc.), either these are land,
buildings, industrial, commercial, tourist buildings etc.);

e Patrimonial evaluations for registration of the correct value of the assets of the society in the
financial and accounting assets or for the periodic update of the value of real estate goods managed
by economic operators;

e Land and buildings evaluations for obtaining banking warranties in order to attract certain credits,
including for the mortgage loan; real estate leasing activities;

e Real estate property evaluations for immoveable goods insurance;

e Securities issuance by authorized legal persons;

e Immoveable goods evaluations for company mergers and/ or company separations or activity
evaluations, dissolutions, bankruptcy, etc.

e Litigations;

e Property tax;

e Marriage of inheritance partitions;

e The equity contribution when starting a business;

e Real estate development and entrepreneurship in constructions;

e The rehabilitation of patrimony buildings;

e Urbanism and landscape works, including the road, railway, naval infrastructure development;

e Establishment of the income level resulted from annuities, rent, royalties.



The indices proposed for the analysis of the real estate market are considered to be relevant for: the

characteristics of the main categories of the housing stock, regarding their features (age, type, dimension,

comfort), as well as their spatial distribution (centre, pericentral zone, marginal urban areas, peri-urban).

In the future, this will be developed as follows:

Indices of the housing stock and their variations: housing typologies, according to the type,
occupancy status, dimension, comfort level, age; their location within the locality, the urban
agglomeration or homogenous residential areas; the identification of the offer’s factors, associated
to the typology of the housing stock; the observance of the price level within the existent housing
stock;

The flow analysis: new buildings emergence (volume, quality, rate); resulted from the
transformation of the existent park (decommission, amelioration, occupancy rate change);

The components of the housing demand: by analyzing the evolution of the total population and its
impact upon the perspective for the formation and modification of the household; the household
characteristics (number of persons and family structures, evolution potential, economic constraints,
types of activity, specific categories); the analysis of the flows, by approaching the life cycles of the
reference persons;

The knowledge of the local real estate market: number of transactions, according to categories and
areas; the housing service accessibility, the mobility and functioning of the local real estate market;
Other relevant indices: investments for the house, number of renovated houses; the costs for using
the houses; standard of living indices; the house’s fiscality.

The national data regarding the housing investments show their importance for the analysis of

transactions at a local level, of a complete approach which does not neglect the occasional goods market,

being known the fact that when a house is being purchased, another one is being cleared most of the

times, producing an “access to property”.

This type of analysis aiming at the appreciation of the local market dynamism, encounters a relevant

obstacle: the absence of the data sources and statistical information directly exploitable.



The approach of the transactions at a local level is made by the following two methods:

e Gathering information from the experts, from the local professionals (crediting institutions, real
estate agents and notaries), with all the limitations inherent in such a process (the partial vision,
the lack of precision of the data, the impossibility to accomplish analyses with different degrees of
accuracy). The approach of the sales prices, associated to the volumes is the main advantage of the
analysis. However, in order to be significant, this has to be made with precaution: each price will
need to be treated according to the house type and number of rooms; the average prices calculated
will need to be accompanied by a measure of their dispersal.

e The statistic exploitation of the data provided by the “statements of mutation acts” within the local

register office.

The approach of the transactions by one of the methods above:
e Does not allow the appreciation of the “living services” consumption;
e Excludes (i) the relation between the price paid by the households and their resources; (ii) the

aspects connected to the entire housing sector.

Notes
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Spatiul public

POVESTI DESPRE SPATIUL PUBLIC

Lector univ. drd. arh. Gabriela PETRESCU*

Rezumat: Spatiul public, prefigurat de agora anticd greceasca sau de forumul roman, este pentru prima
data definit de catre filozoful german J. Habermas in contextul aparitiei noilor relatii comerciale din
societatea capitalista a secolului XVII. Ulterior, preocuparea pentru spatialitate si sfera publicad s-a
materializat diferit in teoriile lui Christian Norberg Schultz sau prin heterotopiile imaginate de Michel
Foucault pentru ca in prezent spatiul public sa fie marturia nasterii societatii moderne in tarile occidentale
avansate, indicele calitatii vietii la nivelul oraselor. Ludnd drept exemplu orasul Ploiesti, studiul analizeaza
evolutia spatiului public de la spatiu supus puterii, in special comuniste, la spatiul public actual organizat

de sfera economica ca “"suport material pentru mesajele publicitare” (11).

Cuvinte cheie: spatiu public, sfera publica, spatiu existential, genius loci, heterotopii, orasul Ploiesti

Agora, in greaca, sau forum la latini, cum era denumit spatiul public, era un loc de socializare, de
schimb comercial, de circulatie, ori locul de unde se conducea statul prin retorica sau vizibilitate. Spatiul
public este spatiul tuturor, spatiu al regulilor de a construi, a trai si a socializa. Este un loc concret,
destinat publicului, ca sfera de dezbateri publice. Spatiile publice sunt locuri de convietuire ale locuitorilor
si utilizatorilor precum si campuri de manifestare a autoritatii publice. Ele ofera cadrul unei colaborari
interdisciplinare. Valoarea spatiului public pentru orasul secolului nostru este un prim indice al calitatii
vietii In oras. Spatiul public, sfera publica, sunt termeni care au marcat nasterea societatii moderne in

tarile occidentale avansate.

Sfera publica
Pentru prima data, spatiul public a fost definit de filozoful german J.Habermas in cartea aparuta in
1962, Sfera publica si transformarea ei structurald, carte care ramane una din studiile fundamentale care

traseaza cadrul general in definirea genezei si a trasaturilor sferei publice. Crearea spatiului public este o



~exigenta de inventare a unor locuri in care cuvantul sa fie semnificativ si actiunea eficienta” (1).

Pana la sfarsitul secolului al XVI-lea, dupa Habermas, nu putem vorbi de o diferenta dintre sfera
publica si cea privata. Noile tipuri de relatii comerciale din societatea capitalista, aparute din secolul XVII-
lea, au aratat necesitatea existentei unor informatii legate de afacerile negustorilor sau corporatiilor din
cadrul oraselor. Astfel, orasele au devenit suport al unei ,prese” de inceput. Au aparut spatii de adunare,
saloanele, unde initial aveau loc dezbateri literare si artistice, ulterior, dispute economice si politice.

Din cartea sa, aflam ca sfera publica descinde din sfera literara, in care, la inceput criteriile de a
accede erau educatia si proprietatea. Noul public al saloanelor literare, incepe sa devina critic la adresa
autoritatii, prin intermediul presei de opinie care inca din secolul al XVII-lea, devine o afacere. In secolul
XX, noile mijloace mediatice, radioul, televiziunea, cinematograful, nu favorizeaza schimbul de idei, cum
se intdmpla in sfera publica literara.

Habermas, in concluzie, insistd asupra rolului nefast al mass-mediei si a tehnicilor moderne de
comunicare, care au dus la pierderea dimensiunii politice si critice a spatiului public, in favoarea unei
culturi de divertisment.

Sfera publica, descrisa de Habermas inca din 1962, reprezinta inceputurile formelor moderne de
comunicare, secondata de multe spatii publice, ale culturii populare.

Sfera publica literara se va scinda in specialisti si publicul interesat mai ales de consum.

Dupa mai multi ani de studii, Habermas revine asupra ideii, criticandu-si propriile ipoteze,
recunoscand ca a ignorat cultura de masa, cultura populara, creatoare a unei sfere publice, cu forme de
organizare si practici proprii.

Habermas sesiza initial o evolutie liniara, de la un public interesat si activ politic, la un public
»individualist”, de la dezbaterea asupra culturii la consumul de cultura.

In anii nostri, datoritd mass-mediei si a internetului, necesitatea de a avea un loc fizic de intalnire,
unde sa aiba loc schimburi de idei si informatii, nu s-a mai manifestat, cu toate ca, evenimente ca
sarbatoriri, festivaluri, revendicari sociale, politice se intampla in continuare in strada. Acum se ia parte la
dezbateri, luare de decizii, formare de optiuni politice, prin internet. Tribunele radiofonice si discutiile
televizate devin locuri ale dezbaterii la care populatia participa in mod imaginar, dar impreuna.

Conform definitiei date de J]. Habermas, retelele electronice fac parte din sfera publica; ,Noi
calificam drept publice anumite manifestari atunci cand, spre deosebire de cercurile inchise, ele sunt

tuturor accesibile, in acelasi fel cum vorbim despre locuri publice sau cladiri publice” (2).



Spatiul existential

Christian Norberg Schultz, defineste ,spatialitatea ca spatiu al trairii in care fiecare lucru are locul
sau si in care toate aceste locuri concura la crearea unui context global permitand vietii sa aiba loc” (3).

La baza teoriei lui Schultz despre spatiu arhitectural ca spatiu existential, sta faptul ca acesta
trebuie sa fie inteles ca o imagine necesara existentei omului in lume. Omul trebuie sa aiba un loc al sau
de unde sa plece si in care sa revina permanent, iar celelalte locuri sunt pentru fiinta o continuare a
propriului spatiu existential. C.N.Schultz defineste spatiul existentei omului ca un sistem stabil de perceptii
si imagini despre mediu.

Studierea structurii spatiului arhitectural presupune cunoasterea relatiilor ce aduc ordinea in
cadrul spatiului cum ar fi, vecinatatea, succesiunea sau separarea, precum si studierea oraselor, cladirilor,
lucrurilor.

Locurile au genius loci - caracter - care determina imaginea despre acel loc a majoritatii oamenilor
care apartin locului, este atmosfera generala a spatiului pe care-| traieste omul.
Caracterul unui spatiu este o functie care depinde de timp si care schimba aspectul locului Un oras

mare are un pronuntat caracter (4).

Altfel de spatii

Pentru Michael Foucault in ,Altfel de spatii” (5), lumea este perceputa de oameni ca ,0 retea ce
leaga puncte si isi urzeste labirintul” iar spatiul reprezinta o suma de relatii de amplasare, definite de
relatii de vecinatate intre puncte sau elemente.

»Spatiul in care traim, de care suntem atrasi in afara noua insine, in care se desfasoara tocmai
erodarea vietii, timpului si istoriei noastre, acest spatiu care ne roade si ne brazdeaza este si el insusi un
spatiu eterogen. Altfel spus, noi nu traim intr-un soi de vid, in interiorul caruia s-ar putea situa indivizi si
lucruri. Nu traim in interiorul unui vid care s-ar colora cu diferite umbre si lumini, traim Tndauntru unui
ansamblu de relatii care definesc amplasamente ireductibile unele la altele si absolut nesuperpozabile” (6).

Spatiile, care sunt in relatie cu toate celelalte, contrazicandu-le in acelasi timp, sunt, dupa
Foucault, utopice, adica, amplasamente fara loc real si apoi locurile reale, efective, un fel de
amplasamente inversate, adicd altfel de locuri, numite de Foucault, heterotopii. In textul sdu, asistdm la o
calatorie, pe care o descrie, prin spatiile pe care le strabate, spatii care nu au nici o legatura cu puterea.

Asistam la un proces de deplasare si penetrare, a spatiului public, catre cel privat, adica raporturi



familiale, de vecinatate, etc. Deci, spatiul public devine complex, mult mai larg, cu functiuni extinse si
fragmentat.

Spatiul public are mai multe atribute si caracteristici, este o intersectare de interese si de dispute,
este un spatiu pentru imagine si simbol, este accesibil. De asemenea, este utilizat pentru publicitate,
pentru comert, este ierarhizat, este densificat (marile cartiere de blocuri care au suferit o indesire a
constructiilor, deci o micsorare a spatiului public).

Spatiul public este marginit si nemarginit in acelasi timp. Spatiul public este locul in care venim
dinspre spatiul privat, ne aratam celorlalti, prin prezenta si prin capacitatile noastre de a vedea si a auzi,
de a fi vazut si auzit.

Puterea organizeaza spatiul public, ne organizeaza si ordoneaza vietile, exprimandu-se prin
arhitectura. Ea tinde sa marcheze arhitectural spatiul, transformandu-I| in scena oferita societatii, dar care
apartine tot ei. Spatiul public este, asa cum spunea Michel Foucault, "ochiul puterii", spatiu de vizibilitate
in care, in acelasi timp, puterea se pune pe sine insasi in scenda dramatizandu-se arhitectural, dar ne face
si pe noi vizibili, pentru a ne supraveghea si a ne codifica, pentru a ne forma in mod transcendental
comportamentele .

Spatiile publice ale oraselor sunt locuri de manifestare, de actiune a societatii civile, garantand
anonimatul. Ele creeaza sentimentul de apartenenta la acel spatiu. Spatiul public se creeaza, se

genereaza, se gestioneaza, se administreaza, se locuieste, se fotografiaza .

Studiu de caz, centrul orasului Ploiesti

Orasele noastre au suferit in perioada comunista mari modificari, datorate deciziei politice si m-as
referi la orasul Ploiesti, unde au trait si au activat cei cinci arhitecti din familia Socolescu, a caror
activitate mi-am propus a o cerceta.

In sec. XIX- lea, orasul Ploiesti, ca mai toate orasele din Romania s-a urbanizat, devenind un
puternic centru comercial si mai ales petrolier, dezvoltandu-se cu repeziciune. Cresterea populatiei a creat
nevoia negotului si implicit a unui spatiu de desfacere a produselor de catre tarani, negustori si
mestesugari care vindeau printre maghernite si soproane. Miscarea spre vest a oborului si apoi a pietei a
dus la cresterea orasului.

Au aparut nenumarate pravalii, ateliere, targuri, hanuri pentru cazarea negustorilor. Astfel, Nicolae

Socol(escu), arhitect roman, stabilit la Ploiesti, cu studii de arhitectura la Viena in 1846, construieste



printre altele, hoteluri ca Europa, Victoria, sau hanurile Nita Pitis, Petre Buzila, precum si numeroase

pravalii si locuinte, care au fost demolate sau bombardate in al doilea razboi mondial.

Figura 1 Hotel Europa Figura 2 Casa Hagi Buzila

Spatiul public se poate extinde sau restrange, se poate intari sau condensa (7).
Spatiul public trebuia punctat in nodurile esentiale, prin amplasarea simbolurilor, ce pot schimba caracterul
spatiului.

Nevoia unei noi functiuni in cadrul spatiului public s-a simtit inca de la inceputul secolului XX si
anume, pentru instante judecatoresti, locul ales fiind Oborul ordsenesc, unde spatiul era partial ocupat de
pravalii.

Ploesti. Statuia Libertagel.

et

Figura 3 Statuia Libertatii, Figura 4 Piata veche a orasului cu statuia Libertatii si toate

constructiile demolate ulterior



Astfel, a inceput construirea noului Palat al Justitiei (actual Palatul Culturii). Noul edificiu,
constructie monumentala, realizata in stil neoclasic francez, de catre Toma T. Socolescu, a schimbat
radical spatiul arhitectural existent al centrului orasului. Daca pana in acel moment, zona era impanzita de
case parter-etaj, cu strazi inguste, noul sediul al puterii judecatoresti era un prim pas spre sistematizarea

orasului.

“=Figura 5,6 Palatul Culturii
Drept urmare, pentru a se crea o mica piata in fata Palatului Justitiei si pentru a se mari perspectiva
asupra sa, au fost dezafectate constructii de secol XIX, inclusiv o portiune din zona veche a orasului.

Trecerea de la stilul neoclasic francez, al palatului Culturii, organizat pe orizontala, masiv, cu



ferestre ample, cu ancadramente verticale si o colonada de stalpi care flancheaza intrarea dinspre
bulevard, la stilul modern al Halelor Centrale, constructie impozanta, realizata in anii '30 ai secolului
trecut, de acelasi arhitect Socolescu, se face prin elementul dominant vertical, turnul cu ceas. Constructia

halelor a aparut din nevoia unei piete la standardele vremii, pentru un oras aflat intr-o dezvoltare
galopanta.

Figura 7 Halele centrale
Compozitia, formata din multe volume arhitectonice, cu un element vertical dominant, turnul cu
ceas si cupola de peste hala principald, fiecare tratate separat, dar imbinate armonios intr-un tot unitar,

finisarea in rosu, caramiziu si gri, se unesc cu tehnica moderna a betonului si sticlei, intr-un efect de
neuitat.

Figura 8 Halele centrale



Din pacate, Piata Halelor a fost inchisa pe latura stanga de un bloc p+7 construit in anii 50-60, care
blocheaza privirea catre Catedrala Sf. Ioan.

In prezent, in Piata Halelor, coexistd, incomodandu-se reciproc, edificii realizate in diverse stadii prin
care a trecut locul in decursul timpului.

In 1939, era o piata unitara - cu genius loci- unde, pe latura dreapta era Palatul Culturii, in fata
Halele Centrale, cu un element vertical dominant, turnul cu ceas si cupola de peste hala principala, iar pe
lateral se inalta gratioasa, clopotnita bisericii Sf. Ioan, a carei piatra fundamentala a fost pusa in 1923 de
catre principele Carol al II-lea si finalizata partial in 1939. T. T. Socolescu (8) intocmise planurile bisericii,
dar a izbucnit razboiul, iar apoi contextul nu a mai fost unul favorabil si constructia nu a mai fost

definitivata .

Figura 9 Catedrala Sf Ioan

Puterea comunista a hotarat insa intoxicarea (9)spatiului prin acoperirea clopotnitei cu un bloc,
cunoscut de ploiesteni drept ”7 etaje”. De asemenea, puterea si-a ridicat propriul simbol, propriul ,ochi”,
Palatul administrativ, care pana in 1989, era cel mai important edificiu. Este o cladire de birouri,
impozanta, care domina centrul, ca in mai toate orasele tarii care si-au pierdut centrul vechi, dar care,
totusi este “modesta" fata de constructiile din centrul civic ale oraselor Satu Mare, Tulcea sau Bucuresti.
Spatiul public din fata sediului, era enorm de gol cand nu se tineau adunari populare cu prilejul “vizitelor



de lucru”.

Intre cele trei constructii s-a amenajat un loc public, o grddind. Tot apropiat de piata centrald s-a
edificat si stadionul, care, ulterior a fost utilizat de puterea comunistd, in scop propagandistic, pentru
sarbatorirea zilei de 23 august, mitinguri, Cantarea Romaniei, etc.

Centrul vechi al unui oras inseamna memorie, nu numai cladiri vechi, un monument, sau o atractie
turistica. Din pacate, Ploiestiul de astazi este un oras lipsit de memorie, ca majoritatea oraselor din
Roménia, atat datorita cutremurelor din 1940, 1977, a bombardamentelor din cel de al doilea razboi
mondial, cat si mai ales datoritd regimului comunist prin planurile de remodelare urbana, cand zone vechi
ale oraselor au fost demolate si inlocuite cu cartierele de blocuri monotone de astazi.

Centrul civic actual al Ploiestiului, care se desfasoara pe o parte si pe alta a bulevardului
Independentei (DN1), care a dat directie dezvoltarii orasului catre nord vest, a fost configurat inca din anii
‘30, cu trotuare ample si foarte circulat, este format dintr-o succesiune de “altfel de spatii”, muzee
celebre, case memoriale, scuaruri. In scuarul de pe latura stdngd sunt amplasate statui, incepand cu

busturile diverselor personalitati ale orasului si terminand cu statuia Libertatii.

Figura 10 Centrul Civic

Daca privim fatadele blocurilor p+4, 6 sau 7, edificate in perioada comunista, cel putin in zona
centrald, putem sa remarcam cd, desi sunt vechi, creeaza un fundal spatiului public.
De asemenea, centrul Ploiestiului are sansa unui spatiu bogat plantat pe ambele parti ale bulevardului,
spatiu ce ascunde in spatele sau fatadele neutre ale blocurilor vechi. Zona verde primeste in decursul

anului diverse functiuni: festivaluri, targuri, comert de sarbatori .



Notiunea de spatiu public ar trebui regandita. “Orasul clasic dispare, spatiul public este des-figurat,
orasul se re-aseaza. Devine indistinct, haotic, murdar, promiscuu. Orasul isi pierde ordinea clasica, si
"dispare". Se reintoarce, de fapt, dupa o scurtd paranteza istorica de triumf al simbolicului, la real, la o
arhaicitate pre-antica, "orientald", medievala, pre-greaca. Dar in el sintem, poate, mai liberi, adica mai vii.
Iar viata, cu atit mai mult in agregarile ei colective, desfide geometriile rationaliste ale puterii clasice,
"canonul" clasic al unei puteri esentialmente estetice, prin intermediul caruia am fost condusi, si, mai mult
decit atit, creati, produsi”(10). Daca in trecut orasul era organizat de putere, astazi economicul
organizeaza orasul secolului XXI, acestea devenind “simplu suport material pentru mesajele publicitare,

singurele, prin dimensiunile si numarul lor sufocant, mai putand pretinde la statutul de public” (11).
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Public space

TALES ABOUT THE PUBLIC SPACE

Lecturer PhDc. Arch. Gabriela PETRESCU*

Abstract: The German philosopher J. Habermas defined for the first time the public space, foreshadowed
by the antique Greek agora or the Roman forum. This definition was made in the context of the emergence
of new commercial relations within the capitalist society of the 17" century. Subsequently, the concern for
spatiality and the public sphere materialized differently in the theories of Christian Norberg Schultz or by
the heterotopias imagined by Michel Foucault. Currently, the public space is the testimony for the
emergence of the modern society in the advanced western countries, the index for the town quality of life.
Taking Ploiesti as an example, the study analyzes the evolution of the public space, from public space
submitted to the power, especially the communist one, to the current public space organized by the
economic sphere as "material support for the advertising messages” (11).

Key words: public space, public sphere, existential space, genius loci, heterotopias, Ploiesti town.

The “agora” or “forum”, as the public space was named in Greek or Latin, was a place for
socializing, for trade, circulation or the place from where the state was led by rhetoric or visibility. The
public space is everybody’s space, the space for rules of building, living and socializing. It is a definite
place, destined for the public as sphere of public debate. The public spaces are cohabitation places as well
as places where the public authority manifests itself. They offer the background of an interdisciplinary
collaboration. The value of the public space for the city of our century is one of the first indices of the city
life quality. The public space, the public sphere are terms that have marked the emergence of the modern

society in the advanced western countries.

The public sphere

The public space was for the first time defined by German philosopher ]J. Habermas in his 1962



book, * The structural Transformation of the Public Sphere”, which remains one of the fundamental studies
designing the general framework in defining the genesis and the features of the public sphere. The
creation of the public space is a “request to invent certain places where the word is significant and the

action is efficient” (1).

Until the end of the 16™ century we cannot speak about a difference between the public and the
private spheres. The new types of trading relations within the capitalist society, emerged in the 17
century, showed the necessity for the existence of information concerning the businessmen or the
corporatists within the cities. Thus, the cities became a support for some kind of initiation of the "media”.
The meeting places, the saloons emerged, where literary and artistic debates would take place initially and

subsequently, economic and political disputes.

From his book, we find out that the public sphere descends from the literary sphere to which the
accession criteria were the education and the property at first. The new public of the literary saloons starts
to be critical towards the authority, by means of the opinion media that becomes a business, starting the
17™ century. In the 20" century, the new media means, the radio, the TV, the cinema do not favour the

change of ideas, as it happens in the literary sphere.

Conclusively, Habermas insists upon the wrong role of the media and of the modern communication
techniques that have led to the loss of the political and critical dimension of the public space, in favor of an

entertainment culture.

The public sphere described by Habermas in 1962 represents the beginning of the modern means of
communication, followed by several public spaces of the popular culture. The literary public sphere splits:
there will be specialists and the public interested especially in consumerism.

After several years of study, Habermas goes back to the idea, criticizing his own hypothesis, admitting
that he had ignored the mass culture, the popular culture that has created a public sphere, with an own

organization and practices.

Habermas initially noticed a linear evolution, from an interested and politically active public to an



“individualist” public, from the debate on culture to the consumerism of the culture.

The necessity to have a physical venue for the interchange of ideas and information did not
manifest itself during these times, due to the media and Internet, although the events such as the
holidays, festivals, social complaints still happen in the street. The participation to the decision making,
debates or formation of political options happen on the Internet nowadays. The radio shows and the TV

shows become debate venues to which the people participate imaginarily.

According to the definition given by J. Habermas, the electronic networks belong to the public
sphere; “We qualify as public certain events when they are accessible to every body, in opposition to the

closed groups, as we talk about public places or public buildings” (2).

The existential space

Christian Norberg Schultz defines “the spatiality as space of living where each and every thing has

its place and where all of these places concur for the creation of a global context, allowing life to happen”

(3).

Schultz’s theory about the architectural space as existential space is based on the fact that this has
to be understood as a necessary image for the existence of the man in the world. The man has to have a
place of his own to leave and go back to permanently, and the other places are a continuation of the own
existential space. C.N. Schultz defines the space of the man’s existence as a stable system of perceptions

and images about the environment.

The study of the architectural space structure supposes the knowledge of the relations bringing
order within the space, such as vicinity, succession or separation, as well as the study of the towns,

buildings.

The places have genius loci features- which determine the image about that place of the majority of

the people that belong to the place; it is the general atmosphere of the space in which the man is living.



The features of a space are functions depending on time and changing the aspect of the place. A big city

has pronounced features (4).

Different spaces

The world is perceived by people as a “network connecting dots and building a labyrinth” for Michael
Focault in “Different spaces” and the space is a sum of location relations, defined by vicinity relations

between dots or elements.

“The space we live in, to which we are drawn, where the erosion of life, time and history take place, this
space is a heterogeneous space in itself. In other words, we do not live in some kind of void, within which
individuals and places might be found. We do not live within a void colored by different colors and lights;
we live within relations defining irreducible locations that cannot be interchanged.” (6).

The spaces, which are in relation with all the others, contradicting them at the same time are,
according to Foucault, utopian, locations without a real location and then the real locations are some sort
of inversed locations, that is, different places named heterotopias by Foucault. In his text, we take part to
a journey that he describes, by the spaces he goes through, spaces that have no connection whatsoever to

the power.

We are witnesses to a process of penetration and circulation of the public space towards the private
one, concretized in the family relations, vicinity relations, etc. Therefore, the public space becomes

complex, a lot larger, with extended functions and fragmented.

The public space has several features, being an intersection of interests and disputes. It is an
accessible space for image and symbol. Also, it is used for advertising, trading, there is a hierarchy, it is
dense (the big neighborhoods that have suffered a thickening of the buildings, therefore a reduction of the

public space).

The public space is bordered and infinite at the same time. The public space is the place we come to



meet the others, coming from the private space.

It is the power that organizes the public space, organizes and orders our lives, expressing them
through architecture. It tends to mark the architectural space, transforming it into the scene offered to
society. The public space is, as Foucault said, “the eye of the power”. Visibility space where, at the same
time, the power unfolds itself architecturally dramatizing itself, but it also makes us visible, in order to

supervise and codify us, in order to shape our behaviors transcendentally.

The public spaces of the cities are manifestation places, action spaces of the civil society, granting
anonymity. They create the feeling of belonging to that space. The public space creates itself, generates
itself, manages itself, it is inhabited, photographed.

Study case, the centre of Ploiesti

Our towns have suffered great changes during the communist regime due to the political decision
and I shall study the town of Ploiesti, where the five architects in the Socolescu family lived and whose
activity is my field of research.

In the 19" century, the town of Ploiesti, just as almost all of the towns in Romania, suffered an
urbanization process, becoming a strong commercial and oil centre that developed rapidly. The growth of
the population created the need for commerce and implicitly of an outlet space for the products brought by
the peasants, traders or workmen selling among barns and shelters.

Numerous shops, workshops, fairs, inns for the workmen emerged. Therefore, Nicolae Socol(escu),
Romanian architect established in Ploiesti, who had studied architecture in Vienna in 1846, builds, among
others, hotels such as Europa, Victoria or Nita Pitis, Petre Buzila inns, as well as various shops and houses,
which were demolished or bombed during World War II.



Figure 1 Figure 2

The public space can expand or narrow (7).
The public space had to be pointed in the essential nodes, by placing the symbols that can change
the features of the space.

The need for a new function within the public space was felt since the beginning of the 20" century,
for the law court and the chosen place was the city market (Oborul), where the space was partially
occupied by shops.

Ploesti. Statuia Libertatel.

S

Figure 3 Figure 4
Therefore, the construction of the new Palace of Justice began (the current Palace of culture). The

new establishment, monumental building, built in a French neoclassic style by Toma T. Socolescu,



completely changed the architectural space existent in the centre of the town. If up to that point, the area
was packed with one story buildings, with narrow streets, the new headquarters of the judicial power was

a first step towards the systematization of the city.

“=Figure 5,6
As a consequence, in order to create a small square in front of the Palace of Justice and to widen
the perspective upon it, 19" century buildings were deallocated, including a section of the old town area.

The transition from the French neoclassic style of the Palace of Culture, horizontally organized,

massive, with huge windows, vertical platbands and a colonnade of piles flanking the entrance from the



boulevard, to the modern style of the Central Halls, superb building, built in the '30s of the last century by
the same architect (Socolescu), is made by the dominant vertical element, the clock tower. The

construction of the halls emerged with the need for a market in compliance with the time’s standards, for

a town developing rapidly.

Figure 7

The composition, formed by many architectonic volumes, with a vertical dominant element, the
clock tower and the cupola above the main hall, each of them treated separately, but beautifully
incorporated, the finishing in red, bricky and grey, blend with the modern technique of the concrete and

glass, leading to an unforgettable effect.

-

Figure 8

Unfortunately, Piata Halelor was closed on its left side by a p+7 block built during the 50s and the



60s, blocking the view to St. Ioan Cathedral.

Currently, edifices built during different stages coexist in the Piata Halelor.

In 1939, it was a unitary square, with a genius loci- where we had the Palace of Culture on the right
side, Halele Centrale in front, with a vertical dominant element, the clock tower and the cupola above the
main hall and on the side the gracious bell tower of St. Ioan church, whose fundamental stone was set in
1923 by Prince Carl II and partially finished in 1939. T. T. Socolescu (8) had framed the church’s plans,
but the war started and afterwards the background was not a favourable one any more, therefore the
building was never finished.

Figure 9

However, the communist power decided the intoxication (9) of the space by covering the bell tower
with a building, known by the inhabitants of Ploiesti as “7 floors”. Also, the power created its own symbol,
its “eye”, The Administrative Palace, which used to be the most important edifice until 1989. It is a
massive office building, dominating the centre, like in most of the towns that have lost their “old centre”,
but that is still "'modest” in comparison to the buildings in the civic centres of Satu Mare, Tulcea or
Bucharest.

The public space in front of the headquarters was extremely empty when there were no popular



meetings with the occasion of the “working visits”.

Between the three buildings there is a public place, a garden. Still close to the central square we
have the stadium, which was subsequently used by the communist power for propagandistic purposes, for

the celebration of the 23 August day, meetings, Cantarea Romaniei, etc.

The old centre of a city means memory, not just old buildings, a monument or a tourist attraction,
Unfortunately, The Ploiesti of today is a city that lacks memory, just like most of the Romanian cities,
because of the earthquakes in 1940, 1977, the World War II bombing, but especially because of the
communist regime and its urban reshaping plans, as old areas of the cities were demolished and replaced

with the monotonous neighborhood buildings of today.

The current civic centre of Ploiesti, unfolding on the Independence Boulevard (DN1), that drove the
development of the city towards the North- West, was built in the '30s; it has massive sidewalks and is
intensely circulated, it is formed by a sequence of “such spaces”, famous museums, memorial houses,
squares. On the left side of the square there are statues representing different personalities of the city and
the Statue of Liberty.

Figure 10

Should we take a look at the facades of the p+4 buildings, established during the communist era, at

least in the central zone, we can notice that, although they are old, they create a background for the



public space. Also, the centre of Ploiesti has trees planted on both sides of the boulevard, a space that
hides behind it the neuter facades of the old buildings. The green zone receives different functions

throughout the year: festivals, fairs, holiday trade.

The public space notion should be rethought. “The classic town disappears, the public space is
disfigured, the city rearranges. It becomes indistinguishable, chaotic, dirty, promiscuous. The town loses
its classic order and it “disappears”. It returns, actually, after a short historic parenthesis of triumph of the
symbolic, to the real, to an pre-antique archaic period, “oriental”, medieval, pre-Greek. Nevertheless,
maybe we are, more free, therefore, more alive. And life defies the rational geometries of the classic
power, the classic “custom” of an essential esthetic power, through which we were led and, more than
that, created, produced” (10). If the town used to be organized by the power, today it is the economic that

organizes the town of the 21° century.
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SCHIMBARI DE NUME DE STRAZI IN BUCURESTI
LA INCEPUTUL SECOLULUI XX
Drd. Alexandra TANTAREANU*

Rezumat: Studiul evolutiei nomenclaturii strazilor bucurestene evidentiaza interdisciplinaritatea temei
ce aduce in prim plan domeniile istoriei, geografiei si lingvisticii. Daca in perioada medievala si de
Inceput a modernitatii, toponimia urbana a strazilor respecta particularitatile zonelor de amplasament,
dovezi istorice confirma faptul ca aceste ratiuni s-au pierdut in timp conducdnd la o pierdere a
memoriei locurilor vechi si a specificului lor. Sfarsitul sec. XIX si inceputul sec. XX, cunoaste o
initiativa de orientare spre trecut prin omagierea personalitatilor romanesti prin nomenclatura strazilor

bucurestene, insa aceasta initiativa nu a avut rezultatul scontat.
Cuvinte cheie: Bucuresti, nomenclatura strazilor

Istoricul nomenclaturii strazilor unui oras este o tema complexa care reclama, deopotriva,
aportul specialistilor din domeniile istoriei, geografiei si lingvisticii*. in pofida acestei perspective
interdisciplinare, obiectivele celor trei domenii au sensibile diferente, inerente. Analizele lingvistilor,
care formeaza multe dintre lucrarile de gen, urmaresc sa determine cu limbaj si metode specifice
paradigmele si mecanismele care au dus la aparitia si evolutia toponimelor urbane, utilizand cu
precadere analize lexicale, semantice, stilistice. Din punct de vedere istoric, se urmareste evidentierea
evolutiei toponimice, prin dovezi documentare, cu scopul de a marca radacinile vechi ale unei
probleme de actualitate.

Daca pentru perioada medievala si inceputurile celei moderne, se cunoaste faptul ca denumirile
Julitelor” si ale ,podurilor” din Bucuresti s-au modificat in asociere cu caracteristici sau alte aspecte
relevante ale zonelor in care erau situate, indiferent de natura lor, in sensul de a putea fi usor
reperate, ulterior, pe masura extinderii orasului si a implementarii unor norme urbanistice, incepand
cu aplicarea in Tara Romaneasca a Regulamentului Organic in anul 1831, procesul de denumire a
capatat noi valente si a manifestat alte tendinte. Fie ca sensurile unora dintre noile nume au avut la

origine o ratiune care s-a pierdut cu timpul, devenind desueta, fie ca acestea au fost de la bun inceput



aleatorii, singura justificare fiind apartenenta la grupuri tematice, ele au pierdut ceea ce istoricul
Constantin C. Giurescu considera a fi ,valabil, evocator si sugestiv din patrimoniul trecutului”.

Din analiza toponimiei Bucurestilor, incepand cu secolul al XIX-lea, ceea ce se poate considera
ca produs al dezvoltarii si extinderii urbei, istoriografia a decelat grupe mari de teme din categoria
celor fara o semnificatie deosebita pentru trecut sau chiar lipsite total de sens, din mitologie,
astronomie, zoologie, geometrie, meteorologie etc. facand ratacite si mai greu de reconstituit
aspectele reprezentative de istorie locala. Modul autoritatilor de a concepe nomenclatura strazilor
precum si practica redenumirilor conjuncturale, dese si uneori nepotrivite, este considerata de catre
istorici una dintre racilele gospodaririi orasului.

La sfarsitul secolului XIX si inceputul secolului XX modernizarea urbanistica a capitalei se
producea in ritm accelerat, chiar daca nu intr-un mod unitar, iar nevoile edilitare monopolizau atentia
administratiei locale. Pe langa preocuparile pentru canalizarea si rectificarea cursului Dambovitei,
sistematizarea orasului si alinierea strazilor, iluminatul, crearea retelei de captare si distributie a apei
potabile, ,infrumusetarea si insanatosirea orasului” etc. problema asezarii nomenclaturii strazilor pe
criteriul relevantei istorice a ramas un subiect de mica importanta pentru activitatea Serviciului Tehnic
al primariei, el revenind in mai multe randuri in discutii ca un proiect de viitor.

In Darea de seama a Primariei orasului Bucuresti pentru intervalul dintre 1 septembrie 1878 si
1 septembrie 1879, Serviciul Tehnic avea atributiile principale impartite intre cele trei servicii ale sale:
salubritate publica, arhitectura si inginerie (sau pavaje). Desi documentul este de lunga intindere si
destul de detaliat, nu se mentioneaza in sarcina carui serviciu intra nomenclatura strazilor, ceea ce
lasa sa se inteleaga ca aceasta chestiune nu era indeajuns de relevanta pentru nevoile de moment ale
orasului. De altfel, problemele edilitare ale Bucurestiului de la acea vreme si resursele limitate pentru
rezolvarea lor rapida au exclus aceasta chestiune de pe lista prioritatilor ori chiar a activitatilor
curente.’ Lucrdrile de ,primd importantd” erau: ,rectificarea réului Dambovita, aducerea si
distributiunea de apa bung, infiintarea de canale subterane si cumparatoarea de piatra cioplita pentru
pavarea sistematicd a stradelor”.* Peste cativa ani, Darea de seama pentru intervalul 1880-1882 face
cunoscut inceputul preocuparii pentru ordonarea numelor de strazi: ,Comisiunea intocmita de d-v.
pentru nomenclatura stradelor si numerotarea orasului, se ocupa foarte serios de a rezolva aceasta
cestiune, care pentru un moment se pare a fi de mica importantd, insa comisiunea voind a da o

nomenclatura rationala si bazata pe istoria orasului Bucuresci a facut ca aceasta lucrare sa fie de



mare importantd si o datd terminatd suntem convinsi ca s facd onoare acelei comisiuni”>. Nu este

insa suficient de clar astazi care au fost circumstantele si motivatiile tuturor numirilor si redenumirilor
strazilor, dupa cum nu exista nici un nomenclator al acestora, creat in acest sens. Avem insa
cunostintd de un nomenclator al strézilor orasului, din anul 1890 si publicat in Monitorul Comunal®, cu
scopul de a grabi realizarea evaluarilor imobiliare in cazurile exproprierilor pentru cauza de utilitate
publica. Valorile fusesera calculate ca medii ale cifrelor precedente, pe fiecare strada si uneori pe
segmente de strazi.

In anul 1890 Serviciul de studii al Lucrarilor Tehnice avea in sarcind ,nomenclatura si
numerotarea proprietatilor” impreund cu planul general si cele speciale de aliniere’. In acest caz, prin
nomenclatura si numerotare se intelegea in primul rand comandarea si montarea tablelor in teren, a
,tablitelor de nomenclaturg”.®

Corespondenta oficiala privind redenumirile strazilor este o sursa directa de informatii relevante
privind locul pe care aceasta problema |-a avut in randul intereselor edilitare de la sfarsitul secolului al
XIX-lea. Aflam astfel, dintr-un document de la 1893, ca a revenit in atentie necesitatea remedierii
incoerentei si confuziilor din nomenclatura strazilor, printr-o comisie ,cu insarcinarea d'a da numire
stradelor din oras cari nu au inca pana in prezent nici o denumire si a schimba numirile celor cari sunt
improprii si nepotrivite”.®

Cateva documente din anul 1903, care se afla la Serviciul Municipiului Bucuresti al Arhivelor
Nationale, in fondul Primaria Municipiului Bucuresti, aduc lamuriri in plus privind schimbarea denumirii
pentru trei strazi si o piateta: strada Edgar Quinet din Noua, Jules Michelet din Dreapta, Stefan
Mihaileanu din Linistei si Piata August Treboniu Laurian din Lucaci. Ceea ce este interesant in aceste
documente (si motivul pentru care meritd sa fie cunoscute), este ca ele contin date privind
circumstantele in care s-au produs schimbarile si motivatia acestora.

Edgar Quinet si Jules Michelet, profesori la College de France, au fost in perioada
premergatoare revolutiei de la 1848 din Principatele Romane personalitatile care au insufletit
entuziasmul studentilor romani de la Paris, printre care C. A. Rosetti, Dumitru Bratianu si altii, care s-
au intors apoi in tard cu idei inaintate si cu avantul liberal radical.'® Lui Jules Michelet ii scria C.A.
Rosetti in 1863 urmatoarele: ,Tineri, pe bancile scolilor voastre libere noi am primit de la voi
« cuvantul vietii » ... Ne-ati dat, o spun, forta de a putea merge mai departe in mijlocule celor mai

mari intunecimi fird a desndddjdui si fard a rataci”*!. in anul 1903 la Paris s-a sarbatorit centenarul



nasterii lui Edgar Quinet si tot atunci diplomatul roman Trandafir Djuvara a tinut o conferinta la
Ateneul Roman cu tema: Edgar Quinet, filo-roméan. De altfel, initiativa redenumirii acelor strazi cu
numele celor doi filo-romani a fost a lui Trandafir Djuvara, dupd cum reiese clar din document. in
virtutea admiratiei si recunostintei pentru cauza celor doi scriitori francezi filoromani, precum si a
relatiei exceptionale de prietenie dintre ei, pastrarea memoriei lor prin denumire unor strazi este
vazut ca un omagiu ce trebuie adus simultan. ,,Nu se poate vobi de Quinet, fara a pomeni de Michelet
si vice-versa, atat au fost de legati, prin prietenie, acesti doi ilustrii scriitori francezi; in recunostinta
noastra ei sunt asemenea uniti, caci amandoi au scris doua lucrari considerabile asupra Romaniei si
asupra Romanilor, atragand ast-fel, mai mult ca ori care alti publicisti, atentiunea lumei politice si a
lumei culte asupra Principatelor dundrene, atat de nepastuite si atdt de nesocotite, mai inainte de
tratatul de la Paris din 1856”*2. In practicd, acest lucru nu s-a intdmplat, asa cum se intelege dintr-un
comentariu de corespondenta internd de pe contrapagina unei scrisori oficiale a Asociatiei Michelet
~Pour la Patrie”, cu sediul la Amiens, prin care transmitea recunostinta partii franceze pentru acest
gest de omagiere: ,Domnule Primar, Fiind ca aceasta scrisoare adresata Primariei din aprilie 1903 de
catre Asociatiunea Michelet « Pour la Patrie » prin care multumea de omagiu adus Frantei de Consiliul
comunal din Bucuresti, dand numele ilustrului istoric francez Michelet, unei strade din Capitala, nu a
fost comunicata Consiliului Comunal la timp, am onoarea a va ruga sa bine voiti a decide daca trebuie
a mai fi pastrata spre a fi acum supusa Consiliului, sau a se trece la actele privitoare la schimbarea
numelui stradei in cestiune. 25 martie 1905”. Rezolutia a fost: ,La acte!”3. In extrasul din discursul
sau de la Ateneul Roman Trandafir Djuvara mentiona: ,Consiliul Comunal din Bucuresti, in urma
propunerei mele, a admis sa se dea numele lui Edgar Quinet si a lui Michelet la doua din principalele
strade ale Capitalei; acest exemplu a fost urmat de Craiova si sper ca va fi urmat si de alte orase”.
Pana astazi, strada Edgar Quinet a mai fost rebotezata o data cu numele fizicianului francez Frederic
Joliot-Curie.

Cu numele lui Stefan Mih&ileanu, profesor universitar aroman'*, asasinat in anul 1900 de catre
un comitagiu bulgar®®, s-a redenumit strada Linistei, ,unde el a locuit si a fost asasinat, avand in
vedere lupta dusa de acest bun patriot pentru causa nationala in Macedonia, lupta pentru care a fost
omorat, considerand ca o datorie sa se eternizeze memoria acestui barbat, avand in vedere ca numele
de Liniste, ce poartd acea stradd, n’are nici o semnificare istoricd, ba chiar ast3-zi n’are sens”’®.

Adeziunea lui Stefan Mihdileanu la cauza romanilor din Macedonia s-a manifestat prin publicistica, la



revista ,Peninsula Balcanica”, devenind tinta unui atentat cu puternice implicatii politice, ceea ce i-a
atras ura popoarelor balcanice'’. Atentatul din anul 1900 a fost punctul culminant al unor tensiuni
interetnice si politice in Peninsula Balcanica, cu repercursiuni asupra fragilelor relatii diplomatice
romano-bulgare din perioada. Strada nu a mai suferit schimbari toponimice din acel moment.

La intersectia strazilor Matei Basarab si Logofatul Udriste'® se afld o piatetd denumitd in secolul
al XIX-lea Piata Lucaci, ea fiind situata la capatul strazii unde se gaseste si astazi biserica Lucaci, si
unde in anul 1903 s-a amplasat bustul carturarului ardelean August Treboniu Laurian, motiv de
schimbare a numelui locului. ,Consiliul, avand in vedere propunerea facuta de dl consilier Ionescu D.
M. de a se da numele de August Treboniu Laurian pietii Lucaci, unde s-a asezat bustul regretatului
Laurian, avand in vedere ca bustul a fost inaugurat si luat in primire de Primarie, care a si contribuit la
facerea unui grilaj in jurul lui, avand in vedere ca numele acestui distins barbat si bun roman merita
sa fie eternisat, decide in unanimitate ca piata pe care se afla asezat bustul sa poarte numele de
August Treboniu Laurian”®. August Treboniu Laurian a fost profesor si publicist, a predat la colegiul
Sf. Sava dupa anul 1840 si a editat periodicul , Instructiunea publica”. In anul 1848 a participat la
revolutia din Transilvania impreund cu Simion Barnutiu si Alexandru Papiu Ilarian®,

Nomenclatura strazilor bucurestene din timpul administratiei moderne a fost caracterizata de

sociologul Vintild M. Mihdilescu drept ,dispretuitoare de timp si de loc”*

si se interpreteaza ca fiind
astfel o pierdere a memoriei locurilor vechi si a specificului lor, a acestui tip de evocare istorica. Dintre
grupele tematice reprezentate prin nume, omagierea personalitatilor roméane sau strdaine a fost
recursul edililor orasului in cadrul unei initiative principiale de orientare spre trecut, la sfarsitul
secolului al XIX-lea si inceputul secolului XX. Planul nu a avut un concept unitar si nici nu a fost pus in
practica cu perseverenta, iar redenumirile conjuncturale si dese doar au intrat in contradictie cu insusi

substratul intentiei.

Note

* Institutul National al Patrimoniului, Bucuresti
! Adrian Rezeanu, Toponimie bucuresteana, Academia Romana, Fundatia Nationala pentru Stiinta si Arta,
Bucuresti, 2003, p. 8.

2 Constantin C. Giurescu, Problema nomenclaturii strazilor din Bucuresti, in ,Bucuresti. Materiale de Istorie si
Muzeografie”, VIII, 1971, p. 245.



3 Darea de seama asupra Administratiunei Comunale a orasului Bucuresci pentru timpul de la 1

septembrie 1878 péna la 1 septembrie 1879, citita Consiliului Comunal la deschiderea sesiunii ordinare a anului
1879 de catre Primarul capitalei D. Cariagdi, Bucuresti, Tipografia ,Centru”, 1879.

4 Ibidem, p. 3.

> Darea de seama asupra Administratiunei Comunale a orasului Bucuresci pentru timpul de la 1
septembrie 1880 péna la 1 ianuarie 1882, Bucuresti, 1882, p. 98.

6 Monitorul Comunal al Primariei Bucuresti, an XV, nr.11, 25 martie 1890, p. 139-146.

7 Darea de seama a Administratiei Comunei Bucuresci pe timpul de la 1 ianuarie 1889 péna la 1 ianuarie
1890, presentata de Primar Consiliului Comunal in sedinta din 23 februarie 1890, Bucuresti, Tipografia ,,Carol
Gobl”, 1890, p. 51.

8 Ibidem, p. 59.

o Arhivele Nationale, Serviciul Municipiului Bucuresti, fond PMB, dos. 88/1893, fila 4.

10 Dan Berindei, Romanii si Europa in perioadele premoderna si modernd, Ed. Enciclopedica, Bucuresti,
1997, p. 146-147.

1 Ibidem, p. 147.

12 Trandafir Djuvara, Edgar Quinet filo-romén, Conferint rostitd la Ateneul Romén din Bucuresci, la 20
februarie 1903, Institutul de Arte Grafice ,Eminescu”, 1903, p. 14-15.

13 Arhivele Nationale, Serviciul Municipiului Bucuresti, fond PMB, dos. 221/1903, fila 8.

14 Lucian Predescu, Enciclopedia ,Cugetarea”, Ed. Cugetarea-Georgescu Delafras, Bucuresti, 1940, p.547;
Stefan Mihaileanu era nascut la Ochrida in Macedonia, in anul 1859.

15 Ibidem, p. 547.

16 Arhivele Nationale, Serviciul Municipiului Bucuresti, fond PMB, dos. 221/1903, fila 30.

17 Lucian Predescu, op.cit., p. 547.

18 Numele vechi era Lucaci.

19 Arhivele Nationale, Serviciul Municipiului Bucuresti, fond PMB, dos. 221/1903, fila 30.

20 Lucian Predescu, op.cit., p. 478.

21 Vintila M. Mihailescu, Bucurestii din punct de vedere antropogeografic si etnografic (Cu o hartad), in ,,Anuar
de Geografie si Antropogeografie”, bucuresti, 1915, p. 145-225.



CHANGING THE STREET NAMES IN BUCHAREST AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 20™
CENTURY
PhDc. Alexandra TANTAREANU*

Abstract: Street toponymy is an interdisciplinary issue addressed by historians, geographers
and linguists. If during the Middle Ages and on the eve of the modern age, the streets are
named to match the specific features of the areas they lie on, later, this approach changes,
entailing the loss of the old places’ peculiarities. The late 19" century and early 20" century
interval marks an attempt of evoking the past by naming the streets of Bucharest after the

names of prominent figures,; however, this initiative does not have the expected outcome.
Key words: Bucharest, street toponymy

Street toponymy is a complex issue addressed by historians, geographers and linguists?.
Despite this interdisciplinary perspective, slight differences are noticed between these three fields.
Linguists aim at identifying the toponymy paradigms and mechanisms through lexical, semantic and
stylistic analyses. Historians aim at conducting a documented research on toponymy in order to
address the “roots” of a present-day issue.

If during the Middle Ages and on the eve of the modern age the names of the streets and
bridges from Bucharest are changed in order to be better traced, later, upon the implementation of
the Organic Regulations in Wallachia, in 1893, this process gains hew meanings. Either the reason for
changing the street names does not stand anymore, or the new names are randomly chosen, they are
no longer “actual, telling and suggestive”, as Constantin C. Giurescu, historian, says.?

At the end of the 19" century and the beginning of the 20" century, the improvement
process develops at a rapid pace, yet not in a unitary manner. The public administration bodies focus
on the sewerage system, street lightening, water system and “town embellishment”, minimizing the

importance of history based-street toponymy change, this remaining a future project.



According to the Mayor’s report for the 1 September 1878 - 1 September 1879 interval,
the main responsibilities of the Technical Department’s staff cover three fields: public health,
architecture and engineering (or paving). Although a lengthy deed, it does not read which department
deals with street toponymy, which means that this is that an important issue for the authorities at
that moment. In fact, the then priorities do not include street toponymy, having in view that
Bucharest is facing some issues and the authorities have limited resources to solve them?. The “main
priorities” are: water supplies, building underground channels and buying freestone for street

pavement”

. The 1880 - 1882 report reflects a slight interest for street numbering: “"The Commission
is addressing very seriously this apparently unimportant issue; however, the Commission, wishing to
develop a history-based toponymy makes this deed highly important and once completed, it will
surely honour the Commission”.

However, we are not very well aware of the circumstances and reasons for naming and
renaming the streets since no street list is drawn up in this respect. Nevertheless, we have in view the
1890 list published in the Communal Gazette® for real estate appraisal in case of eminent domain.

In 1890, the Technical Department deals with the “estate listing and numbering”, along
with the general plan and the special alignment plans’. This results in ordering and installing the
street plates.®

The official correspondence on street toponymy changes is a direct source of information.
Therefore, an 1893 deed reveals the authorities’ concern to “name and change the improper names of
the streets”.’

A few deeds from 1903 preserved within the National Archives Service address the
change of the names of three streets and a square: Edgar Quinet Street (former name - the New
Street), Jules Michelet Street (former name - Right Street), Stefan Mihaileanu Street (former name -
Silence Street) and August Treboniu Lautian Square (former Lucaci Square).

During the pre-1848 revolution period, Edgar Quinet and Jules Michelet, professors at
College de France, are the prominent figures who inspire the Romanian students in Paris, such as
C.A.Rosetti, Dumitru Bratianu and the like'°. In 1863, C.A. Rosetti writes to Jules Michelet: “Studying
in your country, we have received the “word of life”... you have given us the strength to discover the
darkest places without being afraid of getting lost”*'. The year 1903 marks the celebration of 100

years from the birth of Edgar Quinet. On this occasion, the Romanian diplomat Trandafir Djuvara



holds a conference at the Romanian Athenaeum entitled Edgar Quinet, philo-Romanian. In fact, it is
his idea to rename the two streets after those two prominent figures. It is a sign of appreciation and
gratitude for the two French writers. "One cannot speak about Quinet without mentioning Michelet as
well; they are bound by a beautiful friendship. Both of them address Romania and the Romanian
people in their papers”*?. In his speech, Djuvara states: “The members of the Communal Council of
Bucharest approve my proposal to name two main streets of Bucharest after the two famous French
writers, Edgar Quinet and Jules Michelet; this example is followed by Craiova and hopefully by other
towns, in the future”. So far, Edgar Quinet Street has been renamed after the French physicist,
Frederic Joliot-Curie'?.

Silence Street is named after the Macedonian Professor PhD, Stefan Mihaileanu®?,

murdered in 1900 by a Bulgarian®®. It is the street where “he lived and was murdered”*®.

He fights for the Macedonian people’s rights; in this respect, he publishes articles in
“Peninsula Balcanicd” journal, therefore becoming the target of a political conspiracy'’. The 1900
attack is the result of inter-ethnical and political tensions within the Balkan Peninsula, affecting the
fragile diplomatic relations between Romania and Bulgaria. From this moment, no other toponymy
changes have been made. At the junction of Matei Basarab and Logofatul Udriste streets®® lies
Lucaci Square. It is located at the end of the street which presently hosts the bust of August Treboniu
Laurian, built in 1903. “Taking into account the proposal of counsellor Ionescu D.M. to name Lucaci
Square after the Transylvanian scholar August Treboniu Laurian, the council members unanimously
decide that the square hosting Laurian’s busr bear his name'®. Professor and journalist, August
Treboniu Laurian teaches at Sf. Sava College after 1940 and publishes “Instructiunea publica”. In
1848, he participates in the revolution from Transylvania, together with Simion Barnutiu and
Alexandru Papiu Ilarian®®.

Street toponymy in modern age is characterized by sociologist Vintila M. Mihailescu as

n21

“defying the time and place”*", which translates in the lost of the traditional values.
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o INTRARILE IN ORASE.
INTALNIRE DE GRADUL TREI: ORAS, DRUM, PEISA]

Lector univ. drd. arh. Tiberiu DAVID*

Rezumat: Avand in vedere potentialul funciar, functional si publicitar, intrarile in orase se afla la
confluenta diferitelor interese economice, politice si prefesionale, proiectele urbanistico- teritoriale
Imbindnd cele trei categorii si vizdnd solutionarea problemelor referitoare la infrastructura, siguranta
rutiera, peisaj, adecvare economicd, imagine identitara a orasului etc. Lucrarea de fata atrage atentia
asupra intrarilor rutiere in oras, in prezent aflate sub apanajul mediului vizual mediocru si confuz, desi
spatii bine definite administrativ. Intrarile in oras necesita o mai buna definire prin elaborarea de scenarii
de amenajare, pentru a depasi aprecierea actuala de "vitrind degradata”.

Cuvinte cheie: intrarile in orase, drum, infrastructura, politica urband, peisaj, scenarii de amenajare

Motto: Orasul este corolarul arterei de circulatie....exista trasee de circulatie care-l creeaza si trasee pe
care le creeaza

Introducere

Intrarile in Orase (IO) au evoluat continuu de-a lungul istoriei, atadt ca pozitie in spatiu, cat si ca
semnificatie. Orasul ca organism viu produce noi intrari (in timp si spatiu); intrarile la randul lor provoaca
schimbari in structura si configuratia orasului. Acest proces de interactiune devine tot mai accelerat si
evident, atat pentru beneficiarii principali (locuitorii orasului), cat si pentru vizitatori.

In vremurile noastre, cand intelegerea si stabilirea valorilor umane trec printr-o perioada confuza,
importanta IO in viata orasului si in teritoriul in care este implantat reprezinta o prioritate in tratarea
mediului inconjurator. Intelegerea fenomenelor complexe de dezvoltare teritoriala si interactiunile actorilor
de pe scena peisajului inconjurator, necesita o abordare stiintifica, legislativa si sinteza urbanistico-
teritorialda a proiectelor elaborate in aceasta sfera.

~Profesionalismul, este necesar nu numai din partea proiectantilor, ci si din partea institutiilor/organelor
de aprobare. In orice proiect urbanistico-teritorial interesele principale, care reprezintda motorul proiectului,
sunt cele economice, politice si profesionale.

Un proiect bun de amenajare 10 va fi acela care reuseste sa dozeze si sa imbine in mod optim aceste
trei interese.

Masura calitatii arhitecturale si urbane a proiectului va fi data de integrarea sa intr-o strategie de
dezvoltare a intregii localitati si a retelei de localitati in care se inscrie.



Pe masura ce orasele se extind in teritoriu, este tot mai mare cererea de spatii de recreere - zone verzi,
naturale sau nou create. Totodata, amenajarile comerciale si retelele de infrastructura necesita din ce in ce
mai mult spatiu.

Documentele europene® si programele de cercetare in domeniul amenajarii teritoriului si urbanismului
releva multiplele valente ale 10, care trebuie sa raspunda asteptarilor utilizatorilor, in ceea ce priveste
circulatia, imaginea si nu in ultimul rand anuntarea (favorizarea) identitatii orasului. IO reprezinta locul
emblematic de unde incepe identitatea orasului.

2

....0 scurta privire istorica

Daca orasele antichitatii nu ne mai pot furniza exemple prea multe, in schimb orasele europene de
sorginte medievala pastreaza si azi - daca nu portile de intrare propriu-zise, cel putin amprenta acestora.
Nu trebue sa mergem prea departe de Bucuresti ca sa gasim zeci de exemple in Transilvania: Brasov,
Sibiu, Alba Iulia, Sighisoara, Cluj, Arad etc. Dupa cum spune Spiro Kostof , orasul pre-industrial tipic
(default city) a fost definit prin intrarile lui. Directia de deplasare era dictatda de considerente
economice/politice/teritoriale, dar drumul propriu zis era stabilit de deplasarea ,magarului” pe teren, in
functie de conditiile geo-topografice. Pe firul drumului au aparut asezarile cu functiunile lor utile, insirate
ca ,zahar cristal Candel pe o sfoara” (Figura nr.1).

Figura nr.1

Ulterior a aparut necesitatea fireasca de a proteja ,zaharul Candel” si astfel au fost create zidurile,
santurile si podurile care le inconjoara, incaleca, iar in ziduri — portile de intrare.
Marturie stau IO ale oraselor medievale, cu locul lor bine definit la intersectia dintre drumul de acces
cu zidul de aparare. Zidurile fiecarui oras aveau specificul lor, iar daca deasupra portii de intrare era si
emblema orasului®, orasul era personalizat, localizat.



Cand cu trecerea timpului, zidurile devin stramte si orasul iese in afara zidurilor, procesul ,zahar
cristal Candel insirat pe o sfoard” se reia din noua, dar de data asta la o alta scara. IO trebuie sa-si caute
noi locuri si noi identitati, traversand targurile, periferia, zona periurbana, desfasurandu-se mereu pentru
a lega orasul de teritoriul inconjurator.

Odat3 cu cvasi-generalizarea procesului de dispersie urbang®, numarul I0 se multiplicad si odatd cu
aceasta sporeste necesitatea de a adecva IO la functiunile, necesitatile si identitatea oraselor respective.

.....Sstabilirea locul contactului

La o clasificare sumara, vom
identifica IO pietonale, rutiere,
feroviare, navale aeriene si chiar
subterane. In cele ce urmeaza ne
vom ocupa in principal de accesele
rutiere in orase (IOR), care la randul
lor se impart 1In principale,
secundare, locale - fiecare dintre
acestea avand specificul sau.

Pentru a Iintelege si/sau a
stabili locul in care drumul intdlneste
orasul vom face referire la nevoia
ontologica a omului de a se delimita
si proteja. Dupa zidurile si santurile
medievale, epoca moderna a cautat
s& instituie ,centuri verzi” si s3
creeze artere ocolitoare sau centuri
de autostrazi. Istoria se repeta: daca
centura devine neincapatoare, se
construieste o a doua®. Inseamna
oare ca, daca am trecut de aceste
limite, am intrat in oras?

IOR este strans legata si de
nasterea si modul de dezvoltare a
orasului, de trecutul si de prezentul
lui. IO istorice prezinta o structura
morfologic diferita fata de cea a
oraselor/localitatilor proiectate si concepute intr-un plan de amenajare teritoriala.

Sistemul de transport si de circulatie (precum si multe alte sisteme) ale acestor orase/comunitati
(neighborhoods) sunt total diferite de cele istorice. Schimband sistemul de circulatie se schimba radical si
IOR. IO devine mult mai controlabil mult mai adecvat la necesitatile orasului respectiv.

Din scenariile de mai jos (schita 1) reiese dependenta orasului istoric de teritoriu, de dezvoltarea
regionala. Actiuni/efecte exercitate in ambele sensuri, precum si relativa independenta a
oraselor/localitatilor proiectate in cadrul unui proiect de amenajare teritoriala bine gandita.

. DERVOUTAREA CRASELOR.

SCMTTA Ne. 4



Apropiindu-ne de oras pe un drum public, peisajul se schimba: casele de tip rural sunt urmate de
case mai mari, apar alte functiuni, diferitele servicii (depozite, industrii etc.) aduna un numar tot mai mare
de persoane, aglomeratia devine tot mai mare. Aceste schimbari de peisaj se extind si in addncimea
spatiului inconjurator. In acelasi timp, profilul drumului se largeste si apar centre comerciale, platforme
industriale, centre logistice, locatii de agrement si sosializare. Aceste schimbari se percep cu toate (5)
simturi ale omului: gaze de esapament, claxoane de masini, gropi in carosabil, palpaitul semafoarelor etc.

Iatda cd am intrat in oras! Pe parcurs mijloacele auto se confrunta cu numeroase probleme de
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SCMITA Ne. 2

circulatie si in general, accidentele de
circulatie sunt mai numeroase ca in alte zone
si au legatura cu inmultirea conflictelor de
trafic in axele de acces din drumul principal la
diferite functiuni.

Orice activitate a omului (J.M. Levy)
genereaza niste vectori de fortd. Vectori exista
numai unde sunt oameni a caror activitate
genereaza fortele vectoriale.

Daca ne vom referi la vectorii de forta ai
activitatilor umane (utilizati de J.M. Levy),
caracterizati prin origine, directii, marime si
intensitati, vom observa cd, pe masura
apropierii de oras, vectorii activitatilor umane
se multiplica, se intensifica, se incruciseaza.
(schita 2)

Pentru uzul simplificat al analizelor
urbanistice, se folosesc, n multe ocazii,
evaluari si modele matematice bazate pe
vectori de forta.

In functie de densitatea lor intr-un timp

si spatiu dat, acesti vectori definesc o structura. Structura in functie de marime si dispunerea geometrica
precum si legaturile intre ele definesc de fapt micro sau macrostructurile urbane.

Marimea vectorilor, dispunerea in timp si spatiu a acestora pot defini micro sau macro structuri
urbane. J.M. Levy (2003) a exprimat aceste structuri urbane in modele grafice vectoriale, pe care le-a
transpus in modele matematice simple ce pot fi simulate pe calculator.

Astfel, schema de forte vectoriale a unui sistem urban G are urmatoarea forma ( schita 3).



legate de simturi, trairi, etc.

si se exprima prin urmatoarea ecuatie:
Gn = 3S1 (A1+En) + =S2 (A2+Ek) + =S3
(A3+Ej) + ...... 2Sn(Avn+Evn)

G i
| /‘L\* Jla X A‘\ Dupa cum se vede, mai multi vectori

genereaza o linie directoare (cu tot pachetul
sau de caracteristici). Prin mai multe linii
—| Cn

directoare se obtin fluxuri (de asemeni, cu
caracteristicile lor), iar din mai multe fluxuri
se obtine linia de forta G. (Schita nr. 3).

Se observa ca, in prezent, IOR nu este
un loc punctual, chiar daca acesta este bine
definit din punct de vedere administrativ. Cel
mai adesea locul nu este vizibil celui care
intra in oras, iar acolo unde este anuntata
limita orasului avem de-a face cu un mediu
vizual mediocru si confuz. IOR este un spatiu
de parcurs avand cel putin patru dimensiuni,
fara sa tinem seama de perceptiile umane

Timpul nu este un factor definit dat in ecuatie. Parcurgerea spatiului se poate efectua la viteze
diferite. Cu cat timpul de parcurs se mareste, perceptiile umane devin mai ample, mai precise, spatiul se
»dilata”, devine mai adanc. Trairile celui care parcurge drumul devin mai intense, atitudinea constienta

(sau subconstientd) devine mai pregnanta.

“Orasul-mama” nu este totdeauna stapanul
destinului intrarii/extremitatii sale. Aceasta se
situeaza de obicei, In intregime sau partial, pe
teritoriul comunelor limitrofe. De asemenea
“orasul-mama” nu are decat partial competenta de
a interveni. Mai mult, comunele vecine nu au
neaparat aceleagi preocupari pentru amenajarea
teritoriului lor. In IO investesc numerosi agenti
economici (mari distribuitori comerciali, industrii si
activitati, promotori si lotizatori, grupuri si
persoane), care se instaleaza aici pentru a beneficia
de numeroasele avantaje, in primul rand de ordin
funciar, deoarece aici se afla vaste terenuri
construibile la preturi net inferioare celor din
sectoarele urbane, de ordin functional, deoarece
beneficiaza de o deservire foarte buna si de ordin
publicitar, deoarece aceste situri corespund
“efectului de vitrind” care este cautat de toti acesti
investitori.



Vorbind de locul I0 vorbim de un teritoriu de parcurs intr-o directia sau alta. Dar dincolo de aceasta,
de mai mare importanta este rolul I0 de a gazdui un mediu important pentru oras, cu diferite functiuni
majore: locuire, activitati (industrie, comert, logistica...), agrement, distractie, peisaj natural etc. Aceste
functiuni sunt de fapt elementele componente - ,actorii principali” ai spectacolului oferit de IOR. Justa
dozare a acestora, corecta dispunere a lor in spatiu, definesc caracterul IOR. Corelarea in teritoriu a
peisajului natural cu mediul artificial, imbinarea optima a zonelor rurale cu teritoriul urban. Astfel rezolvat
IO devine obiectul strategic principal in compunerea calitatii peisajului (Schita nr. 4).

IOR este perceputa diferit de categoriile de utilizatori (pieton, ciclist, automobilist) si de interesul lor de
moment, care necesitda moduri de deplasare diversificate:
- ca loc de trecere spre o destinatie, conducand masina personala,
- ca un loc necesar pentru facut cumparaturi,
- ca un loc de trai, de activitati si de distractie.

Perceptia dinamica a automobilistului este un peisaj global, cu privirea mai mult in axul caii rutiere
decat spre zonele laterale, tinde sa stearga detaliile cu cat viteza este mai mare; in acest din urma caz,
sau cand pasul arborilor este prea apropiat, acestia constituie un obstacol pentru vedere. Riveranul sau
pietonul, care pot vedea detaliile si aprecia volumetria elementelor care compun peisajul, au o perceptie
statica.

O amenajare corecta va trebui sa impace aceste doua abordari astfel ca nici un utilizator sa nu mai
fie supus agresiunilor vizuale, zgomotului, stresului legat de viteza si nesiguranta rutiera, conflictele
folosintelor.

IOR exercita multiple efecte asupra oamenilor care intra in contact cu ele, odata cu traversarea in
timp si spatiu a unui teritoriu menit sa anunte apropierea de oras. Impresiile sunt diferite in functie de
directia, viteza si mijlocul de locomotie cu care se face traversarea. Intervalul parcurs este pregatirea
pentru ceea ce il asteapta pe calator ,in viitor” in oras; pentru cel care pleaca IOR este ,trecutul” alcatuit
din impresiile orasului parasit.

....intdlnirea

In Romania asistam in ultimele decenii la un “exod” al diferitelor functiuni urbane -mai ales
industriale- catre marginile orasului sau chiar catre teritoriile extravilane. Tendinta stramutarii functiunilor
(“exodul” functiunilor ar putea fi un subiect de studiu separat) isi are explicatia in necesitatile acestor
functiuni in ceea ce priveste transportul, circulatia, dispunerile spatiale, conditiile de mediu si nu in ultimul
rand factorul economico-politic.

Modul de amplasare a cladirilor, marimea si pozitia acestora, precum si plastica arhitecturala
specifica a acestor tipuri de constructii schimba peisajul existent si compune un peisaj nou cu regulile si
canoanele noi ale omului de azi. Peisajul I0 in Romania (si nu numai) este marcat astfel de modul de viata
al omului de azi. Concentrarea comerciala excesiva raspunde unei anumite dorinte de “distractie”,
“cumpararea” a devenit o distractie (chiar daca nu se finalizeaza cu un act de vanzare-cumparare).



Mallurile uriase atrag mii de oameni cu spectacolul bogatiei marfurilor, varietatea produselor,
designul frumos al obiectelor expuse, jocuri de lumini, explozia culorilor. Acest spectacol vizual este
supralicitat de spectacol auditiv al diferitelor muzici adecvate feluritelor magazine. Nu lipseste nici
gastronomia: food courtul ofera o mare varietate de placeri culinare la orice ora din zi si pentru orice
buzunar! Mai mult, acest “sanctuar” al petrecerii timpului liber a omului de astazi gazduieste adesea in
interiorul sau si “distractia clasica” - sali de spectacole, cinematografe etc.

S-a nascut astfel “peisajul interior” (figura nr.2), care atrage fluxuri mari de circulatie dinspre si
spre oras, suprafete uriase de parcari, panouri de informare, publicitare, indicatori de circulatie...Toate
acestea, la randul lor, determina mari lucrari de infrastructura — drumuri, pasaje denivelate, parcari etc.

Viziunea care prezideaza in prezent la definirea spatiilor aferente intrarilor in orase este in principal
cea rutiera. Or, aceasta nu acopera intreaga realitate. In timp ce intrarile in orase de-a lungul istoriei
marcau trecerea de la sat la oras, in prezent ele se dezvolta in concurenta directda cu orasul. In timp ce
este indeobste recunoscuta necesitatea conservarii si valorificarii patrimoniului construit al oraselor (fie ca
este vorba de zonele istorice, de marile ansambluri de blocuri de Icouinte sau de recalificarea zonelor
industriale), noile amenajari realizate de-alungul I0 - care vor fi patrimoniul construit ldsat generatiilor
viitoare - ar trebui sa faca obiectul unor documentatii si recomandari urbanistice- arhitecturale solide.

Acestea din urma modifica in mod esential I0: peisajul natural se retrage, se indeparteaza de oras;
locul lui este luat de peisajul artificial care se interpune intre oras si teritoriul inconjurator. Asta este locul
unde omul se simte si se comporta ca in oras, insa nu a ajuns inca in oras, dar deja nu mai este nici la
“tara”, el este in 10. Acesta este locul in care modul de viata rural se intalneste cu cel urban.

\qmﬁ{? — Bl I (figura nr.2)

.....intrarea in oras - un
spatiu care necesita o
definire mai buna

Pentru moment,
investitorii  sunt atrasi de
accesibilitate, terenurile mai
ieftine, fiscalitatea mai redusa3,
constrangerile arhitecturale si
urbanistice mai putine si de
efectul “vitrind”. Implantarea
activitatilor si amenajarilor in
zonele IO se realizeazi in
majoritatea cazurilor treptat,
fara a se conforma unei
conceptii de ansamblu.
Absenta unui partiu coerent
de amenajare creeaza de
obicei un spatiu in care
obiectele se acumuleaza, se
impun treptat dupa o logica
economica individuala, fara




nici o preocupare pentru armonie si functionalitate optima. In afara unor intdmplari fericite, ea poate duce
mai curand la devalorizarea, deteriorarea peisajului.

Drumul de acces devine ,emblema conflictului”. Acesta este perceput de investitori ca suport al
dezvoltarii, cu neglijarea calitatii sale de infrastructura importanta de transport. Logica unei axe de
circulatie care trebuie sa permita un trafic in cele mai bune conditii de siguranta se opune adesea notiunii
de amenajare (plantatii, transport in comun, amenajari transversale...). Din acest moment, devine
primordiald o abordare care sa permita integrarea drumului cu imprejurimile sale. Participantii la trafic
percep drumul ca un peisaj autorutier poluat.

Intr-un cuvant, se constata ca IO devine “o vitrind degradata”!

Degradarea peisajului intrarilor in orase conduce la necesitatea ca autoritatile publice sa intervina in
controlul procesului de urbanizare a acestor zone, pentru a asigura locuitorilor, fara discriminare, conditii
de habitat, munca, servicii si transporturi care sa corespunda diversitatii necesitatilor si resurselor
acestora.

Masura calitatii arhitecturale si urbane a proiectului va fi data de integrarea sa intr-o strategie de
dezvoltare a intregii localitati si a retelei de localitati in care se inscrie. Peisajul ca percepere primordiala a
mediului de catre om va sta intotdeauna in centrul atentiei proiectantului. Atat proiectele de ansamblu, cat
si cele pe obiective au ca scop, in primul rand, crearea unor peisaje, care sa raspunda pertinent
functiunilor atribuite.

Organizarea fiecarui spatiu verde trebuie sa satisfaca dezideratele functionale ale programului si sa
asigure concordanta organizarii cu functiile prin aranjamentul rational al partilor componente, alegerea si
dispunerea logica a dotarilor.

Scopul unei amenajari corecte se poate rezuma astfel (schita 5):
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Amenajarea intrarilor in orase trebuie sa raspunda unui numar de criterii.

1. Imbunatatirea si modernizarea continua a infrastructurii cdilor rutiere constituie factorul
primordial pentru siguranta rutiera, alaturi de educatia conducatorilor de auto, fara de care niciodata
traficul rutier nu va putea fi la nivelul cerintelor europene. Aceasta include:

e peisajul, care vine in ajutorul circulatiei; de exemplu, in proiectarea spatiilor verzi ale drumului
se au in vedere o serie de cerinte, depinzand de importanta strazii:

e protejarea circulatiei pietonale fata de cea carosabild;
e fluenta fluxului pietonal si a celui carosabil;

e accesul bun la imobile si curti, la trecerile de pietoni si la statiile mijloacelor de transport in
comun;

e subdivizarea traficului (pietoni, piste ciclabile, mai multe piste carosabile).

Acestor functiuni, care deriva mai ales din parametrii constructivi ai strazii, li se adauga cele revenind
direct vegetatiei: functii ecologice (amenajarea microclimatului local si diminuarea poluarii atmosferei),
precum si functia estetica, de armonizare a arhitecturilor diferite ale cladirilor, de creere a unor efecte
arhitecturale prin volumetria plantatiilor s.a.

2. Imbunatatirea sigurantei rutiere (dpdv. peisagera) pe parcursul intrarilor in orase avand in
vedere:

e Ameliorarea lizibilitatii - tratarea si amplasarea coerenta a elementelor vor intari perceptia
urbana, iar amenajarile (vegetatie joasa) care insotesc traseul drumului si dirijeaza vederea sau
anunta un eveniment (intersectie) vor favoriza lizibilitatea.

e Moderarea vitezei se face prin evitarea liniaritatii, a vizibilitatii la mare departare, a largimii
drumului (mentinand totusi o capacitate suficientd) si a spatiilor laterale, deoarece toate acestea
invitd la marirea vitezei ( de exemplu plantarea arborilor la un pas din ce in ce mai mic duce,
cand se ruleaza cu viteza constanta, la impresia de accelerare si, implicit la necesitatea de a
incetini). Imaginea ‘urbana’ a vegetatiei induce micsorarea vitezei.

e O buna vizibilitate trebuie sa fie asigurata, atat pentru drumul principal, cat si pentru cele care-|
intersecteaza, iar punctele de conflict trebuie degajate de orice obstacole.

e O buna reperare depinde in mare masura de semnalizare; poate fi obtinuta si prin vegetatie prin
varierea secventelor si crearea de evenimente originale in anumite puncte cheie; va trebui
evitata insa abundenta care creeaza confuzie.

3. Calitatea urbanistico- peisajera a 10 depinde de o serie de factori, printre care:

e Compozitia urbana: abilitatea arhitectilor/urbanistilor de a crea si de a combina spatiile impuse
prin tema de proiect, de a doza si de a dispune de ele in ambientul natural, astfel incat, in
ansamblul final peisajul artificial nou creat, sa ne incante prin frumusetea proportiilor si armonia
volumelor sale in totala concordanta cu peisajul natural in care a fost inplantat.

e 0 buna orientare in trafic, repere, puncte de interes;

e Spatii ordonate, amenajari corecte din punct de vedere functional si estetic(amplasarea
dezordonata a panourilor publicitare sau a arborilor dau o impresie de degradare si abandon);



e Peisaje de calitate, realizate prin conjugarea mai multor factori: calitatea materialelor, jocul
culorilor, puritatea formelor, o scara adecvata.

4. Favorizarea identificarii orasului trebuie sa constituie unul din obiectivele principale ale amenajarii
prin:
e Punerea in valoare a sitului; amenajarea valorizeaza situl daca creeaza o perceptie neobisnuita
sau deosebita a acestuia, care apoi ofera utilizatorului imagini agreabile, pozitive, care invita la o
noua deplasare; vegetatia este un ingredient indispensabil.
e Ameliorarea imaginii de marca: multe locuri, regiuni, orase au o imagine deosebitd (pozitiva
sau negativa, adevarata sau falsda), care poate fi corectatd prin amenajarea intrarii in oras
(uzine, mine, siderurgie, copaci seculari, industria vinului, artizanat etc. sunt elemente definitorii
pentru anumite orase). Sublinierea unui anumit specific: pentru atingerea acestui scop exista
multe metode, cele mai bune rezultate fiind obtinute prin folosirea vegetatiei.

5. Marcarea itinerariului este menita sa asigure o derulare coerenta prin trecerea de la mediul
natural la cel urban prin spatii cu caractere proprii care insa se leaga, decurg unele din altele. Sublinierea
ritmurilor, pentru evitarea monotoniei, prin alternarea spatiilor verzi cu cele publicitare, a celor deschise cu
cele oarecum inchise si crearea de repere adaptate la contextul local.

..... amenajarea intrarilor in orase - proiecte urbane complexe; actori
si instrumente

Importanta si complexitatea amenajarii intrarilor in orase este indeobste recunoscuta atat in tarile
europene’, cat si in SUA% Trdsdtura comund a acestor amenajari este abordarea lor intr-o tripld
perspectiva: ecologica, socio-comportamentala si normativa.

in afara definirii obiectivelor de amenajare a teritoriului, rolul autoritdtilor publice este de a
armoniza intereselor tuturor celor implicati, in functie de interesul general.

Deciziile luate de fiecare intervenient institutional nu trebuie sa fie conforme doar intereselor
sectorului propriu. Este vorba de angajarea unui dialog intre diferitele institutii si competente: beneficiarul
caii de comunicatie, colectivitatile locale riverane. Aceasta sinergie poate fi obtinuta prin coordonarea
diferitelor servicii tehnice.

Agentii economici intervin cu propriile logici de implantare, in functie de tipul de activitate, care
poate da nastere unui peisaj eterogen si confuz din punct de vedere al aspectului constructiilor si tratarii
spatiului inconjurator.

Consultarea utilizatorilor si locuitorilor reprezintda un factor de garantie a durabilitatii proiectului -
dialog public: proiectul expus la discutii/dezbateri publice.

Dialogul va permite gasirea unei configuratii a spatiului care sa impace necesitatile agentilor
economici (amplasare, vizibilitate, spatii de stationare si de depozitare) cu cele ale unui urbanism de
calitate care sunt croite pe necesitatile si gustul populatiei. Fara a intra in acest subiect foarte amplu
trebue sa mentionez importanta educatiei continue a populatiei si rolul esential al mass mediei in acest
domeniu.



O politica urbana de calitate necesita introducerea planului de urbanism zonal al spatiilor
limitrofe intrarilor in orase in planul general de urbanism si mai ales in PATZ care defineste strategia de
dezvoltare a aglomerarii.

Planul zonal va exprima o solutie de amenajare bazata pe doua abordari: cea a obiectivelor politice,
economice si sociale stabilite de autoritatea publica si cea a partiului de amenajare a spatiului care ia in
considerare constrangerile amplasamentului, nevoile actorilor implicati si necesitdtile de organizare si
gestiune urbana; acesta insumeaza tipul de ocupare a locurilor, transportul, intretinerea - deci perenitatea
proiectului.

Obtinerea unei reusite a proiectului necesita ca aceste doua abordari sa se desfasoare in acelasi
timp, printr-un schimb constant de informatii intre actorii politici, elaboratori de strategii, si cei
tehnici, elaboratori de scenarii de amenajare.

Printre studiile necesare in vederea intocmirii documentatiei prealabile amintim:
e Peisajul

IO devine locul in care amenajarea peisagistica are cea mai mare forta de exprimare. In acest context,
vegetatia, prin calitatile sale, introduce o punere in valoare si permite:
- ordonarea si structurarea unor spatii adesea incoerente,
- calmarea sau compensarea ambiantelor agresive,
- creerea de ritmuri,
- alternanta cu materialele industriale,
- ocuparea spatiilor prea vaste sau prost amenajate sau aflate in asteptarea unei operatiuni
viitoare (‘preinverzire’).

Se vor examina: elementele naturale (reteaua hidrografica, vegetatia), exploatarea terenului aferent
(traseuri de drumuri, culturi agricole, lotizare), structura si organizarea constructiilor si cailor de
comunicatie. Doar o cunoastere cuprinzatoare a tuturor caracteristicilor unui loc va permite elaborarea
unui proiect care sa asigure, dupa caz, o insertie sau o prelungire urbana omogena. In cazul unei mari
aglomerari, aceasta analiza este mai complexa datorita suprapunerii de functiuni pe care trebuie sa le
asigure (locuinte, productie, comunicatie la nivel international), care 1i conditioneaza dezvoltarea
economica.

e Reteaua de drumuri

Constituie o adevaratd coloand vertebrald a structurdrii urbane. In raport cu ea se stabilesc
locuitorii, se organizeaza activitatile profesionale. Valoarea sa de utilizare trebuie studiata in
profunzime: nivelul traficului si viteza deplasarilor, repartizarea modala, contabilizarea acordarii de
prioritate In intersectii, provenienta si destinatia, problemele de securitate etc. O buna abordare a
programului de proiectare este conceperea ansamblului strazii - cladiri, circulatie, mobilier stradal,
corpuri de iluminat, plantatii, peluze - ca un peisaj urban unitar.

e Adecvarea locului

Desi se face referire la locuri putin urbanizate, acestea contin adesea urme care indica existenta unor
practici sociale: promenada, stationare, legatura pietonald cu un cartier incvecinat etc. Aceasta utilizare



‘ne-ordonata’ va trebui luata in consideratie in cadrul unor noi implantari sau a unei remodelari urbane in
vederea gasirii unor solutii de inlocuire.

e Riscurile

Naturale si noxele, care pot fi proprii naturii terenului (zone inundabile de exemplu) sau datorate unei
densificari a ocuparii care produce o marire a utilizarii, printre care o crestere a traficului rutier care
genereaza aglomeratie si zgomot.

Degradarea peisajului intrarilor in orase conduce la necesitatea ca autoritatile publice sa intervina in
controlul procesului de urbanizare a acestor zone, pentru a asigura locuitorilor, fara discriminare, conditii
de habitat, munca, servicii si transporturi care sa corespunda diversitatii necesitatilor si resurselor
acestora. Pentru aplicarea acestor principii in domeniul amenajarii marilor artere de circulatie si a zonelor
invecinate lor, colectivitatile trebuie sa controleze si sa limiteze daunele pe care acestea le genereaza,
asigurand siguranta rutiera si punerea in valoare a teritoriului. Masura calitatii arhitecturale si urbane a
proiectului va fi datda de integrarea sa intr-o strategie de dezvoltare a intregii localitati si a retelei de
localitati in care se inscrie.

.....in loc de concluzii

Mizele sunt importante: efecte de vitrina in vecinatatea cailor de acces pentru investitori, consecinte
fiscale insemnate pentru primari. Orasele sunt confruntate la periferia lor cu compromisul dificil intre
dezvoltarea economica locala si protejarea cadrului de viata.

Oare pana cand va continua ,, Exodul Oraselor™?

Pana cand Orasul va continua sa renasca din interiorul sau.

Atunci pana cand va exista Orasul?

Probabil pana cand va exista omenirea.
Dar ce se va intapla cu intrarile in orase? Vor dainui si intrarile in orase la
infinitiv?
NU!
Intrarile in orase au anii numarati.
Nu din cauza oraselor, ci din cauza intrarilor. Fiindca intrarile in orase necesita
implicit si drumuri.
Cand nu vom mai avea nevoie de drumuri nu vor mai fi nici intrari in orase (in
sensul actual de inteles!).
Cand va veni “moda” TELEPORTULUI nu vom avea nevoie de drum, ne vom
teleporta exact acolo unde vrem si cand vrem fara drum!
Oare va fi bine?
Nu o sa ne fie dor de INTRARILE aglomerate si poluate a metropolei de ieri?
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Note
* Universitatea Spiru Haret, Facultatea de Arhitectura, Bucuresti

! Perspectivele Dezvoltdrii Spatiale Europene European Spatial Develoopment Perspective (ESDP)

2 Initiativele Comunitare Interreg III PULSE (Imagini Peisagere Periurbane)

3 Unul din frumoasele exemple péstrate intacte este poarta orasului Cluj

4 Urban sprawl (engl.), étalement urbain (franc.)

> Incepand cu celebrul Plan al Londrei din 1945 (de Abercrombie)

¢ ,Les périphériques” ale Parisului, de ex.

’In Franta: Comitetul national pentru intrarile in orase. Comitetul National reuneste reprezentanti ai administratiilor
interesate: Echipament (DAU, DR, DSCR, Turism), Mediu, Comert si Artizanat, Oras, DATAR; primari, agenti
economici, profesionisti ai amenajarii si asociatii. El constituie un loc de reflectie, de concertare si de schimb de
experienta

8 In SUA: Entrance Corridor District - ECD reglementeaza in detaliu amenajarea coridoarelor de intrare in orase
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ENTRIES IN CITIES.
THIRD- DEGREE ENCOUNTER: CITY, ROAD, LANDSCAPE
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Abstract: While considering the land, functional and advertising-related potential, the entries to the cities
are at the crossroads of various economic, political and professional interests, where the urban-territorial
projects mix up the three categories and aim to solve the issues about infrastructure, road safety,
landscape, economic efficiency, identity image of the city, etc. This paper points out at the road entries to
the cities, currently under the prerogatives of the mediocre and confused visual enviroment, even though
they are clearly limited from an administrative perspective. The entries to the cities require a better
definition by drafting landscaping scenarios, in order to leave behind the current opinion of ‘degraded

shop-window’.

Key words: entries to the cities, road, infrastructure, urban strategy, landscape, landscaping scenarios

Motto: The city is the corollary of the thoroughfare... there are avenues that create the city and there are
avenues that the city creates itself

Introduction

The entries to the cities have constantly evolved during history, both as location and also in
significance. The city, as a living body, will generate new entries (in time and space); the entries, on their
turn, will trigger changes in the city structure and configuration. This process of interaction will become
faster and more the more obvious, for the main beneficiaries (inhabitants) and for the guests.

Today, when understanding and establishing the human values go through a tangly stage, the
importance of I0 for the city life and in the territory where it is located is a real priority in dealing with the
environment. The grasping of the complex phenomena of territorial development and the interaction of
the actors on the landscape stage requires a scientific, legal approach and a urban-territorial synthesis of
the corresponding projects.



,Professionalism’ is inevitable, on the side of architects and of the institutions/bodies approving the
works. For any urban-territorial project, the main interests, i.e. the project engine, are economic, political
and professional.

A good IO planning project is the one that achieves to optimally distribute and combine these three
interests.

The measure of the project architectural and urban quality is given by its integration into a development

strategy meant for the entire locality and network of locality it belongs to.

While the cities extend in the territory, the demand for recreational spaces is higher and higher - green
areas, either natural or man-made. Also, the commercial spaces and infrastructure networks need more
and more space.

The European documents' and the research programs in the field of land planning and urbanism
display multiple valencies of IO, which have to meet the users expectations, in terms of the city
circulation, image and, last but not least, its identity encouraging. 10 is the emblematic spot where the
city identity starts.

2

....a short background

As the antic cities no longer supply many examples, the medieval-time European cities still
preserve, up to this day, the print of the former IOs, if not the original ones. There is no need to travel
too far from Bucharest to run into tens of examples in Transilvania: Brasov, Sibiu, Alba Iulia, Sighisoara,
Cluj, Arad, etc.

As Spiro Kostof says, the typical default city has been defined by its entries. The movement
direction was guided by economic/political/territorial reasons, but the road itself was given by where ,the
donkey went’, in dependence with the geo-topographical conditions. The settlements with their useful
functions emerged, spread like ,sugar candies on a thread’(Figure nr.1).

Figure nr.1



Later on, the natural necessity of ,protecting the sugar candy’ came forward - thus, the walls,
ditches and bridges were built- and the entrance gates were carved in the walls.

As a witness, we have the Ios of the medieval cities, with their well-defined place, at the
intersection between the access road with the defense wall. The walls of each city had their features;
when the city emblem’ was placed on top of the entrance gate, then the city was customized, localized.

In time, the walls prove to be too confining and the city comes out of them - the ,sugar candy on a
thread’ process starts again, but on a new scale. IO needs to look for new places and identities, going
across fairs, suburbs, peri-urban spaces, constantly extending itself to connect the city to the surrounding
areas.

Once the process of urban spraw/® has almost generalised, the number of I0s multiplies and so
increases the necessity to match the IO to the cities functions, needs and identity.

....establishing the contact place

In a short classification, we will identify the
road, railway, maritime, air and underground IOs.
The paper will further deal with the main access
roads to the cities (IOR) which are main, secondary,
local - with its own specifics.

In order to understand and/or establish the
site where the road meets the city, we will refer to
the human ontological need to delineate and protect.
After the medieval walls and ditches, the modern era
has looked into building ,greenbelts” and to create
roundabouts or highway belts. History comes back:
should the first belt becomes non-spacious, a second
one will be built®. The question is: if we crossed
these limits, are we in town or not?

’ " IOR is closely linked to the city birth and
i ;,-\;M;.(a development manner, its past and present. The
T ASR s historical 10s display a structure that s

. 4 i morphologically  different from the one in
towns/localities that are designed and imagined in a
territorial land planning.

The system of transport and circulation (as
well as many other systems) of these cities
(neighborhoods) are totally opposite to the historical
ones. Upon changing the circulation system, the IOR
will completely change. I0 becomes more
controllable, more adequate to the needs of that city.

The sketch (nr 1) below shows the dependence of the historic city on the territory, regional
development, actions/effects that go both ways, as well as the relative independence of the cities designed
in a well-thought land planning project.

. DEZNVOUTAREA. ORASELOR.

ECUTTA Ne. A



While going closer to the city, on a public road, the landscape changes: the rural type houses are
followed by bigger houses, new functions emerge, the various services (warehouses, industries) gather
more people, crowdiness is more evident. These landscape changes also extend into the depth of the
environment. At the same time, the road profile expands and we will have commercial hubs, industrial
platforms, logistic centers, spaces for recreation and socialization. All these changes can be perceived by
all 5 human senses: exhaust, car horns, cavities in the road, blinking of the traffic lights, etc.

And here we are in the city! Vehicles encounter more problems related to traffic, car accidents are
more numerous and are linked to the increase in the traffic conflicts at the access axles in the main road,
for different functions.

Any human activity (J.M. Levy) generates certain force vectors. And these vectors exist only
where there are people whose activity generates vectorial forces.

Should we refer to the force vectors of the human activities (used by J.M. Levy), defined by origin,
direction, size and intensity, we will notice that the closer we are to the city, the more vectors of the
human activity multiply, intensify, overlap. (sketch 2)

To make the urban analysis simpler, mathematical
assessments and models, based on force vectors, are used.

In dependence on their density in time and space, these
vectors define a structure. The structure in terms of size and
geometrical distribution, as well as the connection among them
actually define the urban micro- or macro-structures.

The size of vectors, the distribution in time and space,
may define micro- or macro- urban structures. J.M. Levy (2003)
has put these urban structures into vectorial graphical models,
which he transposed into simple mathematical models that can
be simulated on the computer.

Thus, the drawing of vectorial forces in a G urban system has

the following form (sketch 3).
|
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= b ; features) and more flows will give a force line G (sketch 3).
—lr —————————————— = It may be noticed that, at present, IOR is not a punctual

spot, even though it is well-defined from an administrative



perspective. Most often, the place is not even visible to the person entering the city, and where the city
limit is indicated, the visual environment is mediocre and confused. IOR is a space to travel with at least 4

dimensions, without considering the human perceptions related to feelings, emotions, etc.

Time is not a defined factor in the equation. The space travelling is done at different speeds. The
longer travelling time, the more ample and precise the human perceptions become and the space ,dilates’
and deepens. The emotions of the traveller are more intense and the conscious (or sub-conscious)

attitude becomes more significant.

The ,mother-city’ is not always the master of its destiny for its entrance/extremity. This is usually
placed, entirely or partially, on the territory of the contiguous communes. Likewise, the mother-city enjoys
a partial competence to intervene. Moreover, the neighboring communes do not necessarily have the
same concerns for planning their territory. Numerous economic agents invest in I0 (large commercial
distributors, industries and activities, promoters and building plotters, groups or individuals) who settle
themselves here in order to have benefits, mainly land-related (we have here vast lands, at much lower
prices that in the urban areas), functional (they have good services) and of advertising (these sites
correspond to the ,shop-window effect’, very much sought after by
many investors.

The IO spot is a territory to be travelled criss-crossly.
Beyond that, it is essential how IO hosts an important
environment for the city, with various major functions: dwelling,
activities (industry, trading, logistics...), recreation, natural
landscape, etc. These functions are in fact the component
elements - ,the main actors’ the IO show. Their correct
distribution in space will define the IOR nature. The correlation in
the territory of the natural landscape with the artificial
environment, the optimum combination of the rural and urban
spaces is a must. Thus, IO becomes the main strategic object in
the composition of landscape quality (sketch nr. 4)

IOR is differently perceived by various categories of users (pedestrian, cyclist, motorist) and by their
temporary interest, which require diversified travelling methods:
- As a passing spot to a destination, by driving personal cars,



- As a place for shopping,
- As a living space, activities and entertainment.

The dynamic perception of the motorist is a global landscape, eyeing more the middle of the road than
the sides, tends to level off the details as the speed increases; for the latter case, or when the trees are
too close to each other, they are an obstacle for the sight. The pedestrian, who has the ability to see the
details and estimate the volumetry of the elements, has a static perception.

A correct planning must accomodate these two approaches, so that no user may be subjected to the
visual aggressions, noise, speed-related stress and the road lack of safety, the uses conflicts.

IOR exerts multiple effects upon the people having contact with them, while passing - in time and
space - through a territory meant to indicate the proximity to the city. The impressions are different,
relating to the speed, direction and means of transportation being used. The interval is the preparation for
the traveller to the city ,in the future; for the one leaving IOR, it is the ,past’, made up of the impressions
of the city left behind.

....the encounter

For the last decades, we have withessed an ‘exodus’ of the various urban functions in Romania -
mainly the industrial ones, to the city suburbs or to the unincorporated areas. The trend of moving the
functions (the ‘exodus’ of the functions might be a separate topic) finds its explanation in the necessities
of such functions (for transport, circulation, space distribution, environment conditions and, last but not
least, the economico-political factor).

The way how buildings are distributed, their size and position, as well as the architectural plasticity
of such type of constructions will change the present landscape and makes up a new one, with the rules
and standards of the today’s man. The IO landscape in Romania (and not only) is thus defined by the
lifestyle of the today’s man. The excessive trading concentration is a reply to a certain desire of
‘entertainment’, ‘shopping’ has become a pastime (even though it does not always end in selling-buying
activities).

The huge malls attract thousands of people, with their rich show of merchandise, variety of
products, beautiful designs of the objects in display, the game of lights, colors explosion. This visual shos
is overbid by the auditory shos of the various music that is matched to the various stores. The
gastronomy art is present too: the food court provides an assortment of pleasures, at any time and for
any income! Plus, this ‘sanctuary’ of pastime for the toady’s man always hosts the ‘classical
entertainment’ - show halls, movie theatres, etc.

The ‘interior landscape’ was therefore born (figure nr.2), which attracts large circulation flows to and
into the city, humangous parking spaces, billboards, traffic signs.... All these will trigger, on their turn,
large infrastructure works - roads, passages, parkings, etc.

The vision that currently presides in the definition of the city entrance spaces is mainly the road
one. Or, this does not cover the entire reality. While the city entrances were marking the passing from
the city to the villages, right now they develop as a competitor versus the city. We all acknowledge the
need of preservation and capitalization on the city built patrimony (whether it is about the historical areas,
the large complexes or the reconversion of the industrial areas), the new planning along 10 - which will be



the patrimony left to the future generations — should be of interest to solid documentations and urban-
architectural recommendations.
The latter ones will essentially modify the I0: the natural landscape is receding, withdraws from the
City; its place is occupied by the artificial landscape that meddles between the city and surrounding areas.
This is the place where the man feels and behaves like in the city (even though not there yet) but away
from the ‘countryside’ — he is in the I0. This is the spot where the rural meets the urban.
TN TG ','ji“—‘ﬁ"f'i_,i]':_-‘_:‘- (figure nr.2)
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For now, the investors
are attracted to accessibility,
cheaper lands, more
affordable fiscal taxes, the
.t less architectural limits and
urban and by the shop-
window effect. The
implementation of the
activities and arrangements in
the 10 areas is done
gradually, with no compliance
* with a conception for
wholeness. The absence of a
coherent space will create an
area where the objects
accumulate, gradually impose
Il themselves by an individual
Il cconomic logics, with no
| i : - ﬂ“-wl.-\ concern for harmony and
optimum functionality. Apart from certain happy events, this can lead to the landscape devaluation and
deterioration.
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The access road becomes the ‘emblem of the conflict’. This is perceived by investors as a
development support, while neglecting its quality of important transport infrastructure. The logic of a
circulation axle that needs to allow the safest traffic is usually opposed to the concept of arrangement
(plantations, public transportation, transverse arrangement. From this moment on, it becomes essential
an approach that will enable the integration of the road with its surroundings. The traffic participants
perceive the roas as a polluted motorway landscape.

In a nutshell, I0 becomes a ,degraded shop-window”



The landscape damage when entering the cities makes it necessary for the public authorities
interfere with the control of urbanization process for these area, in order to provide for their inhabitants,
without any discrimination, good conditions of living, work, services and transport that will correspond to
the people diversity in needs and resources.

The measure of the project architectural and urban quality is given by its integration into a
development strategy meant for the entire locality and network of locality it belongs to. The landscape, as
a primordial perception of the environment by the man, will always be the designer’s attention core. Both
the ensemble projects or the ones focused on objectives consider the building of landscapes that will
pertinently answer to the functions being allotted.

The organization of each green space must satisfy all the program functional desiderata and provide
the conformity of organization with the functions, by a rational distribution of the components, the
selection and logical placing of facilities.

The purpose of a correct arrangement is displayed below (sketch 5):
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The placing of the entrances to the cities should comply with a number of criteria.

2. The continuous improvement and modernization of railway roads infrastructure is the
utmost factor for the road safety, along with the training of drivers, which is an essential requirement
that will help the traffic meet the European expectations. We have here the following:



The landscape, which assists the traffic; for example, in designing the green spaces, a wide
range of details is to be followed, in dependence of the road importance;

The protection of the pedestrian circulation versus the carriageable one;

The fluency of the pedestrain and carriageable circulation;

A good access to buildings and yards, pedestrian crossings and public transportation stations;
The sub-division of traffic (pedestrians, bike routes, more carriageable roads);

To these functions, which mainly derive from the street building parameters, will be added the ones
related to vegetation: ecological functions (the local microclimate arrangement and decrease in the
atmospheric pollution), as well as the aesthetical function, of harmonizing the various architectures of
buildings, creating architectural effects by the volumetrics of plantations, etc.

2. Improvement of the road safety (from a lanscape perspective) for the entrance to cities, upon
considering:

The improvement of visibility — the correct and coherent handling of the elements that will
strenghten the urban perception, and the low vegetation along the road that guides the sight or
announces an event (intersection) will favor visibility.

The speed decrease is done by avoiding linearity, visibility in the distance, road width (kept at a
reasonable size) and of the lateral spaces - all these generate a higher speed); for example, the
planting of the trees at smaller and smaller distances gives the impression of high speed and
triggers the necessity to slow down. The ,urban’image of vegetation leads to a lower speed.

A good visibility needs to be provided, both for the main road and for the side ones, and the
conflict points should be cleared of any obstacles.

Good visibility depends on the signs; also, on the vegetation, by varying the sequences and
creating original events in certain key points; abundance will be avoided, as it creates confusion.

3. The urbanistic-landscape quality of the 10 depends on several factors, as such:

The urban composition: the ability of the architects/urban planners to create and combine the
spaces in the project, to distribute and scale them in the natural environment, in such a way that
the final artificial, newly created landscape captivates us by the beauty of proportions and
harmony of its volumes, in full compliance with the natural landscape of insertion.

A good orientation in traffic, landmarks, points of interest;

Orderly spaces, functionally and aesthetically correct arrangements (the irregulat placing of the
billboards or trees will give the impression of abandonment and degradation);

Good quality landscape, as a sum of multiple factors: quality of materials, game of colors, purity
of forms, an appropriate scale.

4. The consent to the city identification needs to be one of the main objectives of arrangement, by:

The site capitalization; the arrangement will bring value to the site whether it creates an unusual
or special perception, which will then provide pleasant, positive images to the user, and invite to
more travelling; vegetation is a must.



e The improvement of the brand image: more places, regions, cities have a special image (positive
or negative, true or false), which may be corrected by improving the entrance to the city
(factories, mines, siderurgy, wine industry, crafts, etc. are defining elements for some cities).
The highlighting of a certain feature: there are more methods to reach this purpose, when the
best results are derived from vegetation.

5. The route marking is meant to provide a coherent development, by shifting from a natural
environments to urban, via spaces with characteristic features that are linked to one another. The
stressing of rhythms, so as to avoid monotony, by alternating the green spaces with advertising, open and
somewhat closed ones and building landmarks that are adjusted to the local context.

..... arrangement of the entries to the cities - complex urban projects; actors and instruments

The importance and complexity of the arrangement of the entries to the cities is acknowledged in
both Europe ’ and USA®. The main feature of this is their approach in a triple perspective: ecological,
socio-behavioral and normative.

Besides defining the objectives of territory organization, the role of the public authorities is to
harmonize all the interests of everyone involved, in dependence of the general interest.

The decisions taken by each institutional participant should not only conform with his own interests.
It is about building a dialogue among various institutions and competencies: the beneficiary of the
communication channel, the local riverside communities. This synergy can be obtained by coordinating
different technical services.

The economic agents come with their own implementation logics, depending on their activities,
which may trigger a heterogenous and confused landscape, as far as the buildings and environment are
concerned.

A consultation with the users and inhabitants represents a guarantee factor of the project durability
- a public dialogue: the project subjected to public discussions/debates.

The dialogue will allow finding a configuration of the space that will accomodate the necessities of
the economic agents (location, visibility, storing spaces) with the ones in an urbanism of quality that are
tailored on the population needs and taste. Without going into this complex topic, the importance of
educating people should be underlined and the essential role of mass media here.

An urban policy of quality requires the introduction of the zone urbanism plan of the areas cllose
to the entries to cities into the general urbanism plan, especially in PATZ that defines the strategy of
concourse development.

The zone plan will include a solution based on two approaches:



- the political, economic and social objectives, established by the public authority that considers the
space limitations, the needs of everyone involved and the necessities of the urban organization and
administration; this one sums up the type of employing the spaces, transport, maintenance - i.e.the
project perenniality.

To have a successful project, it is needed that these two approaches develop simultaneously, by a
constant exchange of information among the political actors, strategy-makers and technical
participants, drafting arrangement scenarios.

Among the studies that are needed to compile the documentation are:

e Landscape

IO becomes the place where the landscaping is the most expressive. In this context, vegetation
increases the value and allows the following (thanks to its qualities):
- The arrangement and structuring certain incoherent spaces,
- Calming or balancing aggressive environments,
- Creation of rhythms,
- Alternance with industrial materials,
- Occupying the too vast spaces or the ones badly arranged or pending a future operation
(‘pre-greening’).

There will be examined the natural elements (water network, vegetation), exploitation of the
corresponding land (roads, agrarian cultures, lotting), the structure and organization of the buildings and
communication routes. Only by knowing all the features of a place will allow the drafting of a project that
will provide, as case may be, a homogenuos insertion or a urban extension.

For a large concourse, this analysis will be more complex, due to the overlapping of functions that have
to be provided (dwellings, production, communication at a national level), which conditions its economic
development.

e Network of roads

It stands as a true spinal cord of the urban structure. It is a reference for the inhabitants, in terms
of their dwelling spots and professional activities. Its value should be detailed: the level of traffic
and traveling speed, the modal distribution, the monitoring of priority in intersection, origin and
destination, security issues, etc. A good approach of the designing program is building the roads
network - buildings, traffic, street furniture, lighting, plantations, lawns - as a unitary urban
landscape.

e Suitablity of the place

Even refererring to places that are less urbanized, they often include traces that indicate the existence
of social practices: promenade, stopping, pedestrian connections with a neighboring district, etc. This



‘non-orderly’ use should be considered within new implementations or urban remodelling, in order to find
solutions for replacement.

e Risks

The natural ones and the harmful gas, which may be specific to the land (floodable area) or derived from
an increase in occupancy that triggers a higher use, among which is the road traffic that generates
crowdiness and noise.

The degradation of the IO landscape makes it necessary that the public authorities interfere with the
control of the urbanization process in these areas, in order to provide for its inhabitants, with no
discrimination, habitat conditions, work, services and transportation, which correspond to their needs and
resources. For implementing such principles in the arrangement of the main traffic road and vicinity, the
communities should control and limit the damage that they derive, thus providing the road safety and land
capitalization. The measure of the architectural and urban quality of the project is given by its integration
into a strategy of development for the entire area and of the network it belongs to.

..... instead of conclusions

There are great things at stake: the shop window effects in the vicinity of access roads for investors,
fiscal consequences for the mayors. Cities confront themselves, in the suburbs, with the difficult
compromise between the economic local development and protection of life framework.

How long will the ,Exodus of the cities’ continue?
Until the City will continue to revive from within itself.
So, until when the City will be present?
As long as the humankind.

But, what will happen with the entries to the cities? Will they be everlasting?

NO!

Their end is just round the corner.
This is not because of the cities, but of the entries. As these entries implicitly require roads.
When we stop needing roads, there will be no entries any longer (in its actual meaning).
When the ,"'TELEPORTATION’ comes in, we will need no roads, we will teleport exactly where we
want and when we want!

Is it going to be ok?
Aren’t we going to miss the crowded and polluted ENTRIES of the yesterday’s metropoly?
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* Spiru Haret University, Faculty of Architecture, Bucharest

! Perspectivele Dezvoltdrii Spatiale Europene European Spatial Develoopment Perspective (ESDP)

2 Initiativele Comunitare Interreg III PULSE (Imagini Peisagere Periurbane)

3 I0ne of the most beautiful examples, intactly preserved, is the entry gate to Cluj

4 Urban sprawl (engl.), étalement urbain (franc.)

> Incepand cu celebrul Plan al Londrei din 1945 (de Abercrombie)

¢ ,Les périphériques” ale Parisului, de ex.

7 In France: The National Committee for IOs. The National Committee gathers representatives of the interested
administrations: Equipment (DAU, DR, DSCR, Tourism), Environment, Commerce and Crafts, City, DATAR; mayors,
economic agents, professionals in landscaping and associates. This is a place of reflection, agreements and
experience exchange

8 In USA: Entry Corridor District - ECD regulates, in detail, the organization of corridors of entry to cities



Patrimoniu rural

IMPORTANTA INVENTARIERII PATRIMONIULUI CONSTRUIT PENTRU PROIECTAREA
DEZVOLTARII DURABILE A LOCALITZ\]’ILOR RURALE. STUDIU DE CAZ- SATUL HALCHIU DIN
JUDETUL BRASOV.
Aurelian STROE, Adriana STROE*

Rezumat: Prin inventarierea patrimoniului construit al unei localitati se pot formula premisele dezvoltarii
durabile ce presupune echilibrul intre formele de dezvoltare socio - economica propuse si elementele
capitalului natural existent. Pentru formularea politicilor de dezvoltare durabila, a normelor si
regulamentelor de urbanism si amenajarea teritoriului, trebuie constituite fise de localitate, iar o astfel de
sinteza constituie chiar subiectul prezentei lucrari. Fisa de localitate a satului Halchiu, jud. Brasov contine
date referitoare la topografie, istoria localitatii, tipul de asezare si evolutie, vechimea cladirilor,

formuldndu-se in final concluzii referitoare la dezvoltarea durabild a localitatii.

Cuvinte cheie: patrimoniu construit, dezvoltare durabild, satul Halchiu

Asa cum este cunoscut, pentru a asigura dezvoltarea durabild a unei localitati este necesara
asigurarea unui echilibru intre formele de dezvoltare socio-economica propuse si elementele capitalului
natural existent, in aceasta forma de capital putand fi inclus si patrimoniul istoric construit. Acest tip de
patrimoniu cuprinde nu numai monumentele istorice ci  totalitatea acelor constructii, structuri
urbanistice, etc. care se disting prin importanta lor in cadrul dezvoltarii istorice a localitatii. Pentru
cunoasterea acestui patrimoniu este necesara atdt analiza, obiect cu obiect, a componentelor
patrimoniului construit al localitatii, prin intocmirea fiselor analitice ale acestora cat si intocmirea unei
sinteze - fisa de localitate, cu un continut mai amplu decéat fisa istorica de localitate prevazuta de
metodologiile de urbanism. Acest tip de fisa de localitate ofera informatii importante pentru definirea
politicilor de dezvoltare durabila a localitatii analizate si pentru alcatuirea normelor si regulamentelor de
urbanism si amenajare a teritoriului, pentru conservarea si punerea in valoare a localitatii istorice, de
exemplu istoricul localitatii cu accent pe acele evenimente care au dat forma localitatii actuale, date

privind evolutia urbanistica si a fondului construit si caracteristicile acestora, prezentarea critica a



bibliografiei si evidentierea surselor iconografice, identificarea valorilor de patrimoniu construit si
propuneri de concluzii referitoare la elementele care necesita protectie. In cele ce urmeazd vom
prezenta, intr-o forma foarte condensata, fisa de localitate a satului Halchiu din jud. Brasov, incercand sa

ilustram, astfel, ideea cuprinsa in titlu.

Topografie, spatiu natural

Localitatea, asezata in depresiunea Tarii Barsei, la doar 15 Km de Brasov si la 10 km de Codlea,
este, alaturi de satul invecinat, Bod, unul din polii frigului in aceasta zona, aceasta caracteristica
influentand viata satenilor de la optiunile privitoare la plantele care puteau fi cultivate, animalele care
puteau fi crescute, pana la materialele de constructie folosite.

Satul este strabatut, dinspre sud spre nord, de un canal, Neugraben-Vulcanita, amenajat in sec.
XV pentru moara din localitate. Asezarea satului pe un sol lutos, despadurit inca din sec. XV-XVI si cu
ape freatice de adancime a influentat imaginea localitatii prin folosirea timpurie a caramizii si prin
posibilitatea de a amenaja pivnite adanci, element care determina silueta scunda a locuintelor
traditionale. Structura urbanistica a satului este determinata de prezenta Vulcanitei, strazile principale
fiind paralele cu aceasta. Pamantul agricol era de slaba calitate si, in perioada istorica, destul de putin,
in comparatie cu localitatile invecinate®. Aceastd stare de lucruri i-a determinat pe locuitori s& inceapa,
inca de la sfarsitul sec. XVIII, lucrari de imbunatatiri funciare — desecari, fertilizari ale solului, care au
modificat peisajul inconjurator, si caute de timpuriu ocupatii alternative: mestesuguri, cardusie,? etc.

Aceste realitati au contribuit la spiritul inventiv si apt de a accepta noutatile al locuitorilor din Halchiu.

Istoricul localitatii

Halchiul este o asezare multietnica (romani, sasi, romi), aflata in fosta zona de colonizare saseasca
din Tara Barsei. Pe teritoriul localitatii au fost descoperite urme de locuire din epoca bronzului si monede
romane, dar istoria propriu-zisa a asezarii incepe in Evul Mediu. Halchiul este atestat documentar in
1377, fiind considerat de bibliografie o asezare de colonizare secundara (prin traditie o buna parte a
locuitorilor proveneau din Codlea si Feldioara). Tot traditia pastreaza numele ,intemeietorului” satului -

Haldebotschi (Hiltwin) - al carui ,portret” constituie stema comunei.



Vom mentiona, in cele ce urmeaza, doar cateva dintre evenimentele importante, documentate din

de bibliografie sau inventariere, referitoare la evolutia asezarii si care au influentat in mod direct

imaginea acesteia:

Sec. XIII - construirea unei biserici gotice timpurii - dovada a existentei localitatii in aceasta
perioada. Biserica a fost reconstruita la inceputul sec. XV si inconjurata de o incinta fortificata,
care a fost dublatda de o incinta exterioara la mijlocul sec. XVI. Fortificarea bisericii a influentat
structura Halchiului deoarece reteaua de ulite trebuia sa asigure accesul rapid al locuitorilor spre
fortificatie, iar in jurul acesteia trebuia pastrata, in scopuri defensive, o mare suprafata
neconstruitda; aceasta a fost ocupata abia in a doua jumatate a sec. XVIII, cand fortificatia a
devenit inutild. In 1802, o parte a bisericii s-a prabusit din cauza cutremurului, fiind inlocuitd cu
biserica actuala. Incinta a fost demolata, in etape, in a doua jumatate a sec. XIX.

1424 - a fost amenajat canalul Vulcanita, traseul acestuia devenind axa de dezvoltare a
localitatii.

1510 - localitatea avea cca. 100 de gospodarii... un slujitor comunal, un invéatator....> Prima listd
nominald a contribuabililor, din 1526, atestd c& la acea datd toti locuitorii erau sasi. In 1711 sunt
mentionate documentar primele familii de romani (8). in 1833 in Halchiu existau 377 gospodarii
sdsesti, 66 gospodarii romanesti si 20 tigdnesti. in 1857 in localitate se aflau 475 de gospodarii, in
1880 - 485 de case, in 1899 - 411 case s&sesti si 99 romanesti. In 1900 in Halchiu existau 530
case de zid si 66 case din lemn*. in 1910 numarul de case de zid crescuse la 625. In 1966 - 982
locuinte, in 1971 - 1171

1523 - primul mare incendiu consemnat dintr-un lung sir de astfel de evenimente. Cele mai
distrugdtoare au fost incendiile din 1586°, 1632° 1688’. Ultimul incendiu generalizat a avut loc in
aprilie 1817, cand a ars aproape intreaga localitate (238 de gospodarii). Aceste incendii, care au
devastat mari parti din localitate si care s-au repetat pana pe la inceputul epocii moderne, la care
trebuie adaugat obiceiul de a arde gospodariile familiilor disparute in numeroasele epidemii care au
pustiit satul, explica numarul mic de case cu datari anterioare anului 1800 sau chiar 1830.

1729 - este mentionata fierbatoria de silitra care, pe de o parte a fost o sursa importanta de
venituri pentru comunitate, dar pe de alta parte a contribuit la disparitia constructiilor vechi

resturile acestora fiind folosite ca materie prima pentru fabricarea silitrei.



1791 - ca urmare a Edictului de Toleranta a putut fi construitd biserica ortodoxa, iar ca urmare a
Edictului de Concivilitate cartierul roméanesc s-a putut extinde si s-a dotat cu cladirile necesare
functionarii comunitatii, ex. scoala confesionala (1875), sala comunala, etc.

1796 - mesterii tesatori din Halchiu erau suficient de multi pentru a-si infiinta propria breasla.
1861 - regularizarea Vulcanitei

1880-1885 - regularizarea strazilor, amenajarea rigolelor. Dupa regularizare a fost permisa
extinderea locuintelor prin ocuparea trotuarelor foarte late (8-10 m) fiind afectate imaginea si
traseul ulitelor medievale.

1885 - deschiderea oficiului postal Halchiu

1888 - a inceput cultivarea sfeclei de zahar, care a devenit, in scurt timp, una din principalele
surse de venituri a locuitorilor.

1894 - cu ocazia Comasarii au fost facute ample lucrari de desecare care au determinat extinderea
teritoriului agricol al asezarii. Tot in aceasta perioada au aparut forme de asociere a locuitorilor
atat in domeniul agriculturii cat si a cresterii animalelor de rasa. Evolutia economica a determinat
si o evolutie constructiva. Cca. jumatate din locuintele inventariate apartin perioadei de la sf. sec.
XIX-inc. sec. XX, in cazul anexelor - grajduri, cotete, suri construite dupa modelele propuse de
scolile de agricultura - proportia acestora fiind mai mare si dand imaginea unei agriculturi
evoluate, de nivel semiindustrial.

1895 - demolarea fortificatiei bisericii evanghelice si ocuparea suprafetei ramasa libera cu
constructii de interes public (noua scoald, sala comunald), ceea ce a determinat modificarea
aspectului centrului localitatii. Aspectul aproape urban al centrului a fost completat prin
construirea, in 1905, a Carciumii cu cazinou de langa podul peste Vulcanita. O alta modificare ce a
fost inregistrata prin demolarea incintei fortificate si disparitia camarilor de provizii a fost
amenajarea, in fiecare gospodarie, a unei incaperi pentru pastrarea slaninii.

1908 - a fost construita Uzina Electrica

1909 a fost construita baia populara

1930 - in Halchiu existau 79 de intreprinderi

1934-1935 - ca urmare a Marii Uniri a fost construita Scoala Roméaneasca de Stat

1945-1946 - exproprierea terenurilor agricole si a gospodariilor sasilor, insotita de stabilirea in

localitate a unor colonisti din alte zone, cu alta civilizatie a locuirii. Peste cca. 10 ani, incepand cu



1956, gospodariile au fost restituite, colonistii improprietariti in comuna, ceea ce a determinat
extinderea localitatii prin aparitia cartierului de colonisti in estul acesteia.

- 1945-1950 - infiintarea GAS si GAC au modificat imaginea localitatii prin abandonarea anexelor
agricole din gospodariile satenilor; o parte a acestora au fost transformate in spatii de locuit.

- 1965-1970 - construirea blocurilor in apropierea bisericii evanghelice si pe locul fostelor suri de
zeciuiala a modificat aspectul istoric al centrului localitatii

- 1990 - se desavarseste exodul populatiei sasesti din Halchiu, inceputa inca in anii ‘70 ai sec. XX.

Schimbarea proprietarilor locuintelor a determinat modificari ale aspectului acestora.

Tipul de asezare si evolutia localitatii. Vechimea constructiilor

Halchiul este o asezare cu caracter inchis, dezvoltatd de-a lungul unei retele regulate de ulite, cu
directia nord-sud, paralele cu valea Vulcanitei. Existda o singura ulita transversala care marcheaza, in
locul unde traverseaza Vulcanita, punctul de greutate al satului - locul unde sunt concentrate cele mai
multe cladiri de folosinta publica sau cu destinatie speciala ale localitatii (biserica, primarie, scoala, sala
comunald, etc). Tot acesta este locul unde comunica ulitele localitatii. Cu exceptia acestui pod si a unor
poduri noi, construite spre extremitatile asezarii, comunicarea intre cele doua jumatati ale satului se face
prin pasarele.

Imaginea localitatii este aceea a unui sat compact, cu ulite largi, marginite de rigole superficiale si
trotuare care pastreaza in multe locuri latimea de 6-10 m, cu exceptia Ulitei Noi-Neugasse si a cartierului
romanesc. Casele, cu plan dreptunghiular cu latura scurta in limita la strada a parcelei si cu aspect de
parter, sunt asezate in fronturi continue. Fatadele au decoratie simpla, concentrata in jurul ferestrelor si
pe pinionul turtit, exceptie facand zona centrala unde casele au doua niveluri si decoratie bogata,
eclectica.

Ca orice sat multietnic si pluriconfesional din fosta zona de colonizare saseasca din Transilvania si
Halchiul a fost organizat, pana prin anii “70 ai sec. XX, in cartiere pe criterii etnice si confesionale. Sasii
ocupau tot teritoriul satului, cu exceptia ulitelor ,Bisericii Romane” si ,Prin Romani”, care formau
cartierul romanesc; tiganii locuiau la capatul vestic al ulitei Prin Romani.

Primele atestari documentare privitoare la structura urbanistica a Halchiului dateaza din a doua jumatate

a sec. XVI; erau mentionate Muhlgasse, cu 25 de case si Tlrkgasse, cu 83 de case. Hintergasse este



mentionata in sec. XVIII, ultima aparuta in localitatea istorica fiind Neugasse, urmata de ulitele
cartierului romanesc.

In Harta Militard Iosefind (Ridicarea Iosefind ) desenata intre 1769-1772, Halchiul are, in nucleu,
structura satului actual, cu exceptia Neugasse si a ulitelor cartierului romanesc. Pe harta francesco-
iosefina, de la sfarsitul sec. XIX, exista deja toate strazile localitatii istorice, planul Eugen Zako, din
1906, fiind cel mai apropiat de imaginea de la sf. sec. XX, cu exceptia cartierului colonistilor . D.p.d.v. al
ocuparii parcelelor ridicarea iosefina inregistreaza gospodarii contindnd cate doua locuinte, asezate pe
laturile lungi ale unor parcele late, si 0 anexa, pe latura de fund a curtii, toate celelalte harti si planuri
mentionate inregistrand parcele inguste si lungi, cu cate o singura locuinta. Ca urmare a inventarierii am
constatat ca, in zona istorica a satului, latimile parcelelor sunt aproximativ egale; in cartierul sasesc ele
au cca. 15-20 m. si adancimi in functie de factori topografici, iar in cel romanesc de cca. 10-15m, cu o
adancime mica, parcelele avand aici dimensiuni atat de mici incat abia incap anexele, curtile neavand
gradini. intinderea istoricd a localitdtii a rdmas neschimbatd pand dupd mijlocul sec. XX. Dupd 1960, ca
urmare a revenirii sasilor in gospodariile proprii, colonistii instalati aici au primit loturi de constructie in
estul localitdtii - pe strizile 11 Iunie si Tudor Vladimirescu. In aceeasi perioad3, la extremitatea nordicd a
ulitei Bisericii Romane, in fosta gradina a scolii de stat, au fost create 15 gospodarii, in extremitatea
nordica a Niedergasse cca. 10 gospodarii, in extremitatea Mihlgasse, in fostul canal al Morii, cinci
gospodarii, iar in extremitatile de nord si sud a lui Hintergasse, cate 5-6 gospodarii.

D.p.d.v. la evolutiei urbanistice a satului, ca urmare a inventarierii am putut constata ca:

e spatiul in jurul fortificatiei incepuse sa fie ocupat la mijlocul sec. XVIII, ex. casa de la nr. 9, datata
1768 si casa 465, datata 1761.

e Limitele istorice ale cartierului sasesc, documentate prin inventariere, coincid cu limitele moderne
ale acestuia. Astfel, la sf. sec. XVIII, Obergasse avea aproape dimensiune a actuala, casa nr. 31,
asezata spre extremitatea sudica a sa fiind datata 1799, de asemenea Mihlgasse, unde casele 106
si 107, aflate spre extremitatea ulitei, sunt datate 1793; cea mai veche casa de pe Neugasse, 169,
situata la limita acesteia, este datata 1802, extremitatea actualda a Tirkgasse - casa 206 - este
datata 1795: chiar Niedergasse, formatda mai térziu datorita mlastinilor din zona, are spre
extremitatea nordica locuinte datate sf. sec. XVIII-1/4 sec. XIX, ex. nr. 398, datata 1790, 442,
datata 1826. Frontul estic al Hintergasse are zone compacte cu case datate 2/2 sec. XVII, ex. 548-



549, datate 1777, 578, datata 1758. Concomitent cu atingerea limitelor localitatii, asa cum am

mentionat mai sus, a fost ocupata si zona din jurul bisericii fortificate.

Cladirile importante ale cartierului sasesc se grupeaza, conform schemei obisnuite de organizare a
acestor cartiere, in jurul bisericii evanghelice, asezata in centrul localitatii, l1&nga podul peste Vulcanita-
Neugraben. Silueta turnului bisericii, asemanatoare celei a Bisericii Negre din Brasov, este un element
determinant in formarea imaginii localitatii. Biserica, ridicata la inceputul sec. XIX, este o cladire de mari
dimensiuni, fara un stil arhitectonic precis, pastrand din bisericile anterioare doar turnul-clopotnita si
portalul vestic. Biserica este inconjurata de cladiri destinate administratiei, educatiei si petrecerii timpului
liber: scoli, gradinite, sala de sport, sala comunala, han comunal cu cazinou si biblioteca (situate la
numerele 469, 470, 471 respectiv 2 si 8), primarie (la nr. 1). Aceste cladiri se deosebesc de celelalte
cladiri din localitate atat prin volumetria ampla si pozitia fata de strada, cat si prin decoratia eclectica
ingrijit executata. Doua din cladirile mentionate - vechea scoala de baieti - 1820 si primaria - 1848 - se
numara printre cele mai vechi cladiri similare ale zonei.

Tot in apropierea bisericii se gasesc, de asemenea, alte doua cladiri importante ale comunitatii:
casa predicatorului, casa notarului, casele invatatorilor si casa parohialda evanghelica ce se deosebesc de
locuintele obisnuite ale localitatii prin dimensiuni si decoratie.

Cazarma si pavilionul ofiterilor, de la nr. 197, respectiv 196, situate la extremitatea vestica a
localitatii, construite in 1862 prin contributia comunitatii si extinse in 1902, sunt cele mai mari constructii
de acest tip dintr-o localitate rurala din Tara Barsei si pastreaza, in buna stare de conservare, decoratia
istoricista.

O aparitie inedita in spatiul rural este fostul hotel, cu sediu de banca si restaurant de la nr. 124,

construit in 1937 si care, prin formele mai simple ale fatadelor si friza de ferestre ale etajului de
mansarda amintesc mai degraba de arhitectura balneara a epocii.
Grajdurile comunale, o permanenta a localitatilor sasesti, se afla tot in apropierea centrului localitatii, la
nr. 20. Casa ingrijitorului, datatda 1775, nu se deosebeste de locuintele obisnuite din localitate, iar
grajdurile, cu forme influentate de Scoala de agricultura de la Feldioara, sunt similare celor din
gospodariile dezvoltate ale localitatii.

Oficiul postal, la nr. 10, infiintat la sf. sec. XIX, are aspectul unui magazin urban, iar fosta
laptarie - o cladire simpla, parter - se face remarcata prin asezarea in centrul unui larg spatiu liber,

langa pod si han.



Celelalte cladiri de folosinta comuna sau cu destinatie speciala ale cartierului sunt asezate spre
extremitatile acestuia:

- moara mica, datata 1905, se afla spre sud, alaturi de moara mare, inlocuita in 1920, de o fabrica de
curele,

- abatorul, construit in 1910, se afla in nordul comunei, la nr. 410,

- moara noua si uzina electrica, construite pe la 1909, cu extinderi in 1926 si 1941, sunt asezate tot spre
nord, in afara localitatii.

Spatiile industriale, asezate fie spre marginea localitatii, ex. uscatoria de malt de la nr. 42-43, fabrica de
curele de la nr. 52, fie in centru, ex. fabrica de salamuri de la nr. 224. Uscatoria de malt se remarca prin
nucleul de arhitectura sociala. Fabrica de mezeluri are un deosebit impact asupra imaginii centrului
localitatii prin decoratia Art Deco. Crescatoria de porci - cladire paralelipipedica, din caramida aparenta,
care pastreaza o parte a instalatiilor interioare, ilustreaza gradul de dezvoltate la care ajunsese cresterea
animalelor in Halchiu.

Toate aceste constructii influenteaza imaginea localitatii prin aceeasi amplitudine a volumelor
proprie cladirilor reprezentative ale localitatii, dublata de decoratia ingrijita a acestor cladiri cu finalitate
accentuat practicd. In cazul fabricii de curele este de mentionat coexistenta in aceeasi parceld a fabricii si
a locuintei patronului, aceasta din urma fiind una din foarte putinele locuinte de tip vila intalnite in mediul
rural in Tara Barsei.

Cladirile cu destinatie speciala, cele comerciale in primul rand, sunt concentrate in zona centrala si
pe Turkgasse. Spre deosebire de spatiile similare din mediul rural, care functionau cu minime amenajari,
in Halchiu aceste spatii sunt mai degraba asemanatoare celor din mediul urban - spatii special
amenajate, cu vitrine pe toata

In localitate nu mai sunt p&strate decat cateva urme ale atelierelor mestesugaresti, de ex. singurul
semn al existentei atelierelor de tesatori este suveica incizata pe pinionul casei 169, construita in 1802,
bazinele tabacariei Th. Wagner de la nr. 398 sunt colmatate si acoperite de buruieni, patiseria de la nr.
466 este semnalata doar de cuptoarele pastrate in pivnita

Spatiile de folosinta publica sau cu destinatie speciala, documenteaza, aidoma cladirilor
comunitatii, aceeasi rapida asimilare a influentelor urbane sau a ideilor moderne, caracteristica localitatii.
De exemplu cimitirul, mutat pe actualul amplasament la 1831, este, prin galeria de cripte, tipic pentru

cimitirele evanghelice din satele mai dezvoltate din Tara Barsei; are, in plus fata de acestea, o capela de



influentd urbana. Alte doua spatii care depasesc, prin dimensiuni si organizare, amenajari similare din
satele din zona sunt strandul, construit in 1909 si terenul de sport cu parcul inconjurator, amenajate in
1931. Cele doua spatii, care formeaza un ansamblu, se afla in sud-estul asezarii, formand un spatiu de
verdeatd in aceasta zona aproape lipsita de vegetatie naltd. Sunt inca vizibile aleea mare si traseele
aleilor secundare, strandul si o parte a cabinelor din lemn.

Satul nu a avut propriu-zis o piata, locul marcat cu aceasta denumire pe planul de la 1906 al lui E.
Zako, se afla cu aproximatie pe locul hanului. Centrul actual al satului, nu are amenajari speciale;
caracterul de centru este dat de aglomerarea de cladiri de folosinta comuna sau cu destinatie speciala
aflate in acest perimetru si de plantatia de castani din fata bisericii evanghelice - fostul loc de dans in aer
liber. Centrul grupeaza, pe malul drept, langa bisericd, toate cladirile cu functie spirituala si
administrativa ale comunitatii, pe malul stang fiind grupate cladirile comerciale si industriale.

Strazile longitudinale, paralele intre ele si paralele cu raul, ca si strada transversala au, ca
majoritatea satelor sasesti din zona, traseu rectiliniu, latime intre 8-10 m, rigole nu foarte adanci si
trotuare late; in portiunile unde se pastreaza inca dimensiunile medievale, ex. extremitatea vestica a
Tlrkgasse, trotuarele au aproape 10 m. Pe Tirkgasse, Niedergasse, Obergasse sunt pastrate resturi ale
fostelor plantatii de pomi aflate de-a lungul rigolelor. In zona centrald, 1angd fosta I8ptérie, sunt pastrati
cativa stalpi metalici ai primei retele de electricitate din comuna (1909).

Cu exceptia Neugasse, care pana la sfarsitul sec. XIX, cand a fost deschisa straduta intre numerele
132 si 170, nu avea comunicatie cu restul localitatii decat prin Mihlgasse, celelalte ulite aveau
comunicatie intre ele si cu centrul prin stradute de legatura, inguste, cu fronturile formate din laturile
lungi ale gospodariilor.

Casa este asezata in limita la strada a parcelei, de regula cu latura ingusta la strada, doua ferestre
la fatada si acoperis in doua ape, cu pinion. Cele mai vechi locuinte identificate in localitate dateaza de la
mijlocul sec. XVIII. Cele mai vechi case sunt la nr. 577 - 1754 (Hintergasse) si 66 — 1753 (Obergasse).
Este de remarcat, de asemenea, frontul estic al Hintergasse, incepand inca de la limita sa istorica dinspre
nord, deoarece acest front este, pe aproape toata lungimea sa (nr. 547-577), datat sau databil 2/2 si in
special 4/4 sec. XVIII, acest fenomen fiind mai rar intalnit in zona: nr. 548 si 549-datate 1777, 554-
datata 1765, 569-datata 1781 (singura locuinta cu incaperi boltite), 570-1758, 576 - 1788, 577 - 1754,
578 - 1758. Pana spre cel de-al patrulea sfert al sec. XIX casele obisnuite din localitate aveau doua

incdperi in fild: incdperea focului si o incdpere de locuit. Incéperile aveau plafoane din grinzi aparente; a



fost identificata o singura locuinta cu incaperi boltite - cea de la nr. 569. Planul locuintelor a evoluat de la
doud la trei incdperi in fild, cu acces comandat prin cea mediand, pe la sfarsitul sec. XIX. in aceeasi
perioada a fost documentata in localitate aparitia pridvorului dezvoltat, partial, decrosat sau tip ,portic”,
cu soclu de zid si stalpi din lemn. Marimea pridvorului, grosimea si modul de fasonare al stélpilor variau
in functie de starea sociala a proprietarului. Pridvoarele cele mai dezvoltate, intalnite in zona centrala, au
stalpi grosi, strunjiti, galbati, ex. casa nr. 44. Pivnita partiala, numai sub incaperea de locuit, domina
pana spre 1830. incd de timpuriu pivnitele erau acoperite cu bolti din cdrdmidd, in timpul inventarierii
fiind identificate doar cateva locuinte anterioare anilor 1775-1780 care pastrau pivnite cu plafoane de
grinzi aparente. Pana spre mijlocul sec. XIX au fost folosite boltile semicilindrice, rareori bolti
semicilindrice cu lunete. Caracteristica pentru localitate este aparitia timpurie (cca. 1850) a botisoarelor
pe arce dublouri, ex. casa de la nr. 44, in timp ce botisoarele pe grinzi metalice apar pe la sfarsitul sec.
XIX, iar plafoanele din beton pe la 1920-1930. Materialul de constructie folosit preponderent a fost
caramida, cu liant de pamant sau mortar de var. Piatra a fost putin folosita, in special la fundatii si
socluri. Regimul traditional de inadltime este diferit de al multor sate sasesti din Tara Barsei. Pana spre
1860-1870, din cauza apei freatice situata la adancime, casele aveau pivnite adanci, semnalate doar de o
mica rasuflatoare in axul fatadei, si aspect de parter. Dupa 1860-1870 au aparut din ce in ce mai multe
locuinte cu pivnita inalta. Pe la mijlocul sec. XIX in zona centrala a localitatii a aparut un tip de locuinta
dezvoltata, cu doua niveluri si plan compact. Influenta arhitecturii din satele din jur a facut sa existe si
exemplare, nu foarte numeroase, de case cu bucataria la nivelul solului si camera pe pivnita situata la
nivelul solului. D.p.d.v. al evolutiei formelor si decoratiilor, mentionam urmatoarele: pinionul este
triunghiular pana spre mijlocul sec. XIX si turtit dupa aceasta perioada. Lucarnele pinionului,
dreptunghiulare, erau in numar de trei pana spre sf. sec. XVIII-inc. sec. XIX, dupa aceasta data numai
doua. Decoratia era initial concentrata pe pinion si consta din motive vegetale incizate; acest tip de
decoratie a fost folosita pana spre mijlocul sec. XIX, dupa aceasta data fiind folosita decoratia profilata in
tencuiald, de influentd urbanad. Incepand cu 1870 si in special la sf. sec. XIX, s-a generalizat decoratia
eclectica, intalnita in special la locuintele elitelor, situate in zona centrald. Extinderea spatiului locuibil a
fost facuta in special prin adaugarea de incaperi in fila. O modalitate de extindere a spatiului locuibil
specifica localitatii, aparuta la sfarsitul sec. XIX-inc. sec. XX, a fost construirea de incaperi de locuit
deasupra grajdurilor. Folosita initial pentru adapostirea muncitorilor sezonieri, aceasta metoda s-a

generalizat dupa 1950.



Gospoddria este organizatd, de reguld, in unghi drept. In fil§ cu locuinta sunt asezate casa
batranilor, incaperea cuptorului/bucataria de vara, sopul, grajdurile, pe latura de fund a curtii fiind
amplasatd sura mare de zid. in formele primitive incdperea cuptorului nu avea ferestre ci numai o usa
larga, cu doua canaturi, pentru ca mai apoi sa fie amenajata ca bucatarie de vara sau bucatarie de vara,
cu spatiu locuibil. Grajdurile aveau multiple compartimente, pentru diferitele categorii de animale. Pana
spre 1870-1880 grajdurile erau scunde, cu acoperis inalt, cu lucarna pentru fan. Dupa aceasta data sunt
din ce In ce mai frecvente grajdurile cu doua niveluri, nivelul superior fiind folosit ca depozit sau fiind
amenajat ca spatiu locuibil. Grajdurile de la sf. sec. XIX-inc. sec. XX au stresini foarte late, sustinute de
contravantuiri oblice, profilate. In cazuri mai rare grajdurile pentru bivolite erau amplasate pe latura
opusa grajdurilor pentru bovine si cai si aveau pereti din lemn. Initial fatadele grajdurilor nu erau
decorate, Insa, cu cat ne apropiem de perioada interbelica, decoratia fatadei la curte a casei tinde sa se
extinda, in forme simplificate, si asupra fatadei grajdurilor (lesene, ancadramente profilate sau
ancadramente din caramida aparenta). Sura este din zid, numai gospodariile mai modeste avand suri din
lemn. Pana spre sfarsitul sec. XIX surile erau largi si mai scunde, cu acoperis cu doua ape si pinioane
turtite; surile construite dupa aceasta data sunt mai inguste si mai inalte, cu acoperis cu pinioane
triunghiulare. In perioada interbelicd au aparut surile cu decrosuri laterale. Pe la inceputul sec. XX, pe
gospodariei opusa grajdurilor au aparut magazii din scdndura scunde, cu acoperis in pupitru. Dupa
demolarea incintei fortificate a bisericii evanghelice in gospodarii au aparut mici camari ale slaninii,
amenajate in coltul parcelei opus casei, adosate gardului inalt, de zid. Un element rar, prezent numai in
gospodariile dezvoltate si neidentificat in alte sate din zona, este chioscul. Acesta era fie o terasa cu
parapet si stalpi din lemn, situata langa bucataria de vara, fie un edicul octogonal cu acoperis piramidal si
steag de vant, asezat in mijlocul parcelei.

Ca si in alte sate din Tara Barsei, se constata existenta unui tip de casa specific locuitorilor cu o
stare economica superioara mediei, caracterizata prin indltime si planurile mai dezvoltate ca dimensiuni
si, in epocile mai recente, prin numarul de incaperi. Cea mai veche casa de acest tip se afla la nr. 124,
fiind datata 1840. Cele mai numeroase se afla in zona centralda - pe Obergasse, Mihlgasse, Tlrkgasse si
dateaza de la sf. sec. XIX-inc. sec. XX. Majoritatea locuintelor inventariate dateaza din intervalul-mijlocul
sec. XIX-inc. sec. XX. In ceea ce priveste anexele, una din cele mai vechi identificate in localitate este
sopul, datat 1839, al gospodariei nr. 12, sau cel datat 1834 de la nr. 234. una din cele mai vechi suri

este cea din gospodaria de la nr. 111, datata 1854.



Un exemplar mai rar intalnit de spatiu de folosinta publica este ,curtea masinilor”, in care fiecare
vecinatate tinea masinile de treierat si celelalte masini proprietate comuna.

Cartierul roméanesc are principalele cladiri de folosinta publica dispuse pe toata lungimea ulitei celei
mai importante a acestuia - Ulita Bisericii Romane. La limita intre cartierul sasesc si romanesc este
dispusa Biserica Ortodoxa, datata 1791, este tipica pentru bisericile ortodoxe de la sf. sec. XVIII din Tara
Barsei atat dpdv. al categoriei sociale a ctitorilor, cat si ca plan, silueta, datare, stilul picturii murale. La
extremitatea ulitei, pe un teren apartinand bisericii, a fost construita in 1934, scoala de stat cu locuinta
pentru invatator, care domina, prin volumetrie, imaginea ulitei. La jumatatea distantei intre aceste doua
cladiri se afla alte doua cladiri de folosintd publica - scoala confesionala ortodoxa si casa parohiala
ortodoxa.

Scoala confesionald ortodoxa este una din cele mai vechi scoli confesionale ortodoxe din zona.
Casa parohiala ortodoxa, datata 1852, una din cele mai vechi case ale cartierului, a fost mult
modernizata. Sala comunald, de la nr. 458, situata in cartierul sasesc, documenteazd momentul in care
comunitatii romanesti incep sa-i fie recunoscute drepturile. Gospodariile cartierului romanesc nu se
deosebesc ca mod de organizare de cele ale cartierului sasesc, toate elementele componente fiind, insa,
mai reduse ca dimensiuni, datorita nu numai situatiei economice diferite ci si dimensiunilor reduse ale
parcelelor. Locuintele nu se deosebesc nici ca pozitie in cadrul parcelei, nici ca dimensiuni, decoratie, de
cele medii si modeste ale cartierului sasesc. Asa cum am spus, cea mai veche locuinta a cartierului
romanesc este casa parohiala ortodoxa, celelalte case ale cartierului datand de pe la sf. sec. XIX-inc. sec.
XX - epoca de maxima dezvoltare a asezarii. Poate fi observata o anumita stratificare sociald, casele mai
modeste ale cartierului romanesc fiind asezate pe ulita ,Prin Romani”, sau ,Sirul Vaii”. Prin traditie, pana
prin anii ‘50 ai sec. XX In cartierul romanesc mai existau case de lemn.

Ca urmare a inventarierii satului Halchiu am constatat ca:

e Localitatea pastreaza in stare originara reteaua medievala de ulite si aspectul unui sat inchis,
compact, dezvoltat de-a lungul unei retele regulate de ulite

e Pastreaza autenticitatea modului de organizare pe cartiere tipica unei localitati de colonizare
saseasca din Transilvania. Aspectul istoric al cartierelor nu este radical modificat

e pastreaza substanta istorica 2/2 sec. XVIII-sec. XIX, in stare originara, combinata cu autenticitatea
decoratiei fatadelor, ca si un numar de case specifice pentru diverse epoci si categorii sociale din

zona, din perioada istorica;



o fata de alte localitati similare, pastreaza un numar sporit de cladiri de folosinta comuna sau cu
destinatie specialda, evocand modul de organizare al unei comunitati etnice si religioase in curs de
disparitie;

e Pastreaza, fata de alte sate similare din Tara Barsei, un numar sporit de cladiri semnificative
pentru dezvoltarea tehnicii si industriei;

e Pe teritoriul localitatii pastreaza inca urme ale evolutiei agriculturii de-a lungul evului mediu si al
epocii moderne - reteaua de canale pentru drenarea pamantului arabil si pentru imbunatatirea
calitatii acestuia, sau exemplare care documenteaza aparitia unei agriculturi de tip semiindustrial,
ex. crescatoria intensiva de porci.

Deci, datorita pastrarii caracteristicilor arhitecturale, planimetrice, urbanistice ca si a conservarii in
stare originara a principalelor cladiri de folosinta comuna, si a celor cu destinatie speciala ale localitatii,
datorita densitatii cladirilor cu substanta istorica bine pastrata si cu datare atestata de inscrierea pe

obiect, satul Halchiu merita pastrat ca zona cu valoare de monument istoric.
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! In 1701 satul avea doar 318 iugére cadastrale pdmant arabil, aproape toatd partea de nord si nord-vest a

teritoriului fiind ocupatd de mlastini. Inca de la sfarsitul sec. XVIII au inceput s3 fie executate lucréri de imbun&tatiri
funciare — desecari, fertilizari ale solului, parti ale canalelor de desecare existand inca in extravilanul localitatii
actuale. Lucrarile de imbunatatiri funciare au facut ca pana in 1883 suprafata terenului agricol sa creasca de 10 ori
- 3365 iugare. Valoarea geptelului situa , in acelasi an, localitatea Halchiu pe locul 10 dintre cele 227 localitati
sasesti din Transilvania. In 1930, ca urmare a desecarilor suprafata agricola atinsese 4485 iugare. Extinderile
succesive ale suprafetelor agricole au fost insotite de perioade de dezvoltare economica si constructiva.

2 In 1796 in localitate exista breasla tesatorilor, activa pana pe la 1860, iar carausia a fost ocupatia conexa
favorita pana la aparitia cadii ferate.



3 Halciu-o istorie in imagini... p. 9

4 probabil case cu structura de lemn si diferite umpluturi (fachwerk), deoarece lemnul era foarte scump in
localitate

a distrus aproape 2 din localitate

au scapat numai 17 gospodarii

a ars toata localitatea
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Rural patrimony

THE IMPORTANCE OF PATRIMONY INVENTORY FOR DESIGNING A DURABLE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE RURAL LOCALITIES. CASE STUDY- HALCHIU VILLAGE, BRASOV COUNTY

Aurelian STROE, Adriana STROE*

Abstract: The inventory of the built patrimony in a locality may help formulating the prerequisites of the
durable development, which implies the balance between the desired social and economic development
forms and the elements of the existing capital. In order to state policies of durable development, norms
and regulations of city planning and landscaping, certain locality cards need to be filled out — and the
work herein is a summary of this kind. The locality card of Halchiu village, Brasov County, includes data
regarding cartography, historical facts, type of location and evolution, the age of buildings and

conclusions about the locality durable development.

Key words: built patrimony, durable development, Halchiu village

To provide the durable development of a locality, it is imperative to create a balance
between the desired social and economic development forms and the elements of the existent capital,
where the historical built patrimony can be included. This type of patrimony comprises not only the
historical monuments but also the totality of those buildings, urban structures, etc. that are set apart by
their importance in the locality history. And to become familiar with that patrimony, there is a need to
analyze all the components of the built patrimony of that locality (piece by piece), drafting their
observation sheets and a synthesis - locality card, with an ampler content that the historic locality card
mentioned by the city planning methodologies. This type of locality card gives important information for
defining the strategies of durable development of the locality under study and for compiling the urbanism
and land planning norms and regulations, for preserving and capitalizing on that locality (for instance,
that locality history focusing on those events that have shaped it), data regarding the urbanistic
evolution and of the built stock and their features, the critical presentation of the references and

iconographic sources, the identification of the built patrimony values and suggestions regarding the



elements in need for protection. The paper herein will present, in a condensed version, the locality card
of Halchiu village in the county of Brasov.

Topography, a natural space

The locality, situated in the Tara Barsei depression, 15 km to Brasov and 10 km to Codlea, is one
of the poles of cold (along with Bod, the next village) in this area - this characteristic strongly influences
the villagers life here, from the plants that could have been planted, animals that could have been bred,
to construction materials.

The village is crossed, south-north bound, by a canal called Neugraben-Vulcanita, built in the 15th
century for the grain mill in the locality. The clay-like soil, deforested since the 15-16th centuries and
deep phreatic waters have made the inhabitants use the bricks early in time and build deep cellars, which
explains why the houses are not so high. The village urbanistic structure is given by Vulcanita, as the
main roads are parallel with it. The agricultural soil was of a low quality, in comparison with the
neighboring localities!. This situation has compelled the people there to start doing some land
improvements (since the beginning of the 18th century) - drainings, soil fertilizations, thus changing the
landscape - and look for alternative professions: crafts, carting,” etc. All these have contributed to the
inventive spirit and the ability to accept novelties for the Halchiu inhabitants.

Background

Halchiu is a multi-ethnic site (Romanians, Saxons of Transylvania, Romanis), situated in the
former site of Saxon colonization area in Tara Barsei. There were found traces of living from the Bronze
Era and Roman coins, but its history starts in the Middle Ages. Halchiu is attested in the official
documents in 1377 and considered a secondary colonization site (by tradition, most of the inhabitants
were coming from

Codlea and Feldioara). The tradition still preserves the name of the village ,founder’ — Haldebotschi
(Hiltwin) — whose ,portrait’ constitutes the village coat of arms.

Some important events will be mentioned below, as shown in the references or inventory,

regarding the village evolution, and which have had a great influence on it:



Sec. XIII - the building of an early gothic church - a proof for the existence of the locality at
that time. The church was rebuilt at the beginning of the 15 century and surrounded by a fortified
area, doubled by an exterior yard in the middle of the 16th century. The church fortification has
influenced the Halchiu structure, as the roads network needed to provide the quick access of
villagers to the fortification; around it, a non-built area had to be maintained, for defense
purposes; this area was occupied in the latter half of the 18th century, when the fortification
proved useless. In 1802, a part of the church collapsed because of the earthquake and replaced
with the present one. The inside was demolished, in stages, during the latter half of the 19th

century.

1424 - the Vulcanita canal was built, and it became the main development axle of the
locality.

1510 - the locality had circa 100 households... a village clerk, a teacher....> The first nominal
list of the taxpayers in 1526, shows that all the inhabitants were Saxons of Transylvania. In 1711,
the first families of Romanians were documented (8). In 1833, there were 377 Saxon households,
66 Romanian and 20 Romanis. In 1857, there were 475 total, in 1880 - 485 houses, in 1899 -
411 Saxon houses and 99 Romanian. In 1900, there were 530 brick houses and 66 wooden
houses*. In 1910, the number of brick houses has risen to 625. In 1966 - 982 houses and in 1971
- 1171 of households.

1523 - the first large fire (in a long series of them), recorded in the official documents. The
most harmful fires were in 1586°, 1632° 1688’. The latest general fire occurred in April 1817,
when almost the entire locality burned down (238 households). These fires, devastating for large
parts of the locality as they happened until the beginning of the modern era, plus the habit of
burning down the houses of the families dying during epidemic times - they would be the reason
that explains the small number of houses before 1800 or even 1830.

1729 - the gunpowder cooker is mentioned, which meant an important source of income for
the community and it contributed to the loss of the old constructions as their remainders were

used as a raw material for gunpowder.



1791 - as a consequence of the Tolerance Edict, the Orthodox Church could be built, and
after the Concivilitate Edict, the Romanian district was able to expand and build whatever needed
for its functioning: confessional school (1875), public hall, etc.

1796 - the number of weaver craftsmen in Halchiu was enough for them to found their own
guild.

1861 - Vulcanitei regulation

1880-1885 - the regulation of streets, arrangement of the gutters. After the regulation
process, there was allowed to expand the houses by occupying the very wide sidewalks (8-10 m) -
thus, the image and routes of the medieval roads were affected.

1885 - the opening of the Halchiu postal office

1888 - sugar cane started to be cultivated and, shortly, turned into the main income source
of the inhabitants.

1894 - During the Fusion period, ample works of drainings were done and helped extend the
site agricultural territory. There occurred forms of association for the inhabitants, both in
agriculture and breeding pedigree animals. The economic evolution has triggered the same in
construction. About half of the inventoried houses belong to the 19-20th centuries, for the
annexes - stables, barns, coops that were built following models suggested by the agricultural
schools - their percentage was higher, giving the impression of a developed agriculture, of a semi-
industrial level.

1895 - the demolition of the Evangelical Church fortification and occupying the free space
with constructions of public interest (the new school, public hall, etc) which changed the lanscape
of the locality center. The almost urban face of the locality was completed by building, in 1905, of
the country inn with casino by the Vulcanita Bridge. Another change was in demolition of the
fortified site and disappearance of the cellars — but every household built a pantry room to keep
the lard bacon.

1908 - the Electrical Factory was built

1909 - the Public Bath House was built

1930 - there were 79 factories in Halchiu

1934-1935 - after the Great Union, the State Romanian School was built



- 1945-1946 - the expropriation of the Saxons lands and households, along with the coming
of colonists from various areas, with a different living civilization. In over 10 years, starting with
1956, the households were given back, the colonists were put in possession of land (their district
were eastwards, an extension of the locality).

- 1945-1950 - the GAS and GAC were founded, thus changing the locality image by
abandoning the agricultural annexes in the households, while a part of them turned into habitable
spaces.

- 1965-1970 - building blocks in the vicinity of the Evangelical Church and on the site of
former tithing penthouses has modified the historic center of locality.

- 1990 - the Saxon population exodus is completed (started in the 70’s). The change of the
houses owners lead to modifications of their exterior look.

Type of site and locality evolution. The age of constructions

Halchiu is a site closed in nature, developed along a regular network of roads, north-south bound,
parallel with the Vulcanita valley. There is an only one transversal road that marks, where Vulcanita
crosses, the village centre of gravity is — the place where there is a higher concentration of public interest
buildings or with a special purpose (church, city hall, school, public hall, etc). This is where all the village
roads intersect one another. Save for this bridge and some new bridges, built on the outskirts, the
communication between the two halves of the village is done by foot bridges.

The image of the village is of a compact site, wide roads, bordered by shallow ditches and
sidewalks that sometimes keep the 6-10 m-width, except for Ulita Noi-Neugasse and the Romanian
district. The houses, with a rectangular plan and short side facing the street and looking like ground-
floor, are built in a continuous front. The facades have simple decorations, mostly around the windows
and on the flat pinion, excepting for the central area where the houses have two stories and rich, eclectic
decoration.

As any multi-ethnic and pluri-religious village in the former area of Saxon colonization in
Transylvania, Halchiu was organized, until the 70’s in the 20th century, into ethnical and religious
districts. The Saxons were covering most of the village, except for ,Biserica Romana’ and ,Prin Romani’

roads, for the Romanian district; Romanis were living in the western end of the ,Prin Romani’ road.



The first documentary mentions about the Halchiu urbanistic structure dates from the latter half of
the 16th century; there were Mihlgasse, with 25 houses and Tlrkgasse, with 83, Hintergasse shows in
the 19th century, and the last one is Neugasse, followed by the Romanian neighborhood roads.

On the Military Josephine map (The Jopsephine Cartographhic department), drawn between 1769
and 1772, Halchiul has the structure of a present village (in its nucleus), excepting the Neugasse road
and of the Romanian district roads. On the Francesco Josephine map, at the end of 19th century, there
were mentioned all the streets of the historic locality, and the Eugen Zako plan in 1906 was the closest
to the image at the end of the 20th century, save for the colonists’ district.

From the point of view of occupying the lots, the Josephine cartographic documents record
households with two houses, located on the long sides of wide lots and an annex, in the back of the yard,
while all the other maps and plans register narrow and long lots, with only one house.

As a result of the inventory, we have noticed that the lots sides are approximately equal in the
historic area of the village — the Saxon district: circa 15-20 m and depth in dependence of topographical
factors, the Romanian district: circa 10-15 m, small depth, with small lots where the annexes barely fit,
as the yards do not have gardens. The historic surface of the locality has stayed the same until the first
half of the 20th century. After 1960, when the Saxons came back to their properties, the colonists here
were given construction lots in the east — 11 Iunie and Tudor Vladimirescu roads. At the same time, at
the northern end of Biserica Romana road, in the former garden of the state school, 15 households were
built; in the northern end of Niedergasse, circa 10 households, in the end of Mihlgasse, in the former

canal of Morii, there were five and at the north and south ends of Hintergasse, 5-6 households.

From the perspective of urbanistic evolution of the village and after the inventory, we have noticed
the following:

o the space around the fortification had been occupied in the middle of the 18th century, for
ex the house at nr. 9, dated 1768 and house nr. 465, dated 1761.
o The historical limits of the Saxon district, documented in the inventory, coincide with its

modern limits. Thus, at the end of 18th century, Obergasse almost had its size, where the house

nr. 31 (located towards the southern end) is dated 1799; the same for Mihlgasse, where the



houses 106 and 107, at the end of it, are dated 1793; the oldest house on Neugasse, 169, at the
end of it, is dated 1802 and the present limit of Tlrkgasse - house nr. 206 - is dated 1795: even
Niedergasse, later shaped due to the swamps in the area, has dwellings in its northern end that
are dated at the end of 18th and first quarter of 19th century; nr 398 from 1790 and 442 in 1826.
The east side of Hintergasse has compact areas with houses dated in the 17th century (548-549 in
1777, 578 in 1758). Along with reaching the locality limits, as said before, the area around the

fortified church has been also covered.

The important buildings of the Saxon district are grouped around the Evangelical Church, in the
center of locality, close to the Vulcanita- Neugraben Bridge. The silhouette of the church, similar with the
Biserica Neagra in Brasov, is a significant element in the overall image. The Church, built at the
beginning of the 19th century, is a tall building, with no precise architectural style, which preserves only
the steeple tower and the western portal from the previous churches. The Church is surrounded by
buildings that are meant for administration, education and pastime activities: schools, kindergartens,
gym, public hall, an inn with a casino and library (at numbers 469, 470, 471, 2 and 8), city hall (at nr 1).
These buildings are different from others, both by their ample volume and location to the street, as well
as the eclectic carefully performed decoration. Two of them - the old boys’ school 1820 and the city hall
1848 - are among the oldest buildings in that geographical area.

There are also two other important buildings in the vicinity of the church: the preacher’s house,
the notary’s house, the houses of teachers and the parochial house are different from the usual buildings
by size and decorations.

The officers’ barracks and house at nr 197 and 196, at the western end of the locality, built in
1862 by the community contributing and expanded in 1902, are the largest buildings of this type in a
rural locality in Tara Barsei and preserves very well the old decoration.

A novelty in the rural space is the former hotel, including a bank headquarters and a restaurant at
nr 124, built in 1937, reminds of the balneary architecture of the era, by simpler facades and the attic
windows ledges.

The public stables, a landmark of the Saxon villages, are near the center, at nr 20. The
intendant’s house, dated 1775, is no different from the common houses in the locality, and the stables,

whose shape had been influenced by the School of Agriculture in Feldioara, are similar to those in the



richer households in the village. The postal office, at nr 10, built at the end of 10th century, looks like an
urban store, and the former dairy - a simple, ground floor building - is visible as it is located in the
middle of a large free space, by the bridge and the inn.

The other buildings of public use or with a special purpose in the neighborhood are situated
towards its outskirts:

- the small grain mill, dated 1905, is towards south, beside the big mill, replaced by a belt

making factory in 1920;

- the slaughterhouse, built in 1910, is in the north, at nr 410;
- the new mill and the electrical factory, built at around 1909, with the extension in 1926 and

1941, are still situated towards north, outside the village.

The industrial spaces, located either on the outskirts, as the malt drying factory at nr. 42-43, the
belt making factory at 52, or in the center - the deli factory at nr. 224. The malt drying factory is
different by its nucleus of social architecture. The deli factory has a special impact on the image of the
locality center by the Art Deco decoration. The pig breeding farm - a parallelepiped building, with a false
brick look, which preserves a part of the interior installations, reflects the development level of animal
breeding in Halchiu.

All these buildings influence the image of the locality by the same amplitude of the volumes that is
specific to the representative buildings of the village, doubled by the neat decoration of such buildings,
with a practical finality. For the belt-making factory, it is worthwhile mentioning the co-existence of the
factory and of the owner’s house within the same lot — one of the very few buildings villa type in the rural
part of Tara Barsei.

The buildings with a special purpose, mostly the commercial ones, are concentrated in the central
area and in Turkgasse. Unlike the similar spaces in the rural environment, functioning with minimum
arrangements, such spaces in Halchiu are rather close to the ones in the urban area.

There are only a few traces of the craftsmen workshops: for the weaver shops, the only sign is the
shuttle engraved in the house pinion at nr 169, built in 1802; the Th. Wagner tanner’s pools at nr 398
are clogged and covered in weeds; the pastry at nr 466 only kept the ovens in the basement.

The spaces of public use or with a special purpose, similar to the community buildings, prove the
same quick assimilation of the urban influences or modern ideas, specific to the village. For instance, the

graveyard, moved on the current site in 1831, is typical for the Evangelical crypts in the more developed



villages in Tara Barsei, plus that it has a chapel of an urban influence. Other two spaces that exceed, by
size and organization, similar arrangements in the neighboring villages, are the swimming place, built in
1909 and the sport field and the park around it (1931). The two spaces, forming an ensemble, are in the
south-eastern part of the locality, making a green area in this space lacking tall vegetation. There are
still visible the main alley and paths of the secondary ones, the swimming place and a part of the wooden
chalets.

The village never had a market in itself; the place marked as such in the E.Zako 1906 plan was
calmost on the inn site. The present center of village has no special features; rather, the name of
‘center’ is given by the crowdiness of buildings of common use or with a special purpose in this perimeter
and by the chestnut trees plantation in front of the Evangelical church - the former dancing area in the
open. The Center groups, on the right shore, next to the church, all the buildings with a spiritual and

administrative function of the community; the left shore hosts all the commercial and industrial ones.

The longitudinal streets, parallel among them and with the river, have (like most Saxon villages in
the area), a straight direction, a 8-10 meter width, not very deep ditches and wide sidewalks; the
sidewalks have 10 m in width where the medieval sizes are preserved (at the western end of Turkgasse).
In Tudrkgasse, Niedergasse, Obergasse, remains of the former tree plantations are kept along the ditches.
In the central area, by the former dairy farm, there are a few metallic pillars of the first electricity
network in the village (1909).

Except for Neugasse, which did not have communication with the rest of the village but by
Mihlgasse until the end of the 19th century when the road stretching between 132 and 170 was opened,
the others were able to communicate with the center via secondary roads, narrow, with one side
common with the households.

The house is located right at the lot street limit (the narrow side), two windows on the facade and
a roof in partial sides, with a pinion. The oldest buildings identified date back in the middle of the 18th
century. The oldest houses were at humbers 577-1754 (Hintergasse) and 66-1753 (Obergasse). It is
worthwhile mentioning the Hintergasse eastern front, starting from its historic northern limit - this front
is dated or datable 2/2 and 4/4 mainly in the 18th century (for all its length, 547-577) - quite rare for



that area: nr. 548 and 549 date 1777, 577-1754, 578-1758. Until the fourth quarter of the 19th
century, the regular houses in the village used to have to rooms in a row: the fire making and the living
ones. The rooms had ceilings of fake beams; there was only one house identified with arched ceiling -
nr. 569.

At the end of the 19th century, the houses floor plan went from three rooms in a row, with access
through the median one. At the same time, the enhanced porch, partial, unhooked or portico-like, with
wall pedestal and wooden pillars. The size of the porch, thickness and shape of the pillar were different
in dependence with the owner’s social status. The most enhanced porches, in the central area, have
thick, fashioned pillars (house nr 44). The partial basement, only beneath the living room, will be
dominant until the 1830’s. Since very early in time, the basements were covered in brick arches -
during inventory, there were just a few buildings identified as having been built before 1775-1780,
keeping the basements with fake beam ceilings. Until the middle of the 19th century, semi-cylindrical
arches were used and very rarely semi-cylindrical arches with stays. What is specific to the village is the
early emergence (cca 1850) of the cross Springer stays (house nr 44), while the bolts on metallic beams
will come at the end of the 19th century and the concrete ceilings at 1920-1930. The construction
material used was the brick, with soil or lime mortar as binding materials. The stone was very little used,
mainly for foundations and pedestals. The traditional height differs from many of other Saxon villages in
Tara Barsei. Until 1860-1870, due to the very deep phreatic water, the houses also had deep
basements, marked by a small hole in the facade axle and their height as one-storey buildings. After
1860-1870, there were more and more buildings with tall basement. At around the middle of the 19th
century, a new type of developed house, with two storeys and a compact plan. The influence of the
architecture in the neighboring villages was in the fact that the houses had the kitchens at the ground
level and so was the room above the basement. From the ppoint of view of forms and decorations, we
mention the following: the pinion has a triangle shape until the middle of the 19th century and flat
afterwards. The skylights of the pinion, rectangular in shape, were in a number of three until the 18-
19th centuries (two, afterwards). The decoration was firstly concentrated on the pinion and consisted in
vegetal engraved motives; this type of decoration was used until the middle of the 19th century; after
that, the decoration was shaped in the plaster, of an urban influence. Starting with 1870, and mainly at
the end of the 19th century, the eclectic decoration became general, especially for the elite houses, in

the central area. The extension of the habitable space was done by adding rooms in a row. Another way



(at the end of 19th - beginning of 20th) was to build rooms above the stables. An initial shelter for the
seasonal workers, this method generalized after 1950.

The household is usually organized in right corners. In the same row with the house, there are the
house of the elders, the summer oven room, penthouse, stables — and the big wall-built penthouse is in
the backyard. As for the earliest forms, the oven room did not have any windows, but only a large
door,with two folds - later on, the summer kitchen added habitable space. The stables had multiple
compartments, for different categories of animals. Until 1870-1880, the stables were short, with tall roof
and skylight for hay. After this date, the two-storey stables are more and more frequent, where the
superior storey was used as a warehouse or a habitable space.

The stables at 19-20th centuries have very wide eaves, supported by angled, graded wind braces.
For rarer cases, the stables for female buffaloes were located on the opposite side of the stables for
bovines and horses and had wooden walls. At first, the facades of the stables were not decorated —-as we
get close to the inter-war period, the yard facade tends to extend, in simpler forms, onto the stables
facades (drawings, shaped doorway or doorways of fake brick). The penthouse is made of wall, and only
the more modest households had wooden ones. Until the end of the 19th century, the penthouses were
larger and shorter, with a roof with partial sides and flat pinions; the penthouses built afterwards are
narrower and taller, with a roof with triangular pinions.

During the inter-war period, the lateral descendent barns. Around the beginning of the 20th
century, there emerged the short plunk warehouses (on the opposite side of stables) with a descendent
roof. After demolishing the fortified yard of the Evangelical church, there were seen small rooms for lard
keeping, in the opposite corner from the house, leaning against the tall wall-made fence. A rare
element, only present in the developed households and absent in other close villages, was the gazebo.
This was either a terrace with a protective wall and wooden pillars, by the summer kitchen, or a
octagonal kiosk with a pyramid-like roof and a flag on top, located in the middle of the yard.

As in other villages in Tara Barsei, we notice a type of house that is specific to the above-average
inhabitants, different in height and larger floor plans - in recent times, the number of rooms. The oldest
house like this is at nr 124, dated 1840. The most of them are in the central area - in Obergasse,
Mihlgasse, Turkgasse and date between the end of the 19th century and beginning of the 20th.

Majority of the houses that have been inventoried are dated from middle of the 19th and onset of the



20th. As for the annexes, one of the oldest is the porch, dated 1839, belonging to the household nr 12,
or the one in 1834 at nr 234 - or the one at nr 111, dated in 1854.

An even rarer example of a space of public use is the ,equipment yard’, where each neighborhood
was keeping the threshing machines and the other that were public property.

The Romanian district has its main buildings of public use spread along the entire main road length
- Ulita Bisericii Romane. At the border between the Saxon and the Romanian districts, there is the
Orthodox Church, dated 1791, typical for the Orthodox churches at the end of the 18th century in Tara
Barsei, from the social category of the founders and also the plan, shape, dating, style of the mural
painting. At the end of the street, the state school was built in 1934 on a land belonging to the church -
along with a house for the teacher that dominates the street image by its volume. Half distance between
these two buildings, there are other two, of public use - the Orthodox confessional school and the
Orthodox parochial school.

The former is one of the oldest in that area. The latter, dated 1852, one of the oldest in the
neighborhood, has been updated. The public hall, at nr 458 in the Saxon district, documents the
moment when the Romanian community takes hold of its rights. The Romanian households are no
different from the ones in the Saxon district, in terms of organization, except that the component
elements are smaller, not only because of the economic factors but of the lot sizes. The houses - same
location, decoration as the average and modest in the Saxon district. As said before, the oldest building
in the Romanian district is the Orthodox parochial church, while the others are dated end of 19th and
beginning of 20th - an era of maximum site development. A certain social stratification, as the most
modest houses in the Romanian district were in the ,Prin Romani’, or ,Sirul Vaii’. By tradition, there were
still wooden houses until the 50’s in the 20th century.

As a result of the inventory in Halchiu, we have noticed that:

o the village preserves, in an originary state, the medieval roads network and the look of a
closed village, developed along a regular roads grid.

o It keeps the authenticity of the district-like organization, typical of a Saxon colonization
village in Transylvania. The historic aspect is not totally changed

o It saves the historic substance of the latter half of the 18th - 19th century, in an originary
state, combined with the authenticity of the facades decoration, as well as a nhumber of houses

specific to various epochs and social categories at that time;



o In comparison with similar villages, it still has a great number of buildings of public use or
with a special purpose, thus showing the organization of an extinct ethnical and religious
community;

o There is still a large number of buildings that are significant for the development of
technique and industry, similar with other villages in Tara Barsei;

o The village keeps traces of agriculture evolution during the Middle Ages and modern era -
the network of sewers for draining the agricultural land and for improvement of its quality, or

examples that document the emergence of a semi-industrial agriculture (pig breeding farm).

In a nutshell, we can surely state that the Halchiu village is worth being preserved as a site of
historic significance - thanks to its keeping of the architectural, planning, urbanistic features and
preserving the main buildings of public use in their originary state, the high density of buildings with a

well-defined historic value and dating engraved on them.

ANNEX 1
Map of Halchiu

A - The Orthodox Confessional School (284)

B - The Orthodox Cemetery

C - 'Casa Rece’ (Orthodox Cemetery)

D - Swimming Pool area

E - The Evangelical Cemetery

F - The Chapel of the Evangelical Cemetery

G - The Yard of the Saxon Association on Niedergasse (438-437)

H - The Mayor House (pre-war, 46)

I - Park, sport field

J - A roadside cross in the ‘neighborhood’, on the extension of Romanian Church Street

K- Diary farm
L-293; M- 285
N - 276

O - The ‘small’ mill, with the miller residence
P-318, R - 320

S -325; T-330

U-331; V-333

X =372

1 - City Hall



2 - Saal

8 - Michael Roth Drugstore

42-43 - the former malt dryer house
52 - the former factory of belts making
126 - the Hotel

195 - the former precinct of gendarmes and canteen
248 - The Orthodox Church

270 - The Romanian State School

286 - The Orthodox Parochial House
303 - Wirthaus

303 A - Firefighters

410 - the slaughtering house

458 - The Romanian community hall
469 - The Evangelical School for boys
470 - The Evangelical Kindergarten
471 - The Evangelical School

472 - The Evangelical Church

581 - The Evangelical Parochial House
586- The Mill
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Notes
* National Institute of Patrimony, Bucharest

1 In 1701, the village had only 119 hectars of agricultural land, and almost all the nothern and north-western side
was covered in swamps. Even since the end of the 18th century, works of land improvement have been done -
drainings, soil fertilizations, where parts of the draining sewers are still present on the outside of the present
village. These works have raised the agricultural area 10 times, to 1600 hectars (until 1883). The value of the
livestock was placing Halchiu, in the same year, on the 10th out of 22 Saxon villages in Transylvania. In 1930, as a
result of drainings, the agricultural area had reached 2240 hectars. The successive extensions of the agricultural
areas were accompanied by times of economic and building development.

2 In 1796, the weavers’ guild was present, active until 1860, and the carting was the favorite tangent profession
until the railway emerged.

3 Halchiu- a history in images... p. 9

* houses with wooden structures and various fillings (fachwerk), as wood was very expensive in the village

> it ruined almost 2 in the village

® only 17 households were left standing

’ the entire village burned down



DOCUMENTELE CARTOGRAFICE.
Instrument de lucru pentru studiul ansamblurilor nobiliare rurale
construite in Tara Romaneasca pe parcursul Evului Mediu

Lector univ. drd. arh. Ioana - Maria PETRESCU*
Lector univ. drd. arh. Bogdan STANCIU*

Rezumat: Disparitia partiala sau totala a multora dintre resedintele nobiliare din Valahia constituie un
impediment in cercetarea acestui program de arhitectura. Documentele cartografice, ca instrument de
lucru in cercetarea problematicii resedintelor nobiliare din TJTara Romdaneasca, ar putea constitui, prin
reliefarea diferitelor tipuri arhitecturale cunoscute, punctul de plecare pentru alcatuirea unei harti complete
a curtilor boieresti medievale. Prin procedeul sus mentionat s-ar aduce completari studiilor deja existente
referitoare la nucleul constitutiv al ansamblurilor formate din conac + biserica paraclis, prin definirea
relatiilor curtilor nobiliare cu mediul inconjurator, cu satul, cu peisajul, drumurile principale sau cursurile
de apa.

Cuvinte cheie: documente cartografice, ansambluri nobiliare rurale, Tara Roméaneasca, Evul Mediu

Arhitectura curtilor boieresti din Tara Romaneasca si Moldova este un subiect abordat de cercetatori
din diverse domenii. Cu toate acestea, problema ansamblurilor nobiliare din spatiul romanesc
extracarpatic, nu este pe deplin inteleasa. Disparitia partiala sau totalda, a multora dintre resedintele
ridicate, candva, de familiile boieresti, pe mosiile lor, constituie un impediment serios in cunoasterea
acestui program de arhitectura.

Pana in prezent, studiile de specialitate dedicate curtilor boieresti din Valahia, s-au aplecat indeosebi
asupra nucleului constitutiv al acestor ansambluri, format din conac si biserica-paraclis. Care a fost, insa,
relatia curtilor boieresti cu mediul inconjurator, cu satul, cu peisajul, cu drumurile principale si cursurile de
apa? Iata cateva aspecte carora nu li s-a acordat importanta cuvenita, desi ele ar putea aduce un plus de
informatie pentru o mai buna cunoastere a domeniului in cauza.

O cercetare in aceasta directie ar trebui sa inceapa cu analiza documentelor cartografice ale Tarii
Romanesti, redactate incepand cu secolul al XVIII-lea. Dintre hartile cunoscute noua, si posibil de cercetat,
cele mai edificatoare sunt ridicarile topografice militare. Astfel, informatiile grafice furnizate de acestea,
coroborate cu datele din diversele tipuri de izvoare si din literatura de specialitate duc la crearea unei
imagini de ansamblu coerente, cu privire la amplasarea curtilor nobiliare in spatiul geografic valah.

Harta stolnicului Constantin Cantacuzino
Tara Romaneasca a figurat in documente cartografice inca din secolul al XV-lea dar primele
reprezentari realiste ale spatiului valah au fost realizate abia dupa anul 1700, o data cu nasterea



cartografiei stiintifice. In veacul al XVIII-lea, ofiteri aflati in slujba armatelor austriece sau ruse, au
intocmit mai multe harti redand atat cadrul geografic cat si impartirea administrativa a Moldovei si
Valahiei. Desi aceste documente nu sunt intotdeauna complete, unele prezentadnd erori evidente, ele
constituie un material util pentru geografi si istorici dar si pentru alti cercetatori.

Prima harta importanta a Valahiei se datoreaza stolnicului Constantin Cantacuzino. Din cate se pare,
ideea alcatuirii unei harti a Munteniei a inceput sa se contureze in martie 1694, in urma unei intrevederi pe
care acesta a avut-o cu contele Marsigli'. Lucrarea a fost executatd, insd, la rugdmintea lui Ioan Comnen
si Hrisant Notara, prieteni ai stolnicului, ale caror nume figureaza de altminteri si in legenda hartii.
Desenul, realizat probabil in 1698 - 1699, a fost dus si publicat la Padova in anul 1700, cu ajutorul lui
Notara®. Documentul a inceput s& circule in cercurile stiintifice la scurtd vreme dupa tipdrire, unul dintre
primii carturari care s-au folosit de el fiind insusi profesorul lui Dimitrie Cantemir® In 1718, Anton-Maria
del Chiaro introduce in lucrarea sa o reproducere, de dimensiune reduséd, a hartii lui Cantacuzino*. Pentru
mult timp - mai precis pana in decembrie 1927, cand Dimitrie Dimancescu descopera la British Museum
unul dintre exemplarele hartii — opera cartografica a stolnicului nu a fost cunoscuta decat prin intermediul
copiei facute de secretarul domnitorului Brancoveanu®.

Harta lui Costantin Cantacuzino este compusa din patru carouri insumand 132 x 64 cm, pe care sunt
figurate elementele semnificative ale cadrului geografic si politic al Munteniei. Autorul ilustreaza
principalele forme de relief, indica padurile si traseaza cursurile de apa, lacurile si baltile. Alaturi de
acestea, Cantacuzino mentioneaza si ocnele, minereurile de fier, regiunile cu vii renumite precum si
locurile in care existau vestigii arheologice semnificative. De o importanta deosebita sunt informatiile cu
caracter administrativ. Astfel, pe desenul stolnicului sunt aratate hotarele tarii si ale celor 17 judete in care
era impartita Valahia. De asemenea, in harta sunt trecute o parte din localitatile existente la acea data;
autorul a ales, probabil, sd le mentioneze numai pe cele pe care le considera mai importante®.

Printre cele 549 de asezari mentionate in lucrarea cartografica a lui Cantacuzino - la care se mai pot
adduga si 73 de manastiri mari si mici - sunt amintite nu numai orasele si targurile’ ci si satele. Rolul si
importanta localitatilor sunt indicate printr-unul sau mai multe semne grafice, trecute langa numele
acestora. Simbolurile — a caror semnificatie este explicatd in legenda scrisé in greacd si latind® - ne ajutd
sa facem deosebirea intre orasele si targurile obisnuite si cele in care se aflau episcopiile si scaunul
domnesc, intre satele in care existau curti boieresti si cele simple, intre manastirile de calugari si cele de
maici’.

Printre cele 23 localitati insemnate in harta cu simbolul corespunzator oraselor si targurilor, se
numarau si Cernetii*®, Bréncovenii, Gheorghita sau Gherghita si Hodivoaia, decdzute, in cursul secolelor al
XVIII-lea sau al XIX-lea, la nivelul unor simple asezari rurale’. In mod inexplicabil, nu face parte din
aceasta categorie Vélenii de Munte, candva resedinta a judetului Sacuieni sau Saac, al carui teritoriu a fost
impartit intre Prahova si Buzdu'®. Nu stim dacd aceastd eroare este o scapare a stolnicului sau a celor care
au tiparit harta. In privinta satelor, se observd c& 76, din totalul de 526 de asezari rurale mentionate, au
curti boieresti, repartizarea acestora fiind urmatoarea: 11 in Ilfov, 9 in Prahova, cate 7 in Arges si Vlasca,
cate 6 in Dambovita si Romanati, cate 5 in Dolj si Olt, 4 in Mehedinti, cate 3 in Gorj, Ialomita si Buzau,
cate 2 in Valcea, Muscel si RAmnicu Sarat si una singura in Sacuieni. In judetul Teleorman nu este figurata
nici o curte boiereasca.

Comparand harta Cantacuzino cu documentele cartografice de la sfarsitul secolului al XVIII-lea sau
inceputul secolului urmator, observam ca nu toate satele cu resedinte boieresti, figurate de stolnic, se
regasesc si pe acestea din urma. Bratasanii din Romanati, de exemplu, unde isi aveau curtea boierii cu



acelasi nume, dispare de pe harti; pe la 1770, in locul acestui sat apare o asezare rurala numita Sopérlita.
Din documentele cercetate pana in prezent nu am reusit sa aflam daca este vorba despre o simpla
schimbare de nume sau daca Sopérlita, care exista si in prezent, este un sat nou infiintat, in apropierea
sau chiar pe locul vechiului Britdsani*®. Faptul ca in imediata apropiere a Britdsanilor, pe malul raului
Oltet, existd si Schitul Crivina** - construit in vremea lui Matei Basarab si distrus, probabil, in cursul
secolului al XVIII-lea - ne determind sa acordam mai multa atentie ultimei variante. Nu se mai gasesc in
hartile ulterioare lucrarii stolnicului nici satele cu resedinte boieresti de la Zanoaga din Prahova, Obiditi din
Ialomita, Negoesti din Muscel, Greblesti din Arges, Belcin din Dolj sau Buicesti din O/t. Nu avem informatii
daca aceste sate au disparut, pur si simplu, ori si-au schimbat denumirea. Exista si unele asezari care, ca
urmare a modificarii limitelor administrative, au trecut in alt judet. Banuim cd este cazul localitatilor
Ciocdnesti’> si Copdceani'® care la 1700 apartineau de Vlasca sau al satului Mdgureni din Arges’’. Nu
putem sa nu remarcam lipsa catorva curti boieresti pe care astazi le consideram a fi fost importante;
dintre acestea enumerdm resedintele de la Hagiesti, Cotofeni, Bijesti, Piscani, Retevoiesti sau Heresti's.

Documentele cartografice realizate in cursul secolului al XVIII-lea, in special cele redactate de
militarii austrieci in timpul razboaielor din 1768 - 1774 si 1787 - 1791, ofera o cantitate de informatii mai
mare decat harta Munteniei din 1700, lucru care nu diminueaza, insa, importanta operei carturarului
valah'®. Dintre lucrdrile cartografice privitoare la Tara Romaneascd, executate la sfarsitul secolului al
XVIII-lea, consideram ca meritd o atentie deosebitd memoriile lui Bawr, editate in 1778 si harta Specht,
executata in 1790 - 1791. Informatiile furnizate de cele doua documente, indeosebi datele pe care ni le
pune la dispozitie harta Specht, aduc l[amuriri suplimentare in unele domenii de cercetare.

Memoriile generalului Friedrich Wilhelm von Bawr

In timpul rdzboiului ruso - turc din 1768 - 1774, cartograful austriac von Bawr, aflat in slujba
armatei tarului, a fost insarcinat cu ridicarea hartilor Moldovei si Munteniei. Desi nu a putut sa intreprinda
investigatii serioase in toate regiunile celor doud provincii, Bawr s-a straduit sa faca masuratori cat mai
precise si sa obtind informatii corecte?®. Datele culese de cartograf, in timpul sederii sale in Tara
Roméneasca, au fost adunate intr-un volum in limba franceza, intitulat Mémoires Historiques et
Géographiques sur la Valachie avec un Prospectus d’un Atlas Géographique & Militaire de la derniére
Guerre entre la Russie & La Porte Otomanne, publicat in 1778. La sfarsitul lucrarii, autorul prezinta
prospectul unui atlas geografic si militar care ar fi trebuit sa contina 39 de file. Pe primele file din atlas
urma sa fie prezentata harta topografica a Moldovei, continand 6 sectiuni; urmatoarele patru file erau
rezervate Munteniei?!. In anul 1781, la trei ani de la aparitia memoriilor, generalul austriac reuseste s
publice harta Moldovei, la Amsterdam??. Cat despre harta Valahiei, aceasta nu a fost niciodatd executata.

Memoriile istorice si geografice ... cuprind o descriere detaliata a Munteniei si a asezarilor de aici,
multimea informatiilor prezentate de von Bawr suplinind, cu usurinta, lipsa pieselor desenate. Lucrarea
este structurata in cinci capitole la care se adauga si prospectul amintit mai sus. Dupa o foarte scurta
prezentare a intinderii si hotarelor , cartograful austriac incearca sa schiteze o imagine cat mai completa a
tarii. Astfel, in al doilea capitol al lucrdrii, se fac referiri la clima, relief, bogatii ale solului si nu numai,
impartire administrativa, locuitori si meseriile lor, comert si religie. In capitolul al treilea sunt lamurite
aspecte legate de impartirea politica si structura social, iar in cel urmator sunt atinse chestiuni de natura
fiscala si economica. In ceea ce priveste studiul nostru, partea cea mai interesanta a lucrarii este cea care
contine lista asezarilor din Valahia.



In deschiderea capitolului V, avand titlul Denumirea oraselor, targurilor si satelor din Valahia, von
Bawr plaseaza un Avertisment prin care fii indica cititorului care sunt regiunile mai putin studiate: ,Intre
judetele dintre Siret si Olt ne mandrim de a fi marcat, cu cea mai mare exactitate, pozitia tuturor locurilor;
dar in Banatul Craiovei, unde o parte a ramas pe durata intregului razboi sub puterea turcilor, in judetele
unde vicisitudinile razboiului nu au permis efectuarea unor cercetari la fel de exacte, nu s-au urmarit decat
listele si lamuririle puse la dispozitie de Ispravnicii. Ne-am ingrijit ca pe harta sa se poata distinge, cu
ajutorul desenului, care sunt locurile unde nu s-au putut face observatii precise”?. Analizdnd lucrarea
cartografului austriac am observat ca exista lacune serioase nu numai in cele cinci judete ale Olteniei ci si
in Valahia, mai precis in Arges si Muscel. Datele furnizate pentru jumatatea de est a tarii, in schimb, arata
ca regiunile cuprinse intre Ddmbovita,Vlasca si RAmnicu Sarat au fost studiate cu foarte multa atentie.

Lista asezarilor este organizata pe judete, care sunt prezentate in ordine, de la est la vest: Slam
Ribnik, Buseo, Secujeni, Prachowa, Ialowitza, Ilfow, Dembowiza, Wlaska, Teleorman, Mustzelul, Argisch,
Oltul péna in raul Olt si Romanozi, Multza, Dolschi, Gorst si Mehedinza, de cealaltd parte a Oltului**. De
asemenea, sunt mentionate raialele Brailow, Giurgewo si Turno. Pentru a usura urmarirea documentului,
von Bawr nu insira localitatile in ordine alfabetica sau dupa importanta ci le grupeaza, pe cat posibil, in
functie de cursurile raurilor®. Enumerarea oraselor, targurilor si satelor din fiecare judet este precedatd de
o scurta descrierea a unitatii administrative din care fac parte acestea.

Prezentarea localitatilor nu se limiteazd la mentionarea denumirii lor decat in cazul regiunilor in care
accesul cartografului si a celor aflati in subordinea sa a fost restrictionat de ocupatia turca. In ceea ce
priveste celelalte zone ale tarii, acolo unde generalul austriac afirma ca a marcat cu cea mai mare
exactitate pozitia tuturor locurilor, descrierile sunt mai detaliate. Se observa ca in cea mai mare parte a
cazurilor, alaturi de numele satului sau al targului, este indicata existenta bisericilor sau a manastirior, a
caselor boieresti, morilor, iazurilor, raurilor, podurilor, viilor si padurilor din apropiere. In Memoriile ... Iui
von Bawr sunt amintite in jur de 2700 de sate®®, aproape 156 dintre acestea avand resedinte nobiliare.

Situatia prezentata in lucrare nu este concludenta decat pentru o parte a Valahiei; studiind cu
atentie capitolul V, observam ca sunt foarte sumare nu numai datele pentru Oltenia, dar si cele referitoare
la judetele Arges, Muscel si Olt. In acest moment nu putem spune daca lista localitatilor din zonele
amintite este completa; avand in vedere ca, potrivit autorului, datele prezentate au fost culese din acte
oficiale?’, este de presupus cd numarul si denumirile asezérilor reflectd, intr-o bunad masurd, realitatea
epocii. Credem, insa, ca poate fi pusa sub semnul intrebarii, corectitudinea informatiilor suplimentare. Se
precizeaza, de exemplu, ca o parte din satele din Dolj si Mehedinti, in special cele de pe malul Dunarii,
sunt abandonate. Suntem siguri ca principala sursa de documentare pentru acest gen de chestiuni au fost
cartile de ispravnicie. Nu aveam certitudinea, insa, ca actele consultate erau aduse la zi; cu alte cuvinte,
presupunem ca o statistica a satelor abandonate din Dolj si Mehedinti, construita pe lucrarea lui von Bawr,
reflecta, de fapt, o situatie anterioara anului 1770, an in care a fost strans materialul pentru Memoriile
istorice si geografice... .

Trecand in revista satele cu resedinte boieresti, din judetele mentionate mai sus, nu putem sa nu
observam ca numarul lor este foarte mic — mai mic chiar decat cel din harta Cantacuzino. Stolnicul
pomeneste 2 sate cu asezari boieresti in Muscel, 7 in Arges si 5 in Olt; sapte decenii mai tarziu, in lucrarea
cartografului austriac, in Muscel nu este amintita nici o curte boiereascd, in Arges apare doar o curte iar in
Olt 2 curti boieresti. In Oltenia - cu exceptia Valcei unde, la sfarsitul veacului al XVIII-lea apar de trei ori
mai multe curti decat in prima parte a acestuia — situatia este similara. Astfel, la 1770, sunt mentionate
doar 3 asezari rurale cu resedinte nobiliare in Romanati, 2 in Mehedinti si cate una singura in Dolj si Gorj



in vreme ce in harta de la inceputul secolului, in Romanati fusesera trecute 6 resedinte, in Mehedinti 4, in
Dolj 5 si in Gorj 3. Asa cum am aratat mai devreme, in capitolul dedicat hartii stolnicului Catacuzino,
cateva dintre curtile boieresti marcate de carturarul roman, cum este cazul celei de la Bratasani, dispar in
cursul secolului al XVIII-lea®®. Stim, insd, cd numarul conacelor care au disparut in aceastd perioada este
mai mic decat al celor infiintate in prima parte a veacului. De asemenea, ne este cunoscut faptul ca
stolnicul nu a mentionat toate curtile boieresti care existau la anul 1700, ci doar pe cele mai importante.
Tinand cont de acestea era de agteptat ca numarul satelor cu regedinte nobiliare din lucrarea Iui von Bawr
sa 1l depaseasca pe cel al curtilor mentionate de Cantacuzino. In ceea ce priveste Oltenia, lucrurile stau
invers, stolnicul indicand un numar de 20 de sate cu conace, in vreme ce von Bawr nu pomeneste decat
13 asemenea asezari®®. Prin urmare, datele privitoare la Oltenia nu sunt concludente, lucru care se explicd
in primul rand prin faptul ca autorul nu a avut acces liber in aceasta zona - observatiile nefiind facute la
fata locului.

Studiind jumatatea esticd a Valahiei, mai precis judetele situate intre Teleorman, Viagca si Ramnicu
Sarat observam ca exista o concentrare foarte mare de asezari cu case boieresti in jurul Bucurestilor. In
Ilifov, a cdrui suprafatd era mult mai intinsd decit astdzi’, existau 73 de sate cu resedinte nobiliare.
Amintim, dintre acestea, curtile de la Mogosoaia (Mogoschoja), Dudesti (Dudeschti), Obilesti (M.
Obileschti), Cretulesti (Kretschulescht) si Ciocanesti (Tchokaneschti) - mentionate si de Cantacuzino -
precum si pe cele de la Baneasa (Baniasa), Popesti-Leordeni (Leordenni), Balotesti (Baluteschti) si
Colentina (Kalentina). Pe locul doi, in ceea ce privea numarul curtilor, se situa judetul Dambovita, cu 26 de
sate cu conace - multe dintre acestea apartindnd unor mari neamuri de boieri, ca Vacarestii si Balenii - iar
pe locul trei, cu 15 asezari, era Prahova, fieful Cantacuzinilor, proprietarii Filipestilor, Magurenilor si
Marginenilor. Un numar mai mic de sate cu resedinte nobiliare detineau judetele Sacuieni (8 sate),
Ialomita (7 sate) si Vlasca (7 sate). Singurul dintre judetele Valahiei in care nu existau asezari cu case
boieresti — cu exceptia Muscelului de care am dicutat mai inainte — era Teleormanul.

Din lucrarea lui von Bawr reiese ca o parte a curtilor boieresti din Sacuieni prezinta o particularitate
interesanta, care ar merita studiata pe viitor. Generalul austriac noteaza ca la poalele muntilor sunt vai cu
»podgorii locuite”, si in unele dintre satele de pe aceste vai existd ,case de placere ale boierilor”!. Printre
localitatile enumerate se afld Ceptura (Tcheptora) si Tohani (Tachan)*?. De asemenea, meritd semnalat
faptul ca o mare parte din asezarile - cu sau fara conac - din judetul Prahova au una sau, chiar mai multe
mori. Un alt aspect care nu trebuie neglijat sunt iazurile si helesteiele care se gasesc in numar destul de
mare in Ddmbovita dar mai ales in Iifov3. In fragmentul in care descrie reteaua hidrograficd a Valahiei,
von Bawr face cateva observatii cu privire la atentia pe care o acorda localnicii amenajarii cursurilor de
apa. ,Am mai observat ca localnicii arata o grija deosebita infrumusetarii surselor de apa curgatoare”,
arata von Bawr, ,, le ingradesc cu ziduri [...] si le infrumuseteaza in mii de feluri diferite. Le aflam pe l14nga
orase si sate, pe drumurile umblate si in locuri mai ferite. Deprinderea aceasta nu o regasim decét in
Turcia si in tarile orientale. Nu am habar daca ea are vreo legatura cu climatul cald al tarii, daca isi afla
obdrsia in vreun obicei religios ori daca depinde si de una si de alta, sau poate de alte motive; stiu numai
cd este o obisnuints de demult”*. Este interesant faptul cd documentele de secol XVII atestd prezenta, in
Tara Romaneasca si Moldova, a catorva mesteri de origine rusa, care se indeletniceau cu saparea
iazurilor®®. De altminteri la finele secolului, in vremea Iui Brdncoveanu, printre boieri se impdmanteneste
obiceiul ca in vecinatatea conacului, de obicei in zona din spatele acestuia, sa se amenajeze si un helesteu.
In momentul in care oglinda de apd devine o componentd nelipsitd a ansamblurilor nobiliare, se



contureaza un nou tip de curte boiereasca, compusa nu numai dupa criterii functionale ci si pe baza unor
principii estetice.

In ciuda lacunelor si a erorilor pe care le prezinta, opera ofiterului cartograf constituie un instrument
valoros pentru cercetatorul care studiaza Valahia sfarsitului de secol XVIII. Acolo unde este necesar, textul
lui von Bawr poate fi completat cu informatii furnizate de alte documente din epoca in discutie. Un astfel
de document este harta Specht, intocmita de armata austriaca intre septembrie 1790 si mai 1791.
Ridicarea lui Specht, contindnd pe langa partea grafica si trei volume cu note explicative, este una dintre
cele mai complexe si complete lucrari cartografice referitoare la Tara Romaneasca.

Harta si manuscrisele Specht

Una dintre hartile de referinta care infatiseaza Tara Romaneasca este cea intocmita in timpul
razboiului din 1787 - 1791 de cartografi militari austrieci. Aceasta harta a fost adusa in tara de N. Docan,
care a publicat asupra ei si a altor documente cartografice un studiu in anul 1912°°. Traducerea titlului
hartii este urmatarea: Harta militara a Valahiei mici sau austriece si a celei mari, care se compune laolata
din 394 de sectiuni si a fost ridicatd geometric si trecuta pe curat in timpul armistitiului dintre Imperiu si
armata turca din Septembrie 1790 pana la sfarsitul lunii Mai 1791 de catre ofiterii Marelui cartier general,
sub directia lui, Colonelului Specht. Aceasta harta este reducerea la jumatate a hartii 1/2000 zoli vienezi si
cuprinde 108 foi. Notd: Raiaua Brdilei nu a fost ridicatd din cauza armistitiului”.>’

Harta, a fost ridicata in 9 luni si este insotitd de o descriere foarte minutioasa a localitatilor si
imprejurimilor acestora. Aceste documente, atat harta cat si cele trei volume cu explicatii, care o insotesc,
se afld in colectia Bibliotecii Academiei Romane (harta face parte din colectia Cabinetul Harti iar partea
scrisa din cea a Cabinetul Manuscrise). In totalul ei, harta Specht formeaza un dreptunghi de 8,20 m
lungime pe 4,62 m latime.

Harta austriaca este superioara celorlalte harti mai vechi, sau contemporane. Caracterul militar al ei
si mai ales faptul ca operatiile cartografice, desfasurate intre luna septembrie a anului 1790 si mai 1791,
au fost precedate de observatii si recunoasteri, efectuate tot de austrieci, timp de aproape un secol, sunt o
garantie a fidelitatii amanuntelor cuprinse in lucrare.>®

Harta Tarii Romanesti, cuprinzand provinciile Muntenia, Oltenia si Dobrogea, este formata din 108
carouri (anexa 1). Fiecare carou este reprezentat pe o plansa. Pe toate plansele este notat numarul
caroului, numerele celor patru carouri cu care se invecineaza, lista tuturor localitatilor care sunt
reprezentate in desenul respectiv, precum si unitatea de masurd utilizatd la intocmirea hartii*°. Scara
graficd este de 1:57 600*.

Lipsesc carourile cu numarul 1, 8, 9, 17, 35. Aceste sectiuni cuprind zone de granita ale Tarii
Romanesti, cum ar fi zona nordica, la granita cu Ardealul (caroul 1 - nordul judetului Mehedinti, spre
Banatul de Severin, carourile 9 si 17 - nordul judetului Gorj, spre Tara Hategului) sau sudul extrem, pe
cursul Dunarii si la sud de aceasta (caroul 8 - o parte din portiunea nord Dunareana a judetului Dolj,
caroul 35 - 0 mica parte din sudul extrem al judetului Romanati, la vest de varsarea Oltului in Dunare).

Harta Specht, mai exact exemplarul aflat la Cabinetul Harti al Bibliotecii Academiei Romane, nu are
o plansa-legenda. De aceea interpretarea ei este dificila, putand fi facutéa doar in paralel cu studierea
cataloagelor scrise, care cuprind informatii despre satele reprezentate in plansele desenate.

Harta red3 cu o deosebitd acuratete grafica cursurile de apa*, de la cele majore pana la cele mici;
unele dintre ele disparute astazi sau avand numele modificate, au ramas inca in memoria localnicilor sub
denumirile vechi. Aceasta reprezentare fidela, impreuna cu marcarea grafica a bisericilor, duce la o



identificare destul de exactd a vetrei si a zonei ocupate de localitati la sfarsitul secolului al XVIII-lea.
Drumurile si asezarile sunt reprezentate cu o mare acuratete, iar desenarea padurilor pe harta reprezinta
cea mai veche si amanuntitd cartografiere a vegetatiei arborescente din Oltenia si Muntenia.*?

Studiind harta, observdm ca mare parte dintre cele cca 2870 de localitdti reprezentate in ea*’ (in
majoritate este vorba despre sate) au fondul construit destul de departat de drumurile principale de
comunicatie, de multe ori ele fiind izolate complet in zone de luminis, in mijlocul padurilor. Astfel, in caz de
atac, acesta ar fi venit, cu preponderenta, dintr-o singura directie, dinspre drum, iar padurea care
inconjura in mare parte satul, putea constitui un refugiu pentru populatia nevoita sa paraseasca asezarea.

Partea scrisa corespunzatoare hartii este formata din trei cataloage - scrise in limba germana - care
cuprind informatii despre localitdtile reprezentate in plansele desenate®. Fiecare dintre cele trei volume
cuprinde, aproximativ, cate o treime din numarul carourilor®. Informatiile sunt ordonate in tabele, care
cuprind urmatoarele rubrici:

- Numele localitatii. Dupa caz, se specifica daca este vorba de manastire sau sat, iar cand sub
aceeasi denumire avem de-a face si cu o manastire si cu un sat, acestea au pozitii si descrieri diferite.

- Distanta. In aceasta coloana este data distanta pana la cea mai apropiata localitate (al carei nume
este mentionat) prin indicarea timpului in care se parcurge aceasta distanta cu piciorul.

- Pozitia localitatilor ne da informatii asupra pozitionarii geografice a localitatilor pe valea vreunui
rau, la confluenta unor cursuri de apa, sau pe vreo colind. Uneori, in aceastda coloana a tabelului se
specifica daca biserica satului este pe vreo magura care domina satul, avand sau nu, in imediata
vecinatate, alte case; In unele cazuri se mentioneaza orientarea cardinala a acestei coline fata de sat, iar
in foarte multe situatii se specificd daca aceastd colina se constituie intr-un punct dominant fata de
asezare. In aceasta rubrica mai este mentionata existenta hanurilor, a cladirilor-statii de posta,
specificandu-se localitatile importante care sunt legate de traseul de posta care trece prin satul respectiv.
Tot aici primim uneori informatii despre starea fizica a caselor locuitorilor si despre tipul locuirii (compact,
rdsfirat sau in lungul albiei unui rau).

- Cladiri solide. In aceasta coloand sunt mentionate biserici, mandstiri, schituri, case boieresti, curti
nobiliare, castele, ziduri de incintd, eventuale sisteme de fortificatie. In unele cazuri se aminteste de
existenta caselor parohiale si episcopale, a cimitirelor, a cladirilor primariilor. Uneori sunt indicate
localitatile unde exista mori, specificAndu-se atat raurile pe care sunt construite aceste mori céat si tipul
morilor*®. Este mentionatd existenta unor culturi importante de vitd-de-vie, in arealul localitatii respective,
ca si existenta, dupa caz, a caselor de la vie. De obicei este precizat materialul din care este edificata
fiecare cladire sau ansamblu. Astfel, avem cladiri din lemn, caramida, piatra, ziduri de incinta din caramida
sau piatra, palisade din lemn.

- Paduri si arboret. Se dau informatii despre densitatea vegetatiei, daca exista zone impadurite cu
copaci grosi (specificdndu-se pozitia acestor zone fata de arealul satului si fata de eventualul curs de apa
din apropiere). Se spune daca aceste zone pot fi parcurse cu calul sau pe jos.

- Pajisti si mlastini. Primim informatii despre cat de uscate sunt pajistile pe parcursul anotimpurilor,
daca ele sunt bune sau nu.

- Iazuri. Se descrie pozitionarea fata de sat si amplasarea in cadrul formelor de relief.

- Rauri si paraie. Sunt numite raurile si paraiele care trec prin localitati sau in imediata vecinate a
acestora, cursurile de apa pe care sunt amplasate mori; aflam despre existenta si amplasarea podurilor
peste rauri. Se specifica daca se formeaza paraie doar cu apa de ploaie.



- Strazi, drumuri, poteci de calarie si de mers. Este descrisa calitatea drumurilor, punctandu-se
daca, pe vreme de ploaie, sunt proaste sau daca , pot fi parcurse cu orice vehicul”.

- Munti, dealuri si ridicaturi. Se specificd daca in localitate sau in imediata vecinatate a ei exista
ridicaturi; in situatia in care exista se spune daca ele sunt semnificative, dacd domina regiunea spre vaile
raurilor sau spre localitatile apropiate. Trebuie semnalat faptul ca, acolo unde este cazul, se precizeaza ca
Jridicdturile au structura astfel incit s se poatd aduce pe ele artilerie grea™’ .

In Manuscrisele Germane primim multe informatii despre locuintele boierilor. Aceste date se referd
in primul rand la materialele din care sunt construite casele. Astfel, avem case de piatra, caramida, lemn.
Din pacate, in cele mai multe situatii nu sunt specificate materialele de constructie.

In cazul hartii Specht, repartizarea asezarilor si a curtilor boieresti pe judete este mai dificil de
urmarit, in document nefiind indicate limitele administrative ale unitatilor teritoriale. Din numarul total de
310 resedinte figurate in cele 108 carouri ale hartii, in ,mica Valahie” se afla in jur de 80, de cinci ori mai
multe decat in lucrarea contemporand a lui von Bawr. Restul ansamblurilor nobiliare sunt repartizate,
neuniform, in ,marea Valahie”. Asa cum am observat, mai devreme, in celelalte documente prezentate,
exista o tendinta de concentrare in jurul capitalei si a oraselor Targoviste si Ploiesti. De asemenea, in
lungul raului Arges, se gaseste un numar destul de ridicat de curti. Se constata acest lucru urmarind
carourile care corespund acestor zone, carouri in care se numara pana la 30 de curti*®.

Resedintele nobiliare propriu-zise sunt clasificate in trei categorii: case boieresti, resedinte nobiliare
si castele. La casele boieresti, in unele cazuri, se precizeaza daca sunt inconjurate de zid de incinta din
caramida, rare fiind situatiile cand este mentionata existenta vreunui turn (de caramida sau lemn). In tot
cuprinsul lucrarii gasim doar trei cazuri unde se indica existenta palisadelor, ca sistem de fortificatie a
curtilor nobiliare; doua situatii sunt mentionate in sate din judetul Arges. Astfel, in caroul nr. 39, in satul
Radukan (ramas inca neidentificat, probabil avand numele schimbat), situat in nordul judetului Arges,
avem: ,Doua biserici de caramida,...care, impreuna cu curtea nobiliara solida, sunt inconjurate, de jur
imprejur, de palisade de lemn”®, iar in caroul nr. 51, in satul Vulpest (identificat cu satul Vulpesti), situat
in sudul judetului, avem: ,O biserica de piatra si o casa boiereasca de caramida, situate pe o colind ce
domind satul, inconjurate de palisade de lemn”°. Al treilea caz este mentionat in satul Bralovcsicza
(identificat cu Bralostita), amplasat in nordul judetului Dolj; aici primim informatia: ,O biserica de
cdrémidé cu zid inconjurdtor, impreund cu o casa de c&rdmida, inconjurate cu palisade de lemn”*.

Despre existenta gradinilor amenajate in ansamblul resedintelor nobiliare, avem un unic exemplu.
Este vorba de curtea boiereasca din satul Warestie (figura 3), localitate ramasa neidentificata, pana acum,
situata in zona de est, nord-est a Bucurestiului®?; aici este atestatd ,o frumoasa casd boiereascd cu
grdding, unde, de asemenea, este si o bisericd”>.

Atat in textul Manuscriselor Germane cat si pe harta Specht gdsim pomenite localitati parasite>.
Acestea se afla cu preponderenta in zonele de campie si dealuri joase ale Munteniei, cele mai multe sate
parasite fiind mensionate in zona de sud a judetelor Teleorman si Vlasca, intre cursurile raurilor Vedea si
Glavacioc. Referitor la mentionarea unor curti boieresti parasite, observam ca majoritatea acestor situatii
sunt intalnite tot in campie, cu preponderenta in zona din jurul Bucurestiului. Dintre aceste situatii amintim
curtea din Kojen (Coeni-Mironesti, localitate situata in prezent in jud. Giurgiu) unde exista , O biserica de
piatrd si doud curti nobiliare ruinate”™”.

Despre existenta zidurilor de incinta ca element de fortificatie al caselor boieresti avem doar un
exemplu, cel al ansamblului cu casa boiereascé si capela de curte din satul Bralostita®®, Aceste incinte sunt
insa frecvent mentionate in cazul schiturilor si manastirilor; in cateva situatii, primim chiar si indicatii



asupra dimensiunilor pe care le aveau. Astfel, in zona de nord a judetului Arges, in Muscel, avem trei astfel
de situatii — care de altfel sunt si singurele: Keres (localitate neidentificatda) cu ,O biserica inconjurata de
un zid de incintd, de formd patratd, cu indltimea de 3 stdnjeni”’; in localitdtile ,Davidest” si ,Vale
Monaster” (identificate cu Davidesti si Valea Manastirii) avem: ,Manastire si biserica inconjurate de un zid
pétrat de 3 stanjeni inaltime™®.

In ciuda volumului mare de informatii referitoare la curtile boieresti, exista cateva resedinte
nobiliare care nu se regdsesc in cele trei volume care insotesc harta Specht. Astfel, in satele Potlogi,
Mogosoaia si Doicesti nu ni se spune despre existenta palatelor lui Constantin Brancoveanu; Potlogi
(Podlogien - figura 5) nici nu este mentionat in text, iar in hartd nu gasim reprezentata vreo curte
nobiliara; la Mogosoaia (Mogotschoi — figura 6) aflam ca exista ,O manastire cu zid de incinta din caramida
impreund cu o bisericd”®; la Doicesti (Dojocsestie - figura 7) avem ,O biserics de piatrd cu zid de incintd
de 5 sténjeni indltime, avdnd grosimea de 2 stdnjeni”®. Acestea sunt doar o parte dintre curtile care nu
sunt mentionate, dar consideram ca sunt de referinta pentru importanta si amploarea lor. O alta situatie
este aceea in care unele curti boieresti sunt mentionate in text, dar nu sunt reprezentate pe harta; un caz
fiind cel al ansamblului cu biserica si curte nobiliara de la Tatarastii de Sus (Tartaresti Ober - figura 8), in
nordul judetului Teleorman, unde afldm ca exista ,0 biserica si o curte nobiliara, mari”*,

In clasificarea curtilor boieresti, pe langa case boieresti si curti nobiliare, gasim si denumirea de
~Castel”. Acest termen este folosit rar, in toata Tara Romaneasca fiind consemnate doar unsprezece astfel
de constructii; opt dintre ele sunt amplasate in sate situate in zona cuprinsa intre Ploiesti si Targoviste
(figura 1), in preajma drumului domnesc Bucuresti - Targoviste: Filipestii de Padure (Philipestie de
Beduria - figura 9), Margineni (Marzineny), fosta Manastire Margineni (Marsineni Kloster - figura 10),
acum inchisoarea din comuna I.L.Caragiale, Cricoveni (Krikoven), Calinesti (Callinestie - figura 9), Filipesti
(Phillipestie - figura 11), Bdleni (Baalen - figura 12), Dobra (Lupojana - figura 13)°%; la sud de Bucuresti
sunt pomenite doud castele, la Magusest®® si la Fiorestie®*, localitati neidentificate incd, prima situatd in
zona de varsare a Neajlovului in Arges, iar a doua la sud de Herasti, deasemenea in lunca Argesului. O
ultima mentiune privitoare la existenta unui castel se face la Brancoveni (Brankovan - figura 14),
actualmente in judetul Olt - veche curte nobiliara a Craiovestilor, cu o continuitate indelungata de locuire,
mergénd pana la Constantin Brancoveanu - unde avem , Mdné&stire...biserica...castel... ™.

*

Cele trei documente cartografice, prin natura informatiei prezentate, nu au cum sa serveasca la
realizarea unei analize tipologice a curtilor boieresti construite in Tara Romaneasca pana la sfargitul
secolului al XVIII-lea. In schimb, ele ne pot ajuta sa cunoastem mai bine dinamica resedintelor nobiliare si
modul in care elemente ca drumurile, cursurile de apa, forme de relief si polii de interes au influentat
evolutia si raspandirea acestui program de arhitectura.

Cele doua harti si lucrarea austriacului von Bawr nu sunt similare. Astfel, in vreme ce stolnicul
Cantacuzino aratd numai ceea ce i se pare mai important®® - atat in ceea ce priveste asezdrile cat si
elementele naturale — von Bawr si Specht intentioneaza sa infatiseze situatia integrala. In mod evident,
documentele redactate in 1790 - 1791 sunt cele mai complete. Avand in vedere cd Memoriile ... si harta
Specht sunt contemporane, informatiile furnizate de cele doua se completeaza si se corecteaza reciproc. In
principiu, ar trebui acordata o atentie speciala elementelor care figureaza in cele trei documente; faptul ca



0 asezare este mentionata nu numai in lucrarile de la sfarsitul secolului ci si in harta de la 1700, poate fi o
dovada a importantei ei. De asemenea, ar trebui cercetat ce se intampla cu acele localitati si curti boieresti
amintite de stolnic, care nu mai figureaza in von Bawr si Specht.

Dupa cum am vazut pe parcursul studiului, cele trei documente nu se contrazic in ceea ce priveste
repartizarea curtilor boieresti pe regiuni sau judete. Specht mentioneaza un numar de 280 de curti, 80 din
acestea — aproape un sfert din totalul lor - fiind situate in Oltenia; raportul este apropiat de cel din harta
stolnicului Cantacuzino in care, din totalul de 76 de resedinte nobiliare din mediul rural, 20 se aflau la vest
de Olt. Din cate se poate constata, zona in care sunt adunate cele mai multe curti boieresti se constituie
intre si in jurul oraselor Bucuresti, Targoviste si Ploiesti. Dambovita si Prahova, unde isi aveau mosiile
unele dintre cele mai importante familii boieresti din Muntenia, sunt doua dintre cele mai populate judete.
De asemenea, se observa ca in secolul al XVIII-lea, capitala Tarii Romanesti polarizeaza din ce in ce mai
mult atentia boierilor, cea mai buna dovada in acest sens fiind numarul mare de ansambluri care se gasesc
in Ilfov, intre 1770 si 1790. Fenomenul de ,migrare” a curtilor nobiliare din regiunile deluroase, care
ofereau o protectie naturala eficienta, in zona de campie, aproape de Dunare si, implicit, de granita cu
Imperiul Otoman, este unul dintre aspectele cele mai interesante ale mutatiilor pe care le-a cunoscut
arhitectura rezidentiala nobiliara din Valahia, la finele evului mediu. Meritda notat ca nu tot sudul Munteniei
a fost expus la pericolul turc. Teleormanul, de exemplu, pare ocolit de boieri in mod constant; in acest
judet nu exista vreun ansamblu nobiliar, nici in primii si nici in ultimii ani ai secolului al XVIII-lea.

Documentele cartografice prezentate mai sus, ar putea constitui punctul de pornire pentru
realizarea unei harti complete a curtilor boieresti medievale din Tara Romaneasca. O astfel de harta, pe
care sa fie marcate perioadele in care au fost edificate acestea si — in masura in care acest lucru este
posibil - sa se indice diferitele tipuri arhitecturale cunoscute, ar constitui un instrument de lucru util pentru
toti cercetatorii care se apleaca asupra problematicii resedintelor nobiliare.
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Harta Specht 1790-1791. Plansa — schelet cu impartirea Tarii Romanesti in 108 carouri
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Caroul 70, cu marcarea ansamblurilor nobiliare si a orasului Ploiesti, pozitionat in dreapta
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Caroul 72, cu marcarea ansamblurilor nobiliare din preajma Bucurestiului
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70 9 9 13 13 8 30
71 11 11 3 3 14
72 3 3 1 13 14 17
73 5 3 8 1 9
74 2 2 2
77 1 1 1
78 2 2 2
79 13 13 1 7 8 21
80 10 10 2 2 4 14
81 3 3 6 7 7 13
82 1 1 3 5 5
83 1 1
86 2 2 2 2 4
87 1 1 2 2 3
89 1 1 1
93 2 2 2
94 2 2 4 1 1 5
95 1 1 2 1 1 3
102 1 1 1
i 25 | 25 2 (112 164 | 24 | 12 | 5 94 | 135 | 11 310
total
OBSERVATII:

Carourile 1, 8, 9, 17, 35 nu exista.
In carourile 2-5, 7, 10, 13, 15, 16, 24-27, 33, 34, 36, 37, 41, 43-46, 54, 56-59, 63-68, 75, 76, 84, 85,
88, 90-92, 96-101, 103-108 nu este mentionat nimic in rubrica “Cladiri solide”.

Note
* Universitatea Spiru Haret, Facultatea de Arhitectura, Bucuresti

! Giurescu 1943, p. 22. In martie 1694, stolnicul Cantacuzino s-a intalnit cu contele Marsigli pentru a-i da acestuia din urma unele
explicatii referitoare la date istorice si geografice ale Munteniei. Din cate se pare, cu ocazia acestei intalniri stolnicul constata
gravele greseli pe care le fac cartografii.

2 Ibidem, pp. 23, 25. La cétiva ani de la publicarea hartii, Hrisant Notara scrie o Introducere in geografie, lucrare in care aminteste
in mai multe randuri harta stolnicului Cantacuzino.

3 Ibidem, p. 24. Meletie, devenit mitropolit de Arta si mai tarziu de Atena, a scris intre 1701 - 1702 o geografie generald care s-a
tiparit la Venetia in 1728. In lucrarea sa, Meletie aminteste in doua locuri diferite harta stolnicului Cantacuzino.

4 Ibidem, p. 1. La inceputul lucrdrii sale Istoria delle moderne rivoluzioni della Valachia, publicate la Venetia, Anton-Maria del
Chiaro aseaza harta Valahiei; desenul este micsorat pentru o mai buna utilizare; de asemenea, denumirile trecute pe harta sunt
traduse in italiana.

5> Ibidem, pp. 2, 24. Istoricul C. C. Giurescu presupune cd exemplarul descoperit de consulul Dim8ncescu i-a apartinul englezului
Edmond Chisthull, care a vizitat Muntenia in 1702; cu ocazia calatoriei sale, Chisthull ar fi primit un exemplar al hartii chiar de la
autorul ei. In 1929, Academia Romana a obtinut o reproducere fotografica a hartii, in marime naturala.



® Daca ne raportam la cele aproximativ 2700 de asez&ri numite de Bawr, in lucrarea sa despre Valahia, reiese cd cele 550 de
localitati din harta stolnicului Cantacuzino reprezinta intre un sfert si o cincime din totalul asezarilor care existau in Muntenia, in
jurul anului 1700. Vezi si Bawr 1778.

7 Orasele si targurile sunt trecute cu acelasi semn grafic.

8 Giurescu 1943. Din cate se intelege din articolul lui Giurescu, originalul intocmit de stolnicul Cantacuzino era in greceste.
Exemplarul descoperit la British Museum era si in greaca si in latind: legenda e scrisa si in greceste si in latineste, anumite
elemente geografice sunt numite in ambele limbi etc.

° Ibidem, p. 5. Vezi explicatia semnelor grafice.

10 Ibidem, p. 14. Cerneti figureaza ca resedintd a judetului Mehedinti.

11 printre orasele si targurile Munteniei figura si Orasul de Floci, abandonat in timpul rézboiului ruso-turc din 1768 - 1774.

12 Giurescu 1937, pp. 15 - 16. Judetul Sacuieni a fost desfiintat la 1 ianuarie 1845.

13 Giurescu 1957, p. 94. Avand in vedere cd la Britdsani era curte boiereascs, este de presupus c3 satul Britdsani era sat de
reinfiintau un sat pe locul altuia distrus, rumanii aveau obiceiul sa-i schimbe numele. Nu este exclus ca satul Sopériita sa fi fost o
reinfiintare a satului Bratasani.

14 Giurescu 1943, p. 19. Crivina figureazd printre cele patru mdnastiri din Romanati, aldturi Brancoveni, Calui si Hotarani.

15 Bawr 1778, p. 163. In lucrarea Iui Bawr apare un sat Ciocdnesti, pe Arges, la granita cu judetul Muscel. In harta ruseascd din
1835 satul Ciocanesti apare in judetul Muscel. In orice caz, Bawr nu mentioneaza ca in acest sat Ciocanesti ar exista o curte
boiereasca.

'® Cop&ceani nu este mentionat in Bawr; in harta ruseascd din 1835 figureaza in judetul Muscel.

17 1n 1700 satul M&gureni figura in Arges. In harta ruseascd un sat Magureni figureaza in judetul Teleorman; nu mai existd nici un
Magureni in Arges.

18 fagiesti - Ilfov (1640); Cotofeni - Dolj (1653); B&jesti - Arges (1666), Piscani — Arges (sec al XVI-lea), Retevoiesti — Arges
(sec. XV-XVI), Heresti — Giurgiu (1640 - 1644).

19 Nu am analizat, in aceastd lucrare, hartile Olteniei ridicate de austrieci.

20 Bawr 1778, p. 2. Din cate se pare investigatiile lui Bawr s-au desfisurat in cursul anului 1769. Vezi si Popescu-Spineni 1978, p.
190.

21 Bawr 1778, p. 229.

22 popescu-Spineni 1978, p. 190. Harta Moldovei a fost tipdritd in 300 de exemplare, prin subscriptie publics.

>3 Bawr 1778, pp. 104 - 105. Traducerea autorilor.

24 Tn jurul anului 1770, Tara Romaneascd era impartit in aceleasi 17 judete din vremea stolnicului Cantacuzino. Desi unitatile
teritoriale erau aceleasi, hotarele lor nu erau identice. Cea mai buna dovada in acest sens o reprezinta asezarile care, la 1700 erau
figurate intr-un judet pentru ca sapte decenii mai tarziu sa fie cuprinse intr-unul din judetele invecinate.

2> Bawr 1778, p. 104.

26 Giurescu 1957, p. 82.

27 Bawr 1778, p. 104. Von Bawr afirma in paragraful introductiv al capitolului V c3 a studiat cértile de ispravnicie.

28 \Vezi nota 13.

29 Referitor la Arges, Muscel si Olt, care par mai putin cercetate decit celelalte judete din “Valahia mare” putem spune
urmatoarele: in harta stolnicului, aceste trei judete insumau 14 sate cu asezari boieresti in vreme ce in von Bawr insumau doar 3
curti, de 5 ori mai putin.

30 |imita sudic a Ilfovului se afl§ pe malul Dunarii, judetul suprapunandu-se, partial, peste actualele C3l3rasi si Giurgiu.

> Bawr 1778, pp. 126 - 127.

32 Tn unele cazuri, cum este cel al satelor din S3cuieni, identificarea localititilor este destul de dificil; b&nuim c& denumirile au
fost deformate.

33 Din descrierea lui von Bawr nu intelegem dacd este vorba de iazuri pentru mori sau de agrement. Avand in vedere ca in
majoritatea asezarilor in care este mentionata existenta iazurilor existau si mori, acordam prioritatea primei variante.

34 Bawr 1778, p. 9. Traducerea autorilor.

35 Stoicescu 1959, p. 373. Mesterii rusi se ocupau cu executarea si intretinerea helesteielor si a iazuri pentru mori.

36 Nicolae Docan, Memoriu despre lucrdrile cartografice privitoare la résboiul din 1787-1791, in ,Analele Academiei Roméne”, Seria
II, Tom XXXIV, Memoriile Sectiunii Istorice, Bucuresti, 1912, pp. 1249-1360.

37 Mih&ilescu 1929, p.366.

3¥Mihailescu 1929, p.367.



39 Conform reprezent3rii din coltul dreapta-sus al fiecirei planse, unititile de m8sura folosite sunt pasul si mila germane.

40 Mih&ilescu 1929, p.366. La aceeasi scara graficd a fost desenatd si harta realizat3 intre anii 1855-1857 de cartografi austrieci;
aceasta este o ridicare topografica intocmita cu o foarte mare rigurozitate. Astfel, reprezentarea grafica a arealelor localitatilor,
coincide cu situatia ilustrata de ridicarea topografica intocmita de Armata Romana intre anii 1905-1907. Popescu-Spineni 1978:
p.232: ,La cererea domnitorului Barbu Stirbei, Maresalul Fligely executa, intre anii 1855-1857, ridicarea topografica a Olteniei si
Munteniei, iar tipdrirea hartii va avea loc la Viena, in anul1864, in timpul domniei lui Alexandru Ioan Cuza, care il angajeaza pe
Carol Popp de Szatmary pentru a reproduce aceasta hartd.” Intreaga colectie se gdseste la Biblioteca Academiei Romane,
Cabinetul Harti.
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interesante probleme de geografie fizica.”

42 Ibidem, p.368. "Reprezentdri diferite pentru masivele p&duroase (cafeniu mai inchis cu betisoare negre, verticale, dese),
padurile rare si tufisurile (betisoare mai departate sau betisoare mai subtiri si culoare cafenie deschisa). Padurile de lunca sunt
reprezentate cu verde, iar cele de balta cu albastru.”

43 Ibidem, p.370.

44 Manuscrise Germane 3, section nr. 2 bis 125, 1*'Theil, Manuscrise Germane 1, section nr. 126 bis 261, 2! Theil, Manuscrise
Germane 1, section nr. 262 bis 394, 3''Theil. Copiate intre lunile iulie - decembrie, 1912, Biblioteca Academiei Roméane, Cabinetul
Manuscrise.
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impart un carou este, in ordine crescatoare, urmatoarea: stanga-sus, dreapta-sus, stanga-jos, dreapta-jos. Avem, in ordine,
urmatoarele volume: vol.I - sectiunile 2-125 (carourile 2-34), vol.Il - sectiunile 126-261 (carourile 36-71), vol.III - sectiunile
262-394 (carourile 72-108).

¢ Se face diferenta intre morile de macinat si celelalte tipuri de mori.

47 Aceastd formulare se regdseste la rubrica mentionatd in text, in cele trei Manuscrise Specht. Traducerea autorilor.

“8 pentru repartizarea curtilor boieresti in carouri vezi Anexa 3.

49 Manuscrise Specht B, caroul 39, p.76. Traducerea autorilor.

0 Manuscrise Specht B, caroul 51, p.186. Traducerea autorilor.

5! Manuscrise Specht A, caroul 21, p.215. Traducerea autorilor.
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Dobreni (figura 4), unde se gaseste curtea lui Constantin Serban, care este pomenita in Manuscrise Specht C, caroul 73, p.63: ,,0
biserica construita din piatrd impreuna cu o curte nobiliara.” Traducerea autorilor.

53 Manuscrise Specht C, caroul 81, p.129. Traducerea autorilor.

54 Mih&ilescu 1929, p.366. In harta Specht satele pardsite sunt ,insemnate cu pete verzi si o cruce, in stepd si in marginea p&durii
din apusul cdmpiei.”

55 Manuscrise Specht C, caroul 74, p.67. Traducerea autorilor.

56 Vezi nota 51.

57 Manuscrise Specht B, caroul 49, p.169. Traducerea autorilor.

8 Manuscrise Specht B, p.163. Traducerea autorilor.

% Manuscrise Specht C, caroul 72, p.42. Traducerea autorilor.

0 Manuscrise Specht B, caroul 59, p.240. Traducerea autorilor.

81 Ibidem, caroul 52, p.196. Traducerea autorilor.

62 Manuscrise Specht B, caroul 70.

63 Manuscrise Specht C, caroul 73, p.28.

4 Manuscrise Specht C, caroul 83, p.148.

85 Manuscrise Specht A, caroul 32, p.345.

66 Raportandu-ne la alte documente cartografice si statistici intocmite la sfarsitul secolului al XVIII-lea si inceputul secolului al XIX-
lea, observam ca stolnicul Cantacuzino a reprezentat intre un sfert si o cincime din asezarile si curtile boieresti care existau la
1700.



CARTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTS.
A tool for studying the rural noble ensembles built in Wallachia during Middle Ages
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Abstract: The disappearance, total or partial, of many of the boyar residencies is a serious hindrance in
becoming familiar with this architecture program. The cartographic documents, as tools for researching
the issue of the noble residences in Wallachia might be a starting point for drafting a complete map of the
medieval boyar courts, by highlighting the various architectural types already known. This activity could
bring further and valuable information to the existing studies, concerning the nucleus of the manor +
chapel, by defining the relations of the noble courts with the surrounding environment, with the village,
landscape, main roads or the waterways.

Key words: cartographic documents, rural noble courts, Wallachia, the Middle Ages

The architecture of the boyar houses in Wallachia and Moldova is a topic on various agendas. It is
an unfortunate thing that the issue of the noble complexes in the extra-Carpathian Romanian territory is
not fully grasped. The disappearance, total or partial, of many of the boyar residencies is a serious
hindrance in becoming familiar with this architecture program.

So far, the studies concerning the Wallachia boyar mansions have only focused on the nucleus of
them, made up of the house and the chapel. The question is what was the relation of these mansions with
the village, landscape, main roads and river streams? Here are some issues overlooked, even though they
could have been brought more information to this topic.

The research should start with the analysis of the cartographic documents in Wallachia, drafted
since the 18th century. The most relevant and accessible ones are the military topograhical maps. Thus,
the information found herein, corroborated with data from various sources lead to building a coherent
overall image in regards to the noble mansions in the wallachian space.

The map of High Steward Constantin Cantacuzino

Wallachia has been present in the cartographic documents since the 15th century, but the first
realistic representations of the wallachian space were done after 1700, with the birth of the scientific
cartography. In the 18th century, officers in the Austrian or Russian armies have drawn more maps
showing both the geographical space and also the administrative distribution of Moldova and Wallachia.
Even though they are not complete or totally correct, they are still useful for geographers, historians and
other researchers.

The first important map of Wallachia comes from High Steward Constantin Cantacuzino. It seems
that the idea of drawing a Wallachia map started in March 1694, after a meeting with the count Marsigli’.
The map was done, though, at the request of Ioan Comnen and Hrisant Notara, Cantacuzino’ friends,



whose names show in the legend. The drawing, made in 1698 - 1699, was taken and published in Padova
in 1700, with the help of Notara®. Shortly after printing, the document started traveling among scientific
groups, and one of the first who used it was Dimitrie Cantemir’s teacher himself’. In 1718, Anton-Maria
del Chiaro introduces in his work a reproduction, at a smaller scale, of Cantacuzino’s map®. For the longest
time - until December 1927, when Dimitrie Dimancescu stumbled upon one copy of the map at British
Museum - the cartographic work of Cantacuzino was only known by the copy done by ruler Brancoveanu'’s
secretary”.

Constantin Cantacuzino’s map is made up of four grids amounting 132 x 64 cm, where are shown
significant elements of Wallachia geographical and political environment. The author illustrates the main
landforms, forests and water courses, lakes and marshes. Besides them, Cantacuzino mentions the salt
worsks and iron ore, the famous vineyard areas, as well as the spaces with significant archaeological
vestiges. Administrative information is quite important. Thus, the borders of the country and the 17
Wallachia counties are shown on the map. Also, a humber of the localities back then, more important in
the author’s opinion®.

Among the 549 sites in Cantacuzino’s cartographic work - plus 73 large and small monasteries -
there are displayed the cities, fairs” and the villages. The role and importance of the sites are explained
by one or more graphical signs, written next to them. The symbols - whose meaning shows in the legend
in Greek and Latin® - help us make the difference between the common cities and fairs and the ones
hosting the episcopal offices and the Crown, between the boyar courts and the regular villages, the
nunneries and monasteries®.

Among those 23 localities shown on the map with the symbol corresponding to the cities and fairs,
there were Cernetii*®, Brédncovenii, Gheorghita or Gherghita and Hodivoaia, as simple rural sites (during
the 18th or 19th centuries)!. There is no explanation why Vélenii de Munte does not belong in here; once
the capital of the S&cuieni or Saac county, which territory was split between Prahova and Buzdu®?. We do
not know whose error is it, Cantacuzino’s or the publishers’. As for the villages, 76 of 526 rural sites have
boyar courts, and their distribution is as such: 11 in Il/fov, 9 in Prahova, 7 in either Arges or Vlasca, 6 in
either Dambovita or Romanati, 5 in either Dolj or Olt, 4 in Mehedinti, 3 in either Gorj, Ialomita or Buzau, 2
in either Valcea, Muscel or R&mnicu Sarat and 1 in Sacuieni. In Teleorman, there is no boyar court.

Upon comparing the Cantacuzino map with the cartographic documents at the end of the 18th
century or beginning of 19th, we notice that not all the villages with boyar courts, mentioned by
Cantacuzino, are to be found on the latter. For example Bratasanii in Romanati, homonym with the boyar
family, dissapear from the maps; around 1770, this will be replaced with a rural site called Sopérlita. From
the documents having been researched until present, we were not able to find out whether this has only
been a change of name or there is a newly founded village, in the vicinity or close to the old Britdsani®’.
The fact that very close to Brtdsani, on the Oltet river bank there is Crivina'* convent- built during Matei
Basarab and probably destroyed during the 18th century - makes us choose the latter option. The later
maps of Cantacuzino do not mention the villages with boyar courts Zdnoaga in Prahova, Obiditi in
Ialomita, Negoesti in Muscel, Greblesti in Arges, Belcin in Dolj or Buicesti in Olt. We do not know whether
these villages have simply dissapeared or changed their names.

There are some sites that moved to another county, as a consequence of changing the
administrative limits. This is the case for Ciocdnesti’> and Cop&ceani’® - in 1700, they belonged to Viasca
or to M&gureni village in Arges’’. We cannot help noticing that some (important) boyar courts are missing:
the residences in Hagiesti, Cotofeni, Bdjesti, Piscani, Retevoiesti or Heresti's.



The cartographic documents made during the 18th century, mainly those by the Austrian military
body during the 1768 - 1774 and 1787 - 1791 wars, provide a larger amount of information than the
1700 Muntenia map - but this does not diminish the importance of the wallachian scholar works®. Among
the cartographic documents about Wallachia, at the end of the 18th century, it is worthwhile mentioning
the Bawr memoirs, edited in 1778 and the Specht map, drawn between 1790 and 1791. The information in
these two documents, mainly the data given by Specht map, bring further explanation for research.

Memoirs of General Friedrich Wilhelm von Bawr

During the Russian-Turkish war in 1768-1774, the Austrian cartographer von Bawr, serving in the
tzar army, was asked to draw the maps of Moldavia and Muntenia. Even though he was not able to
seriously investigate the two provinces, Bawr made all his efforts to get precise measurements and get
correct information®®. The data collected by Bawr during his stay in Wallachia were gathered in a volume
in French, called Mémoires Historiques et Géographiques sur la Valachie avec un Prospectus d’un Atlas
Géographique & Militaire de la derniére Guerre entre la Russie & La Porte Otomanne, published in 1778. At
the end of the book, the author presents the summary of a geographical and military atlas that should
have included 39 sheets. On the first ones, the Moldavia topographic map should have been presented,
including 6 sections; the following four were meant for Muntenia®'. In 1781, three years after the
memoirs, the Austrian general succeeds to publish the Moldavia map, in Amsterdam?. As for the
Wallachia map, it has never been done.

Memoriile istorice si geografice ... include a detailed description of Muntenia and its sites, and the
amount of information somehow replaced the lack of drawings. The book has 5 chapters, plus the
summary mentioned above. After a short presentation of the land and borders, the Austrian cartographer
is trying to give as complete as possible image of the country. Thus, in the second chapter of the book
deals with climate, relief, important deposits underground, administrative division, inhabitants and their
professions, trade and religion. The chapter three talks about the issues related to the political and social
division, and the chapter four is about topics of fiscal and economic nature. As for our study, the most
interesting part is the list of the Wallachian sites.

When chapter V opens, under the title Denumirea oraselor, targurilor si satelor din Valahia, von
Bawr writes a Reminder to tell the reader which are the less studied areas: , In the counties between Siret
and Olt,we take pride of accurately marking the position of all the places, but, in Banatul Craiovei, where a
part was subjected to the Turks during the entire war, in the counties where the war damage did not allow
very correct research, only the lists and explanations given by the administration were taken into account.
We were very careful to make the unavailable sites visible on the map’.?> Upon analysing this book, we
have noticed serious gaps, not only for the 5 counties in Oltenia but also in Wallachia, more exactly in
Arges and Muscel. The data provided for the eastern half of the country show that the areas among
Démbovita,Vlasca and Ra@mnicu Sarat were studied carefully.

The list of the sites is made for counties, presented from east to west: Slam Ribnik, Buseo,
Secujeni, Prachowa, Ialowitza, Ilfow, Dembowiza, Wlaska, Teleorman, Mustzelul, Argisch, Oltul to the river
Olt and Romanozi, Multza, Dolschi, Gorst and Mehedinza, on the other side of OIt**. Similarly, the districts
of Brailow, Giurgewo and Turno are mentioned. In order to follow the document more easily, von Bawr
does not list the localities in the alphabetical order or importance, but in dependence of the river
streams?’, as possible. The enumeration of the cities, fairs and villages in each county is predeced by a
short descrption of the administrative unit they belong to.



The presentation of the localities is not limited to their name, only in the case when the access of
the cartographer and his team was restricted by the Turks. As for the other areas of the country, where
the Austrian general stated that he had marked all the places with great accuracy, the descriptions are
more detailed. It is evident for most cases that, besides the name of the village or fair, the existence of
churches or monasteries, boyar courts, mills, ponds, rivers, bridges, vineyards and forests is noted. In
Memoriile ... by von Bawr, circa 2700 villages®® are mentioned, where almost 156 have boyar courts.

The situation in the book is relevant for only a part of Wallachia; upon reading the chapter V, we
notice that data are scarce for Oltenia and for the counties Arges, Muscel and OIlt. At this moment, it is
impossible for us to say whether the list of the localities in the above areas is complete; as the author
himself says that he only used official documents?’, there is the assumption that the name and the
number of the sites reflect the reality of those times. We believe though that the accuracy of the further
information is under scrutiny. For example, it is said that a part of the villages in Dolj si Mehedinti, mainly
the ones on the Danuber bank, are abandoned. We are sure that the main source for this information was
the administration records. But we do not have the certainty that those documents were upgrated to the
day - in other words, the statistics of the villages abandoned on Dolj and Mehedinti, as in von Bawr’s
work, actually reflects a situation happening prior 1770, the year when the material for Memoriile istorice
si geografice...was collected.

Upon looking at the villages with boyar courts in the counties above, we cannot help noticing that
their number is very small - even smaller than in Cantacuzino map. The high steward mentions 2 in
Muscel, 7 in Arges and 5 in Olt; seven decades later, in von Bawr’s work, there is none in Muscel, one in
Arges and 2 in Olt. In Oltenia - except for Vélcea where, at the end of the 18th century, there will be a
triple number of courts than at its beginning - the situation is similar. Thus, in 1770, there are only 3
villages with boyar courts in Romanati, 2 in Mehedinti and one in Dolj and Gorj each, while on the map of
the century onset, Romanati had 6, Mehedinti 4, Dolj 5 and Gorj 3. As shown earlier, in the chapter about
Cantacuzino map, some of the boyar courts marked by the Romanian scholar (see Bratasani), dissapear
during the 18th century®. We are aware, though, that the number of the boyar courts that ceased to
exist is smaller than the ones founded in the first half of the century. Also, we know that Cantacuzino did
not mention all courts that were in existence in 1700, but only the important ones.

Looking at the above, it was expected that the number of the villages with boyar courts in von
Bawr’s exceed Cantacuzino’s. As far as Oltenia is concerned, the things are reversed - Cantacuzino
mentioned 20 while von Bawr 13 of such sites®. Consequently, the Oltenia data are not conclusive, as the
author did not free access to those sites and the observations not made on the spot.

By studying the eastern half of Wallachia, more precisely the counties among Teleorman, Vlasca and
Ra&mnicu Sarat, we notice that there is a high density of boyar courts around Bucharest. In /fov, with a
larger surface than today’®, there were 73 villages with such courts. The list includes Mogosoaia
(Mogoschoja), Dudesti (Dudeschti), Obilesti (M. Obileschti), Cretulesti (Kretschulescht) and Ciocanesti
(Tchokaneschti) - also mentioned by Cantacuzino - as well as Baneasa (Baniasa), Popesti-Leordeni
(Leordenni), Balotesti (Baluteschti) and Colentina (Kalentina). On the second place, there was Dadmbovita,
with 26 - many of them belonged to important families like Vacarescu and Baleanu - on the third,
Prahova, with 15, the headquarters of the Cantacuzinis, land owners of Filipesti, Magureni and Margineni.
A small number of villages with courts was held by counties Sacuieni (8), Ialomita (7) and Vlasca (7). The
only county with no courts — except for Muscelul - was Teleorman.



From von Bawr’s, we infer that a part of the courts in S3cuieni share an interesting feature, which
should be studied at a later date. The Austrian general notes that: there are valleys with ,inhabited
vineyards’, and in some villages there were ,pleasure houses’ of the boyars.”!. The list of them included
Ceptura (Tcheptora) and Tohani (Tachan)*2. Similarly, it is worthwhile mentioning that a large part of
these sites — with or without courts - in Prahova have one or more mills. Another aspect is the ponds and
fish ponds that are is a high number in Ddmbovita but mainly in IlIfov®3. In the fragment describing the
hydrographical network of Wallachia, von Bawr notices the attention that the inhabitants pay to the water
streams. ,I have noticed that the people were being very careful about the embellishment of the running
water sources’, von Bawr says, ,they fence them in, bring lots of accessories. We see these close to the
cities and villages, on the beaten and unbeaten roads. This habit is specific to Turkey and oriental
countries. I do not know whether it has anything to do with the country warm climate, religious customs
or both; I only know that they have been doing it since ancient times.”*.

It is interesting the fact that the 17th century documents attest to the presence, in Wallachia and
Moldavia, of some Russian workers who were digging the ponds.® At the end of the century, during
Brancoveanu time, there was a habit to have a pond behind the mansion. When the water pool becomes a
constant presence of the boyar courts, a new type of court arises, both functional and aesthetical.

In spite of the gaps and errors, the cartographer map is a valuable instrument for the researcher
studying the Wallachia at the end of the 18th century. Wherever necessary, von Bawr text may be
completed with information providing from contemporary documents. An example would be the Specht
map, drawn by the Austrian army between September 1790 and May 1791. This map, with its graphics
and three volumes of explanations, is one of the most complex and complete cartographic works on
Wallachia.

The Specht map and manuscripts

One of the reference map that illustrate Wallachia is the one drawn by the Austrian military
cartographers during the 1787-1791 war. This map was brought to the country by N. Docan, who
published a study on it and other cartographic documents in 1912%. The translation of the map title is as
such: The military map of the small or Austrian Wallachia or the big one, which includes 394 sections,
drawn and completed during the armistice between the Empire and Turkisk army from September 1790
until May 1791, by the officers at the headquarters, under the supervision of Colonel Specht. This map is
half size of the Vienna one (of 1/2000 Vienna inches) and has 108 sheets. Note: Braila district has not
been drawn, due to the armistice’.’”

The map was drawn in 9 months and is accompanied by a very detailed description of the localities
and their vicinities. These documents, both the map and the three volumes of explanations, are part of
the collection at Romanian Academy Library (the map can be found in the collection Maps Department and
the explanations in the Manuscripts Department). As a total , the Specht map forms a rectangle of 8.20 m
length and 4.62 m width.

The Austrian map is superior to other older maps or contemporary. Its military nature and the fact
that the cartographic operations occuring between September 1790 and May 1791 had been preceded by
observations and scountings made by Austrians for almost a century, are a guarantee of the accuracy of
the details in it.%®

The Wallachia map, comprising the provinces of Muntenia, Oltenia and Dobrogea, is made up of 108
squares (appendix 1). Each square is represented on a sheet. All the sheets include the number of the



square, the numbers of the 4 neighboring ones, the list of all localities that are represented in that
drawing, as well as the measurement unit used in the map*°. The scale is 1:57 600.

The squares 1, 8, 9, 17, 35 are missing. These sections include bordering zones of Wallachia,
namely the northern area, close to Ardealul (square 1 - the north of county Mehedinti, towards Banatul de
Severin, squares 9 and 17 - the north of county Gorj, towards Tara Hategului) or the southern peak, on
the Danube and to its south (square 8 - a part of the north-Danube of county Dolj, square 35 - a small
part of the southern peak of the county Romanati, to the west of Olt river mouth into Danube).

The Specht map, more exactly the copy in the Maps Department at the Romanian Academy Library
does not have a legend. Therefore, its interpretation is difficult, and it may be done while studying the
written catalogues, which include information on the villages in the sketches.

The map provides a very accurate description of the water streams®!, from major to the smallest
ones; some of them, no longer existent today or with their names changes, are still remembered by
people by their initial names. This correct representation, along with the graphical marking of the
churches, will give a quite clear identification of the areea at the end of the 18th century. The roads and
sites are clearly drawn, and the forests on the map are the oldest and most detailed cartographic
operation of the arboresent vegetation in Oltenia and Muntenia.*?

Upon studying the map, we notice that a large part of the circa 2870 localities on it** (mostly
villages) are built far away from the main roads, and most of the time they are completely isolated in
clearing areas, in the middle of forests. Thus, in case of an attack, coming from one direction - the road -
the forest surrounding the village coud have been a shelter for the people abandoning their houses.

The explanations are comprised in three catalogues - written in German - with information about
the localities in the drawings*. Each of the volume includes, roughly, a third of the number of squares™®.
This information is ordered in tables, with the following columns:

- Name of locality. As case may be, it will be mentioned whether it is about a monastery or a
village; when the same name is given to both a monastery and a village, they will have different positions
and descriptions.

- Distance. In this column, we will have the distance to the closest locality (whose name is
mentioned) by indicating how long it takes to get there on foot.

- Position of the localities — gives us information on the geographical positions of the localities along
a river, confluence of water streams or on a hill. Sometimes, this column mentions whether the village
church is on any hill dominating the village and it has any houses in its close vicinity; in some cases, the
cardinal orientation of a hill versus village is given; for very many cases, it is specified whether this hill is a
dominant site for the village. This column also mentions the inns, postal office station buildings, along with
the main localities that are connected to the mail route going through that village. Here, we will fiind
information about the physical state of the houses and living type (compact, separated or along a river
bed).

- Solid buildings. Here, we have churches, monasteries, secluded convents, boyar houses, courts,
castles, interior walls, fortification systems. In some cases, it is reminded of the existence of parochial
and episcopal houses, graveyards, city halls. Sometimes, there are mentioned localities with mills, plus
the name of the rivers hosting those milles and their type®. Also, we read about the existence of an
important vineyard. It is a habit to mention about the material of each building or complex. Thus, we have
wooden buildings, brick, stone, interior walls of brick or stone, wooden palisades.



- Forests and stands. We find here information about the vegetation thickness, whether there are
areas with thich trees (the position of these areas compared to the village or the closest river). It is said
whether these areas can be walked through on foot or by horse.

- Meadows and swamps. The information here is about how dry the meadows are during the
seasons, whether they are good or not.

- Ponds. Their position is described and the location within the landforms.

- Rivers and streams. The rivers and streams crossing the localities or in the vicinity are mentioned,
plus the rivers hosting the mills; also, about the existence and location of the bridges over rivers. It is
mentioned whether streams are formed from raining.

- Streets, roads, riding and walking paths. The quality of the roads is described, whether they are
bad when raining or if they can be ,travelled through by any vehicle’.

- Mountains, hills and mounds. It is mentioned whether there are mounds in the locality or in its
vicinity; if yes, whether they are significant, dominate the region to the river valleys or to the close
localities. Whenever the case, it needs to be mentioned whether ,the mounds have such a structure to
allow them to host heavy artillery™’.

In the German manuscripts, we are given a lot of information about the boyar houses. These data
firstly refere to the construction materials. Thus, we have stone, brick, wooden houses. Their origin is
unfortunately not known.

For the Specht map, the distribution of the boyar sites and courts per counties is more difficult to
track, as there are not the administrative borders of the territorial units. Out of the total number of 310
residencies in 108 squares, there were around 80 in the ,small Wallachia’, five times more than in the von
Bawr’s. The rest are not uniformly distributed throughout the ,big Wallachia’. As noticed earlier, there is a
tendency for higher density around the capital and the cities Targoviste and Ploiesti. Also, along the Arges
river, there is an important number of them. This conclusion may be drawn by looking at the squares that
have up to 30 courts®®.

The boyar courts themselves are classified into three categories: boyar courts, noble residencies
and castles. For some boyar houses, it is mentioned whether they are surrounded by brick walls, and there
are rare remarks about towers (either brick or wood). Here, there are only three cases where the
palisades are present, as a fortification system of the noble courts: two are in Arges county. Thus, in the
square nr. 39, in Radukan villages (still unidentified, probably with its name changed), in the north of
Arges, we have: ,Two brick churches,..which, along with the solid noble court, are surrounded by wooden
palisades®, and in square nr. 51, in the Vulpest village (identified with Vulpesti village), in the south of
the county, we have: ,A stone church and brick boyar house, up on a hill that dominates the village,
surrounded by wooden palisades®®. A third case, in the Bralovcsicza village (identified with Bralostita
village), in the north of Dolj county; ,A brick church with a surrounding wall, along with a brick house,
surrounded by wooden palisades®™*.

There is a single example of the gardens inside the noble residencies, namely the one in Warestie
village (figure 3), still unknown locality in the east-north-east area of Bucharest®*; here, we have ,a lovely
boyar house with a garden and a church™>.

Both in the German Manuscripts and in the Specht map, we find abandoned localities®*. They are
mainly situated in the plains and low hills in Muntenia, while the most abandoned villages are in the south
of the Teleorman and Viasca villages, between the river streams Vedea and Glavacioc. As far the deserted
boyar courts, we notice that most of them are in the plains, mainly around Bucharest. We have here the



court in Kojen (Coeni-Mironesti, a locality in the Giurgiu county nowadays) where ,there was a stone
church and two ramshackled noble courts™>.

As for the existence of the interior walls as a fortification element of the boyar houses, we have one
example only, with the boyar house and the yard chapel in Bralostita village®®. These interiors are more
frequently mentioned for convents and monasteries, even some with their dimensions. Thus, in the
northern part of Arges county, in Muscel, we have three situations like this: Keres (unidentified locality)
with ,A church surrounded by an interior wall, square in shape, 3 fathoms in height®’; in the ,Davidest’
and ,Vale Monaster’ localities (identified with Davidesti and Valea Manastirii): ,Monastery and a church
surrounded by a 3 fathom high square wall”®.

In spite of the high volume of information on the boyar courts, there are some noble residencies
that are not found in those 3 volumes accompanying the Specht map. Thus, in the Potlogi, Mogosoaia and
Doicesti villages, we are not anything told about the Constantin Brancoveanu palaces; Potlogi (Podlogien -
figure 5) is not even in the text, or on the map; at Mogosoaia (Mogotschoi - figure 6) there is ,A
monastery with an inside brick wall, along with a church”™®; at Doicesti (Dojocsestie - figure 7) we have ,A
stone church with a 5 fathoms height inside wall and 2 fathoms thickness*®°. There are just a part of those
not mentioned, but we think they are of reference for their significance. Another situation would be when
they are included in the text but not represented on the map; an example is the complex with the church
and noble court in Tatarastii de Sus (Tartaresti Ober - figure 8), in the north of Teleorman county, with ,A
large church and noble court®*.

To classify the boyar courts, we also find the name of ,Castle’, besides boyar courts and noble
houses. This term is rarely used, for only 11 constructions in Wallachia; eight of them are in villages
between Ploiesti and Targoviste (figure 1), close to the Bucharest - Targoviste road: Filipestii de Padure
(Philipestie de Beduria - figure 9), Margineni (Marzineny), the former Monastery Margineni (Marsineni
Kloster - figure 10), now the prison in I.L.Caragiale commune, Cricoveni (Krikoven), Calinesti (Callinestie
- figure 9), Filipesti (Phillipestie - figure 11), Bdleni (Baalen - figure 12), Dobra (Lupojana - figure 13)°%;
to the south of Bucharest, there are two castles, at Magusest®® and Fiorestie®, still unidentified, the former
in the Neajlov delta into Arges, the latter in the south of Herdsti, also in Arges river meadow. A last
mention is made about the existence of a castle at Brdncoveni (Brankovan - figure 14), currently in the
Olt county - an old noble court of the Craiovescu family, living in the area since Constantin Brancoveanu -
where we have ,Monastery...church...castle...”".

*

The three cartographic documents, by the nature of their information, are somewhat useless in
making a typological analysis of the boyar courts built in Wallachia until the end of the 18th century.
Instead, they may help us know better the dynamics of the noble residencies and how the elements like
roads, waterways, landforms and interest poles have influenced the evolution and spread of this
architecture program.

The two maps and von Bawr’s work are not similar, While Cantacuzino shows only what is more
important °® - both for the sites and the natural elements - von Bawr and Specht intend to reflect the
entire situation. It is obvious that the documents drafted between 1790 and 1791 are the most complete.
Upon considering that the Memoriile ... and Specht map are contemporary, the information provided by



the two complement each other and mutually correct. As a principle, a special attention should be paid to
the elements that show in all three documents; the fact that a site is mentioned not only in the end of the
century works but in the 1700 map, may be proof of its importance. Also, it should be researched what
happened with those localities and boyar courts in Cantacuzino but absent in von Bawr and Specht.

As seen throughout the study, these three documents do not contradict one another in terms of the
boyar courts distribution to regions or counties. Specht mentions a number of 280 courts, where 80 of
them are in Oltenia; the ratio is close to Cantacuzino’s where 20 aut of 76 noble residencies were to the
west of Olt. A conclusion is that the area where most of them are gathered is around Bucharest,
Targoviste and Ploiesti cities. Dambovita and Prahova, where the top boyar families had their mansions,
are two of the most populated counties.

Likewise, in the 18th century, the capital of the Wallachia will polarize the attention of boyars, and
the best proof is the large number of ensembles that are in the I/fov county, between 1770 and 1790. The
phenomenon of ,migration’ for the noble courts from the hilly regions (which offered a natural and efficient
protection) to the plain ones, close to the Danube, and implicitly to the Ottoman Empire, is one the most
interesting issue of the changes occuring in the noble architecture in Wallachia, at the end of Middle Ages.
It is worthwhile mentioning that not the entire southern Muntenia has been exposed to the Turkish
danger. For example, Teleorman, seems to be have been constantly avoided by boyars; there was no
noble construction during the 18th century.

The cartographic documents presented above might be a starting point to draw a complete map of
the medieval boyar courts in Wallachia. Such a map where to be included the times when the courts were
built and - if possible - the various and known architectural types, would be a useful work instrument for
all the researchers dealing with the issue of the noble residencies.
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APPENDIX 1 Specht Map 1790-1791. Sheet - a sketch with Wallachia division into 108 squares

APPENDIX 2 Photographs. Images of some representative squares and fragments of squares.
Figure 1 Square 70, with the noble complexes and Ploiesti city, to the right of the image

Figure 2 Square 72, with the noble complexes around Bucharest
Figure 3 Varasti, square 81
Figure 4 Dobreni, square 73

Figure 5 Potlogi, square 61



Figure 6 Mogosoaia, square 72

Figure 7 Doicesti, square 59

Figure 8 Tatarastii de Sus, square 52

Figure 9 Filipestii de Padure and Calinesti, square 70
Figure 10  Margineni Monastery, square 70

Figure 11 Filipesti, square 70

Figure 12  Baleni, square 70

Figure 13 Dobra - Lupoiana, square 70

Figure 14  Brancoveni, square 32

APPENDIX 3 Table — a summary of the location and number of noble courts in the squares, as per the
Specht Manuscripts

OBSERVATIONS:

The squares 1, 8, 9, 17, 35 are not found

In the squares 2-5, 7, 10, 13, 15, 16, 24-27, 33, 34, 36, 37, 41, 43-46, 54, 56-59, 63-68, 75, 76, 84, 85,
88, 90-92, 96-101, 103-108 there in nothing in the section “Solid buildings”.

Notes
* University of Architecture, Faculty of Architecture, Bucharest

! Giurescu 1943, p. 22. In March 1694, High Steward Cantacuzino met with count Marsigli to provide him with certain explanations
about historic and geographical data on Wallachia. It seems that the H.S. noticed the serious mistakes that the cartographers
were usually making.

2 Ibidem, pp. 23, 25. A few years after the map publication, Hrisant Notara writes Introducere in geografie, where he reminds
many times about the Cantacuzino map.

3 Ibidem, p. 24. Meletie, bishop of Arta and later of Athens, wrote a general geography between 1701 and 1702, which was
printed in Venice in 1728. In his work, Meletie reminds twice of Cantacuzino map.

* Ibidem, p. 1. At the beginning of his work, Istoria delle moderne rivoluzioni della Valachia, published in Venice, Anton-Maria del
Chiaro includes the Wallachia map; the drawing is at a smaller scale, for a better use; also, the names are translated into Italian.

5> Ibidem, pp. 2, 24. Historian C. C. Giurescu believes that the copy discovered by consul Dimancescu belonged to Edmond
Chisthull, who visited Muntenia in 1702; on that occasion, Chisthull received a copy of the map from even its author. In 1929, the
Romanian Academy was given a photographic copy of the map, in its natural size

6 Should we consider the circa 2700 sites named by Bawr in his work about Wallachia, it means that the 550 localities on the map
represent between a quarter and a fifth of the total in Muntenia, around 1700. See also Bawr 1778.

’ Cities and fairs have the same graphical sign.

8 Giurescu 1943. As for Giurescu'’s article, the original drafted by Cantacuzino was in Greek. The copy found at the British Museum
was in Greek and Latin: the legend is in Greek and Latin, some geographical elements are called in both languages, etc.

° Ibidem, p. 5. See the explanation of the graphical signs.

10 1bidem, p. 14. Cerneti shows as the capital of Mehedinti county.

11 Among the Muntenia cities and villages, there was Orasul de Floci, deserted during the Russian-Turkisk war in 1768 - 1774.

12 Giurescu 1937, pp. 15 - 16. The Sacuieni county was dissolved in 1 January 1845.

3Giurescu 1957, p. 94. Taking into account that Bratasani has a boyar court, we assume that the Bratasani village was a
‘Romanian’ village. As shown by Giurescu in his work about the Russian map in 1835, reprinted in 1853, when were building



another village on the site of a destroyed one, the Romanians had the custom to change its name. There is a high probability that

Soparlita village was a re-establishment of Bratasani village.

14 Giurescu 1943, p. 19. Crivina is one of the four monasteries in Romanati, besides Brancoveni, Calui and Hotarani.

15 Bawr 1778, p. 163. In Bawr’'s work shows a village Ciocanesti, on Arges, bordering with Muscel county. On the Russian map in

1835, the Ciocanesti village is in the Muscel county. Anyway, Bawr does not mention any boyar court in this village.

16 Copaceani is not mentioned in Bawr; on the Russian map in 1835, it is in the Muscel county.

17 In 1700, the Magureni village was in Arges. On the Russian map, there is a Magureni village in Teleorman county but none in

Arges.

18 Hagiesti - Ilfov (1640); Cotofeni - Dolj (1653); Bajesti - Arges (1666), Piscani — Arges (16th century), Retevoiesti - Arges (15-

16 centuries), Heresti — Giurgiu (1640 - 1644).

19 This work has not examined the Oltenia maps done by the Austrian cartographers.

20 Bawr 1778, p. 2. As seen in Bawr investigations, they took place in 1769. See also Popescu-Spineni 1978, p. 190.

21 Bawr 1778, p. 229.

22 popescu-Spineni 1978, p. 190. The Moldavia map was printed in 300 copies, supported from public funds.

2Bawr 1778, pp. 104 - 105. The translation of the authors.

24 Around 1770, Wallachia was divided into 17 counties, the same as during Cantacuzino time. Even though the territorial units

were similar, their borders were not. The best proof is the sites that were located in a county in 1700 and in one of the

neighboring one seven decades later.

2> Bawr 1778, p. 104.

26 Giurescu 1957, p. 82.

z; Bawr 1778, p. 104. Von Bawr was stating, in the introduction to chapter V, that he had studied the administration documents.
See note 13.

2 Concerning Arges, Muscel and Olt, which seem less researched that other counties in Wallachia, we say the following: on

Cantacuzino map, these 3 counties were totalling 14 villages with boyar courts, while von Bawr’s showed only 3 curti (5 times

less).

30 The southern end of Ilfov county is on the Danube bank, and the county partially overlaps the present Cildrasi and Giurgiu.

31 Bawr 1778, pp. 126 - 127.

32 In some cases (see the villages in S&cuieni), the identification of the localities is quite difficult; we believe that the names have

been deformed.

33 From von Bawr description, we do not understand whether it is about dams for mills or for recreation. Sice most of the sites had

dams, we will consider the former option.

34 Bawr 1778, p. 9. The translation of the authors.

35 Stoicescu 1959, p. 373. The Russian workers were doing and maintaining the ponds and the dams for the mills.

36 Nicolae Docan, Memoriu despre lucrdrile cartografice privitoare la résboiul din 1787-1791, in ,Analele Academiei Romane”, Seria

II, Tom XXXIV, Memoriile Sectiunii Istorice, Bucharest, 1912, pp. 1249-1360.

37 Mih&ilescu 1929, p.366.

38 Mihailescu 1929, p.367.

39According to the upper-right representation of each sheet, the measurement unit are the German step (0.96 m) and mile (1.609

m).

40 Mih&ilescu 1929, p.366. The 1855-1857 map was done at the same scale by the Austrian cartographers; this is a very precise

topographic drawing. Thus, the representation of the localities borders coincides with the map done by the Romanian Army

between 1905 and 1907. Popescu-Spineni 1978: p.232: ,At the request of Barbu Stirbei, Marshall Fligely did the topographic

drawing of Oltenia and Muntenia (between 1855 and 1857); the map printing took place in Vienna, in 1864, during Alexandru Ioan

Cuza’s reign, who hires Carol Popp de Szatmary to reproduce this map.” The entire collection can be found at the Library of

Romanian Academy, Department of Maps.

*! Ibidem, p.367. ,The representation of the waters in blue, a little too much curly, sometimes gives details that enable solving

interesting issues of Physical Geography.’

42 Ibidem, p.368. 'Different representations for the forests (darker brown with black, vertical and thick sticks), the thin forests and

bushes (rarer sticks or thinner sticks, lighter brown). The meadow forests are in green and the swamp ones in blue.”

43 Ibidem, p.370.



44 Manuscrise Germane 3, section nr. 2 bis 125, 1*'Theil, Manuscrise Germane 1, section nr. 126 bis 261, 2! Theil, Manuscrise
Germane 1, section nr. 262 bis 394, 3*Theil. Copied between July-December 1912, The Library of Romanian Academy,
Department of manuscripts.

45 Each square is divided into four ‘sectors’, as it is today in cartography; thus, the numbering of the sectors is in an ascending
order: upper left, upper right, lower left, lower right. We have the following volumes: vol.I - sectors 2-125 (squares 2-34), vol.II
- sectors 126-261 (squares 36-71), vol.III - sectors 262-394 (squares 72-108).

6 The difference between the grinding mills and the others is being made.

47 This formulation is to be found under the column in the text, in the three Specht Manuscripts. Translation of the authors.

8 For the distribution of the boyar courts, see Appendix 3.

49 Specht Manuscripts B, square 39, p.76. Translation of the authors.

50 Specht Manuscripts B, square 51, p.186. Translation of the authors.

51 Specht Manuscripts A, square 21, p.215. Translation of the authors.

52 It is not about the present Varasti commune (Giurgiu county), located in south, south-east of Bucharest, which includes Dobreni
village (figure 4), where the court of Constantin Serban is, mentioned in the Specht Manuscripts C, square 73, p.63: ;A church
built in stone, along with a boyar court.’ Translation of the authors.

53 Specht Manuscripts C, square 81, p.129. Translation of the authors.

>4 Mih&ilescu 1929, p.366. On the Specht map, the abandoned villages are ‘marked with green spots and a cross, in the steppe
and outskirts of the woods.”

55 Specht Manuscripts C, square 74, p.67. Translation of the authors.

¢ See note 51.

57 Specht Manuscripts B, square 49, p.169. Translation of the authors.

58 Specht Manuscripts B, p.163. Translation of the authors.

59 Specht Manuscripts C, square 72, p.42. Translation of the authors.

80 Specht Manuscripts B, square 59, p.240. Translation of the authors.

61 Ibidem, square 52, p.196. Translation of the authors.

62 Specht Manuscripts B, square 70.

63 Specht Manuscripts C, square 73, p.28.

64 Specht Manuscripts C, square 83, p.148.

85 Specht Manuscripts A, square 132, p.345.

%€ In comparison with other cartographic documents and statistics compiled at the end of the 18th century and beginning of the
19th, we notice that high steward Cantacuzino represented between a quarter and a fifth from the boyar sites and courts in 1700.



CONCURS

CONCURS DE ARHITECTURA SI PEISAGISTICA
SUSTINUT DE RENAULT TECHNOLOGIE ROUMANIE SI REVISTA « ARHITECTURA »

Asist. univ. drd. arh. Irina CALINESCU*
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. Concurs
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susgmul die Renault Tﬂchn. i Roumame si rewsl.a Arhitectura
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Rezumat: Tema concursului de arhitectura si peisagistica propus de Renault Technologie Roumanie
si revista “Arhitectura” pentru luna februarie a anului 2010, consta in “amenajarea din punct de
vedere arhitectural si peisagistic” a unui teren in vecinatatea DN7 dorindu-se adoptarea unor solutii
care sa inglobeze energiile alternative. Lucrarea de fata prezinta in mod succint cateva dintre
solutiile propuse de studentii anului 4 ai Facultatii de Arhitectura din cadrul Universitatii Spiru Haret
din Bucuresti.

Cuvinte cheie: concurs de arhitectura si peisagistica, Renault Technologie Roumanie, revista
Arhitectura, design, functionalitate, energii alternative.

Tema concursului a fost postata pe data de 26 februarie 2010 pe site-ul Universitatii de
Arhitectura si Urbanism Ion Mincu si pe site-ul beneficiarului (www.renault-technologie-
roumanie.com); data limita pentru incarcarea proiectelor pe site-ul beneficiarului era 26 martie.
Jurizarea si anuntarea castigatorilor fiind programata pentru 6 aprilie 2010.

Tema concursului consta in “amenajarea din punct de vedere arhitectural si peisagistic” a
zonelor descrise mai jos, urmarind totodata respectarea urmatoarelor cerinte:
Design : - “Spatiul amenajat trebuie sa ofere vizitatorilor CTT un parcurs agreabil de la intrarea in
centru si pana la intrarea in cladiri. * Concurentii erau invitati sa imagineze “un loc cu o puternica
identitate de marca” , tindndu-se cont de resursele existente si de conceptul general al centrului de
incercari.



Functionalitate :

o “camuflarea/ infrumusetarea zidului de delimitarea centrului spre DN7” , atat din exterior , cat
si din interior ,pe tot parcursul anului
o Crearea unui parcurs agreabil pentru vizitatori ,de la intrarea in centru pana la cladirea
principala, punand in valoare elementele deja existente ( ex. cursul de apa care traverseaza
terenul)

Punerea in valoare a paraului care traverseaza zona;
o Crearea unui peisaj agreabil vizibil din cladirea principala , atat de la parter cat si de la etaj ;
o Crearea unor spatii de recreare pentru vizitatori ( ex. peluze pe care sa se poata sta, locuri de
luat masa, locuri de fumat,etc.) ;
o Cai de acces - alei - intre diverse elemente din peisaj

Energii alternative - se dorea integrarea unor solutii de energii alternative.
Solutiile propuse se elaborau in concordanta cu normele si normativele in vigoare .

Proiectele urmau sa contind urmatoarele piese:
- partea descriptiva a conceptului

- schita conceptului

- descrierea tehnica a solutiei proiectului .

Imagini din martie 2010
Cladirea P+1 a CTT ;

Imagini din martie 2010
zona de acces din DN7 ;
Imagini din martie 2010




Cursul de apa care traverseaza proprietatea .

PLAN DE SITUATIE
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DN7

La acest concurs au participat din grupa 401 ( prof. dr. arh. Mihail Caffe ,arh. Irina Calinescu)
Nagy Krisztina (impreuna cu 2 studenti de la Universitatea de Arhitectura Ion Mincu);
si din grupa 407 ( lector drd.arh. Ioana Petrescu , drd.arh. Irina Calinescu) urmatorii student;i :
1.Banica Bogdan,
2.Marcu Cosmina ,
3. Popan Alma ,



4.Sarbu Marius ( care din pacate nu a putut sa se inregistreze oficial depasind limita de varsta
prevazuta in regulamentul de participare ; respectiv 30 ani).

Echipa 1 ( gr.401) Castigatoarea locului 1.

Rezolvarea Imprejmuirii
ca element semnal, folosind
elemente compozitionale ale
siglei Renault- rombul se citeste
din parcursul auto pe DN7 din
ambele sensuri pe un soclu-
fundal galben crom. Acest
element decorativ va fi luminat ,
astfel incat imaginea rombului
sa poata fi perceputa si pe
timpul noptii.

Accesul dinspre DN7 spre
interiorul incintei este flancat de
un alt element de decor, o
stilizare a evolutiei mijlocului de
- transport realizata din fasii
metalice rezultate din reciclarea
deseurilor metalice. Aceasta
imagine ma duce cu gandul la
scara evolutiei umane ( Darwin).




Spre intrarea in CTT, parcursul aleii de acces are ca si element central de interes o oglinda de apa ,
a carei forma este chiar sigla Renault . Relatia dintre spatiile plantate si alei are ca motiv rombul.

In spatiul destinat parcarii este amplasatd si o constructie usoara care va addposti unele activitati
specifice lansarilor produselor Renault.







Echipa 2 ( gr.407).

Imprejmuirea este realizatd din panouri de beton in care sunt inserate niste forme paralelipipedice
transparente care joaca rolul de “vitrine de expunere”. Aici se vor expune noile modele ,oferte...etc.

Accesul principal se va face trecand printr-un element de
decor, o structura metalica usoara cu sectiune romboidala, care
poate fi si un elemente de afisaj temporar.

O structura metalica usoara alcatuita dintr-o retea de stéalpi si
copertine romboidale translucide, va adaposti activitatile
exterioare.

Rombul guverneaza conturul spatiilor verzi, aleile au un traseu
simplu si sunt realizate din dale ecologice.



Concluzii

Participarea studentilor la acest concurs nu a grevat absolut deloc activitatea didactica in curs; mai
mult, toti participantii au obtinut la proiectul 3-semestrul II (predat la cca o saptamana dupa predarea
concursului) , note de la 8 in sus , iar prezenta acestora la activitatile de atelier si cursuri a fost de 100%.

Au lucrat cu profesionalism , s-au documentat si in mod evident le-a placut sa participe la o astfel
de competitie.

Este de remarcat , avand in vedere si experienta pe care am avut-o lucrand cu studentii la Centrul
Cultural , ca astfel de participari la activitati extra curriculare reprezinta un stimulent pentru eforturile
studentilor atat la proiectele « de scoala » cat si la cele unde sunt invitati sa participe.

Note

* Universitatea Spiru Haret, Facultatea de Arhitectura, Bucuresti



CONTEST

ARCHITECTURE AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE CONTEST
ORGANIZED BY RENAULT TECHNOLOGIE ROUMANIE AND "ARHITECTURA"” MAGAZINE

Assist. Lecturer Arch. Irina CALINESCU*
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Abstract: The theme of the contest held in February 2010 was “the architectural and town planning-based
development” of a land near DN 7, based on alternative energies. This paper briefly presents a few
solutions advanced by the 4" Year students of the Faculty of Architecture of Spiru Haret University,
Bucharest.

Key words: architecture and landscape architecture contest, Renault Technologie Roumanie, “Arhitectura”

review, design, purpose, alternative energies

The contest theme was posted on the Website of Ion Mincu University of Architecture and Town
Planning, on 26 February 2010 (www.renault-technologie-roumanie.com); the deadline for uploading the
projects was 26 March. The winners were to be announced on 6 April 2010.

The contest theme was “the architectural and town planning-based development” of the below
mentioned areas. Requirements:
In terms of design: - “We must provide the CTT visitors a pleasant tour of the centre and of its
component structures”.



Purpose:
o “improving the boundary wall to DN 7”, both from the outside and from the inside;
o providing the visitors a pleasant tour of the centres and of its component structures,
highlighting the existing elements (the stream crossing the land);
o The visitors enjoying the view from the main building, both from the ground floor and from the

first floor;
o Providing the visitors eating, smoking areas and the like;
o Providing ways of access - alleys — between the various elements;

In terms of alternative energies - implementing alternative energy-based procedures in line with the
legislation in force.

The projects must include:
-concept description;

-the draft design;
-technical specifications.

Pictures from March 2010
CTT building (ground floor plus first floor); Road of access from DN7



Pictures from March 2010

The stream crossing the land.
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] Participants: Architect Mihail Caffe, Professor PhD, Irina Calinescu, Architect, Nagy Krisztina
and 2 students from Ion Mincu University of Architecture (group 401); Architect Ioana Petrescu,
Lect PhD, Irina Calinescu, Architect and the following students from group 407

1.Banica Bogdan

2.Marcu Cosmina

3. Popan Alma

4.Sarbu Marius (unfortunately, unable to officially participate for exceeding the age stipulated in the
Regulations, namely 30 years).

Team 1 (group 401) — Winners
The enclosure, as signal element, bearing the Renault symbol - the rhombus - can be seen on DN
7, from both ways. This yellow-chrome lighting element is noticeable at night as well.

The road of access from DN 7 to the centre premises is framed by another decorative element -
metal strips made of recycled scrap metals. This picture reminds me of the human evolution scale

(Darwin).




On the way to the centre, we can see a Renault symbol-shaped glass of water.



The parking lot houses a structure meant for Renault products presentations.




Team 2 (group 407).

The surrounding elements are concrete panels including transparent parallelepiped figures, acting as
“displays”. New models and offers will be displayed here.

One can enter the centre through a decorative element - a
rhombic-shaped lightweight metal structure, acting also as a
temporary display panel. A lightweight metal structure made of a
pole and translucent rhombic cover network will house the
outdoor activities. The rhombus governs the green areas; the
alleys are simple and are made of environmentally friendly slabs.




Conclusions

The students participating in the contest did not interfere with their school activity; moreover, all
participants were marked by 8 up for the third project in 2" semester.

They proved dedication and conducted research work all throughout the contest.

Having in view that we worked with the students at the Cultural Centre, we consider the extra-
curriculum activities have an important part.

Notes

* Spiru Haret University, Faculty of Architecture, Bucharest



PORTRET

ARHITECTUL ION D. BERINDEY

Lector univ. drd. arh. Sidonia TEODORESCU*

Rezumat: Ion D. Berindey (1871-1928) a studiat arhitectura la Scoala de Arte Frumoase din Paris,
unde a absolvit in anul 1897. A fost un apreciat arhitect si urbanist roman, ale carui lucrari in stil
eclectic, neogotic, Art Nouveau si neoromanesc impresioneaza prin armonie si eleganta. Unele dintre
operele sale cele mai cunoscute sunt: in Bucuresti: Palatul Cantacuzino (Muzeul National George
Enescu), Teatrul Foarte Mic, Casa Assan (Casa Oamenilor de Stiinta), casa si Muzeul Kalinderu, Palatul
Culturii din Iasi, palatul Cantacuzino din Floresti.

Cuvinte cheie: arhitectura neoroméaneasca si eclectica, Ion D. Berindey.

Vom prezenta opera arhitectului Ion D. Berindey, licentiat la Paris, autor al unor lucrari dintre care
amintim: palatul Gheorghe Grigore Cantacuzino, situat pe Calea Victoriei, casa George Assan (astazi,
Casa Oamenilor de Stiinta) din Piata Lahovary, Sindicatul Ziaristilor (astazi, Teatrul Foarte Mic) in
Bucuresti, Palatul Culturii din Iasi.

Date biografice

Ion D. Berindey (Berindei) (28 iunie 1871 - 29 septembrie 1928) este unul dintre numele
marcante ale arhitecturii romanesti de la inceputul secolului XX. Tatal sau, Dimitrie Berindey (1832-
1884), a fost de asemenea, arhitect. Dupa ce a urmat studii pregatitoare la Scoala de Poduri si Sosele
din Bucuresti, in anul 1887, Ion D. Berindey pleaca in Franta pentru a-si face acolo studiile artistice,
sectia de arhitectura de la Scoala de Arte Frumoase din Bucuresti nefiind pe vremea aceea organizata
complet. Diplomat al Scolii de Arte Frumoase din Paris in anul 1897, Ion Berindey este numit, dupa ce
revine in tara, arhitect sef al Ministerului de Interne (1899-1901) si profesor la Sectia de Arhitectura a
Scolii de Arte Frumoase (Scoala de Belle-Arte) din Bucuresti (1900). A fost ales vicepresedinte al
Societatii Arhitectilor din Bucuresti: intre 14 decembrie 1900-11 ianuarie 1905 si intre 22 martie 1916-
23 ianuarie 1919%,



Fig. 1- Fotografie din ,Revista Poporului”, anul al XIII-lea, 1904, articolul ,Omagiu si recunostinta
arhitectului Ioan D. Berindey”( [17], pachetul CLXXX, dosar 7, f. 56)

Lucrari de arhitectura

In activitatea de arhitect, un loc important il ocup3 realizarea de locuinte individuale, construite
pentru burghezia din acea epoca, dintre care cele mai cunoscute sunt:

In Bucuresti

e 1898-1899 - casa generalului Eraclie Arion, bd. Lascar Catargiu, 15, astazi, sediul Agentiei Nationale
de Integritate, realizata in stil Ludovic XV; monument istoric. Este prima comanda a tanarului arhitect
Ion D. Berindey, diplomat al guvernului francez.

e 1898-1903 - Palatul Gheorghe Grigore Cantacuzino, Calea Victoriei, 141 - astazi, Muzeul National
George Enescu si sediul Uniunii Compozitorilor din Romania; monument istoric.

Gheorghe Grigore Cantacuzino, denumit Nababul, ajuns in 1899 seful partidului conservator si
prim-ministru, a luat hotdrérea de a-si construi cea mai frumoasa locuinta din Bucuresti. Arhitectul
Berindey a realizat-o in spiritul grandilocvent 1900 al Ecole des Beaux-Arts, cu influente Art Nouveau, iar
decorarea interioarelor a fost incredintatda unor artisti faimosi in epoca: Nicolae Vermont, Gheorghe
Demetrescu Mirea si Costin Petrescu pentru picturile murale, Emil Wilhelm von Becker pentru sculpturi si
ornamentatia sculpturala si Casele Mercier si Kriéger din Paris pentru decoratia interioara (tapiserii,
candelabre, lampi, vitralii etc.). Palatul a fost creat dupa modelul resedintelor nobiliare pariziene (hotel
de ville), cladiri asezate in mijlocul lotului de teren, in jurul carora se amenajau gradini.




Dupa moartea Nababului, in 1913, palatul a trecut in posesia fiului sdu, Mihail G. Cantacuzino si a
sotiei acestuia, Maria (Maruca, nascuta Rosetti-Tescanu), care, dupa decesul prematur al sotului, se va
recasatori in 1937 cu George Enescu. Cuplul Enescu a locuit, intre 1945-1946, in casa mai mica din
spatele palatului, destinata initial administratiei cladirii. Astazi aceasta casa a devenit Casa Memoriala
George Enescu.

In anii ‘40, palatul a adapostit sediul Presedintiei Consiliului de Ministri, apoi, din 1947, Institutul
de Studii Romano-Sovietice. Dupa moartea lui George Enescu in 1955, sotia sa a lasat prin testament,
palatul si cladirile anexe, muzeului dedicat memoriei compozitorului. Din 1956, aici functioneaza Muzeul
National George Enescu si Uniunea Compozitorilor si Muzicologilor din Romania.

Fig. 2 - Fatada din spate a Palatului Cantacuzino,; desen din arhiva Muzeului National de Arta al
Romaéniei, inv. 801/112.793

e 1901 - casa Grigore Olanescu, bd. Lascar Catargiu, 51 - ridicata in stil Ludovic al XV-lea si demolata

in 1989, despre care Constantin Olariu scrie:
Aici, la capatul nordic al Caii Victoriei, au fost practic inmorméntate doua bijuterii ale orasului:
impozantul palat ,Ollanescu” proiectat de marele arhitect Ion D. Berindey, palat inlocuit cu un
corp de blocuri insipide, implantate acolo parcd anume pentru a astupa deschiderea si
perspectiva bulevardului Lascar Catargiu si Caii Victoriei, si a doua bijuterie, mica, dar de cert
rafinament - ,Marul de Aur”, opera arhitectului George M. Cantacuzino, o oaza de neuitat pentru
toti bucurestenii, dar mai cu seamd pentru boema Capitalei’.




Fig. 3 - Casa Grigore Olanescu, imagine de epoca

e 1902 - vila Ganescu, sos. Kiseleff, 9; monument istoric.

Fig. 4 - Vila Ganescu

e 1901-1905 - casa industriasului George Assan, piata Lahovary, 9 - azi, Casa Oamenilor de Stiinta,
realizata in stil Ludovic XVI; monument istoric.

Arhitectul urmareste acelasi principiu de insertie urbana si aceeasi linie stilistica pe care o folosise si la
palatul Cantacuzino, dar la scara redusa.




Fig. 5 - Casa George Assan. Terasa dinspre gradina

e 1905 - casa George Solacolu, str. Visarion, 8 (colt cu bd. Lascar Catargiu) - cladire de inspiratie
eclectica.

In urma cu zece ani, casa era intreaga, chiar bine intretinuta. Din 2001 este lasata in
paragina. In 2007 are tdmplaria scoasa si fatada mutilata. In 2008, dupa o tentativa de demolare

esuatd, a mai ramas din ea doar o gu_iné. ?
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Fig. 6 - Casa George Solacolu.

e 1902-1906 - casa Alexandru G. Florescu, str. Henri Coanda, 22, realizata in stil Ludovic al XVI-lea;
monument istoric. Aceasta cladire a fost numita in epoca ,,un admirabil Trianon”.




Fig. 7 - Casa lui Alexandru G. Florescu, fost secretar al Ministerului Afacerilor Externe. Str. Cosma
(astazi, Henri Coanda), [4], p. 115

e 1906-1908 - Muzeul si casa Kalinderu, str. Dr. Sion, 2 - 4 (pastrat partial, astazi Institutul de Arte
Plastice Nicolae Grigorescu); monument istoric.
Din 2002, cladirea e administrata de MNAC, iar acum trece la MNAR.

Fig. 8 - Planurile pentru autorizatia de construire a Muzeului Kalinderu, Directia Arhivelor Municipiului
Bucuresti



e 1908-1909 - casa amiral Vasile Urseanu (astazi, Observatorul Astronomic si Muzeul Stiintelor
Experimentale), bd. Lascar Catargiu, 21, destinat de la inceput a servi drept locuinta sotilor Urseanu si
ca observator astronomic. Forma cladirii imita conturul unei nave, iar cupola ei a fost de la inceput
amenajata pentru observatii astronomice. La 7 ani dupa decesul sotului sau, Jana Urseanu doneaza
imobilul, Municipiului Bucuresti, pentru a se instala aici Pinacoteca; monument istoric.

Fig. 9 - Observatorul astronomic Vasile Urseanu in 1961

e 1909 - casa Eliza Zanescu, str. Emil Balaban, 6.

e 1909-1913 - casa doctorului Ioan E. Costinescu, str. Thomas Massarik (fosta Salciilor), 31. Este una
dintre primele incercari de stil romanesc, imbindnd elemente arhitecturale bizantino-romanesti,
armonios intrunite.

Fig. 10 - Casa dr Ioan E tost/nescu ([3], p 270)

o 1911 - vila Hugo Staadecker, str. Dumbrava Rosie, 4; monument istoric.
1911 - vila D. Emanoil = Ion Procopiu, str. Dumbrava Rosie, 5; monument istoric.




Plastica arhitecturala tradeaza inspiratia de factura franceza si asemanarea cu palatele de la
Versailles, Marele si Micul Trianon.

Intre anii 1915-1930, se pare c& ar fi locuit aici artista Elvira Popescu. La primul si la al doilea
nivel, spatiul se organizeaza in jurul unui hol central, desfasurat in lungime intre cele doua intrari. La
primul nivel (piano nobile), la capatul nord-vestic al holului, este amenajat prin intermediul a cateva
trepte, un podium folosit probabil pe post de scena pentru reprezentatiile teatrale cu care Elvira Popescu
isi delecta invitatii.

Fig. 11 - Casa Procopiu, strada Dumbrava Rosi, nr. 5

1911 - casa Tanasescu, str. Dumbrava Rosie, 11; monument istoric.

1911 - vila Maria Ioanidi, bd. Dacia, 79; monument istoric.

1912 - casa Ana Berindey, str. Maria Rosetti, 26A.

1913 - vila N. Iatan-Poenaru - Clementina Frunzeanu, str. Polona, 2 - in prezent, resedinta
Ambasadorului Canadei la Bucuresti; monument istoric. Constructia apartine unui prototip de vila al
arhitectului, pe baza caruia au mai fost ridicate imobilul din str. Henri Coanda, 22 si resedinta Procopiu
din str. Dumbrava Rosie, 5.
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Fig. 12 - Fatada spre strada a casei N. Iatan-Poenaru, Arhivele PMB

BCARA Soz-loo

o 1911-1915 - casa Adina si Emil Costinescu, str. Polond, 4, actuala Ambasada a Japoniei;
monument istoric. Face parte din lotizarea Ioanid, prin al carei regulament, municipalitatea recomanda
stilul national si amenajarea de gradini. Apar aici, referinte la arhitectura ruralda - logii, elemente
decorative din lemn (stalpi sculptati). Construita in stil eclectic, cu elemente de factura romantica, vila
aminteste de casele de vacanta in stil regional.

e 1905-1915 -_casa avocatului Toma Stelian, sos. Kiseleff, 10;_monument istoric. Toma Stelian a fost
avocat, politician ministru al justitiei si un mare colectionar de arta. Casa lui a fost donata de acesta
statului roman, ca muzeu. Din 1931, casa a functionat ca muzeu de artd, nucleul viitorului MNAR. Astazi,
este sediul PSD. In arhivele MNAR, se pdstreazd numeroase planse de la pr0|ectarea si urmarirea in
executie a resedintei Toma Stelian, realizate de arhitectul Ion D. Berindey si in biroul de arhitectura al
acestuia, fatade, detalii din exterior si decoratii interioare, desenate intre anii 1905-1915.




Fig. 13 — Casa Toma Stelian

o 1911-1914 - casa Emanuel Kretulescu, str. Dacia, 15, colt cu str. Henri Coanda.
o 1911-1915 - casa Grigore Filipescu, str. Nicolae Filipescu, 40 - astazi, Secretariatul de Stat pentru
Culte din Ministerul Culturii si Cultelor.

Fig. 14 - Casa Grigore Filipescu

o 1912-1914 - casa Marioara Voiculescu, str. Spiru Haret, 14.
o 1914 - casa Gh. Stoicescu, str. Jean-Louis Calderon, 82.
1916 - casa Ana si Alexandru Tartasescu, str. Dumbrava Rosie, 9; monument istoric.
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Fig. 15 - Casa Tartasescu, una dintre resedintele din lotizarea Ioanid, proiectate de Berindey

. 1920 - casa Ion Camarasescu, bd. Lascar Catargiu, 39, colt cu str. Gina Patrichi; monument
istoric.

o casa Ion D. Berindey, str. Paris, 7.

. 1923 - casa Ana Berindey (mama arhitectului, nascuta in 1847), str. Roma, 14 ; monument
istoric.

. 1922-1925 - casele cuplate Sabareanu - Leonida, bd. Dacia, 81-83.

. 1925 - casa Maria Filotti - str. Vasile Parvan, 12; monument istoric; proiectata in colaborare cu fiul

sau, arhitectul Ion I. Berindey.

In Craiova

e 1903-1907 - extinderea si decorarea casei Nicolae P. Romanescu - str. Unirii, 57 - devenita Casa
Universitarilor.
e 1907-1913 - vila Alexandru Poenaru - str. Eugeniu Carada, 10.

Fig. 16 - Fatada principald a resedintei Alexandru Poenaru, 5r§c3i)a. Datata ,,1908, ian”. Desen din
arhiva Muzeului National de Arta al Romaniei, inv. 654/112.646



e 1909-1914 - casa Vorvoreanu - str. Fratii Buzesti, 10.

In Constanta

e 1904-1905 - casa Manissalian, considerata in epoca un adevarat palat, bombardata in cel de-al
Doilea Razboi Mondial si ulterior demolata.

In Rosiorii de Vede

1916 - vila Amiral Urseanu, construita in stil neoromanesc.
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Fig. 17 - Vila Amiral Urseanu, Rosiorii de Vede, 1916. Desen din arhiva Muzeului National de Arta al
Romaéniei, inv. 687/112.679

In Floresti, jud. Prahova

Castelul de la Floresti, construit de catre Nababul Cantacuzino - inceput in 1911, acesta nu a apucat sa
fie terminat pana la moartea acestuia, in 1913, iar in timpul Primului Razboi Mondial a fost sediul unei
garnizoane germane, ocupantii dezvelind tabla de cupru de pe acoperis; cladirea, amplasata intr-un
parc imens pe Valea Prahovei, nu a ajuns niciodata sa fie mobilata si locuita si este astazi, in ruina.
Decoratia constructiei palatului este inspirata de catre cele doua palate Trianon de la Versailles.

In Cioceni, jud. Prahova
1906-1909 Conacul lui Paul Grecianu, demolat dupa 1948.

Dintre cladirile publice proiectate de Ion D. Berindey, pot fi exemplificate urmatoarele lucrari:



o 1900-1902 - Leaganul Sf. Ecaterina din Bucuresti, bd. Maresal Averescu (fost Miciurin), 17 -
opera de tendintda neoromaneasca - actuala Casa a Copilului.

Abordand un tip de program arhitectonic inexistent in repertoriul arhitectilor din Romania, Berindey
realizeaza Leaganul "Sf. Ecaterina", opera remarcabila prin originalitatea rezolvarii spatiului si modului in
care solutioneaza relatia comunicarii spatiului interior cu exteriorul. Stilistic, proiectul constituie prima sa
lucrare sub influenta stilului neoromanesc. Construita in 1901, capela este integrata complexului,
apartinandu-i in mod organic. Respectand volumetria clasica ortodoxa, aceasta foloseste de asemenea,
motive decorative din repertoriul neoromanesc.

o 1902-1915 - Azilul de Infirmi Regina Elisabeta din Bucuresti, Sos. Filantropiei, 39 (Ospiciu de
batrani).

. 1905-1907 - Hipodromul Baneasa, Bucuresti, demolat in 1956, a carui tribuna, prin indraznetul sau
acoperis in consola, demonstra ultimele cuceriri ale tehnicii.

- Bucuresci Mippodrom ul do n Blseksa propristates Jockey Clubilsi
_— A L TR " i
- .,

T o

ol sy

Fig. 18 - Hipodromul de la Baneasa, proprietatea Jockey Clubului. Carte postala aflata in Biblioteca
Nationala, fondul Saint Georges, pachetul CLXXX, dosarul 6, fila 69

o 1912-1921 - Palatul Sindicatului Ziaristilor (azi, Teatrul Foarte Mic) - bd. Carol I, 21. Sindicatul
Ziaristilor din Bucuresti a reusit sa-si construiasca un palat cu bani adunati de la diferite institutii si pe
un teren obtinut gratuit, de la Primaria Capitalei.




1907-1926 - Palatul Administrativ din Iasi, opera monumentala de factura romantica, ridicat in stil
neogotic, pe temeliile fostei Curti Domnesti, in prezent, Palat al Culturii. Astazi Palatul Culturii din Iasi
este sediul Complexului Muzeal National “Moldova” Iasi si cuprinde: Muzeul de Istorie al Moldovei,
Muzeul Etnografic al Moldovei, Muzeul de Arta, Muzeul Stiintei si Tehnicii.

Fig. 20 - Fotografie aflata in Biblioteca Nationala, fondul Saint Georges, pachetul CLXXX, dosarul 6, fila
40, pe verso e scris: "Palatul Ad-tiv Iasi recladit de arhitectul 1.D. Berindey 1924”

. Craiova - Muzeul Aman (str. Kogalniceanu, 9) si Spitalul ordsenesc.
o Comuna Mirosi, jud. Teleorman - proiectarea mobilierului pentru biserica comunala (strana,

tetrapodul, jilturi, scaune in stil popular).




Lucrari de urbanism

e 1904-1906 - proiect pentru Planul General al orasului Bucuresti, neconcretizat.

e 1n august 1905, este numit inspector general al expozitiei nationale jubiliare din Parcul Carol; pentru
aceasta expozitie, a proiectat Pavilionul Comisiunii Europene a Dunarii si Pavilionul Casei Staadecker.

e 1904-1906 - parcelarea Dacia-Ioanid ii este atribuita.

e August 1914 - elaborarea planului de aliniere si sistematizare a Craiovei, impreuna cu inginerul M.
Coleanu.

Concluzii

Creatia arhitectului Ion D. Berindey imbina elemente de eclectism de factura clasica franceza,
romantism, rococo, cu tendinte neoromanesti si cu elemente moderne de conceptie 1900, atat in
compozitia de ansamblu, cat si in rezolvarea decoratiei, bogat reprezentata. Cladirile proiectate de
Berindey impresioneaza prin armonie si eleganta.

Alaturi de Ion Mincu, Grigore Cerchez, Ion N. Socolescu si Petre Antonescu, Ion D. Berindey poate fi
considerat intemeietor al scolii noastre nationale de arhitectura.
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4 Desenele arhitectului Ion D. Berindey si cele din biroul de arhitecturd al acestuia fac parte din colectia
dedicata desenelor de arhitectura, din cadrul Muzeului National de Arta al Roméniei, Cabinetul de Desene
si Gravuri, intiata in anul 2005. Schitele si proiectele lui Ion D. Berindey provin din fondul Muzeului Al.
Saint-Georges.
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Abstract: Ion D. Berindey (1871-1928) studied architecture at the Beaux Arts School in Paris where he
graduated in 1897. He was a Romanian architect and urbanist, whose works in eclectic, Neo-Gothic, Art
Nouveau, and Neo-Romanian style impress by harmony and elegance. Some of his most famous works
are: in Bucharest: the Cantacuzino Palace (The National Museum George Enescu), the Very Small
Theatre, the Assan House (Scientists’ House), the Kalinderu Museum, the Palace of Culture in Iasi, the
Cantacuzino Palace at Floresti.

Keywords: Eclectic and Neo-Romanian architecture, Ion D. Berindey.

We will present the work of architect Ion D. Berindey, who graduated in Paris, author of: the
Gheorghe Grigore Cantacuzino Palace situated on Calea Victoriei, the George Assan House (nowadays -
the House of the Scientists), in Lahovary Square, The Journalists’ Syndicate (nowadays — The Very Small
Theatre) in Bucharest, The Palace of Culture in Iasi.

Biographical facts

Ion D. Berindei (Berindey) (28 June 1871 - 29 September 1928) is one of the main names of the
Romanian architecture at the beginning of the 20" century. His father, Dumitru Berindey (1832-1884)
was an architect as well. After having followed preparation studies at the School for Bridges and Roads in
Bucharest, in 1887, Ion D. Berindey leaves to France to accomplish his artistic studies, as the
architecture department of the Belle-Arts School in Bucharest was not completely organized at that time.
After graduating The Beaux Arts School in Paris in 1897, Ion D. Berindey is named chief architect of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs on his return in the country (1898-1901) and Professor at the Architecture
department of the Belle-Arts School in Bucharest (1900). He was elected vice-president of the Society of
Architects in Bucharest: between 14 December 1900 - 11 January 1905 and between 22 March 1916 - 23
January 1919%,



Fig. 1- Photograph from ,Revista Poporului”, 13th year, 1904, article , Tribute and Gratitude to
Architect Ioan D. Berindey” ”( [17], pack CLXXX, file 7, f. 56)

Architecture works

In the work of the architect, the individual houses built for the bourgeoisie of the time are very

important. Some of his main houses are:

In Bucharest:
e 1898-1899 - General Eraclie Arion House, 15, Lascar Catargiu Bld. Nowadays, it is the

headquarters of the National Integrity Agency, built in Louis XV style; it is a historic monument. It

is the first order for young architect Ion D. Berindey.
e 1898-1903 - The Gheorghe Grigore Cantacuzino Palace (The Lion House), Calea Victoriei, 141,

nowadays - the George Enescu National Museum and headquarter of the Union of Composers and

Musicologists in Romania; historic monument.




Gheorghe Grigore Cantacuzino, named the Nabab, head of the Conservative Party in 1899 and Prime
Minister, decided to build the most beautiful house in Bucharest. Architect Ion D. Berindey built it in the
1900 spirit of the School of Beaux-Arts, with Art Nouveau influences and the interior decorations were
assigned to famous artists of the time: Nicolae Vermont, Gheorghe Demetrescu Mirea and Costin
Petrescu - the mural paintings, Emil Wilhelm von Becker - the sculptures and sculptural ornamentation
and the Mercier and Kriéger Houses in Paris - the interior decorations (tapestry work, chandeliers, lamps,
stained glass etc.). The Palace was created taking the Parisian noble residences as model (hétel de ville),

buildings established in the middle of the land, surrounded by gardens.

After the Nabab died in 1913, the palace passed down to his son, Mihail G. Cantacuzino and to his
wife, Maria (Maruca, born Rosetti-Tescanu) who will marry George Enescu in 1937 after the early death
of her husband. The Enescu couple lived in the smaller house behind the palace, meant for the
administration of the building, between 1945-1946. This house is today the George Enescu Memorial

House.

In the '40s, the palace was used as headquarters of the Presidency of the Council of Ministers, then,
starting 1947, it was the Institute of Romanian-Soviet Studies. After the death of George Enescu in 1955,
his wife left the palace and the extensions to the museum dedicated to the memory of the composer.
Starting 1956, The George Enescu National Museum functions here, as well as the Union of Composers

and Musicologists in Romania.



Fig. 2 - The back facade of the Cantacuzino Palace,; drawing from the archive of Romania’s National
Museum of Art, inv. 801/ 112. 793

e 1901- Grigore Olanescu House, 51, Lascar Catargiu Bld. - Louis XV style, demolished in 1989.

Constantin Olariu wrote about it:

Here, in the North side of Calea Victoriei, there are buried two of the city’s jewels: the superb
Ollanescu palace designed by great architect Ion D. Berindey, replaced with a body of insipid blocks,
imbedded there especially to cover the opening and perspective upon Lascar Catargiu Bld. and Calea
Victoriei and the second jewel, small, but refined - "The Golden Apple”, work of architect George M.
Cantacuzino, unforgettable for all Bucharest’s inhabitants, but especially for the capital’s bohemians.?




Fig.3 - Grigore Olanescu House, epoch image

e 1902 - Ganescu Villa, 9, Kiseleff Road; historic monument.

Fig. 4 - The Ganescu Villa

e 1901-1905 - Industrialist George Assan House, 9, Lahovary square, nowodays - House of the

Scientists, Louis XVI style; historic monument.

The architect follows the same urban insertion principle and the same stylistic line that he had used

for the Cantacuzino palace, on a reduced scale though.




Fig. 5 - The George Assan House. The garden terrace

e 1905- George Solacolu House, 8, Visarion, str. (junction with Lascar Catargiu str.) - eclectic

inspiration building.

Ten years ago, the building was integral, well maintained. Since 2001, it is uncared for. In 2007 the
carpentry is removed and the facade is mutilated. In 2008, after an unsuccessful demolition attempt,
it was left in ruins.’

Fig 6 - George Solacolu House

e 1902-1906 - Alexandru G. Florescu House, 22, Henri Coanda str., Louis XVI style; historic

monument. This building was considered “a wonderful Trianon” during the epoch.

Fig. 7 - Alexandru G. Florescu House, former Minister of External Affairs, Cosma str., (nowadays
Henri Coanda), [4], p. 115



e 1906-1908 - Kalinderu House and Museum, 2-4, Dr. Sion str., (partially maintained, nowadays -

the Institute of Plastic Arts Nicolae Grigorescu); historic monument.
Since 2002, the building is managed by MNAC (National Museum of Contemporary Art) and now it
shall be managed by the National Art Museum (MNAR).

Fig. 8 - The drawings for the building authorization of Kalinderu Museum, National Archives

Department, Bucharest Municipality

e 1908-1909 - Admiral Vasile Urseanu House (nowadays - the Astronomic Observatory and the

Museum of Experimental Sciences), 21, Lascar Catargiu Bld., meant to be the house of the
Urseanu family and astronomic observatory as well. The shape of the building imitates the form of
a ship and its cupola was arranged from the beginning for astronomical observations. Seven years
after the death of her husband, Jana Urseanu donates the building to the city of Bucharest for the

establishment of the Pinacoteca; historic monument.




Fig. 9 - Vasile Urseanu Astronomic Observatory in 1961

e 1909- Eliza Zanescu House, 8, Emil Balaban str.

e 1909-1913 - dr. Ioan E. Costinescu House, 31, Thomas Massarik (former Salciilor) str. One of the

first Romanian style attempts, it combines the Byzantine and Romanian elements.

e 1911- Hugo Staadecker Villa, 4, Dumbrava Rosie str.; historic monument.

e 1911- D. Emanoil - Ton Procopiu Villa, 5, Dumbrava Rosie str.; historic monument.

The architecture shows the French inspiration and the resemblance with the Versailles Palaces Grand and

Petit Trianon.



Between 1915-1930, Elvira Popescu is said to have lived here. On first and second floor, the space
is organised around a central hall, entirely developed between the two entrances. We find a podium in
the North-West extremity of the first floor (piano nobile), probably used as stage for the theatre

representations Elvira Popescu used to delight her guests with.

T

Fig. 11- Procopiu House, 5, Dumbrava Rosie str.

e 1911 - Tanasescu House, 11, Dumbrava Rosie str, historic monument.

e 1911- Maria Ioanidi Villa, 79, Dacia Bld; historic monument.
e 1912 - Ana Berindey House, 26A, Maria Rosetti str.
e 1913 - N. Iatan-Poenaru - Clementina Frunzeanu Villa, 2, Polona str., currently the residence of

the Canadian Ambassador in Bucharest; historic monument. The building belongs to a villa

prototype of the architect, which was also used for the building in 22, Henri Coanda str. and the

Emanoil - Procopiu residence, 5, Dumbrava Rosie str.
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Fig. 12 - The street fagade of N. Iatan-Poenaru House, PMB Achives

e 1911 - 1915 - Adina and Emil Costinescu House, 4, Polona str., the current Embassy of Japan;

historic monument. It is part of the Ioanid lot division, through which the municipality recommended

the national style and the garden establishment. There are references to the rural architecture-
loggias, wooden decorative elements (sculpted columns). Built in an eclectic style, with romantic
elements, the villa reminds us of the holiday castles in regional style.

e 1905 - 1915 - lawyer Toma Stelian’s House, 10, Kiseleff Road; historic monument. Toma Stelian

was a lawyer, politician, Minister of Justice and great art collector. His house was donated to the
Romanian State, as museum. Since 1931, the house functioned as an Art Museum, the nucleus of
the future MNAR. Today, it is the PSD headquarters. In the MNAR archives, we can find the design
boards for Toma Stelian House, designed by architect Ion D. Berindey and in his architecture

office, we can find facades, exterior details and interior decorations, drew between 1905-1915.



Fig. 13 - Toma Stelian House

e 1911- 1914 Emanuel Kretulescu House, 15, Dacia Bld., junction with Henri Coanda str.

e 1911- 1915 - Grigore Filipescu House, 40, Nicolae Filipescu str., nhowadays The State Secretariat

for Cults within the Ministry of Culture and Cults.
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Fig. 14 - Grigore Filipescu House

e 1912-1914 - Marioara Voiculescu House, 14, Spiru Haret str.




e 1914 - Gh. Stoicescu House, 82, Jean-Louis Calderon str.

e 1916 - Ana and Alexandru Tartdsescu House, 9, Dumbrava Rosie str.; historic monument.

&

e 1920- Ion Camarasescu House, 39, Lascar Catargiu Bld., junction with Gina Patrichi str.; historic

monument.
e Ion D. Berindey House, 7, Paris str.
e 1923 - Ana Berindey House (the architect’'s mother, born in 1847), 14, Roma str.; historic

monument.
e 1922- 1925 - Sabareanu-Leonida Twin Houses, 81-83, Dacia Bld.
e 1925- Maria Filotti House, 12, Vasile Parvan str.; historic monument; designed in collaboration

with his son, architect Ion I. Berindey.

In Craiova
e 1903-1907- expansion and decoration of Nicolae P. Romanescu House, 57, Unirii str. - it became

the House of The University.
e 1907-1913 - Alexandru Poenaru Villa, 10, Eugeniu Carada str.
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Fig. 16 - Main facade of the Alexandru Poenaru residence, Craiova. Dated ,January, 1908”. Drawing
from the archive of the Romanian National Art Museum, inv. 654/ 112. 646

e 1909 - 1914 - Vorvoreanu House, 10, Fratii Buzesti str.

In Constanta
e 1904 - 1905 - Manissalian House, considered a real palace during that era, bombed during World

War II and subsequently demolished.
In Rosiorii de Vede

e 1916 - Admiral Urseanu Villa, built in neo-Romanian style.




L s
Fig. 17 - Admiral Urseanu Villa, Rosiorii de Vede, 1916. Drawing from the archive of the Romanian
National Art Museum, inv 687/ 112. 679

In Floresti, Prahova county

The Floresti castle, built by Cantacuzino Nabab - started in 1911, was not finished until his death

in 1913 and during World War II it was the headquarters of a German garrison, the occupants exposed
the copper tiles on the roof; the building, placed in a huge park on the Prahova Valley, was never
furnished or inhabited and is in ruins today. The decoration of the palace’s construction is inspired by the

two palaces of Trianon from Versailles.

In Cioceni, Prahova county

e 1906-1909 - Paul Grecianu Mansion, demolished after 1948.

Among the public buildings designed by Ion D. Berindey, we can exemplify the following:
e 1900-1902 - St. Catherine’s Social Services Center, Bucharest, 17, Maresal Averescu Bld. (former

Miciurin Bld.) - neo-Romanian tendencies - currently Centre for Children.



Approaching a type of architectonic program non-existent in the repertoire of the Romanian
architects, Berindey builds the Saint Catherine Social Services Center, remarkable from the special point
of view and for the manner in which it solves the communication relation between the interior space and
the exterior space. Stylistically speaking, the project is his first neo-Romanian work.

Built in 1901, the chapel is integrated in the complex, organically belonging to it. Respecting the
classic orthodox volumetry, it also uses decorative motives from the Romanian repertoire.

e 1902- 1915 - The Queen Elisabeth Asylum for disabled people in Bucharest, 39, Filantropiei Road

(institution for elders).
e 1905- 1907 - the Baneasa Hippodrome, Bucharest, demolished in 1956; its tribune with its console

roof demonstrated the latest discoveries of the technique.
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Fig. 18 - Baneasa Hippodrome, Jockey Club property. Postcard from the National Library, Saint Georges
fund, pack CLXXX, file 6, leaf 69.

e 1921- The palace of the Journalists’ Syndicate (nowadays - The Very Small Theatre) - 21, Carol I
Bid.
The Journalists’ Syndicate managed to build a palace with money raised from different

institutions on a land obtained for free from the capital’s city hall.



Fig. 19 -The Journalists Syndicate, today the Very Small Theatre

1907-1926- The Administrative Palace of Iasi, monumental romantic work, neo-Gothic style, on

the ground of the former Royal Court, currently the Palace of Culture. Nowadays the Palace of
Culture of Iasi is the headquarters of the National Museum Complex “Moldova” Iasi and it
comprises: The Moldavian History Museum, The Moldavian Ethnographic Museum, The Art

Museum, The Science and Technique Museum.

Fig. 20 - Picture from the National Library, Saint-Georges fund, pack CLXXX, file 6, leaf, 40, written
on the back: , The Administrative Palace of Iasi, rebuilt by architect I. D. Berindey 1924”



e Craiova - the Aman Museum (9, Kogalniceanu str.) and the Municipal Hospital.

e Mirosi village, Teleorman county - design of the furniture for the village church (the stall,

traditional chairs).

Urban planning works

e 1904-1906- project for the General Plan of Bucharest. It was not concretized.

e In August 1905, he is assigned general inspector of the National Exhibition 1906 in Carol Park;
for this exhibition, he designed the Pavilion of the European Commission of the Danube and the
Staadecker House Pavilion.

e The Dacia-Ioanid lot division is assumed to Berindey.

e August 1914 - the plan for Craiova’s urban planning and alignment, together with engineer M.
Coleanu.

Conclusions

The work of architect Ion D. Berindey combines French classic eclectic elements, romanticism,
rococo, with neo-Romanian tendencies and modern elements, concepts from the 1900s, both in the
general composition and in the decoration, richly represented. The buildings designed by Berindey
impress by harmony and elegance.

Besides Ion Mincu, Grigore Cerchez, Ion N. Socolescu and Petre Antonescu, Ion D. Berindey can be
considered the father of our national school of architecture.
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NOTIUNI DE ARHITECTURA AR TREBUI PREDATE INCA DIN SCOALA GENERALA?
Lector univ. drd. arh. Emil RETEGAN*

Rezumat: Ne aflam in fata iminentei reformei in invatdaméntul roménesc iar intrebarea, mai mult sau mai
putin retorica ridicata in acest context este: in ce masura invatamantul de arhitectura este o prioritate si este
necesar a fi implementat inca din scoala generala. Realitatea dinamicii din ultimii ani a sectorului imobiliar ar
putea reprezenta premiza valorificarii limbajului arhitectural, la nivelul invatamantului pre-liceal pentru a
inlesni drumul catre acest domeniu vocational.

Cuvinte cheie: notiuni de arhitectura, invatamant romanesc, scoala generala

Invatamantul romanesc, din ultimii ani, a trecut si trece prin fel de fel de incercéri de reforma. Situatia
in care se prezinta el astazi este departe de a fi multumitoare. Sunt probleme importante care isi asteapta de
mult timp solutionarea. Dincolo de precaritatile materiale cu care inca se mai confrunta, de experimente ratate
si de cautari sterile, se impune neintarziat adoptarea unor masuri coerente prin care sa fie promovat un alt
sistem decat cel de pana acum, unul care sa fie capabil sa asigure conditii reale pentru ca fiecare copil sa-si
gaseasca implinirea potentialului intelectual nativ, sa se dezvolte potrivit aptitudinilor, preocuparilor si
aspiratiilor.

Cu aceste premize, nu tocmai incurajatoare, ne putem gandi la predarea unor notiuni de arhitectura
inca din scoala generala? Este aceasta o prioritate a momentului? Putem sa ne punem aceasta intrebare,
fara riscul de a fi retorica, cand in Romania mileniului trei mai sunt inca scoli care nu au apa curenta,
localurile nu intrunesc conditiile necesare obtinerii avizului sanitar de functionare, lipsesc cadrele didactice
calificate (si retribuite) corespunzator, iar copii sunt nevoiti sa parcurga kilometri pe jos ca sa ajunga la
scoala?

La prima impresie s-ar pdrea ca nu. Si totusi, judecand dupa ceea ce vedem in jurul nostru, ar fi
necesar un raspuns. Si nu numai! In Romania acestor ani se construieste mult. Asta e foarte bine! E un
semn ca traim intr-o societate dinamica si prospera(?). Sunt indreptate in acest domeniu de activitate
resurse financiare importante. Dinamica sectorului imobiliar a cunoscut cote mereu ascendente. Investitori
imobiliari vin la noi de peste mari si tari atrasi de perspectiva unor afaceri la care nici nu visasera in tarile
lor. Dar, pe de altéd parte, la o mai atenta privire, descoperim ca suntem confruntati cu tot felul de
constructii, dintre care nu putine la numar, ne agreseaza prin simpla lor prezenta, prin megalomania
afisata cu ostentatie, prin bizarerii greu de imaginat in alte parti. Suntem socati de lipsa intelegerii pentru
aspectul, pentru tinuta orasului si a bunului gust. Uneori si a bunului simt. Ne pune pe ganduri (pe unii)
totala desconsiderare a tot ceea ce existda construit (daca nu sunt demolate de la bun inceput, sunt
agresate de asa maniera, incat eliminarea lor devine o simpla problema de timp) (1). Ne contrariaza



brutalitatea strivitoare a volumetriilor ce nu tin cont decat de legile gravitatiei, stridenta culorilor,
nepotrivirea materialelor folosite. Cine poarta vina? Uneori lipsa unei culturi ,asezate” pe valori autentice.
Alteori pur si simplu goana dupa castig (suntem doar in capitalism !). De cele mai multe ori neintelegerea
investitorului cu arhitectul (rezultat al lipsei de dialog !) sau cazul cel mai rau, a ambilor, asupra a ceea ce
au de facut in locul respectiv. Indiferenta autoritatilor, a cetatenilor. Toate acestea si multe altele
marcheaza - cine stie pentru cat timp de aici incolo - coordonatele vietii noastre colective, pana la a ne
face sa ne simtim straini in propriul nostru oras. (uneori ne intrebam daca mai este al nostru).

Ne placea sa ne laudam cu amintirea ,micului Paris”. Ne mai place si acum? Mai meritam acest
apelativ? Cum il mai putem dovedi? Cu fotografii de epocad, reeditate in albume si carti ilustrate? Daca
toate aceste cladiri se construiesc totusi, inseamna ca unora le place ceea ce fac. De ce unora le place si
altora nu? Este numai o problema de gust sau si de educatie?

Si fiindca am ajuns la educatie, care ar fi leg[tura dintre problemele grave, ridicate aici si educatia in
scolile generale? Sunt intrebari la care vom incerca sa gasim, pe cat posibil, un raspuns in cele ce
urmeaza.

Carui fapt 1i datoram starea actuala, deplorabila? Lipsa dialogului este una din cauze.
Asa cum afirma Bruno Zevi in introducerea la Codul anticlasic ,Arhitectura ... trebuie sa se nasca dintr-un
dialog intemeiat pe ipoteze deschise, care sa permita societatii acordul, modificarea sau reorientarea in
functie de exigentele sale multiple si complexe”.... ,Este vorba de o participare din interior la viata orasului
si nu la o participare pasiva, ci una energetica, de interventie zilnica, fara nici un a priori autoritar”.(2)

Pentru ca aceasta sa se intample este necesar in primul rand un limbaj care sa fie deopotriva al
arhitectilor, dar sa fie si pe intelesul celorlalti. Arhitectii trebuie sa dialogheze constructiv cu nearhitectii
pentru a-si indeplini mai bine misiunea. In cunoasterea reciproca a exigentelor, dialogul dintre creator si
utilizator, joaca un rol esential. Cu cat acesta este mai deplin, cu atat cresc sansele de reusita a unui
parteneriat prin care nici o parte nu se substituie celeilalte, dar fiecare isi face treaba in cunostinta de
cauza a celeilalte.

Arhitectura, la modul constient, se face de cateva mii de ani, dar un limbaj propriu al arhitecturii
inca nu a fost inventat cu adevarat, desi nu au lipsit incercarile (3). Prin intermediul limbajului, arhitectura
trebuie sa se faca cunoscuta si inteleasa de catre toata lumea, ca orice alt domeniu de activitate. Iata de
ce pornirea trebuie sa vina din partea arhitectilor. Ei trebuie sa dea semnalul de inceput. Vor veni apoi si
ceilalti specialisti: lingvisti, filosofi, semioticieni, informati-cieni, ziaristi, oameni de media, politicieni, s.a.
Nu este o nici pe departe o misiune usoara!

Daca dialogul izbutegte, atunci nici rezultatele nu vor intarzia sa apara!

In cazul Romaniei lucrurile sunt mai complicate, deoarece istoria ei recenta a cunoscut forme de
distorsiune a vietii sociale, de fracturare si alterare a valorilor autentice (mergand péana la inversarea lor)
pe o perioada intinsa de timp, care ne-a indepartat de la o stare de normalitate. Atat de grav, ca urmele
sunt inca vizibile dupa aproape doua decenii.

Perioadei comuniste - grandilocventa pana la aberatie in formele de reprezentare a puterii (4), dar
extrem de calculata, pana la parcimonie, in privinta spatiilor destinate oamenilor muncii - i-a urmat
perioada tranzitiei (pe care inca o parcurgem?!). Dorinta de etalare a bogatiei recent acumulate (sau



numai a pretentiilor ei) pe care comanditarii zilei o afiseaza in incercarea de a uita anonimatul tiparelor
blocurilor ceausiste a ,facut casa buna” cu disponibilitatea la concesii pe fondul unor frustrari profesionale,
prea indelung exacerbate a unor arhitecti. Productiile lor au umplut Romania de la un cap la altul, intr-un
ritm frenetic, orasele cu vile si satele cu case de vacanta si pensiuni agroturistice. Peste mostenirea
comunista - monolita in structurile utilitare la care a fost redus specificul local prin forme impersonale, de
o monotonie dezarmanta si adesea dezorientativa - se suprapune acum o diversitate socanta si stridenta.
Unde sa mai punem faptul ca tehnologia si noile materiale care au devenit accesibile inca din anii 90, pot
transforma, orice trasnaie a unor oameni cu posibilitati materiale, in obiecte perfect realizabile !

Pentru ca aceste lucruri sa nu se mai repete pe scara larga, este necesar sa pornim ofensiva
castigand ,batalia” formarii tinerelor generatii.

De ce s-ar pune inca din scoala generala problema atragerii tinerilor spre intelegerea arhitecturii?
Cu cat mai devreme cu atat mai bine. Scoala, ii deprinde cu limbaje specifice unor domenii de activitate
ca: matematica, chimia, fizica, stiintele naturii. Acestea se cer insusite pentru ca mai téarziu, in viata
adulta, sa se poata descurca intr-o lume a carei complexitate sporeste an de an. Sunt domenii de cultura
generald, pe care nu toti le urmeaza in plan profesional. De arhitectura insa beneficiaza toata lumea: de la
locuinta, la spatiul public, de la locul de munca, la locul de petrecere a timpului liber. Ori pentru acest
sector nu 1i pregateste nimeni! Este o veriga lipsa in lantul formativ-educativ al individului. Si de aici apar
multe din viitoarele neajunsuri, care pornind de la individ, prin insumare, se rasfrang asupra intregii
comunitati: dezinteresul pentru spatiul public, lipsa de respect pentru imaginea pe care o ofera orasului
prin actiunile intreprinse, neintelegerea valorilor de patrimoniu, care le par perimate, s.a.

Dincolo de o simpla pledoarie pro domo, credem totusi in necesitatea acestui demers in fata
factorilor decizionali si pentru o cat mai neintarziata punere in aplicare.
Cum sa facem si cu cine sa pornim la drum?

Am in fata mea un exemplar din ,Constructii - lupta impotriva gravitatiei” cartea profesorului
american Mario Salvadori (5), o somitate plurivalenta: inginer de structuri, practician, arhitect, teoretician,
matematician si profesor universitar de prestigiu. Este dovada ca se poate: o personalitate care in
deceniile 7 si 8 ale secolului XX - a reusit sa stabileasca un dialog constructiv cu copii de varste fragede,
captivandu-i si trezindu-le interesul pentru un domeniu caruia el i-a inchinat intreaga viata. Iata cum fsi
descrie experienta inca din introducerea cartii:

~Dupa ce am predat cincizeci de ani studentilor la facultate, am invatat pe copii de 12 -13 ani, din
scolile din New York, aceleasi principii de baza din constructii, care constituie subiectul altor carti ale
mele. Mi se pare deosebit de atragator sa descopar ca acesti copii sunt capabili sa inteleaga principiile
structurale la fel de bine sau chiar mai bine decéat studentii mei”.(6)

Se poate deci. Ne trebuie doar oamenii dornici si interesati sa se dedice acestei activitati.
Tradusa si in limba romana de catre profesor dr. inginer Mircea Soare la editura Albatros, aparitie
editoriala notabild pentru anul 1983, a ramas din nefericire, in substanta cartii, literd moarta (subtitlul ar fi
trebuit sa fie mai degraba “lupta cu inertia”). Nici o idee generoasa nu a germinat si nici o initiativa nu a
razbatut pana azi. Nici macar reeditarea cartii.



Aducand in programa de invatamant studiul notiunilor de arhitectura (chiar si optional, pentru
inceput), castigul ar putea fi de partea tuturor. In primul rand societatea ar dialoga mai usor cu acea parte
a ei, implicata direct in acest domeniu de interes general si in al doilea rand, tinerii ar dispune de
orientarea necesara pentru a gasi mai usor drumul catre arhitectura. Ar putea sa o faca mai lesnicios,
depasind asperitatile unui parcurs inca destul de exclusivist. Admiterea in invatamantul superior de
arhitectura necesita o pregatire care depaseste cu mult cadrul formativ asigurat in liceu (cu exceptia celui
de arhitectura).

Ar fi o modalitate prin care ar creste sansa formarii viitorilor profesionisti de care avem nevoie,
concomitent cu ridicarea nivelului de cultura al celor ce le vor fi interlocutori (comanditari, parteneri,
colaboratori, utilizatori, critici). Riscul de a avea drept consecinta, in anii care vin, o inflatie a arhitectilor
pe piata muncii este exclus. Avem de a face totusi cu o meserie vocationala si nu toti au aceasta vocatie!
Daca ne gandim, era o vreme cand in mai toate familiile respectabile se obisnuia frecvent sa se faca
muzica, iar fii si fiicele trebuiau neaparat sa invete un instrument (pianul ori vioara). Cati din ei au ajuns
muzicieni? Putini, dar nivelul de receptare al muzicii se situa la cote inalte. Femeile, care erau de cele mai
multe ori responsabile cu educatia copiilor, le inoculau acestora, la randul lor, pasiunea dobandita macar
pentru receptarea muzicii. Cand si cand apareau muzicieni de valoare, in cazul unor copii inzestrati.

Nici pericolul substituirii pe scara larga a arhitectilor cu , bricoleu-ri” scoliti, care s-ar dispensa de
acestia in dorinta lor de a-si face singuri casa mult doritd nu este unul real: este o profesiune prea
complexa. Nu mai sunt de-ajuns cartile cu retete de felul Vitruviu!(7)

In conditiile societdtii contemporane in care expansiunea globalizdrii economice acapareazi treptat,
toate laturile vietii: sociala, politica, mediul, chiar si cultura (8), omul, pentru a nu isi pierde identitatea, se
vede nevoit sa devina egocentrist, sa refuze cu obstinatie modelele uniformizate impuse. Se inmultesc
cazurile in care intre consumator si producator, intre munca intelectuald si cea manuala se pune semnul
egal. Sunt adeptii ai D.L.Y. (do it yourself)(9). Dovada amploarea bricolajului in toata lumea, nu numai ca
o forma de petrecere utila a timpului liber. Bricolage, termen provenit dintr-un echivalent francez, dar cu
conotatie exclusiv manuala - al hobby-ului englezesc. Initial peiorativ, cuvantul desemna o munca prost
platitda, o improvizatie. Astazi a devenit un fenomen de masa, pe seama caruia isi intemeiaza prosperitatea
industrii si retele intinse de supermarket-uri.

A trecut totusi vremea incendiarului ,Manifest pentru boicotul arhitecturii” citit la Viena de
contestatarul Hundertwasser prin care clama dreptul oricarui om de a construi asa cum vrea(10). In afara
catorva experimente cu impact trecator, nu au avut consecinte majore asupra meseriei incriminate cu
atata vehementa.

Asadar, sa deschidem portile cunoasterii arhitecturii de la cele mai fragede varste! Daca ar fi sa
mergem pe firul ideii, am vedea ca de fapt, primii pasi pe calea descifrarii lumii create de om se fac inca
din invatamantul prescolar. Gradinita - acolo se pun bazele pregatirii copilului pentru a invata, asigurandu-
i accesul la educatia activa si creativa. Acolo i se trezeste interesul pentru lumea care il inconjoara. Este
cunoscut rolul determinant, jucat in formarea personalitatii creatoare a lui Frank Lloyd Wright de sistemul
Froebel Gifts.(11)

Intr-o societate grébitd s& isi trimitd copii prea devreme in invdtdmantul prescolar - inainte chiar de
a le avea ca sa-i primeasca - atentia trebuie indreptata asupra calitatii serviciilor educationale si



accesibilitatii acestora in concordanta cu veniturile populatiei. E necesar ca educatia sa aiba un caracter
dinamic, sa asigure dreptul copilului la joc si, prin aceasta activitate de baza, si dreptul la educatie.

Asadar dialogul trebuie inceput din faza formativa, din scoald, prin familiarizarea tinerilor cu notiuni,
principii, sisteme, valori si teme cu care opereaza arhitectii, prezentate intr-un mod atractiv, captivant,
gradual, pe masura cresterii puterii lor de intelegere, sustinute de imagini adecvate care sa le trezeasca
interesul. Care ar fi modalitatile prin care am putea face acest lucru? Sa dam din nou cuvantul profesorului
Mario Salvadori:

,Calea pe care m-am adresat copiilor consta in a-i atrage la construirea unei varietati de modele de
structuri, care pot fi facute usor cu materiale ce se gasesc la indemana (hértie, bete, carton si piese
de joc mecanic.) Copiilor le place sa lucreze la modele si dobandesc o intelegere fizica a comportarii
structurale a elementelor de baza folosite in constructii. Desi cei mai multi dintre ei provin din familii
foarte sarace, pe unii dintre ei structurile ii entuziasmeaza in asemenea masura incat se gandesc sa
devina ingineri sau arhitecti.” (12)

Beneficiind de un nivel mai ridicat de cunoastere in randul cetatenilor, am avea cu siguranta alta
implicare a lor in viata comunitara. Receptarea productiei de arhitectura s-ar face in mod participativ, mai
critic, perceptia intr-o mai deplina intelegere. Reactia fata de deciziile primarilor si consiliilor municipale si
orasenesti privitor la configurarea spatiului urban in care traiesc, mai transanta atunci cand hotararile sunt
luate in numele lor, fara a fi consultat;i.

Implicit competitivitatea arhitectilor ar creste prin deschiderea si receptivitatea membrilor
comunitatii, atat de necesare in promovarea ideilor inovatoare, curajoase, dar si pentru ameliora-rea starii
unui fond construit existent prea multa vreme neglijat. Incompetenta, suficienta, impostura, birocratia,
interesele marunte ar bate in retragere in fata asaltului cetatenesc sprijinit de specialistii potriviti.
Reasezarea sistemului de valori pe temelii solide ar face sa diminueze proliferarea productiilor kitsch. Tot
mai multi oameni calatoresc acum, vad alte locuri si pot face comparatii si singuri. Trebuiesc sprijiniti sa o
faca cu cat mai mult discernamant.

Tendintele acestea nu au cum sa nu se repercuteze si asupra arhitecturii. Mitul arhitectului demiurg
este pe cale sa apuna. Utilizatorul isi doreste din ce in ce mai mult sa participe la intocmirea proiectului.
Vrea sa fie autorul sau macar coautorul lui. Profesiunea se schimba, limbajul arhitecturii de asemenea.
Calculatorul, prin aparenta usurinta cu care se apropie de rigorile unei meserii mult mai complexe decat
pare la prima vedere, face restul.

Un alt aspect al laturii formative este cunoasterea valorilor patrimoniului arhitectural (care de cele
mai multe ori se identifica cu cel istoric si cultural). Care este liantul unei natiuni, in afara limbii, daca nu
trecutul, traditiile si valorile in jurul carora s-a constituit? Cunoasterea lui este esentiala in cultivarea
sentimentului apartenentei la o colectivitate este insasi garantia pastrarii si a transmiterii lui generatiilor
viitoare. La acest punct contribuie (sau ar trebui sa o faca) si istoria ori literatura. Iata de ce notiunile de
arhitectura si-ar gasi locul firesc in scoalda, completandu-se reciproc cu celelalte discipline. In lipsa
cunoasterii si a atasamentului la valorile patrimoniului se instaleaza indiferenta, primul pas pe calea
pierderii lui, cand destinul 1i este dinainte hotarat.



E bine sa nu se uite ce soarta au avut: muzeul Simu, casa lui Titu Maiorescu, locul de intrunire al
membrilor Junimii, casa lui Nicolae Iorga (Institutul de filosofie), casa arhitectului Grigore Cerchez (Sediul
Uniunii Artistilor Plastici), casa pictorului Nicolae Vermont, casa lui Petrache Poenaru, inventatorul stiloului
(pe locul careia s-a construit hotelul ,Intercontinental”), casa istoricului Constantin Giurescu. Lista ar
putea continua. Ne mai surprinde cat de putine case memoriale avem in Bucuresti? Nu pot fi uitate:
manastirea Vacaresti, bisericile Enei, Cotroceni (partial refacuta), Sf. Vineri, Sf. Spiridon Vechi (refacuta
dupa 1990), Asezamintele brancovenesti, si atatea altele care au cazut sub buldozerele lui Ceausescu. Era
de asteptat ca intr-un oras in care s-au petrecut asemenea lucruri, sa nu mai fie atinsa nici o casa cu o
valoare culturala si totusi lucrurile nu stau asa. Dispar si acum cand nu mai suntem guvernati in mod
discretionar. Ce-i drept mai discret, dar dispar. De asta data sub presiunea investitionald. Recent au fost
demolate, fara nici un tam-tam, case legate de numele unor oameni de talia lui Stefan Luchian, Octavian
Goga, Alexandru Vlahuta. Nici macar placile comemorative care aminteau de oameni ce au dat ceva
natiunii nu au mai ramas la locul lor (Aristizza Romanescu, Perpessicius). Vedeti cum a ajuns casa in care
Anton Pann a trait si a trudit pentru ,facerea” limbii romane si apoi mai vorbim despre cinstirea memoriei
inaintasilor.

Mai stie vreun bucurestean de azi unde s-a ,jucat” cartea Unirii?? Daca ar vedea starea actuala a
cladirii fostului hotel ,Concordia” de pe ulita Nemteasca (13) unde la 23 ianuarie 1859, a fost desemnat
Alexandru Ioan Cuza domn al Principatelor Unite - nu si-ar crede ochilor de felul ,deosebit” in care stim sa
ne cinstim istoria.

In ce loc din Bucuresti a fost semnat& pacea, prin care ni s-a smuls Basarabia? Putini stiu cd e vorba
de Hanul lui Manuc (14), desi acest lucru s-ar putea invata la istorie. Atent si minutios restaurat in anii
"70, In prezent este inchis pentru noi lucrari de restaurare necesare dupa ce a fost retrocedat
proprietarilor.

Cui ii mai pasa de toate acestea? Viata merge inainte pe drumul ei. Iar noi ne complacem sa traim
intr-o lume tot mai saraca in amintiri ale trecutului si marturii care sa certifice stradaniile stramosilor
nostri. Grijile cotidiene, graba, necunoasterea ne tin la distanta. Nu vrem sa recunoastem ca avem si noi
partea noastra de vina pentru ceea ce ni se intdmpla. Ne ascundem in spatele fatalismului mioritic. Pana
cand? Suntem totusi in Europa de mai bine de doi ani. Mai exisa undeva, pe batranul continent, un loc in
care sa te intalnesti cu un asemenea comportament si cu o atdt de mare indiferenta fata de propriile
valori?

Poate oare educatia sa mai schimbe ceva in aceasta stare de fapt?
Nu e sigur, dar merita incercat !
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Note

* Universitatea Spiru Haret, Facultatea de Arhitectura, Bucuresti

(1) Sunt cunoscute cazurile insertiilor urbane care au starnit multe discutii fata de deciziile de a se construi cladiri de
birouri cu regim mare de inaltime in proximitatea Bisericii Armenesti si a Catedralei romano-catolice din Bucuresti.

(2) BRUNO ZEVI - Codul anticlasic: limbajul modern al arhitecturii, Editura Paideia, seria ,Spatii imaginare”,
Bucuresti, 2000.

(3) BRUNO ZEVI sustine in ,Codul anticlasic: limbajul modern al arhitecturii” ca un singur limbaj arhitectural a fost
codificat: acela al clasicismului.

(4) Se face referire la Casa Poporului - cea mai reprezentativa ctitorie a epocii Ceausescu. Prin dimensiuni si notorietate
depaseste orice cladire din Bucuresti. Se constata tendinta de a inlocui Atheneul romén, ca noua efigie a capitalei.

(5) MARIO SALVADORI (1907-1997) arhitect, inginer de structuri, practician si teoretician, profesor, s-a nascut la
Roma, unde a studiat si §| a obtinut doctoratul in inginerie (1930) si matematici (1933) la Universitatea din capitala
Italiei. In 1938, impreun3 cu fizicianul Enrico Fermi emigreazé in S.U.A. In timpul celui de al doilea R&zboi Mondial a
fost consultant in cadrul Proiectului Manhattan. A fost profesor la Universitatea Columbia timp de 50 de ani. In 1987
infiinteaza Fundatia Salvadori Educational Center in Built Environment (redenumita Salvadori Center), un centru
educational non-profit in campusul Universitatii City College of New York. Este autorul unor carti de succes:
Structural Design in Architecture (1967), Why Buildings Stand Up (1980), si Why Buildings Fall Down (1992).

(6) MARIO SALVADORI - Constructii: lupta impotriva gravitatiei, Editura Albatros, Bucuresti, 1983. p.7.

(7) JEAN BAUDRILLARD, JEAN NOUVEL - Arhitectura si filosofie: obiecte singulare, Editura Paideia, seria ,Spatii
imaginare”, Bucuresti, 2005. - Metamorfozele arhitecturii. p.23.

(8) Cultura Web ofera exemple interesante, asa cum este aceasta originala definitie a globalizarii:
Intrebare: Care este cea mai adevarata definitie a globalizarii?
Raspuns: ,,Moartea printesei Diana!”

Raspuns: ,,O printesa engleza cu un amant egiptean are un accident intr-un tunel francez intr-o masina germanda cu
motor olandez, condusa de un belgian, beat cu wiskey scotian, urmarita fiind indeaproape de paparazzi italieni pe
motociclete japoneze. Printesa era tratata de un doctor american cu medicamente braziliene. Si chestia asta iti este
trimisa de un romén care foloseste tehnologia Iu' Bill Gates, iar tu o citesti pe o clona de IBM care folosesc cipuri



taivaneze, cu monitor corean, asamblate de muncitori din Bangladesh, intr-o fabrica din Singapore, transportata cu
vapoare de indieni, si descarcata de sicilieni in porturi, trasportata din nou in camioane conduse de soferi mexicani si
in final vanduta tie de evrei. Aceasta definitie cred ca este cea mai adevarata posibila”.

(9) Teza este dezvoltata pe larg de BRUNO ZEVI in ,Codul anticlasic: limbajul modern al arhitecturii, Editura Paideia,
seria , Spatii imaginare”, Bucuresti, 2000, p.5-6.

(10) FRIEDENSREICH HUNDERTWASSER pictor si gravor austriac (1928 - 2000) autor al mai multor manifeste
aristice teziste (,Mould Manifesto Against Rationalism in Architecture” din 1958) in care si-a prezentat atitudinea sa
fundamentala asupra sociologiei habitatului, care a culminat cu discursul sau ,Naked Speech” si cu manifestul ,Los
von Loos” (Departe de Loos), unde isi completeaza sistemul filosofiei sale moralizatoare:

.Orice om are dreptul sa construiasca asa cum vrea. Astazi arhitectura este cenzuratd in aceeasi masura in
care este cenzurata pictura in Uniunea Sovietica. Fiecare ar trebui sa aiba dreptul sa-si construiasca proprii sai pereti,
a caror responsabilitate sa si-o asume. Arhitectura actuala este criminal de sterila. Explicatia tine de faptul ca
procesul de constructie se incheie in momentul in care clientul intra in locuinta sa, in loc sa inceapd tocmai in acel
moment si clddirea sa se dezvolte ca o piele in jurul unui organism uman.”

Asadar, sa ardem pe rug toti arhitectii si sa cedam sarcina si privilegiile lor consumatorilor, poporului.

(11) FRIEDRICH FROEBEL (1782 - 1852 ) pedagog german, creatorul modelului educational care ii poarta numele a
infiintat in 1837 prima gradinita in care a utilizat sistemele de jocuri educative; pe baza teoriilor sale pedagogice s-au
dezvoltat sistemele educative care stimulau imaginatia si creativitatea copiilor. Printre cei mai cunoscuti arhitecti la a
caror personalitate creatoare a contribuit hotarator, numarandu-se: FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT (1867 - 1959), LE
CORBUSIER (1887 - 1965) si BUCKMINSTER FULLER (1895 - 1983).

(12) MARIO SALVADORI - Constructii: lupta impotriva gravitatiei, Editura Albatros, Bucuresti, 1983.

(13) Actualmente strada Smardan nr. 37 cf. GHEORGHE PARUSI - Cronologia Bucurestilor - zilele, faptele, oamenii
Capitalei de-a lungul a 530 de ani, Editura Compania, Bucuresti, 2007, p. 265.

(14) Pacea de la Bucuresti din 16 iunie 1812 cf. GHEORGHE PARUSI - Cronologia Bucurestilor - zilele, faptele,
oamenii Capitalei de-a lungul a 530 de ani, Editura Compania, Bucuresti, 2007, p. 156.



ESSAYS

SHOULD ARCHITECTURE CONCEPTS BE TAUGHT AS EARLY AS SECONDARY SCHOOL?

Lecturer PhDc. Arch. Emil RETEGAN*

Abstract: We find ourselves in front of the imminence of reform in the Romanian education system and the
question we are asking is more or less rhetorical: to which extent the architecture studies are a priority and
necessary to be implemented during the first years of school. The reality of recent dynamics in the real estate
sector might represent the prerequisite of capitalization on the architecture-related language, at high school
level, in order to facilitate the access to this vocational field.

Key words: architecture concepts, Romanian education system, primary school

Over the last years, Romanian education system has been continual undergoing all sorts of reform
attempts. It's nowadays condition is far from being satisfactory. There are important issues that have been
waiting long to be solved. Beyond the material scarcity that it is still facing, the failed experiments and
sterile quests, it is absolutely crucial to adopt some coherent measures that would promote a different
system from the present one. This should be a system capable to ensure real conditions for each child to
accomplish their native potential, to develop according to their skills, preoccupations and wishes.

Taking into account these not very encouraging hypotheses can we think of teaching architecture
concepts as early as secondary school? Is this the priority of the moment? Can we ask this question,
without the risk of being a rhetorical one, when, in the third chiliad millennium Romania there are still
schools without running water, the premises are not fit to get the sanitary approval, there is a lack of
qualified teachers that need to be well paid, and the children are forced to walk kilometric endless in order
to go to school?

At first sight it seems that we cannot. And yet, judging after what we see around us, an answer is
necessary. And not only an answer! In nowadays Romania there are many buildings under construction,
which is very good. It is a sign that we live in a dynamic and prosperous (?) society. Important financial
resources are directed towards this domain. The dynamics of the real estate area have increased
continuously. Real estate investors come to our country from a long distance, attracted by prospective
business that they can’t even dream about in their own countries. But, on the other hand, at a closer look,
we find out that we have to do with all sorts of buildings among which many are aggressive just by their
mere existence, by the ostensibly shown megalomania, by strange things difficult to imagine in other
countries.

We are shocked by the lack of understanding towards the look, the image of the city and by the lack
of good taste and sometimes of common sense. Some of us are confused by the total lack of consideration



concerning all the existent buildings (if they are not pulled down from the very beginning, they are
aggressed in such a way that their elimination becomes a mere matter of time) (1). We are puzzled by the
overwhelming brutality of the volumes that take into account anything but gravity, the bright colors and
the materials that do not match. Who is to be blamed for this? Sometimes we have to blame the lack of a
culture based on authentic values, other times just the haste to get rich (we live in a capitalist world, don't
we?), most of the times the misunderstandings between the investor and the architect (lack of
communication), or in the worst scenario their misunderstanding about what has to be done in the
respective place. However, and many others put a mark on the coordinates of our lives — and who knows
for how long from now on? - which goes as far as making us feel strangers in our own city and we wonder
if it is still our city.

We liked to boast ourselves with the memory of the ,little Paris”. Do we still like it now? How can we
prove that it still exists? Just using old photographs of alls times, reedited in albums and illustrated books?
If all these buildings are still being built, this means that some people like what they are doing. Why do
some people like them and others don’t? Is it just a matter of taste or a matter of education as well?

And because we have mentioned education, what would be the connection between the serious
issues raised here and the education in secondary schools? These are questions to which we will try to find
an answer in the following lines.

Why do we have the present miserable condition? The lack of dialogue is one of the causes. As
Bruno Zevi stated in the introduction to the , Anti classic code: Architecture must come out of a dialogue
grounded on open hypotheses, that gives the society the agreement, modification or reorientation
according to its multiple and complex demands” ... It is about an inside participation to the city life, and
not a passive participation, but an energetic one, on a daily basis, without an authoritative a priori” (2)

In order for this to happen we need first of all a language that belongs both to the architects and to
all the others. Architects must have a constructive dialogue with the non-architects in order to accomplish
their mission better. In the mutual knowledge of demands, the dialogue between the creator and the user
plays an essential part. The more complex this is the more chances there are for a partnership where no
part substitutes the other, but each of them does the other’s job fully knowing this.

Consciously, architecture has been practiced for thousands of years, but a typical language for
architecture has not been made up yet, although there were some attempts (3). By means of its language,
architecture must make itself known and understood by everybody, as any area of activity. This is why the
architects must make the first step. They must signal the beginning and the other specialists will follow:
linguists, philosophers, specialists in semiotics, informatics journalists, media people, etc. This is not by far
an easy mission!

If the dialogue is successful, the results will not take long to appear!

In our country’s case things are more complicated, because its recent history has known distorting
forms of the social life, fracturing and altering the authentic values (up to having them inversed) for a
period of time that estranged us from a state of normality. It is so serious that the traces have been
visible for almost two decades.



After the communist era - characterized by grandiloquence pushed towards aberration in
representing the power (3), but extremely mean in terms of space for the common people - the transition
period came (which we are still experiencing!?) The wish to show off the recently accumulated richness (or
just its appearance) demonstrated by the nowadays powerful people in order to forget the anonymous
humdrum of the blocks of flats from Ceausescu’s time met some architects’ willingness to make
concessions based on their long-term professional frustrations. Their products have fast filled Romania
from one end to another, the cities with villas and the villages with holyday homes and agro-travel motels.
The communist heritage — monolithic in its utilitarian structures to which the local specificity was reduced
by means of impersonal, bewilder monotonous shapes - overlaps now with a shocking and gaudy
diversity. Not to mention that the new technology and materials that have become available ever since the
90s can transform any fantasy that rich people may have into perfectly feasible objects!

So that these things do not repeat again on a large scale, it is necessary to start the fight in order
to win the battle of forming the new generations.

Why should we think about trying to attract the youngsters towards architecture ever since the
secondary school? The sooner, the better School makes them familiar with languages specific to domains
of activity such as: mathematics, chemistry, physics, sciences of nature. These have to be acquired so
that later on, at adulthood, they can face a world whose complexity increases from one year to another.
These are domains of general knowledge that not everybody uses in their professional life. But everybody
benefits from architecture: from the house to the public space, from the workplace to the leisure time
space. However, they are not prepared for this. There is a lack in the formative-educational chain of the
individual. And so begin the future problems that start from the individual and go towards the whole
community: the lack of interest for the public space, the lack of respect for the image that the city shows
us by means of the activities carried out, the misunderstanding of the heritage values that seem old
fashioned, etc.

Beyond a mere pro domo plight, we still believe in the necessity of this attempt in front of the
decision-making factors and the necessity of putting it into practice quite soon. How should we proceed
and who should we start our journey with?

In front of me there is a copy of ,Buildings - the fight against gravity”, the book written by the
American Professor Mario Salvadori (5), a multidimensional personality: structure engineer, professional,
architect, theoretician, mathematician and famous professor. He is the proof that it is possible: a
personality that in the 7th and 8th decades of the XX century managed to establish a constructive dialogue
with young children, attracting them and raising their interest for a domain to which he dedicated his
entire life. This is how he describes his experience in the very introduction of the book:

JAfter I had taught the students in faculty for 50 years, I taught 12-13 year old children from New
York schools the same basic principles in construction that are the subject of my other books. It seems to
me highly appealing that these children are capable to understand the structural principles as well as or
even better than my former students”.(6)

Therefore this is possible. All we need is will power and interested people to dedicate them selves to
this activity.



Although the book was translated into Romanian by Professor PhD engineer Mircea Soare in cooperation
with Albatros editorial house, and was considered a notable book for 1983, unfortunately it remained
unnoticed (the subtitle had better been ,the fight against inertia”). No generous idea was put into practice and
no initiative came out of it. The book was not even reedited.

Including the study of architectural concepts in the curriculum (even if this is an optional subject in
the beginning), everybody could benefit from this. First of all the society could have an easier dialogue
with that part directly involved in this domain of general interest, and secondly, the youth could find an
easier way to orientate themselves towards architecture. They could make this choice faster, skipping the
more difficult stages of a quite exclusivist path. Access to the higher education in architecture needs a
preparation that goes far beyond the formative framework ensured by high schools (except the
architecture high school).

This would be a way to increase the chance to figure out the future professionals that we need and
at the same time to raise the culture level of those who will be their interlocutors (sleeping partners,
partners, collaborators, users, critics, etc). It is out of question to run the risk of facing an inflation of
architects on the labor market in the future years. This is still a vocational profession and not everybody
has this vocation. If we think twice, there used to be a time when in every respectable family the children
had to learn music and paling an instrument (the piano or the violin). How many of them became
musicians? Few but the level of understanding music were high. Women, who were most of the times
responsible for children’s education, used to make children familiar with music. From time to time good
musicians appeared, in the case of gifted children.

Neither is there the large-scale danger to substitute architects with schooled , bricoleurs” who would
get rid of the former in order to build themselves the long-time wished house: architecture is a too
complex profession. It is not enough to use books such as Vitruvius! (7)

In the contemporary society where economic globalization is expanding gradually all the aspects of
life (social, political, environmental, even cultural (8),) man, in order no tot lose their identity, has to
become selfish, to refuse stubbornly the patterns imposed. There are more an more cases when there is
equality between the consumer and the producer, between intellectual and manual work. These are the
fans of D.L.Y. (Do it yourself) (9). A proof for this is the increase of bricolage allover the world, not only as
a useful way of spending free time. Bricolage is the French equivalent, with an exclusively manual
connotation - of the English hobby. Initially pejorative, the word meant a badly paid job, an improvisation.
Today it has become a mass phenomenon, on which huge supermarket chains base their prosperity.

However, gone is the time of the fiery ,Manifesto to boycott architecture”, read in Vienna by the
contestant of Hundertwasser, by means of which they claimed everybody’s right to build as they wish
(10). Besides some experiments with a temporary impact, there were no major consequences upon the so
fiercely incriminated profession.

Therefore let us open the gates of knowledge of architecture at very early ages! If we were to think
about it, we could see that the first steps in the direction of deciphering the world created by man are
made ever since preschool years. Kindergarten - this is where we lay the foundations in preparing the



child for learning, ensuring their access to active and creative education. The determinant role of the
Froebel Gifts (11) system in Frank Lloyd Wright's education is well known.

In a society that is in a hurry to send its children to pre-school education - even before having the
necessary premises for this — attention has to be drawn towards the quality of the educational services
and how available they are compared to the population’s income. It necessary that education have a
dynamic nature, ensure the child’s right to play, and by means of this, their right to education.

Therefore the dialogue must start very early in the formative stage, in school, by getting the
youngsters familiar with principles, systems, values and themes that architects operate with, presented in
a captivating way, gradually, as their ability to understand grows, and sustained by adequate images that
would raise their interest. What would be the ways to do this? Let us see again what Professor Mario
Salvadori has to say in this respect:

~The way in which I addressed the children consists of attracting them towards building a variety of
models of structures that can easily be made with materials that are at hand (paper, sticks, cardboard and
pieces of mechanical games). Children like to work on models and they acquire a physical understanding
of the structural behavior of the basic elements used in construction. Although most of them come from
very poor families, some of them are so enthusiastic about structures that they are thinking about
becoming architects or engineers.” (12)

Benefiting from a higher level of knowledge among population we would definitely get a different
involvement in the community life from their part. The perception of the architectural products would be
done in a participative way, with full understanding. The citizen’s reaction to the mayors’ and city and town
councils’ decisions as regards the configuration of the urban space where they live would be more decisive
whenever the decisions are made without consulting them.

Implicitly, the architects’ competitiveness would increase by the openness and receptivity of the
community members that are so necessary in promoting innovative, brave ideas as well as in improving the
already existing buildings neglected for a long time. Incompetence, self-sufficiency, humbug, bureaucracy,
small interests would disappear in front of the citizens’ action supported by the right specialists. Replacing
the values system on solid ground would lead to a decrease in the number of the kitsch productions. More
and more people travel nowadays, they see other places and they can make comparisons themselves. They
have to be supported to make this consciously.

There is no possibility that these tendencies do not reflect themselves upon architecture as well. The
myth of the demiurge god- like architect is about to disappear. The customer’s’ desire more and more to
participate in the design of the project. They want to be its author or at least its co-author. The profession
changes as well as the language of architecture. The computer, by means of the apparent easiness it has
in approaching a more complex job as it seems at first, does the rest.

Another aspect of the formative side is to knowing the values of the architectural heritage (that
most of the times identifies with the historical and cultural ones). Which should be the relation of a nation
if not the past, traditions and values around which it took shape? Knowing this heritage is essential in
cultivating the feeling of belonging to a community, is the very guarantee of keeping and transmitting it to



the future generations History and literature also contribute (or should contribute) to this. This is why the
architecture concepts would find their natural place in school, mutually complementing with the other
subjects. Without knowing and getting attached to the heritage values we make room for indifference, the
first step towards losing it, when its destiny is already predetermined.

We should not forget the faith of the Simu Museum, Titu Maiorescu’s house, the place where
Junimea members used to meet, Nicolae Iorga’s house (the philosophy Institute), the house of the
architect Grigore Cherchez, the house of the painter Nicolae Vermont, Petrache Poenaru’s house, the
inventor of the fountain pen (on its ground the ,Intercontinental’ hotel was built), the house of the
historian Constantin Giurescu. The list could continue. Are we surprised by how few memorial houses there
are in Bucharest? We cannot forget Vacaresti monastery and the churches Enei, Cotroceni (partly rebuilt),
St. Vineri, St. Spiridon the Old (rebuilt after 1990), Brancoveanu establishment and so many that were
destroyed by Ceausescu’s bulldozers. It was expected that in a city where such things happened, no other
culturally valuable house would be touched, and yet things are not really like this. Houses disappear even
now, when we are no longer governed by a totalitarian regime. It is true that they disappear in a more
discrete way, but they still disappear. This time it happens under the investments’ pressure. Recently,
without much fuss, houses linked to famous names such as Stefan Luchian, Octavian Goga, Alexandru
Vlahuta was demolished. Not even the plaques, meant to remind us about significant people that gave
something to their country did remain in their place (Aristizza Romanescu, Perpessicius). You should see
the state of the house where Anton Pann lived and struggled to ,make” the Romanian language and then
we can speak about praising our ancestors.

Does anyone now in Bucharest know where the Unification of the Romanian countries was sealed? If
one saw the present condition of the building which used to ,Concordia” hotel on the ,German” street (13)
where on the 23rd January 1859 Alexandru Ioan Cuza was appointed ruler, would not believe their eyes
about the “special” way in which we praise our history.

Where in Bucharest was the treaty that deprived us of Basarabia signed? Few know that it was Hanul lui
Manuc (14), although this detail could be learnt during history classes. Very carefully restored in the 70’s, it is
now closed for new restoration works after it was given back to the legal owners.

Who cares any more about all these? Life goes on and we comply with living in a world that is
poorer and poorer as regards to memories about the past and proofs that certify our ancestors’ endeavors.
Our daily concerns, haste, lack of knowledge keep us far from them. We do not want to admit that we do
have our share of guilt for what is happening to us. We hide behind the traditional, mioritic fatality. How
long? We have been members of the European Union for more than two years. Is there anywhere on the
old continent a place where we could find such behavior and a higher indifference concerning own values?

Can education change anything about this state of facts?
Nothing is sure, but it is worth trying!
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Notes

* Spiru Haret University, Faculty of Architecture, Bucharest

(1) There are famous cases of urban insertions that raised many discussions concerning the decisions to erect high
office buildings around Armeneasca Church and the Roman-Catholic church in Bucharest

(2) BRUNO ZEVI - The Anticlastic Code: the modern language of architecture, Editura Paideia, series ,Imaginary
Spaces”, Bucharest, 2000

(3) BRUNO ZEVI claims in ,The Anticlastic Code”: the modern language of architecture as the only codified
architectural language: that of classicism

(4) Reference is made to Casa Poporului — the most representative work of Ceausescu’s age. By means of its
dimensions and notoriety it surpasses any building in Bucharest. There is a tendency that it replaces the Romanian
Atheneum, as a new effigy of the capital city.

(5) MARIO SALVADORI (1907 - 1997) architect, structure engineer, professional and theoretician, professor, he was
born in Rome, where he studied and got his PhD in engineering (1930) and mathematics (1933) at the University of
Rome. In 1938 he emigrated to The United States together with the physicist Enrico Fermi. During World War II he
was a consultant for the Manhattan Project. He was a professor at the University of Columbia for 50 years. In 1987
he set up the Foundation Salvadori Educational Center in Built Environment (renamed Salvadori Center), a non-profit
educational center on the Campus of the City College University of New York. He is the author of some successful
books: Structural Design in Architecture (1967), Why Buildings stand up (1980), and Why Buildings Fall Down
(1992).

(6) MARIO SALVADORI - Buildings: fight against gravity, Albatros Ed, Bucharest, 1983, p. 7.

(7) JEAN BAUDRILLARD, JEAN NOUVEL - Architecture and Philosophy: singular objects, Paideia Ed., series
~Imaginary Spaces”, Bucharest 2005. - Metamorphoses of architecture. p. 23

(8) Web culture offers interesting examples, such as this original definition of globalization:

Question: Which is the most genuine definition of globalization?
Answer: ,Princess Diana’s Death!”



Question: How comes that?

Answer: An English princess with an Egyptian lover has an accident in a French tunnel, running a German car with a
Dutch engine, driven by a Flemish, drunk because of Scottish whisky, closely followed by Italian paparazzi riding
Japanese motorbikes. The princess was treated by an American doctor with Brazilian medicines. And this is sent to
you by a Romanian that uses Bill Gates’ technology, and you read it on an IBM clone that uses Taiwanese chips, a
Korean screen, assembled by workers from Bangladesh, in a factory in Singapore, shipped by Indians and unloaded
by Sicilians in harbors, transported again in trucks driven by Mexicans and finally sold by Jews. I think this is the
most genuine definition possible”.

(9) The theory is widely developed by BRUNO ZEVI in ,The Anticlastic Code: the modern language of architecture,

(10) FRIEDENSREICH HUNDERTWASSER - Austrian painter and engraver (1928 -2000), author of many artistic
manifestos with thesis (,Mould Manifesto Against Rationalism in Architecture” din 1958) where he presented his
fundamental attitude towards the habitat sociology, culminating with his discourse ,Naked Speech” and with the
manifesto ,Los von Loos” (Far from Loos) where he completes the system of his moralizing philosophy: , Anyone has
the right to build as they please. Today architecture is censored at the same extent as painting is censored in the
Soviet Union. Each of us should have the right to build there own walls, and to assume the responsibility for this. The
present architecture is deadly sterile. The explanation comes from the fact that the building process is over the
moment the client enters their house, instead of starting in that precise moment so that the building develop like a
skin around a human organism.”

Therefore let us burn on stake all the architects and to give their talks and privileges to the consumers, the mob.

(11) FRIEDRICH FROEBEL (1782 -1852) German educator, the creator of the educational model that be as his name;
in 1837 he set up the first garden where he used the educational systems of games; relying on his pedagogical
theories there were educational systems developed that stimulated the children’s imagination and creativity. Among
the most well-known architects to whose creative personality he contributed there are: FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT (1867
- 1959), LE CORBUSIER (1887 - 1965) and BUCKMINSTER FULLER (1895 - 1983).

(12) MARIO SALVADORI - Buildings: fight against gravity, Ed. Albatros, Bucharest, 1983

(13) The present Smardan Street, no. 37. According to GHEORGHE PARUSI - Bucharest’s Chronology - days, deeds,
people of the Capital city over 530 years, Ed. Compania, Bucharest, 2007, p.265

(14) The Bucharest Peace. 16 June 1812 according to GHEORGHE PARUSI - Bucharest’s Chronology - days, deeds,
people of the Capital city over 530 years, Ed. Compania, Bucharest, 2007, p. 156



